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Refers to No, 13M. Tota! revanuog ila not 
amount To yea vig ly, Hast 
Uifortn to sbtain mv Bea 
tly peal by lau Hier 
‘Government have po reason’ 10 objéob to 
Ursin ceaeension, Hut Petsiana” do anoat 
wtroogly (Wo NO, 147) si cael 


Pars. iosnolel sieuation ins Retort to 
No 102, ‘Teansealia Hn Frown not) 
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Discinwes position of Soult, Kawei aad 
Mukbbur-erSoldaneh, Latter phil bg 
‘rotaiiod a Governor-General. 
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‘uror-Persian frontier, Praturage rights. 
Rotors to No.109,.Transmits telegram 
from British ‘commissioner stating thst 
rowtt of Parle sxalnt sti of Co. 
‘wision in. regard to pasturage Fights of 
Persian eben mt bo ‘OW ala: 
understanding. (Explains action of Cou 
slasion (ee No 188) on, 


‘Tateo-Pervian fronting, Rfers to No, 168, 
Will sot ou lines iodiested fn No. 109. 


‘Turco-Perilan frontier, Will consult with 
Ronsinn colleague aa to jolat action with 
Porte, Résuests iusteueou’ to. Sie Wy 
‘owuley respecting: Majid (soa NO, 148). 


Russian policy in Persia Sie B. Grey ban 
fold Rissian Charge itAffaices that bo 
sntirely-approves laniguigs of Sir Bs Orowe, 
Russian pceediagn in Azerbaljen. and 
Tspahan clcariya breahof Anio-Rsta 
gical, onl peritad iawokd 
‘ienagspublle opinion iu Rugland’ (ees 
Nate ee | 


Fars, Situation ity Relers to No, 166, 1h 
tho pardouling: of tho two manolans of 
‘Mr, Stuart will not eacournge. disordect 
sloments, His -Majeaty's Goveriisnt Will 
hot oppda it; but aituntion “exanot” bs 
allo atiafaotory, a8 real culpa have 
fever been puniiied se we 


Wadrin. ‘Russian proceedings at, ‘Tranemaite 
ira of slogram fro Praan Govern, 
went detailing grievances against Russian 
Gerumeat roe ai 

igs. in. art 1—ospeciall eit 
Appar of Sten ha dda at Per 
Governing ie ie eae 


‘Turco-Perslan frontice. Tranamite telegram 
frow British commiasionee stating that 
‘Turks refuap to, ovacuate Khao-Guornola 
no long as Majid ropuains io Ohla Sark, 
Situation rather procarioas. , 


Roéaian polley in Perv. eters to No. 186. 
‘Russian Minister rogarda Persian pote as 
ridioalondy and, refuses to seo that Rasen 
has pot carried oul Anglo-Bussan ogres: 
ment Sir W. Townley Nan seplled 
pointing ont fnstancon in, which 
tment hae) boot Wolated: (eos: Nos 151 
MaglSOS Teer met al meal 


Mussian post-oflices in Persia. Refers to 
‘No. 183, Ruslan Minister bas aaked tor 
Dontal official to bo attaehed to 


Ho mays lo, advises: coosalegeneral st 
‘Tabris to apply for expertagsistanoo there 
6} aio: grounds; but i did Bot ticle 
Date the establishineut of w separate pont 
flee pales Gem tt 


Persian figavees, Refero to:Nos. 192 and 
183, His Majesty's Govertment Rave bo 
confidinee that farther adyayoes would bo 
‘any rémédy foFpreaen(sitoation, - Bersing 
Govermont: cxa easly obtain” fonda, Tf 
thay wait to, by granting the Kermat 
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‘Turoo-Poriiin frontier, Reform to Nov 140. 
‘Majid'n withdeaweal ahonld be secured 
peaceably. through Persian Government 
‘ther than by Tuektsh solitary measures, 
ota’ represontation at Tobiran would be, 
tert, Lnstractins to, ask Russian ook 
Yoowe if he agroes, and to nrga Tusk to, 
aly nothing prtoipftate (see NO, 161) 


‘Turco-Porvlny (eontfer. rannalta No. 98, 
eply’ vo Turkish oomplainte abana by 
unde by. Atmbsssadory nt Constantinople, 
‘Bis Hacalleney sbouldtherefory, fi concae 
su Teas cleat BBE on tg 
‘Torktst Hovernzone tha! Nir complaints 
ae nnfounded Pe 


‘Lend of inlay to Péryian Galt. "Rranpiatta 

{cog fr Goverment of folio 
esse of Laval Monjany, Kishin, Formby, 
and Sheikh Shoaib, India Odloo' aren 
“Wat eae in ZONE HRCENMEY ae yy 


Rue polly in Potala, Runs to Ne 118; 
Approves Janxuajo. Hix ypoken here. 10 
tam HOUR dy a Me 


‘Tarco-Parnian trite "Travany report a 
rooeedivgs of Uonilaslon trom 1BUh to 
Snape s 


Rovonwa for. 1918, Rotors. to No. 105: 
"ranenta lolior from ‘Noaroe-Gyaora 
givin furan of rovguue for yoar ulod 
oni Marah 1914." Lange lorease now 
ovot lat goat gh ne] 


Ke Mi Conduct of rendarmetio, 
‘Hitors wo Nec 8h, SThakenter dea 
evinsnollay Belo onan) at Shira 
ning maton yaa of Ui 
‘events at Razors, wit logerapliio. cor= 
‘upondanos on adviautiity of eotainnule 
el inate Sel overat 


Duroo-Pornlgy frontier, Traveuilts proba 
cerbaus of arias ange Neo 3 
ee ye ea eee 


Ruslan policy in Poryin, Trarinality eninute 
iy SHE, rae Fes norton 
with Rasan Glass AMT On 
situntion in Rorain wd Russia va 
‘of Anglo-Rusainn. 


Ruaiag In Persia, Refera to No. 14! 
itl abla tx Vora Atay pay 
fowey at complains ageing Athaag 
‘cgnmule in Persia, nod at "Tinos" tole- 
[sine ‘on Persia affairs, aud at Persinn | 

Fovernnient’s recall. of Ra Minlater. in. 
St. Petersburgh (oe Nos, 104, 165, 
au 171) ees 


to Paral Gos 
ernment roa sandy In vote of protest, 
GOpinionn in) Onblookwivided, Sung in 
cof prea lh mike atdatiou leurs 
(wo No, 188) oe : 
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Hndsnn poioy i Roraia. Relorath No, 158 
Vern Governor iolé ake is 
oy aes Serene 
pea eos Nossa) seen ow! 


Abwaz-Tnpaban rosd. Safely of road aay. 
bbe endangezed, a somo fifty Taibis appear 
to, be threaudiing it. Sardar Jang hat 
proseedad towards Belbohan to. quall 
movement of Habmais, Sardar Baladar 
fn on bls yrey to sapportang a. 


arvo-Pardlan froutier, Oil lands. Iefers 
to Now 143, Russian Ambassador seo 90 
onan why ‘Turks should not oo Chin 
Seok forthe a saggests tha iia 
representative: should secotpany troop 
{olprotet ol hitereaGs."Mesajte Oread 
Vinier is being urged to order evocation 
of Khan Guermela (seo Nos, 162 and 167) 


‘Turso-Perpian frontier, Of! Tanda! Refern to 
No. 161, An -dificulty at; Goin Sarkh 
‘rises fron: Khau's fear, of oats wubsily 
fron, ofl company, Grand Vieier, was 
‘naked, and has steed, to ello existin 
Arrangements, to. contin, Tf Sir 
Grey approver, will hs form Bris 
dalogalee sel 

Taso offlanida fn Porlan (lt Refers to 
No, 87. His Majesty's Goverument a 

voi princlple tears of Larak, 
enjum, Kishin, Morus, nud Sboikdt 
Shoard.. Avehorises ‘comiyeacexsént, of 
Dogotiations. seth Poraiaa "Minister for 
Porviga' Alfa (686,NO. IBN) vse sn 


een i aura Foti fo NAb. 
‘Approves: language. Reports coavorss 
tion with, Rorian Ambessdor, and wil 
eotid mnemioranduin el 


Raasian polly Poon. Rilo to No. 167, 
econ convesmtion with Rial Asi 
bseador on subject, ad transite noeao~ 
rantamy explaining” attitude of Ty Ma 
Jenty’s Government (eea'No. 185) 


Brith policy. To Perea, Gendarmerie. 
|. “Tropa itmorsndan explain setion 
of Bis Majesty Miter wt Tehran in 
Agreeing, (0. gendarmerie. boing. placid 
Uler Mian War ae 


Teta Higa at lands: Is 
conta it No, 161 auperse 
Rois Arig is Bicloney ca 
ake| lat aerangemenla my: be po 
‘teak fa canoer with, Busia Collen, 
ter poveltaton with Comision 
Sil goxipany’s local agent sac snl 


‘Tareo-Porsion frontier, ON lands, Trans 
mits, metporandai(e) a 10. possibility. of 
ipe-line eomnitinlestion totween the Chia 
urkh and Medel districts abd the Shatt- 
el-Araby (8), o0| the oll springs at Naft 
tears ae 








Captaia Witeoa 


Sie. Townley, 


Mr; Howard 


Bir W. Towsley 


‘To Sir W. Townley... 


‘Memorandum “onm- 
municated to’Ras- 
sino Ambassador 


‘To Bir W.Towsley «| 
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174 Tol, 
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‘Turoo-Porelant roger. lands. ‘Tranemity 
ospatoh to: ls Majesty’s Aratanadr'| 
Sy Gonsaotinnple bala obserentog 
‘on fronties donanreatod between Mondall 


and the Elvend River ma affecting: righta 
of Anglo-Peralaw Ol Gotmpaty-an jn 


‘Turoo=Pervfan frontier, Maps. ranamlta 
spate, to fk Malaty's Amba 
Sonstsntnopl, etl the step ten 
$9 game that te frat shal bs pre 
ively: stiien npon barge = acale mapa, 
POR Tee Maar 
Coupplenieus tha jdéutio map’ se 4 


Russian polioy in Porat, Rafern to No, 167,| 


Reports, further illegal lings oF 
Thguncouale st Tee, Geet eae 
wud Ardebil os 


‘ie Persian overt 
funds to. Incroaso, tho 


darmérie ato 6 fallare,  Statomen 
frya (H90.NO V7) ei 


Burvjird and Nieam-os-Sollanoh, Nizam ju 
olny ab Goveruor-Conoeal to Burujird, 
‘Whert gendarmotio-oprtaticns have mid 
anlutary ipprossion on Lat Nbiam not 
co lotion, boing fete, uneliabl, 
AMM corTupt is ae ay) anf 


Kaveri, Conduit of xondarionivat, Refary 
to No. 154, Tesynnld’ worve mo. good 
Biles to. conninnloats complaints to, 
Swedish Govurnmoat, an Colonel Uys 
has boon given all tho: tnforsiation, Hf 
igi cea eA 
inancial wsaintange Cor genders, 
‘ote pola! out that dhs ovat ae 
Kazeton havo mad it didioole fot Ely 
‘Majesty's Governinint fo grant ital 


Gondarmotin. | Weters to No, A73,- TW Mus 
Governmeh hey not reipganbly 

fo ptataents in. the Timo," not can 

they comect uch statements iy any nah 

Pa ers oat hl 

Karkunan itrigation soe, Memorandum 
siviog history ofthe question and expla 
scare of Lia Moai ta UOMO 
who, hilo: dot. ontifely opposing’ Uh 

Selioe, cannot approve of as 


Vase Asura a Soult and Kawa 
orm. t0 No, rival OF pore 
tmanently Giadlajosty’aUoverniant bout 
of ba comtltted to apport Soul, whee 
allisnea with Kawam appeurs front NO. 187 
to bu of Soobitl durauon, [1 scotty, 
however, avmrandes can ba given kaye 
gested by Government qt Tndin. | 
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Lease of flandn fn Porsian Galt, xplaion 
history of proposals, nd ‘asks nt 
"rvasary. wil sation expenditare of ball 
bo rent of the ialands up wom waxiaiem 
OF 50,0004. 


Future of genilarmerio. If Swedich Govern- 
ent persist. fn intention Yo: recall the 
tullsion, siteation will become tespaate, 
Shah ia aware of) the diffcultien of tho 
oso and it would wk be fale to 
faco Lins with 0 erisis/at rooment of hia 
coronation. Swedes aro by no mains & 
{allare, and shold bs mupgorted, by a loan 
Wf nocemary (seo Nos. 182 and 186)) 


‘eat of ind in Pein Gall. Hefors ta 

No. 163 4 operied. negotiate 

43 Cabiuet is ivide and tn bay exes 
would do nothing Before coronation. 
Persian Goverment would ouly ayree if 
thay could also lesge shit of mousy on 
tcctsily of tho runt paid by His Majesty's 
Goverment sie ans ‘| 


Future of gendarmerie, Refert to'No, 180. 
Royrets that Sie W,’ towalsye eonfidence | 
in Bwedes cqutyot be ‘by His Ma~ 
festy's Goyermatat ate 


Futuro of guadarmerion Sieadiah Minister 
for Forelgn. Affairs would like to) know 
xaot, requirments "of. Ula Majesty's 
Gorerumont and Rusala for fubiru nervice 
of floors, Swedish  Governaiont will 
probably decide to eend oat no. mors 
‘cory, bat 10 allow’ peesontolcers to 
fin thair oontracta (oto No. 109) 


Goudarmerio in Yors aid Korman. Hefers to 
Part XXXML, No, 0% | Sit & Gray ike 
reomuilderivg Whole question ‘of gone 
darworig, a viaw of éomparative falure 
‘of Sweden but propises i thi mieantine 
to Tend \40,00Uh fot gendarnierie in Fara 
wad Korman, Regus Touts sicion 
for change: of hall this sux on Laperiat 
ROVING: Soceml aie ia el 

Rodslan polley in Parbls.. Reern to No. 165, 
Conversation with /ossian Minister for 
Forvign Afitir,, who detenis. Russian 
netion in nordh, bug sys that collection of 
tee tlironjh commas id. Russa Bank 
‘will be discoutiiwed. He saya Fis Mae 
Jesty's Government aro wt liborey to take 
‘what ticasites they please to wecura their 
Sntoteats in Porsion, Gull. Neutral none 
ahould be partitioned (600°ND. 189) 


Goidarmeria and Persian Sinaicos. Balers 
te No.1, Taftnnd Miner or Fae 
Affairs that Swedintt Mission wight 
secallod if fandls, eure not forthcoming. 
Minister: for Foroign Affaire disappoint 
ment at offer of 25,0001. for Gulf (lands, 
Gonsiders athing wader 100,000). pee 
‘annum would fompt Persian Government 


Torco-Paiian fipatior, ‘Transit deopaich 
ty Hs Maj Ambon at Cane 
sustivople “diverge jryendinga af 
Ooinaiseios foun 26th April to 18th May 
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To Bir W. Towaley... 
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Bee seal sel, Sree ae 

“Novae Vremya" atta 

Eetiou ot His “Majesty's Covent 
te 


Aaland Ruler to No.1, 
ace of rept arn 

a8, Potent miner by wosningas 
attack on oil “in Radoinn pireus sel 


‘Traiy-Porsian Railway, Ralorn to: No, 17. 
Note froin Mniear tor Foreign. Affairs 
sae Ba gra A a 
‘hinged ywrn sith othr’ emu i 
fn removal of resolve coud tu 
Tedipiingstt sua fo onune ites 

‘bt, bn66 for option, 
all quedlone ober aatued vith’ 8 yest 
Noty ade that aliments iy 
“not proposes paisn would bs vonrisoted 
‘by a brauch a 


Ransian -polloy in Renkin, Ih forwarding 


yport) of sudlenoe with Bapscsr, sa 


artes! converpations, with) Misintar for 
cn 


Ai Emperor's attitude wan 
moat conciliatory, Minister for Foreign 
AAlfains Vine prtrised ysl ply to 
Brlinh wpragennons, Tuth: ho val Bute 
poror advocate partition of nuutnal zone ,,| 


‘Aujlo-Porsinn oll ayreoment, — Teaaxurin, 
"Mitrpenta tet Tues Arata 
sonasing Hla Map Goveriainls 

ab ayouring’ tl, agromment Cus 
Noo309 and a1) gee 


Future of ondatmetie.  Retoty to No. 168, 
Tnutruotions to inform Swedioh Miilstor 
for Porolgn AMoiry that” His. Najosty'y 
Goverinent Wns roblevod .thit provent, 
ollicers are: not to bo withdrawn wad will 
ara Teta lt 

redah Goveritaitt i. | 
decislon till quention Lisa ire ina 
‘botweoh li Majonty's Gavorainnt and 
‘Rissian Government... ae 


Geodoemero, fn, Farw anil Kormary. Rafer 
40. No, 4. Whilo reluciant ts Contin 
polley of dole, Hi Majenty's Governaient 
nro. ready. 40, agiee t final advance’ of 
80,0004 fo pendarnerio i Forn an 
Korma, Sir W. Townley writ un 

Jerotlon a to\when offae th to bo slo 

fo ay ous not fore Posian Gover. 

mont faye failed to. make way of all othe 

‘umsblo pours of fue id 

overtorbip of Averbaljan:. Rossin Minlic 
po esi ABA GHA a 

‘Sardar 
OL Abi Rages vw (ood 0209) 

Gendérmorie fo Fars-and Kernises. Rofors 
$0 Now 488 on) 199, —Tanerctiogy Uo 
fnforar | Rubsah). Miolsive for Forvigs 
Afar, and aa i vies (660 NO, 217) 
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Fitarm ufgenarmerio, Refers to No.168. 
‘Swedish Miniter foc. Forciga Autre 
ys ist Prine Minister and he bave 
‘come to conclusion that i ‘consequaurs 
Of Gnkbeial chica in Persia; Sa 
fier sould te witinwn, ad 
‘ubrait propossl for Withdrawl to 13 
oni Tone, Apparently Sereda 
‘ornoint ltenda to bargain for 8 Rusuaa 
uaraitn fi pay of gedaracs on cn 
tio of withdrawal swe awe 


Future of gendarmerie. Surmmarisos artiotea 
Jy “Aftonbladet” and "Qotelirgs Handele 
‘Teaing,* sogxesting that cecont criticism 
ats gendarnierie in Times waa 
‘caused by desire to partition Porsia, in 
Sonaoquenes of the oil deal) axe au 


Poturw of geodarmarie. Reters to No. 188, 
‘Swed Minister for Foreign Affary says 
to pow ofc il buat out, be 
Frecentofcors wll be allowed to come 
fletetine sorters "He wants ob, 

vrweros; at Ragland ed Hsia real 
desire with segnr to jendarteia 


‘Turco-Porsian Irontl¢e. ‘ramtmice praciy- 
seria of Comisio'n sitting Nox 34 
toa cnet eA | 


Advance to Persian GdVomaient, There 
oust bo adeqnote recurity, and) careful 
control, and necounts mut be rendered yy 
‘Swedish olfcora (sea No. 216) «, “a 


Averbniane. Hetero Nox 105, To suggest 
Serdar Head ap Shu pocoswor an 
pa gaa Mls Yr Forign 

ary refed to aust propa a 
Cabinet, und’ as ingoert Resian Mia. 
Fett spotreny nfo eerie 
auto podlzy tho wppolatna ol 
Nubabe cperaigte tes 


lo-Perafan Sil Wah Reform to-No. 19 
lusainn Blister foe Paruien Afary way 
that ho: has heard. very dinquletiig: news 
about the deal. Ho "was informed: that 
¥ of His Majesty's Uaverninent woold 
tiroted to Keeping, den 
slostly. ap posible to Cult, 
eb relioyed 


Monthly suinoiry, ‘Trasmita 


Collection of txts in North Parsi Refers 
to ‘Transmita memorandum, 

Lon aubject, mud dite 

‘cutwes action of Russians as 


Topas,’ Russian prooosdinge a Trane. 
‘hits dedpatch from ‘oonul-general 
A Tapa deur Righ-Banded actin 
° tofeener ite 
lforta to hinder Governor-ieoeral in the 
discharge of kia duties. Conversation 
‘ith: Rojsiaa Minietar on subject. Rus: 
ala nation absolutely cnjuatifable’ a 


Nasa 


Biatix 


Sunsece. 
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Foturo of: gondarauris, ‘Trammnits 
Tem _allfary BELG on, tn Se 


idarmerie oflcers, with orimanta, 
‘Hey hare ony excllat wove on shure 
is eed for more ofloere.. Geieral 


ip 
Hjlaaryon te wopopolar, and should | 


roplibed. Toran pollde fore also. te 


MCRL sae! cae iris 
Rein li 


extension of inuilzyntion. Tua 


Peasantaare balng voteled on lanl iloally |, 


ela by Ronmlan agents yy, 


AnglosPeran oi ol Voine gang of 


aia i 
ttc ta Fusaagh 
*"Novoo Veen 


Rorsinn policy in Persia, Reports onverna 
pee dear ith Got 


nd ith ile Saxon 


ith 
Grar will havo wholy quoation. Gramiied, 
sod rogues reine of 1807 agro 

y 


Partition of neutral und adlyoental 


Cue wid Bf, Saxon,” Sie Gi. Bochaidn 
fnolined to agroo that, partition la ihovit- 


able ie gett 


‘Trani-Porpian Railway. efars to, No, 
‘Tranaaita, nolo from Rasalan Mala 


for “Foreign Agaire. tennamltting aud 


mupportin, wont of Rising groups 
Soets Anpon ak lati’ aay 
‘auWorisol to! wpply-for--un opti 
‘Tohra, ne ue or 


usin potiiy In Poria, Rafero No. thie 
ae ene Athi as Md 


‘iim memoyanidiun, ton doy, 


coapitulatig Portia complain nt 

talc dacochaeae reais 
ence of Russiag chnaule ty Howicigl ade 
Of landed 


riulsiratlony (2) prchiany 
ropa iy Ruins in coutraontion 
Ay oF ‘Varhaatnhal (8) augipore 


Sbuja in. hie attitude of aybordtuntio 


‘Mesnpratcusy, addy tine wethirawal 


‘Russian éevopa: would ako 8 good: Ins 


poeMnNG he 


‘Tabriz. Collection of taxigs'in.. Teangnita 
c 


fivanclal position’ owing to. aptlon 
eu) 


Hologrant from Wibele roporting. eit 


‘Busting, consulate in sole ane 


MoliorW cooinnd tit 
00m resign 


Turco-Persan frontier. Trash despa 
ony rita Jalota. voclosn 
spenbaua of Coimmiesion, Now 87 \to 
‘hringing froutiay up to Sinyani River: 


tion Into Northora Persia. 
Refers toNo, 120, ‘Trhinuits axtmots 
from letters, reoehved by His Majosty's 
viot-copsul at Rest, “hhoveing suriont 


‘Mbesard will 
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te 
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ae 
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Sir Wi Townley 


Bir G. Hucliaion 
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14410) No. 1, 
Consul-General’ Wratialaw to'Sir Wdward Grey, —(Received April 1,) 


(No, 7.) 
(alegre) R. Bagdad, Marsh $1, 1914, 

THAVE discussed with my Russian colleague programme of ‘Commission after 
Mendeli, which we may reach in a fortnight from, now at latest. 

Tu his opinion Commission should work, straight on northward, Hy denies that 
Mr. Marling correctly ropresentod Russian views in stating iu his tolegrsin No, 420 of 
23rd August last that Russian Embassy wished it to bo understood that, demaxdation 
north of Zohab should bo commenced as soo 8 the woither and other conditions 
pormit, According, however, to Captain Wilson's rocollection, draft of that telagvam 
was read to my Russian colleague before its despatch. He ‘iss’ no experignce of ont- 
door work in very hot weather, and hardly apprevintes what it implies, 

My own view is that Commission aliould skip region betweon Mondeli and tho high 
mountains north of Zohab, finish work in te north, and xetum in ossly winter to lick 
zono, Shade temperature has already reached 90, avd will hencoforward increase: 
After Mendeli we shall onter a hot, sind to a great extent waterless, zono, through. 
which i wll donbdes bo possible fo rush, though with grat, inconvenience, but noe 
to execute the work of demarcation-with the cate required by important British 
interests concerned. 

‘hao is also reason to fon tht by laying to prowead northward at. Guey we my 
finally be caught/by-suows with part of nordiorn wad elevated frontier glll wats, 
‘and postpone operations until following season, , 

Russian commissioner, boing wear Lome, might rogord this. prospect with 
equanimity, but it would gntail great expense’ and inconvenierico tos, 

Tshould bo grateful if you will sotto question with Russian Ambussidor, 08\} 60 
no chance of an agrecmont with my Russian colleague, 

Please telegraph instructions through British consul-general at Bagdad, who will 
forward telegram. 

(Addressed to Embassy from Said Histo, 0th Marélt ; repeated to oroign Oftive,) 


(14476) No. 2, 
‘Sir L. Mallet to Sir Edward Grey —(Received April.) 


No, 205, 
ee ) 


(Telegraph) Constantinople, Aprit 1, 1914, 
_ WRATISLAW'S telogrim No.7 of 80th Match: ‘Turoo-Persian Frontisr Gon + 
mission. 

In it advisable in view of ofl intorosts that Commission should work straight on 
northivard in spite of objections brought forward by Wratislav, or shonld T approach 
my Russian colleague in the sense desired by him? 


{issa] * i B 
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MM, Raffolovitel realises that it will be so. in 
practice, at least under the present policy of His 
Majesty's Government, or until changes in the 
general political situation lead to the adoption of 
other views; but he urges, asa matter of tactice, 
that the Société should still be left with the 
possibility of eventually prolonging the line. 
‘He snggests that the wording of the memorandum 
might be to the effect that His Majesty's Govern 
‘mont cannot agree to the Trans-Porsinn Railiyay 
reaching the sea at any point cast of Bunder 
‘Abbas, and they therefore propose that the 
touthorn section of the line should now start 
from that plies (or the port on the Clarence 
Straits) northwards, and that any fature prolonga~ 
tion eastwards shall remain a matter for their 
consideration and consent. 

Provided that a formula can be found which 
gives us the practical result we require and yet 
Teayos: to the Société a vista, faint though it 
bo, of subsequent oxtonsion, the adoption of 
M. Raffaloviteh’s suggestion may help our 
memorandunt to find acceptane 

2, That His Majesty's Government should give 
a definite assurance that thor should be no con- 
nection between the Bagdad Railway and any 
British linos to tho east of it. 

‘Tho declaration suggested in the parsgraph 
noted in the margin would seem to give all the 
‘asgurarico necessary or desirable, thongh no doubt 
the Russian Government would like to 809 us 
contract ourselyes for ever ont of any connection 
with tho Bagdad system. 

3, ‘hat the Société d'fitndes should be 
authorised to put forward their request for an 
option at once, without waiting for Russian 
agreonient to the aligument now proposed by 
His Majesty's Government. 

M, Raffalovitch pointed out that His Majesty's 
Government have, already, in October 1012, 
agreed to the Société securing the option; and 
have at the same time formally stated that there 
ig no objection to the Russian Government con- 
structing a ling to Tehran. If His Majesty's 
Government now go back on that and insist that 
the soquest for the option must depend on 
Russian concurrence in the proposed Yead- 
Babramabad -Saidabad-Abmadi~Bunder Abbas 
alignment, the result, apart from the iinfortunate 
impression made on the Russian Goverument, 
will bo that the Russian group of the Société 


$24 of draft Me- 
morandum, 


417 of draft Mo- 
morandum, 


5 


‘will themselves tell the Russian: Government thot 
they cannot, in Rnssian interests, any, longer 
defend a policy of waiting for another year or tiro 
years until s settlement is reached on this point, 
‘and they propose therefore to dissolve the Sovists 
and devote themselves to railway construction in 
Northern Persia. 

‘There in force in what M, Raffalovitch’ says, 
for thw prompeot of immediate Russion riliyay 
constrnotion in the north, joined to.eteady Russian 
opposition to any British: railway construction in 
the neutral zone, is unpleasant, There is, how- 
‘ever, sudther side tobe considered’also, If the: 
option is applied for (and jrontod) forthwith, 
while the southern alignment is still the subject 
of discussion and settlement, the Sooidté willl go. 
bead with that part of the line which is agreed 
upon, namely, the northern section. “Meanwhile; 
the negotintions about the south drag on/and on, 
railway development thoro is held up by the prior 
rights of the Société, the railway in the north 
steadily advances, and British trade is) killed. 
‘This may be hypothotical, but it is a contingendy: 
tha shonld be borne in mind, and, therefore, 
while recognising the advantage of ngresing to 
‘an immediate application for the option, euch 
agent should be accompanied hy somo proviso 
that, if no‘ngreement on tho various points raised 
in our memorandum is reached within a year, 
His Majesty's Government, recover full liberty of 
action in the south. 

4, That the Sooiété d'Etudes stiould he ‘autto- 
ised to ask for the terminal port on the Gulf, 
‘under the express condition of rotroceding it to 
tio special Company to he formed, oa|suggésted 
in §8of thy draft memorandum to the Russian 
Government. 

If this will please the Socidté and thereby. 
facilitate an agreement, there\do not appear to be 
‘any serious objections to making our propdssl in 
‘that form: 

Acopy of the draft memorandum, showing the 
‘changes in the wording which would follow from 
adopting M, Raffalovitch's suggestions, is annexed) 
to this paper, 


Foreign Opieo, 
‘April 3, 1914. 
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114602) No. 10. 


Sir Edioard Grey ta Prince Lichnowsky, 


‘Your Excellency, 


Foreign Ofico, April 4, 1914. 
GARENUL, consideration has be ae 


en given to the enquiries contained in the 
memorandum handed tomo by your Exeallency:on the 2nd June to the effect that, as 
thoneed might arise of establishing disect telegraphic communication betiween Germany, 
Gorman Bast Africa, and Ching, the German Government would welcome a declaration 
from His Majesty's Government that they would not opposo in principle the landing of 
a German cable on the shores of the Persian Gulf, and am expression of opinion 
whether tho landing of the cable in Turkish or in Persian torritory would be more 
favourably considered by His Majesty's Government. 

His Majesty's Governmont foal that the. German’ Government, in moving your 
Excellouey to make this enquiry, have given friendly recognition of tle very special 
interest which Great Britain attaches t6 all questions connected with the Persian Gulf, 
and the question hing been thoroughly examinod in the same amicable spirit: but Hig 
Majesty's Government. find themsolves constrained, much to their sagret, to maintain 
the view that the landing of foreign cable on the shores of the Gulf would gravaly 
affeot tho British position in those regions, which it has been a cardinal principle of 
the well-known foreign policy of this country for over 100 years. to. uphold, by the 
sacrifice, at times, of many valuable British lives, and at the oost of continuois and 
heavy national expenditure. 

lis Majesty's Governimant ave no reason to attribute, and do not attribute, any 
Political object to the proposal inde by the Gorman Government, but this cannot 
prevent them from realising that political considerations of serious import arw in fact 
involved. Tt is, theroforo, with the greatost reluctance that they have to. state their 
inability to favor the German schiomo. 

At the same, timo they aro most anxious to da all thoy can to avoid placing 
difficulties in the way of the reasonable requirements of German commores, and they 
will therofore be happy, upon rucoipt of more dotailod information 1s to such require. 
ments, to sce in what way Germany's needa in respect. to greater facilities for 
‘international telegraph communications could suitably be met by other armasigement 
not open to the stimo abjection. 

















Thave, &. 
BE. GREY. 





(15056) No. Ll: 


Sir L, Mallet to Sir Bdward Grey—(Rescived April 6,) 
(Wo.218) 
in, Constantinople, April 2, 101. 
THAYVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from the ‘commissioner 
ou thie Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, reporting on the Commission's march from 
Mohammerah to Umm Chir. 
T have, &e, 


LOUIS MALLET, 












Enclosure in No. 11. 
Mr. Wratislaw to Sir L. Mallet. 


(No. 12) 
a . Camp Umm Chir, Pebruary 28, 1914, 
THAVB the honour to report that the British Commission left Mohammersh, as 
arranged, on the 14th February, and reached this locality before midday yesterday. 
‘The first three nights the camp was pitched by the Karun ot Raliwali, Kajarieb, 
and Umm 'Temsir, om Umm 'Tamutr yo struck serosa to the Kerkal River oii 
was oroasod at Kut Seyid Ali, the operation taking rather more than half a day. At 
Rut Soyid Ali heavy rains obliged us to temain three nights, and it was only on the 
20th February that the Commission was able to march to Hafajieh, ‘The next day 
brought us to Bisaitin, whore we left tho vicinity of the Kerkeh) and arrived yesterday 
at Umm Obir after a short marek, 
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‘Umm Ohir is simply a district on the edge of the maréh, There is-no sign of any 
tation in the neighbourhood. ant 
sepia nuns natch was 188 males, From Mobimmunalsto at Ser al 
se travelled across tho desert, from thenes to Umm Chit, skirting the marshes. 

T have no nows of the other Commissions, but-if they keep to timo they should be 
re Ee Ottis joined ns ut Bisaitin, and has completed the triangulation fvom 
‘Ahwae to this Toality. Twill report tho welts in a separate despatch 

ve, 
4, C WRATISLAW, 
Britial’ Commissioner, ‘Pureo-Persian 
Frontion Commision, 





(15113) No, 12, 
Sin W. Townley to Sir Baioard Grey:—(Reetiveil April 6.) 
Gaia Tehvan, Aprit 6, 1914, 





legrain No. 70 of 3rd Apri : . 
ssnadeDer allan dapialy veowou lo wiptanw is cetenstonh Theanine 
his Highness to adopt this course, 08 intrigues of his fellow-lfinitery and hostility of 
Russian Logation make it irksome for hin to continue in the Cabinet, ‘Ths whole 
story, which is au unpleasant. ono, will He dealt seith iu a'despatch) Cam ax timly 
Convinced as ever thut ths Prince is the most capable: statesman in Pérain to-day, but 
‘under existing conditions T could but approve his detorasination to resign, 

It is somewhat difficnlt to co-operate cordially with my Russian, colleague, whiove, 
memory appears to be phoiomenally short, He assured ive ou Friday morning that 
hho hud sean no Cabinet Minister since cris bogan, and thot he had taken no yet in 
campaign agunst Ainat-Dovle "Minister foe Poreign Afi told ie. yttry 
morning that Russian Minister called on him on Thursday afternoon, and toned 
him that, if Ain-ed-Dowleli was not dismissed, he would refuge to recognine him, and 
would issue stich instructions to Russian consuls in the five northorn provinces as 
would create five Shuja-ed-Dowlohs instead of one. Minister for Foreign Affaire made 

i tement to Cabinet, ey ere ; 
a eeailaly pains dzsand for sKin 60 Dayle aaa teal ining poe kik 
Highness's reported intontion to remove Governors of Resht and Kazyin, two individuals 
who ure especially notorious for their corruption and usclassness, but who/ore slavish 
puppets of Russian convul, Tt wold be an insult to olfor Governot-Conesdlahip ta 0 
nat of Ain-ed-Dowleh's position. Sugaestion origiuhted with his onoinies, hare, who 
swould dearly love ta see the man they fear, and who will now become a popular idol, 
removed from Tehran. 

















[15284] : No. 13, 
Mr. Wratislav to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received April 6.) 


No. 8) ; 
y ie. Bagdad, April 6, 1914. 
ee ON ER from here to Mendeli has been settled by mutual consent under 

th . 
Sih" (Sent froma Soyyid Hassan ; repented to Foreign Office) 





(5286) No. 14: 
Mr, Wratislaw to Sir Edward Grey.—(Roceived Apri) 
Sr aphia) R. Bagdad, April 6, 1914, 


MY tologram No. 7 of 30th March. ‘ 
Commission is inking such unexpectedly. rapid) proyrose that 1 now. se0 des 
abjection to proceeding straight onviaml from Mondoli In view of this: progress an 
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cooler weather which prevails, Colonel Ryder now informs me that he is hopeful that 
topographical work in contral-zone could be done satisfactorily if no time is lost, 
Tithink it sliould ho clearly understood thst, if we fail to nish’ frontior this year, 
British Commission cannot ho kept together until next summer, and that only a 
akeloton will remain to represent His Majesty's Government. 
(Gant from Soyyid Hassan ; repeated to Foreign Office.) 





(15294) No. 15. 
a Mr, Wratislaw to Sir Baward Grey.—(Reecived April 6.) 
o, 10, 
(Telegraphic) BR, Bagdad, Aprit 6, 1914. 
Lh aaa ete eecitina sae Ah, ‘i 





Thave definitely agroed with my Russian, colleague to work straight on from 
Mendeli.. Ho undertakes to co-operate with me in insisting on efficient work in central 
owe and to push on matteo as fot as practicable in the north, 


(Sent from Zorbatia; repeated to Foreign Office.) 





(15660) No. 16, 
Mr 
(No. 28: Seoret.) 





1. Grant Duff to Sir Bdward Groy (Received April 8.) 


ir, ' Berne, April 5, 1914. 

I HAD the Honour to receive your despatch No, 7, Conlidential, of the 1st instant 
ogurding the Prince Salar-ed-Dorio, but was nob uble to se: the Russian Minster 
hhofore to-day, 

M, do Bachoracht vns'4o good as to show mo the whole dossier connected with 
tho Prince's prosence in Switzerland, 

in a despatch dated the 26th November last (0.8) M. Sazonof informed 
M, de Bacheracht that— 


1, On the Prince tindurtiking to residé in Switzerland he would receive a pension 
‘of 10,000 tomans from the Persian Goverment. 

2, That pension would he: paid to him by the Russian Legation at Berne. ‘Phe 
Traperial Government consented to this arrangement aa they did not desire His 
Hightiesa's presence in Porsia: 

3, hs said pension vould omly be paid while the, Prado resided in Switvarland, 
If Bis Highinoss approached the Ruysien Minister with the request to be allowed to 

roceed to France or Italy, his Excallenty was instructed Uo reply, that he could not 
@ parmitted to leave: the country without the special sanction of the Persian 
Government. In case tho Prince quitted’ Switzerland without such permission, 
M. do Bacharach was instructed at onco'to inform the Russinn Government, 





M.do Bacheracht was warned that the Prince might try to establish relations 
svith porsous inimical to the Persian Goverment, or peshape seoredy attempt to leave 
Switzerland in order to roturn to Persia, His Excellenoy was instructed to have the 
Princo watelied. M. do Bachoracht replied that he would do what ke could, but that 
ocal conditions rendered it nearly impossible to carry out this last instruction and 
that ho must. decline all responsibility for tho Prince's actions. 

On the 9th January last (os) the Russiin Government instructed M. de Bacheracht 
to warn tho Prince— 


1, ‘Tovabstain from all attempts against the existing Goyernment in Persia, 

2, ‘That in the present state of public opinion in that country such attompts 
would bo complately abortive: 
__ 3. Tho present Shab, His Highness’s nephew, would, out his attaining his majority 
in July, next, perhaps do souietliing to ameliorate the position of his Kajar relatives. 
‘he Prinice must be patient and refrain from any untoward wotion while tho Russian 
Government was doing whot was. possible to restore order in Persia. Otherwise, they 
‘wouild cease to interest themsolves in his fate. 

4. ‘The Imperial Government would consider certain grievances which His 
‘Highness brought to the notice of the Russian Minister. 
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On the 28th March M. dé Bachoracht wrote to the Prinos’ to say that. information 
ad reached the Imperial Government that cortain Russian subjects had undevtakeu 
to administer his property in Persia and to raigo on ogitation in his favour. ‘Tho 
Imperial Government wished His Higiness to know that chee is not te wnelest 

robsbility of such agitation being snecessful. If any such arrangemont was come 
Behind th bask of the Russian Le Mion at Bomo it would land the Tuperial Gavers- 
‘ment to decline jn fiture to assist His Highness, 

Subsequontly Salar-ed-Dowloh came to Berne and showed M. deBacheracht two 
contracts made with a Russian subject’ named Hoshtori, and dated Berlin, the 
96th January last, Tn these tho Prince gives Hoshtari full powers to. administer his 
properties in Persia and to exploit certain mining conceasions. His Highness pointed 
Sut thit there was no montion oF political matters in these contnucts. ‘ 

‘Me above appears to ba the prosont position of this matter. Tmay mention that 
the Prince is living under the asiumed namo of Malmoud Persan- at. Mofburg, 
Hlofstrasse 116, Zurich VIL. He complains bitterly of the smallnoss of his pension. 
He hns still ubout ton Pereion attendants with him. 

have, dc. 
EVELYN GRANT DUPE. 


SS eee 


(9143) No. 11, 
Sir Haward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
37, 
eee Foreign Office, April 8, 1014. 


HIS Majesty's Government have given their most careful consideration to the 
memorandum of” the Rossian Government respecting the "Traui-Parsian Railway, 
enclosed in your Excelleney’s despatch No, 51 of the 27th February lant, and I transmit, 
to your Bxcellency herewith « memorandiu® which has boen drawn wp in reply. 

‘This poper representa the sattled viows of His Majesty's Government: tipon the 
question, and records a serious and loyal endeavour to/mevt, wi far as possible, the 
wishes of the Russian Government, who will no doubt appreciate the large convembions 
that have now been mide to Russinn opinion: = 

Thave to request that your Exoellancy will communicate a copy of the memorandum 
to tho Minister for Forsigo Affairs, and wil a the wane tine express the garnet hope 
of His Majesty’s Government that it may be find posible to continue, on the lines 
therein laid down, that close and oordin{’co-operition in Persia which isin the beat 
interests of Porsin itself, as well as of Russia and Groat Britain, 


Tam, 


he, 
B. GREY. _ 





(9143) No, 18. 


Foroign Ofice to Socithé internationale d'Etudes div Ohemin de Mer transpersan. 


Sir, -_ Rorelgn Office, april 8, 1914. 
VISCOUNT ERRINGTON, on the 17t1i ultimo, addressed to the ere Office » 
letter enclosing correspondence respecting tho desiro of the Sooidts d'Etudes ‘to put 
forward un nook a8 poublo Chole forinal request to the Persian Goverment for the 
option of construction of the Trans-Persian Railway, and, om the 2nd instant, 
in B, Grey roceived from His Majesty's Ambassador in St. Peterebtingh « memorandum 
iving the views of the Russian Government aud the Russian group of the Société on 
the whol question ot the ‘Truns-Porsian Railway, ee ba ae 
‘These papers have been submitted to the most serious consideration of Fis Majesty's 
Govortment, aud Lam now directed by Sir B. Grey to transmit to you herewith a opy 
of the memorandum which has been sent to the Russian Government in reply, Tt is 
Roped tint astady of this paper will enable the Société d’Rtndes both to have « clear 
understanding of the attitude of His Majesty Government, and alio to pprociate the 
necessity for au agreement betwwen the Société onthe’ one hand and the Kerman. 
‘Mining Syndicate aud Persian Railways Syndicate on the other. 


* Be0.No. 18, 
(1684) D 











T am to add that, given concurrence 1m the wishes of His 

nd agreement between the Soeiié and th 

concur in the terms of the 

ter referred to above, ‘ant the la 
#0 a8 to accord with the considerations 
memorandum, and that it is further tindars 
the Sociétd in virtue of the option lapses, 
Persian Government rio agrosinent has be 


Majesty’s Government 
8 two syndicates, His 
the option, enclosed. in 


8 now sot forth ai 
Majesty's Goverm 


Lord Errington’s lett rovided that the k 


rought-outin.§ 8 of 
tood that all rights 
iE withinise syene Ge Pe ee 


en reached between the Sian ies 


ritish and Russian 


Governmonts on the points raised in that communication, 


EYRE A, CROWE. 












Memorandum for communication to'the Russian Government, 


ry’s Government have taken i 4 sinaiilaeaes 
aemorandutn ofthe Russian Govorament of the 12 (any sein cy eepaidention tho 


the Trans-Persian Railway, aud, in reply; submit the fo a eA argeaena 


lowing observations -— 

1, Tho views exp 
to the Sovidts a'ibtud 
‘5 Government, i 





reased by the Russian Govermnent aa to the prejudice caused: 
g the enterprise are shared. by His 

i reprevénts. a sincere attempt 
inal proposals, the divergencaa 
ie discussions of the quoation, 
lesire of both Govaenmenta to 
that co-operation which should, incroasin 
wasion it i necessary to 
randum of the Lath (25 
t forth are accepted, 


les by. tho delay: in. initiatin 

whose present. communi 
a substantial modification of their ori 
ted themselves during: I 
affect to be given to the di 
ersian, Railway, 
mark thoir relations in Praia, Ror this 
points dealt with in the Russian’ memo 
may, if the views 
ng of active work on the « 
JH obvious. that the fit: point. whic 
ringiple of the route of the railway boty 
om Astura to Ispaban there ia 
from Ispahan onwards His Maj 
hele interoots require that th 
edn tliey conceal their sincore conyioti i i 
cally aiid commercially. ‘They dey howen baw) 
friendly reldtions with the Russian 

‘on ‘this spoint and. to 

with 'y breach to Kerman, 
wand, His, Majesty’ Govern 

aa tals Gererament mt aly 
° or or to the west of 
jectiona noted by the Russian veto si 

1913, to the choice of Bunder Abbas itslt 
sarried out in the neigh 

free from those objections, exists a few 


of opinion which havo mubifos 
and thus enable practical 





beyond the speci 
that the ground Ne aes eee 
leared for an 
calls i deals settlement is. the 
r pveen Aatarn and the Persian Gulf, 
Practical agreement ns to the line to be followed, bat 
~have hitherto maintained that 
Shiraz to Bunder Abbas, nor 
the better rotite, both 
ord prutiol proof 
and they nre therafore prepared 
agree. to an aligoment by Tapahan, ana 


however, desire to af 


~8,On the other 
principle laid down by 


Feich the Gulf of Bund UA eee 


Thuy do not shure the 
their memorandum of the 





thnt surveys Which are now. bei, 
of this point by, proving that. sui 


miles to the west, 


an and the Persian Gulf, two definite limitations 

ig 'to take living shape: one, 
must reach the Persian Gulf at 
tye Government accordingly 
Ispahan-Yea-Anar—Bahramabad (with 





short branch line: of 2 
port on Clarence Strai 


Suitable, with the resorv of continuing the line east from Bunder 


ration by Elis Majesty's Government and 

their express consent, 
as Kerman, and Bis 
British standpoint as 





in no ease be undertaken without 
nda with Russian views in full as: fur 
I nti feel that they ma 
40 conneetion between Kerman and the Gu 


6, The Russian Government will notios 


chs route correspor 


Majesty's. Goverame fairly uk that the 


should be accepted. 
that by their presont proposal His Majesty's 
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Government sbandon their previous condition that they will not commit) themselves to 
any definite alignment. in the south until alternative routes have buen surveyed 
‘and their respective military and political advantages or disadvantages: taken into 
consideration. ‘They have been induced to take this course mainly by the represon- 
tations of the Russian Government as to the imdesirability, om the score both of 
expense and of time, of insisting on surveys of different routes, 

6, His Majesty's Government are also prepared, if the alignment. now proposed 
in accepted, to agree to there being one gags throughout from Astara to Bundor 
Abbas. 

7, Tho practical point which seems to call for decision next to the determination 
‘ot the route is the manner of construction, Taking into consideration the par- 
ticular political circumstances of the Trans-Persian Railway and the fact tht Russian 
trade penctrates from the north ond British trade from the south, the fin and obvious, 
arrangement: would be that construction should start simultaneously from both ends 
‘and continue, so far as possible, both as regards ‘acttal work and provision of finda, 
pari passu, uatil the junction, His Majesty's Government understand, however, that 
tho surveys fr the northern part of the Hine ary riéatly, if not quite, complete, whereas 
they possess only a rough preliminary survey of the southern part, and they recognise 
that they cannot equitably penalise the Société d’Itudes hy insisting that work on the 
northern section should await the completion of the survoys in the'south. If theres 
fore the principle of simuliancous construction from the northern and southern ends be 
admitted they would be prepared to agree that construction in the north should 
begin. as soon as the survey starta from the south, provided that the northern Tine 
ahall in no case proceed beyoud ‘Tehran until construction his been actually begun on 
the southern line, its progress northwards assured us regards funds, and tho: rate of 

‘aufficiontly calculable as to allow of assigning an approximate date for. the 
junstion of tle two lines, 

8, If.and when aligament aud manner of conatruction have been agreed upon i i 
necessary to settle the question of nccess to the Persian Gulf: His Majesty's Govern- 
ment haye noted with great satisfaction that the Russinn Government xeooznine the 
special interests of Great, Britain in this matter by proposing, that the manouement of 

t# in the south eliould, be exclusively in the hands of the British groap of the Soaidts 

‘Gtudes, His Mojesty's Government, for their part, beg the Russia Government to 
believe that they are filly determined to secure for the Société) so fur as it Hos with 
them, every fhoility for freo outlet to the nea, but they must, at, tho game time, 
preserve their other interesta in the Gulf, which might be unduly limited or hampered 
‘were the control of the ports in the hands of even the British group of tha Sovidts, 
since the sole concern of that. body is the-welfare of the railway, His Majesty's 
Goyarnmont would propose that the Société application for a port should be made 
under the express condition of its retrocession ton special sony to be formed to 
work and develop the port, whereon the interests of the Socidtd and of the important 
British enterprises in that part of Persia shall find adequate representation, 

9, ‘Thee seem to be the theee primary questions on which agrestient rvist, be 
reached before the ‘Trans-Persian Railway’ cau come into being, ‘There remain two 
subsidiary points of a practical order which it ia desirable to baye settled, and oh both | 
of these His Majesty's Govermuent aro happy to. be able to meot, the wishes of the 
Russian Government, 

10, The first is the question of parity of tariffrates. If the proposal for 
simnltaneous construction from north and south be adopted, wud if the gsi of 
parity of rates be accepted by the Russian Goyernment, His Majesty's Government 
fire prepared to agree that a detailed sotilement on point may be deferred 
tou ths is an immediate prospect of the northérn and southern sections) being 
unit 

11. The socond point is the method of presenting to the Persian Government the 
formal request for the option for coustruction of the railway. Here, too, His Majosty’a 
Government are ready to agree that the request shall be: put forward without delay by 
the Sosisté; and subsequently supported by the representatives of Russia, France, and 
Great Britain at Tehran Ae provided that it is recognised that, if within » year 
from the présentation of the option no settlement on the points raised in this memorans 
dum is reached, any claims of the Socigté d’Wtudes to railway construction south of 
ead, in virtue of that option, shall lapse, His Majesty's Government lave, in fiucty so 
informed the Société, and have expressed thair concurrence in the text of the request 8 
drafted by the Socihs,cabjoct to 9 modification of the Snal paragraph dealing with the 
eontrol of ports and access to the sea, as explained iu paragraph 8 above. 
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12, Tt would also seem desirable to take formal note of the fact that the British 
and Russian Governments agree to representatives of the British and Russian grou 
of the Société being attached to the surveys in the north and south raspestively. The 
offer now made by His Majesty's Government to accopt a definite alignment renders it 
lunntoossary. to consider further tho question of official representatives of the Russian 
sad British Goveranients composing, or forming part of, the Survey Commission in the 
outh. 

18, ‘There still remains one iniportantspoint which must be sattled before the Trans- 
Persian Railway project ean assume a definite form, namely, the question of Russian and 
British oontrol in che respeotive wections of the line, 

14, The Russian Government will have noticed that the route in the south which 
Hia Majesty's Government are prepared to accept lies muinly in the neutral zone, ond 
that, therefore, were the principle of equal righta in the neutral zone laid down in the 
Russian memorandum ofthe at (L4th) May, 1913, to be mautataed, British, contrel 
would ho limited’ to an extent of the line so small as to be in practice completely 
hogligible, Such a position js obviously impossible and entirely beyond the original 
intention of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway scheme, From’ the oulset His Majesty's 
Government have insisted, as a sine qué non, on having a deciding voice in the southern, 
whilo leaving to Russia control in the northern, sphere. ‘The natural division would 
be Russian control from Astara to Yezd, and British control from Yezd to Bunder 
Abbas. ‘This division should, in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, be observed 
hy considuring the railway-belt (i.¢., the line itself and any mineral’ zone ‘that may be 
attached to it} from Yezd to Bunder Abbas as forming part of the British sphere. An 
alternative method would be to extend the presant British sphere from Bunder Abbas 
westward to include Lingah on the Persian Gulf, in which ease the boundary would run 
from Ras Bistana (Int, 26° 30! N., long. 54° 38’ F.) to Mahdiabad and from’ thence east 
to ita intorsoction with the ling defining the limits of the present British zone, If this 
alternative be adopted, His Majesty's Government would be prepared to agree to the 
section of the railway from Yezd to Mahdiabad being regarded as forming part of the 
northern aeetion, but they consider that it iy essential to thom to safeguard. theis 
interests in Southern Persin by one of these two courses, 

15, If, as His Majesty'a Government earnestly hope, the Ruasian Government were 
to find themsclves able to wocept the yatious suggestions advanced abore, it might seem 
uuncoomsary to carry thid memorandum any further, But the: first result of agrosment 
would be that the Société d'Riudes would at once present ite request for the option 
to the Persian Government, ‘and before it oan do a0 there ism praatheal difficulty which 
must be discussed and surmounted, 

16, "As the Rustian Govornmont are aware, His Majesty's Goverament have from 
he dutsel made iv.clear that their support has bosn pledged to ‘the legitimate interests 
acijuirod ond claimed by the Kerman Mining Syndicate and ita allied group, tho Persian 
Railways Syndicate, and have throughout, insisted that.the fusion of those interests 
with the Société d'itudes, or co-operation betiveen the two groups, is/an essential 
preliminary to the construction of the southern section of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway. 
the aligainent: now propose for that rilay, runs, from: Maliiabad to within, sboit 
35 miles of Bunder Abbas, through the centre of the area claimed for the Kerman 
Mininig Concession, and will further clish with the Persian Railway Syndicate's option 
fois foun Pal A Oe to atiann cOntéha etiee kent tee eases d'Etudes 
hold that the ‘Trans-Porsian Railway should receive. t 
on each side of thy line, ‘There is thus a double neyotiation to be carried out, one for 
mining rights and one for settlement of claiins to railivay coustruction, 

17, Cortain proliminaxysteps to this end have already beon taken, and the Greenway 
group’ (the two Syndicates abovo mictitioned) have shown themselves propared to. be 
conciliatory, and His Majesty's Government: trust that a discussion botween tho grou 
nd the delegate whom, ax they understand, the Société propose to, send to London for 
the purpose may lead to a satisfactory settlement, 

18, A copy of this memorandum is being communicated direct to the Société, in 
order to facilitate an early opening of negotiations betwoen the Société and the 
Giveaway yroup, and it may be usoful briefly to outline now the main points upon 
which the latter ask to recsive satisfactory assurances. ‘They are as follows — 























ral rights over a bolt of land 








19, Taking os @ basia| the suggestion of the Russian Government, in their 
memorandum of the 18th (26th) Rebrusry last, that, the belt of land necessary to the 
‘rais-Porsian Railway should be measured off for it on both sides of the route, along 
its whole length, on the condition tht the Société binds itself to grant the Kerman 
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i oats a certain shore in the working of any mineral wealth which may 
Stes found in the belt, the Syndicate would make their nccsptance 
dependent on:— : =) 

(i) Protetion fr the intoress of the Persian Railyays Syndicate, of ther sion, 

ro050 ith those of the Trans-Persian Railway. - 
on ey that che prtieuat mining deposits which the Mining Syndicate have alvas 
had Srview should bo excepted from joint working, even if found to oxist within the 
railway belt. ‘Thess deposita aro few in number, and His Majesty's Governmend arp 

wopared to ual the Syndicate to indicate to them beforehand their situation and ares, 
Jo hs to safeguard the interests of the Bosils font sip Snore, of the Syadeats 
hen the route is actually determined, otra 
domcat Kasia of adequate fulitie for eonveying the Syncieate's mineral produots 
&c,, on the railway and for their despatch from the portof shipment. 6 

” (Gv,) Russian support for, or at least cessation of opposition to, the immediate grant 

of the Kerinan Mining Concession by the Persian Government, 











20, (It i mderatood that any mineral rights acquired by the Sooidts 
aetna Sie eatnan Misiog, Syndionto bro. exclusive) of ofl, the tights’ to which 
have already been disposed of by the Persian Government throughout the whole, of 

eran : i 
Se Maes Catt sant pa CONE alk desirable to remind the Rossin 
Governiaent that chore havo been other: railway, projests doused in conection wil 
the Traus-Persian line, ‘They think, therefore, that: the operat shoul Rad 
in this apes, high aims af being a, Gual_and completa statarent of the poviton 
Hi Majesty's Goverument on the whole outjet to cleus up thee pointe ma well 

22, Tho Tussin Governiuent ans acquainted. with the support sosordid by His 
Majesty's Government to the Persian Railways Syndicate, not ouly, fo tha Bundes 
‘Abhoa-Kerman Tine, dealt with above, but sleo for Tinos from Molammerah to 
Khorsmabad, from Bashi to, Shirss and from Bundes Ablns vik Shieus to Abas 
‘he Russian Govermnent have a tra expressed the strongest: objections to the Bunder 
Abbu-Shiraz-Abyiae lino, avhigh in their viow can only by regarded au designed fon 8 

oof the Bagdad Raley, dave Turthes ol ea 

i the right to construct, or to } 
He ethos in oa fom lapalan io Bhives, apaben te Ahwas, Taba 
fChovumaiad, Vead to Shiraz, and Yeed to Kerman. ; eet 

29, ‘Tho lst line will nov, if the present suggestions aru arsed out be mong in 
sho Trons-Porvian Railay, but as rogarda tho ethers, Hin Majesty's Govern 
consider that. there is scope for both tho Reusian nnd British schomos, nnd they abe no 
insuperable obstacles to, but rather obvious advantages in, ‘thoao achomes wor! ne aA 
co-operation. Th their opinion, the fret and movt important nnalgamation ould be 
for dhe Russian Government to continwe the Mohemnmoralt-Khoremabad line to Burijivd, 
ber etait Bagdad Railway, His Majesty's Goyeroment are anxioiia to 
dispal in the complotest manner possible the supposition entertained by the Russian 
Goerament, that, Britis salway-projeots in Persis nim at Nnkig up the aud 
Railway with Tndia, No och suggestion hua over beon under their conaiderstion, 

26, In conclusion, His Majesty's Government trast that the Russian Gaeeatient 
‘will realise and appreciate the spirit which has inspired: this memorandum, Tt keoks 
either to avoid nor to lous over those points what, political considerations senda it 
Impossible for. both Governments to soe eye to eye; it ia founded on the belief that, 
agreement, it can bo reached, ean only be loyal and lasting i thoge point of ioe 
have beon slearly rvalised as factors that must be allowed for, and as constituting. the 
fixed Tinits within which, a. working solution, ip to bo founds, but it representa 
‘sincere and earnest attetapt of His Majesty's Government’ to go to the ie i ac 
concessions consistent with their view of the essential couditious of ‘Ube, po 
interets, inthe hopo that the Russian Govoroment, animated by, stalay desire nay, 
by concessions on their side, secure the definite: realisation of the ‘Trani-Persian 
Railway. 

Foreign Ofice, April’8, 1914. 
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f15991) No. 20, 


Tndia Office to Poreign O fice (Received April 11.) 
Six, 
T AM ditected by the: Socroto 
5 ty of Stata for India to 2 i 
Jp fetter of tho 8th Hnetant, on the subjoct of the trans Beriey Rage Saae 
Man acucNe im the instinetions which it is proposed to fase to His Majosiys 
Attbassalor, St. Potorsburgh, and in the terms of iateuoauten tite cee 
T am, howover, +t it 
rome amare to observe. that it would haya . 
of 4 moro detailed examination of the recommondatt inenlipacnenil 


Tam, &. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 





(16092) No. 21 


Sin W,. Tonley to Sir Hdwward Grey —(Recvived April 12,) 


mphic.) R 
NSTRUCTIONS contained in your telegram No. 67\of 


present, He is tnost anxious. to pin various Mink 
sont, I 0 in vai 
which Jie is oteupied. On its eonclasion: pol he inae 


figures, whieh wro apt:to mislead. Accord 

anor ofl: commanding peters ; 
Nl be 90,9191. for gendirmoes and 14,2 i 

105,192, ora teduotion of ubont 50 000K, ih pat 








[16088) No. 22, 


Sir W. y ir B 
{ 0.103, Townley to Sir Edward Grey\—(Reeeived Apri 12:) 
Telegraphic.) 


MY elspa No, 4 of 25th Maroh : Pee 


Persian gendarmerie and Cossack bri, 


fous and to add chat 
Test any. attempt to. increase. Coseack brigade 


that 


low of 


Russian Minister has put for 
7 nister has put forward o scheme under which bri 
reorganised on similar lines t0 gendarmerie, Russian vlfee: Tava ee 
, Russian of i : 
Persian Government, their manber tbe linited to 8000 aa at ee 


eit : 
employed in five northern provinces, He assérts that scheme haa the approval cf tee 
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Ministry for Foreign AGairs, but owns that Minister of War has not, pronounced 
upon it. 

PON Minister for Foreign Affairs replied verbally to suggestion that hie could only lay: 
it before the Cabinet if t vas agreed that gendarmerie should be employed throughout 
dhe country anid Rossin foros restricted garsson work aul for, 9 8, a expedi- 
tionary force when needed. Regent thinks that force should havo’ its Hendquarters. at 
‘Tehran, and should merely be'sent into the eduntry on special service, not hinving: any 
detachment centres outside the capital. 

Tis most desirable that early solution of this quustion sliould be Feached, os it is 
causing much auxioty and uneasiness. 


(Confidential) ‘ 
Ways of Russian Minister aro so peculiar that, nobody Ieiaws whether or not to 


place any confidence in what ho says, He constantly contradicts impelf, and rarely 
says the samo thing to two different people, 








16176) Aa 


Sir W. Towonley to Sir Bdicard Grey —(Received April. 14.) 


No. 70.) 
ir, Rehran, March 14, 11s. 

‘THE final results of the Tehran elections were published on tho) 10th instant, 
when the supervising coumittee lind completed the worutiny of some 17,000 votos for 
tho Tehran electoral district, ‘Though no census hns ever been made, it is gonorally 
‘estimated that the populition of the capital is about 260,000. ‘The inale ion 
‘should amount to at least. 160,000 parsons, and this figure, compared. to. the 17,000 
Yolws recorded, tende to show: that s comparutively. small circle is’ interested inthe 
question of parliamentary institutions, OF these 17,000 yotera a, great, nuuber oro 
Teported to have shown their entire ignorance'of the whole proceeding by, inscribin 
on their -yoting papers the names of the Prophet. aud! his descondints, or of the. Sh 
anid his Ministers. Tt seoms therefore moro than probably if such aro the conditions 
in the capital, that the wholo movement in fayour of constitutional government. in this 
country is relly only taken getioasly: to Heart. by a comparatively, amiall element with 
fan inner amclous of professional politicians. It may be observed that this is by no 
means a novel phenomenon, and is merely x repetition of tho history of nearly 
countrios at the opening stages of their parliamentary life: 

Of the twelve deputies elected all have formerly beon members of the previous 
Parliaments, so that, thereis no iw element papa ia Six are cloricals and, six 
formor Ministers or Presidents of the Chamber. ‘They repfesent the Moderate party. 
of the last Medjliss, and the reanlt is distinct defeat of the so-called Democratic 


party. 

‘he elections have, { believe, been purposely rolarded by wish Of the Regent, 
ose one gaca objet i to euture that the young Shah shall bo crowned o his next 
Virthday:in July. Whe Regent's fear was that the, Modjisg might be ominated by 
the Democratic elemont—oven thongh ins minority—and that bis arch-enemies, the 
Demoorats, might vote for the grolongation of the Slioh's minority, which would 

revent him from eatrying out is dotermiation to crown the Shinn and withdravs 

m the Regency, the responsibilities of which he whirks. ‘ 

sithere soems to bo no fear of uny such eventuality. at present, and thie provinces 

will naw no doubt: ho. also invited to olect deputies. There is of course tho great 

Uificulty as to Azerbaijan, whore it i8 anticipated shat Shuja-ed-Dowleh, willl proyent 

the elections unlose he receives categorical instructions from the Rusaidns not to do 86: 
Dbut the other provinces aro likely to send in thoir deputies in the course of timo. 

Tenclose & list of the twelve Tehiran deputies. * 
Thaye, Xo, 
WANDER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure in No. 23, 


‘Téhran Deputies » Final Results, March 10, 1914. 


Motamin-ul-Mulk. 
Haji Seyyid Nasrallaly. 
Haji Sheikh Hussein Yazdi. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
Ehtesham-es-Sultanoh. 
Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek. 
Mohtashem-as-Sultanch, 
Rca, 

irza, Mohammed Sadiq Tal i 
10. Zoka-ul-Mulk. ree 
"11, Haji Agha Shirazi. 
"12. Haji Imam Jumah Khoi, 


Sensor ewe 








(16176) No. 24, 
on) Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Grey —{Reeeived April Ui.) 
ir, Tahiran, March 16, 1914, 


T HAVE tho honour to forward to yon herewith some interesting notes on th 

Gossack brigade, which hays heon d itary attaoh.¢o- Eis 

Goveek rignd whieh have been div p for ane bp the military tad to His 
Thave, &e. 

WALTER ‘TOWNLEY 





Enclosure in No, 24. 
Notes on the Persian Codsacl Brigade, 1914, 
‘THD following notes regarding the Persian Coseuok brigacd i i 
4 W re le be of 
‘iow of tho dosiro of the Russian Government, as expressed by. M. Korostovets ina 


rovont interview with tho Minister for Foreign Affairs ia Teh i 
Aevaomene GEO bApsinNonton Yokes ho hohe sereeae 


1. Orjanieation and Numbers. 


‘The brigade in Tohran nominally consists of -— 





Of the above foree, the followi faye fate 
ann he shove fore, te following ate belived to bo at presen distributed between 


Siuidrows cavaliy 4 
Conipantes infant ad 
Moustaia gang (10) 

Macblae guns”, 








* Glerical elowent, 


i 











‘The following are the present aumbars of the brigade, as given by General Prince 
Yadbolsky, commanding, on the tet March, 1914 — 

















Infantey. | Cavalry, | Avtiléry. 























Ora total strane of 97784 men. 








Tn addition to tho aboye mumbers there are 716 pupila at the! Cossack school in 
Tohran. 

‘he siombers included! under “other dolachments” are, promunably the dowel 
mente at Kormanshah and Hamatisn. It is doubtful whether the detachments at these 
tivo places aré ag strong as thay aro reprosented to be: 

Daring a rocont visit to the brigade parade ground there appoared to bo more 
sotivity than usual in honour of my presence, and it is probable that the total available 
strength of tho brigade in Tehran, exclusive of the large number of guards in the town, 
‘was present. Leatimated the numbers a8 -— 





















Carahy. 
fafantry 
‘tilly 

iiss of m.2.08. 





Total 


2. Armament. 


‘The infantry seén were armed with tho” Rusiinn “threo-line" vite. ‘Tho axas 
appeared to bo old aud not very wall. Kept. Tho cavalry have till got. the Borda 
Hie. In tho barracks T wai twenty-five new magazine carbines, which Twas asked 
not tohandls. The tiorse battery hus fow: Sohneidor-Crousot 7’b-centim. QI. guns 
with shields, Ono of the mountain batteries is also armed with a 75 Schneider 
Groasot QuF. gun ona low carriage drawn by one mule. ho other battery, which T 
did not see, i, Lam told, armed with an ld and inofficient gun, "Pho guns were well 
Kept, but the horse battery was poorly horsed. I had no opportunity of seoing. the 
Peuiios working, ‘he brigade has to Maxim guus whioh aro ither at Hianaden or 


Kermanshah, Iwas told that ten more hud been ordered from Russia, 














3. Training and Bffoiency. 


‘The training of the brigade x8 to bo practically limited to ound 
Cie ein red ut to the country to the north of d \0 city, bub do. 

Taye occasionally met, the 
mounted Cossscks in twos and threes with Russian instructors, and was informed that 
they were doing, reconnaiaéance work, but doubt whether 9 barious taining 


‘or Indian troops, and any- 
‘where else but in Porsia srould be negligible as fighting force, It is obvious that its. 
solo raison dre is ao 9 rusianising agency. Lorge amber of Porsians in quis 

[1684] 
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RICHARD A. STEEL, Major, 
Tehran, March 6, 1914, et 





(16177) No. 25, 


Sin W. Pouentey to Sir Hilicard Grey.—(Recoived April Us) 


‘ ; Lehran, March V7, 1914. 
ismit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 


T have, &. 
WALTER TOWNLDY, 


————e 
Enclosure in No: 25, 


Summary of Events for four weeks onding Marcl 17, 1914, 


Tehran, 


‘Turkish Ambassador, Sadirodin Boy, left on the 
Assim Bay, arrived on the following a re 
m, the new Governor-General of Karman, left for 


or of Ispahan, hae arrived at Tehran. 
han on private, business. 
were 


Haslmat-ul-Mulk—Thia person ia still detained at tho Ministry i 

r ts », rare at vi s 
ond) ot tho, quest of His Majesty's Minister, his imprisonment has eae 
edtatning his ons eat” bas een “approachod by various pordata with & view to 


G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Oriental Secretary, 
Tabriz, 
‘The Governor-General makes ‘Do secret of his disloyalty to the 

Central Gi; - 

zene Only some four or five copies of the seer naea the ferent 
which it was intended should be promulgated in the most impressive and widespread 
{uanner, were posted in Tabriz, atid these only in'the quarters inhabited by Christians, 
ae Governor-General recently causod a certain Mirza Rahim, brother of Slioikh Salim, 
agho. was seed by tho Russians’ two ‘years ago, to bo: privately exectted in 
Srainstances which point to the tacit approval of the Russian authorities, M. Lijten, 
oman of the German Legation at Tehran, has been appointed acting German 


consul, ah appointment not without interest in view of i 
sn Lagan on bball of Geman conteeal eines Me! sevty of the 


1g 


Rest. 


‘A continual movement of small detachments of Russian troops has been taking 
place during the last mouth, the net result of which is the augmentation of the 
garrison at Kazvin by 100 mon,. A battery of four guns has, however, left that place 
for Russia, and it is probable that the above movements are preparatory to a certain. 
reduction of the garrisbu, The vice-consul at Resht sends a translation’of an article 
in the “Astrabad News” recounting the enforced gales of Iand near Astrabad to the: 
Russians. The Russian consul is reported to have used. promises and threats to 
‘Turkoman owners to sell a tract of country 80 miles Jong nnd varying from 44 to 
24 miles wide, together with rights to the waters of the’Gurgan, It is teported from 
‘Meshed, in connection with the above, that, 2,000 or 3,000 Russian, settlers wera sent, 
from Baku to Astrabad at the beginning of February, and that the stream of 
jmmigration continued during the month, 


Meshed. 


The condition of the proviues on te whole i quiet, but robberies wd violence 
are on the inorease in Chinaran, Binds of Tarkomaus who wero preparing to. raid 
Jojarm have been repulsed, and have quitted the country.. No robberies ura reported 
on the main routes. | Somo Persians linve been detested in tho aywtematic emugiling, 
of arms and ammunition into Meshed from Sirakhs. ‘The customs officials at Bajairan 
havo arrested a Russian oart driver who was detected in an attempt to muggle, arms 
seross the frontier. ‘This is the first timo: that, customs officials have ventured. to 
search and detain a Russian subject, A Russian officer and two Cossacks have loft 
Kuchan vid Bam and Safisbad for Sabzewar for the purpose, it is suspected, of 
fomenting disturbance there. Nayir-ed-Dowloh ia making stronuons efforts to obtain 
Russian support for his retention as Governor-General, Complaints continue to be 
received from various district, but especialy from ‘Tinbat end Haida, of tho 
misconduct of revenue officials. ‘The Moderate Nationalista are vory aotivs in Meshid 
in vievy of the approaching oloctions for the Modjliss, and gre endeavouring: to Knit the 
franchise to the town of Meshed in order. to exclude Russian protéaée. Tho latter aro 
recviving such assistance as it is possible fuc tho Rnasian consal-general 10 give thom, 
A Belgian official in ths employ of tho Russian’ Government, M. Leopold Rims, ie 
reported tobe at Taba, in Khorasan, where ho arrived in January, travelling, ¥i& 
‘Kuchan, and is collecting economic data in connostion with railway schemes, 


Topahan. 


‘The Governor-General, Samsam-es-Sultanch, together with Sardar Jang, arrived 
ot Ispalan'on tho 2ist February. ‘Tho lattor has left for the Bakktiari country. ‘Tho 
condition of tho town is quiet but Reza Khan Jouzani ‘iy still repotted to lie 
perpetrating outrages inthe neighboishood, Mase, however, are now in progress 
for hie suppression, 


Yo. 


‘The town and district aro reported quiet, and all yoads reported safo and caravans 
moving freely. ‘The caravan trafic appoara ta\ he very satisfactory, no. fewer than 
7,000 laden camols passing through tho town in one wesk in various directions, 
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Shiraz, 


do mie toublo which had boon threatening st Kaaéraa for some time past, and which 
48 mainly attributable to the regrettable escape of the brigand AU Mahomed an 
November last, camo to a head on the 26th Fobruary. Mater Oblora, cree io 
command of the gendarmerie, numbering between 300 and 400 men, was Killed shen 
attacking the stronghold of Nasr-i-Diwan, who had thrown in ljs lot with the forces of 
disorder. ‘Tho attack failed, and the gendarmerie were cloeely besieued in their 
arranstill relieved on the'lth March by combined Iorces fron Shirase Hae 
‘The fortunate arrival of Cuptain Rimbeaud, assistant to Colonel Merrill in the Facg 
Jocal forces, on the 28th February, greatly contributed td the successful defence snade 
by the gendarmerie, Coloxel Merrill co-operated in the relief with a hastily raised 
{oreo of mounted mon, and assumed command on. entering Kazorun, taking energete 
measures to restore order and prevent outrages. It is reported that somo looting took 
Plaoe attor the recapture of Kozorun by the gondarmes. ‘The large gathering of 
Ali Mahomed nd Nasi-i-Diwan took to the mountains. Punitive measures are Delug 
considered, Mme, Ollson, who was in Knzerun, was with the besieged gatrisos, te 
reported to have rondored great assistance in’ tending wounded, andl left tor Sines, 
on the reliof of the gondarmes. Major Oblson's. body was recovered and conveyed to 
Shiraz, where it.wns buried on the 7th March. A supposed attempt to gssassinete the 
finance agent, ML. Stas, ocourred on the 2ist February evening. Nesr-ul-Mulk, who 
hs for some tine been suspected of intriguing against the Finance Department, has 
een arrested in connootion with the outrage. The Kawam-ul-Mulk is reported to be 
atill nt Lan, ‘The Governor-Genoral hus rycalled tho latter's son, Nast-ed-Dowleh, velo 
had left to join his father with tho evident intention of adding to his embarravaunante 


Seistan, 


th 


‘The foroe of gondarmerie, 
loft Kerman for Bain to oppo 
reported to have been abe 


villoge of Darain, After fighting all 


‘The Baluchis 


ter, a 
sud Kermanshah after the Nauru; 
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worse than ever, a general condition of inseourity ond anarchy prevailing, ‘The 
telegraph line between Kermanshah and Kasr-i-Shirin, which hiss been interrupted for 
the last two years by tho rebellion in Western Persia, ia now comploted, and hag been. 
counectod with the Turkish system since the 15th February. 


Bushire. 


Major Knox has assumed charge as Political Resident in the Persian Gulf and 
‘consul-general in place of the late Mr. Lorimer, * 


Alwwas. 


‘The expedition which had for ite object the punishment of the Sagwands for 
recent outages has been only partially. auccessful. Mulla Abd-ee-Seyyid. hns been 
discharging his duties as officiating Goyernor. ino most satisfactory muanner, aud 
it is hoped that his appointment will be confirmed. ‘The ‘sition at Bobbin is 
unchanged, No revenue has os yet beon paid by any of the Kugelu chiefs, and tione 
of the Jatter, with the exception of Shukurullali Khan, Boir Almedi, have tudo thet 


submission. 
RICHARD A. STREL, Major, 


Tehran, March 18, 1914. Military Attaché. 





{26180} No. 26. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward’ Groy.—(Reeeived April 143) 


(No, 75. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, March 18, 191A, 

POLITICAL circles in Weliran wero somewhat startled. when on theiLOth instant 
the local. newapapor called the “Read” published an intorview with the Russian 
Minister in the course of which my colleaguo—whio, by the way, gaye: me -n0, provious 
inkling of his intention—roferred to practically all the important quostione with 
which hy and Land tho Persian Government arp dealing at this moment, 

‘The subject-matter of this intorview was, venture to think, sufficiently important 
ta justify «rather long telegraphic summary whieh Chad the bowowr to send ip my 
telegram No. 83 of the 12th inatant, and T now transuit @ full translation of the 
interview which his boen preparod by Mr. Churchill, 

‘The interview, of course, at. ance formed! the: subject of general comment here, 
sud the Persian mind, which is highly developed in the domain of polemics, wad not 
slow to take up the siumerons points in tho interview which easily loud themolyes to 
hostilo-criticiam, ae 

T need only draw four attention to one of those, uamoly, the passage in which 
M. Korostovots. ts quoted as follows :— 


pats . a period of confusion should recur, the Russian Government would 
make some change in the Constitution snd the laws passed in order that there should 
be a proper constitutional system, .. . .” = 


‘The Shah's, observation on the interview—repeated to me by the Regent in 
‘confidence—was ;— 


“What o vory extraordinary thing for the Russian Miniiter to’ haye dono! It 
must have all been prearranged.” 


‘The Regent, in commenting on this last remark of the Shah's, mentioned tho 
name of Saad-ed-Dowlels , 

Now Lhad already been informed through « reliable seoret source that in fact 
Ssad-ed-Dowleh had brought about tho interview and was responsible for its Persian 
text, AS all the facts connected with the sudden, appearance of this interview 
absolutely bear out this report, I feel little doubt ax to ita accuracy. ‘The: mare fact, 
which Uhaye clicited, that ho toxt was not first submitted to the Russian Oriental 
Secretary for corrsotion before appearing in the Ha en Dear out the 
report of sy sccrut informant, unles tis to be Suppo hat so important au inter 
‘View would be allowed’ by M. Korostovet to appear in ati Oriental language practically 

[i684] G 














without supervision of any: Kind. Tn answer to.an enquiry as to whether the wording 
of the published text correctly conveyed the Tanguage he used at the interview. 
M. Korostovetz said that his Oriental Semeney had read it over and found it quite 
accurate, Tater on Mr. Churchill was asked to send his translation for the Russian 
Minister to read, as thoy had not timo in thie Russian Legation to prepare one. 

‘The statement attributed to the Treasurer-General that if the two Powers made 
Parsi an advance he could prepare a budget in the course of the next two years is of 
course a distortion of the facts, thongh Lunderstand from the Russian Le; ition that 
this is actually what M. Korostovetz said to his interviewer, M. Mornard ridicules’ 
the statement, and points ont that what he actually said was that an advance would 
permit him to draw tip a budget which would balance the country’s revenue and 
expenditure for a period. of two years, 

Tn the course of conversation with my Russian colleague, I have gathered that he 
vame away from St. Potorsburgh with the idea that his Government still favoured the 
candidature of Saad-ed-Dowleh for some high office such as the Premiership, and he 
had of Into thrown ont broad hinta as to his Government's alleged dissatisfaction with 
Ained-Dowleb. All these matters are being commonted upon in political cizgles here, 
aud are giving riso to much apprehension. 

Teed hardly repeat that Sand-ed-Dowleh is extremely unpopular and has by no 
Teanga good reputation, whereas Ain-od-Dowloh has shown by his stateamarlike 
fee that he is capable of good work. M, Korostovet® has asked me what attitude 

should adopt wero ho to receive instruction from St. Petersburgh to demand 
Ain-ed-Dowloh’s dismissal. I replied that, unless [ had Previously received 
instructions from you, Sin, not to do ao, alould strongly support the ‘Prinee, as T 
considered him Persia's most able executive statesman living, Padded that T thought, 
that he would come to consider him in the samo light when he had got over the 
rojudics oroated against him for gome reason unknown to me by M. Sabline, and 
had come ‘to realige that all the poison instilled into his Governmont’s mind came 
directly, from ‘Saad-ed-Doiwleh through his near rolative the Persian Minister at 
St. Potorsburgh, 

If my Russian colleaguo continues to work on the lines of policy which he seems 
tobe Pursuhig, at present, fear that harmonious co-operation will prove somewhat 
difficult, though T will of course do all in ‘ty power, by putting my views and the 
actual facts clearly bofore him, to maintain the close and harmonious rolations which: 


hive existed’ between ‘our two legations since the signing of the Anglo-Russian 
Convention, 
2 Thave, &e, 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 
—————— nr 


Bnelosure in No, 26, 
Extract from the Rand,” March 10, 1914, 


i] the pleasure of interviewing his Excellency 
, 00 political matters relating to Porsia for 


General Situation. 


Wo'nsked his Excellonoy whether ho could sey so soon after his arrival what he 
thought regarding the future prospects of this country, and what his personal views 
on the subject were. 

His Bxcollency, who spoko with manifest pleasuro, expressed his appreciation of 


the friendliness and hospitality of tlie Persians. He said they wore very friendly and 
eacoful, and. furthermore, Bf 


forei 
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Bustian Policy in Persia. 


His Excellency was asked whether he could state the policy of Russia towards 
Porsia, and whether it was likely that there would be, as in the past, a difference. of 
view on the subject between the Russian representatives and the Russian Government, 

Petoreburgh. : ; 
aS Te ealdeey ai hate cold not say definitely what waa the policy of Russia 
in Porsis, but his instructions were to. strengthen the friendly relations oxistti 
‘between the tivo countries, fo help the progress and independence of this country, ad 
t assist in bringing about the reforms which havo beon begun, | His Bxcellony said 
that of conrse there ware two partica with opposite views in Russia, One was of 
opinion that the Persians were ablo, with the necossary help of their neighbours, to 
manage their own affairs themselves, ‘The other party had political views contrary to 
the above. But the views of those in office in Russia were that the biepiaantl 
assistance must be given to tho Persian Government to enable them to conduct the 
Government themselves, 


Bmployment of Troops in the North. 


His Exosllenoy was askedl whether in his opinion the withdrawal of the Russian 
ope te arene rfc tonic cio belie ear ao aaneh pean far arte 
the complete evacuation of these troops was likely to he effected as reported in cartain 
repapers ? ; 
wy Hig) Exealleney safd- that fais optafon the Rabeinn troopo ahoild bo withakawa, 
Moreover His Imperial Majesty the Emporor hind apecally commanded him to bring 
about. the evacuation, and instructions to this effect had. also boon given to hin. by the 
Foreign Ministy, ‘Tho Vieoroy of the Caucasus als shared this view. ‘Tho former 
Ruasian Prime Minister, who was also Minister of Ringeo, was of opinion that, the 
3,000,000 roubles spent on the Russian troops in Persia could. be more profitably 
expended atyhome, Therefore the ovacuation would bo begun at Kezvin, and all the 
troops there would bo withdmwn by the month of April, and only a small number 
would remain for the protection of the consulate, In. the place of the troops thus 
withdrawn, no others would be sent from Riasia. 


The Be-Shah. 


His Excellency was askod whether the return of the ex-Shah had }eon completel 

abononed or did his Excellency Chink that he ox-Shah ll hought of turing, an, 
if so, whether the Imperial Government would. assiat,him, or not. 
v) His xcellonoy "ale that tho deposed Shah recently roturiied to the Court of 
St Potorsburgh and naked for asdistance to return to Poraia, but. the Poroign Minietry 
roplied eatagorically that tho ex-Shah must put out of his head all thought of roturning 
to Persia, His Exoellancy was assured that the Russian Government would not ansist 
or help him, 


Russian Policy and Persia's Constitution, 


His Excellency was asked whether it was possible that Persia's Constitution might 
be contra Russia's political and economic interest. 

“Tis dane replied that of course it was clear that tho two Goveramonts had 
recognised Persia’s Constitution, and that therefore they were not opposed to the 
principle of a constitutional form of Government. But they feared leat a roorudescendo 
of confusion should occur. If, contrary to expectation, w period of confusion should 
recur, the Russian Government would make some change in the Constitution: and the 
Jaws passed in order that thers should be s proper constitutional system. ‘This was 
because of their proximity and the fact that: Porsia wasa neighbour of Russia's, and if 
2 period of confusion chou! recur Russia's interests would guifer, Furthermore it 
was in tho interest of the Porsians themselves to have a suitable constitutional system. 


The Convention of 1907. 
‘His Excellency was asked whether in his opinion the convention was advantageous 


to Porsia, and whether he thought thay in the future it might be dangerous to Persia, 
seen eager eth arty Peatra eran Crome em ATT 
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uipon with misgiving und fear by 
Aggressive’ intentions towards Per 
stipulates. respect for the 
undértoo! 


deprecated, 

His Excellency had no dou 
poitiotism, and put aside 
aflairs of the countr 


evi 


country. r i i 
nye | 2 ly did this apply 
iy 8 Govern look aftar bineelf 


was extremely 
respect: to it, 


in tho evont of the gondarmerie administration 
igdom and bringing about security, it would not 


The Question of a Laryo Loan, 


His Excetloncy was questioned as to 
Conditions attachiod to it, 


His Excellency replied th: 


4 contemplated Anglo-Russian loan aud the: 


4 conyersati 
latter had 


ait 


25 


conversation on the subject, no definite decision ind os yet been come to, Hig 
Excellenicy expressed his murprise that the question of railways had not yal been 
sottled, and said that of course if this matter could be satisfactorily ananged the 
conclusion of a large loan would also folloyr. 


Question of an Advance. 


We'said that rumours were current that the Persian Government were aslking the 
tivo Governments for an advance, and engnired as to his Excellenoy's views, on the 
subject. 

His Excellency’ replied that toa cortain extent this matter depended on tho 
railway questiou, but he could not express definite opinion) asi tho Peratin Govern 
mont had not so far entared into negotiations in this respect oflivially. 


Phe Trans-Persian Railway, 


We said wo hud heard that the British Goverumont opposed Rssia rpating the 
ropasal to build suoh a railivay, and wo asked his: Excellency whothor he could give 
tis ‘pinion of tho subject 

lis Excellency replied that the only difference of view related to tho alignment, 
‘The Russian Government favoured an alignment from North-West to Sonih-Wast 
Persin, but the British Government desired if to he from northwest w the sonth and 
the Persian Gulf, 


The Treasury and Opposition in the North. 


His Excellency was’ qhostioned ai to the opposition to tho ‘Treasury in, cartain 
partg of the nortland the report that Shuja-od-Davloh interfered in financial affaitey 
collected the malint directly, and opposed the ‘Treasury. 

His Excellency replied that the Persian Govornment had made complaints on this 
score As well, But of courss it is avidont that formerly thre, was no propor syatom in 
the matter of maliat, and ths maliat officials collected the revanies: in dilforont ways’ 
and now that a new system Tis boon introduced ond the poople ave not: aissuatomed to 
it, discussions and inoidente naturally arise, Tis) Hxcellenoy did nob think the miitter 
important, but bo was surprised to seo that sone people came to him and said! that as 
they were under Russian protection ‘thoyneod: not pay taxes on, thoix estates, His 
Excellency laid grent stress on his surprise in this/connection, 


The Question of Averbaijan. 


His Excelleticy was asked whether the Russian Goyernment wore only interested: 
in the security of the province’ of Averhaijax or whothes they personally. favoured 
Shnja-ed-Dowloh, who was the object of popular hatred, Furllisrmors, ebonld. the 
Persian Government desire to dismiss Slinja-ed-Dowleh and place in his oteail 
Powerful Governor whd enjayed the Russian’ Goverhment’s eoufdenco, would this bo 
contrary to Russitin futeroste ? ; 

is Kxcillonay replied that he had notrecelyed proper instructions on this point, 
tut the’ Russian Government were triondly: wowardy the Sleiecodsboviels ata 
for itr uy van hat fer par of dru yor of ean 
Shuja-ed-Dowleh was the only person who was able to maintain over in Azerbaijan, 
However, so far there lad not been any offiial talk on th part of the Persian 
Government ai to his dismissal, : 

‘Therefore his Excellency could not express any opinion on this subject. 


(16181) ‘No. 27, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward, Groy—(Received April 14.) 
Tehran, March 17, 1914, 


(¥o.76) 
airy 
TTOOK the occasion of a visit from the Russian Minister on the 4th instant to 


tead to him tions of Sir George Buchanan's tele No, 60, after having 
asked Kim it bs bad vetted any sope Re St Peleatereh ok sopeotta unene 
[1684] 
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to M. Sazonof upon the subject of affairs in Azerbaijan. I did this bécause T did not 
wish M. Korostovet to think that T had gone behind his back in’ this matter, or 
that the’ Miniater for Foreign Affairs had invoked tho ‘good offices of His Majesty's 
Government after he (M. aostoveke) had promised, as I reported in my tele 

No. G4 of the 27th ultimo, to gradually help the Persian Government in this 
question, 
3 M, Korostovete replied that he had recejved no information from St Petersburgh, 
but when'T reached that portion of Sir G, Buchanan's telegram where his ‘Excellency 
states that M. Sazonof had pointed out that, thanks to Shuja-ud-Dowleh, the province 
of Auorbaijan is the most prosperous and most peaceful on6 in all Borsia, he topped 
me to say that that’ brought us‘ to the question of what is to be done to maihtain 
order when the Riissisu: troops are withdrawn, sitiee one cannot shut one's eyes to 
the fob that the presence of Russian troops in the NTA has probably been more 
efficucious in keeping order than the administrative talent of Shuja, 

Tw this view I expressed my couourrence, and said that I hav lately received your 
ibncabetions, oouveyed in yout taleremie NEcAT ef the eee ultimo, to endeavour to 
reach with him, and the Persian ters, if fusible, some arrangetient which we 
could: sub to the two Goverr is, under which the functions and spheres of 
action of the Cosayek brigude and the gendarmerie would be defined. Tadded that you 
huid expressed your opinion that itis possible that such a result might be reached by 
frank interchange of views between us, 

M. Koroatovet replied that he would be Wat glad indeod to meer mo on this 
ground, because he considered, as he had already. told me, that it is a question which 
oulls for on early solution, sincs the evacuation which is about to comingnce at Kazvin 
is intended tobe the first step in the gradual evacuation of all North Persia, He 
‘said that his first efforta to wacertaiu the real views and wishes of the Petsian Govern 
‘mont had boon met: by euch evasive replies on thein,part that it mude his task very 
dificult. Why ‘could they not, ho asked, say frankly that they do not want any 
Cossacks, or that they would like to have them in certain place aud not in others, 
instead of returning evasive verbal answers to written communications? It madeit Very 
hid to do’ business with people if they would not come frankly out into the opén andl 
speak their inds, without counting the cost, He said, that, in answer to a question 
from him why he did not say at once, * We don’t want any Cussaoks,” if euch iis the 
cane, the Minister for Foreign Affins had veplied, "'Je nose pas” and there are, 
moreover, people who do not watib to sce the Cossack beigude dis rp 

Tanawered, “Tat loast'im not afraid to say what Vossy et owleh did not dare 
to any; and that ia thab the only people in. Persia who wish fo see thy Cossack brigade 
continuo in existence ard those who, by reason of their connection with it, derive some 
personal henefit: fiom the Russian protection which much’ connection carries with it.” 

then asked my Russian collexgue to put himself for a uioment in the positien. of 
Persian Minister, and examine the situation from his point of view. He would see 
that the Persiqns themselves oye us gomuinoly astonished as his. predecessor, or anyone 
else knowing Porsia, to realise that, after so many. provious fruitless efforts with the 
‘nasistance of foreign, instructors, the Swedes haye succeeded in creating o force that 
hos! made itself respected: thruyhout: Persia iu the incredibly short spacs of two years. 
Sich a. miraclo having becn perlormed, the Persians not unhaturally wate ee ahs 
foros, which, by inspiring respect, makes the Goyernment respect itself, increased in such a 
itiner that it may become.of real benefit, For this purpose the consent of the two 
Governinonte the engagement of ve additional Swedish instructors has béen soughtsin 
oeordanee with ah ageeement forced upon Persia and the Government is met by an answer 
from the Russign Goverament-that there is uo ebjection to the desired increase provided 
that the Swedish instructors confine their attentions to the south of Persia, whilst a 
pious, but for the: Persians very alumning, hope is expressed that the Cossack brigade, 
under Russian ofticers, shall be incveased. ~ Could he ba surprised if the Porsian Govern. 
ment replied evasively to'n communication which must soem to them to mean: * No, you 
have by chance hit, upon forsign officers who appear eapable of making  asaful 
military force out of material that was believed to be usoless, which may serve to 
rehabilitate: Persia, We will have no more of that, at least as fur ay that part of 
Persin is concoried in, which Russian interests arv predominant, For that part of the 
country we want you to increase a military force under Rnssivn officers whish has 
‘costi yous. prabty penny in the past, and has never been of the slightest survice.”” 
fudded Chat {did ot sobs fo'me fair fo'lom sight of tho Retuinegte one 
under Swedish officars waa eatiblished after consultation hatween the three Governments 
‘concerned, and that at the date of its creation no condlitions were made aa to numbers 


istriets.in which the new force should be permitted to operate. ‘The. Porsian 
paene naturally supposed that the gendarieris would bo allowed to perfitm the 
duties nllotted to it in all parts of the country, shoulld it prove a sucsess, and most 
certainly the Russian Governmentoould not point toany aot on the part of the Sweiliah 
officars which tind indicated any intention on their part to do other than carry oitt most: 
thoroughly the duties for cvbi toby haa heal el by the Persian Governnisnt, 
Twas quite aware, I said, that M, Poklewsk:i did not believe in the Swedes!being abloto 
create such a fores as they had succeeded in doing, and T' thought it quite i 
had he foreseen whav bas resulted, he would hayé opposed their engagement in tho first 
instance, M. Potlewski, T continued, had, T thought, somewhat curious ideas as to 
‘what was best for Persin, He advosated the creation of a small army under offiets 
ater than tho Sweiles, on well as the gendarmerio, whiel, was tantamout to endowing 
Persia, which has not the means to pay for onie army, with throw armies instructed. 
foreign officers of different schools’ and different nationalities, to my mind’ a perfpotly. 
Hopeless idea if Pein. ras to derive nny, real banoft from her fnvign military nave 
Now thay he Swed hal some with the approval of ti tro Governmenits, had, prov 
successful, and much money had pee spent vipae them, it seemed hardly fair that a 
fimit should/be put to the soope of their work. i 
AL rorosttratz voplind that Ne paraoualy oatlily auoed ‘with mo, Tt appeared Ya 
him impossible that limits should bo now put to the operntions of the gendarmerio, 
sing that there lad been ub mention of much a thing-when the plan of exsatin 
gendhcmeri ty reatoro onder on tho roada was fest elaborated | He considared that 
the Cossuck brigade snuét either be inreasel or it mount disappear altogothie, and, uier 
the circurstauces, he wast inchiaed to favous the nesond alternative aa being the beth 
solution, but he gould not pub it boforo bie Goyerameat, na he How: tink sue 
suggestion would be very bailly riseivad at, St. Petersburgh whore be would got the 
credit, ithe made such n sopgeotion, of having” quarrelled with Prisca ‘adalat 
general commanding the Cossack brigade. Tt waa true, bo anid, tnt Mi Polley 
Rover attaghed mich fmportanco to the pouabilty of the. gondarimerie becoming in 
of any value; he lind shown this very closly in the despatelies he had written to 
St, Potersburgh at the time of the cretion of the foroo, andl had. pointed out thab | 
could never constitute a danger to Russian interests, bocausy ‘there wis no Set 0 
suppose that the Bwedas would te more succesful than had een Talians andl others, 
whio had endeavoured, without success, to crite a.tnilitary foro out of the material a 
their disposal, under the samo couditions of official and national indifference ha 
apparoat to-day, Furthermore, M.-Koroatavets anid: M. Polowski hd on ls 
Tehri, reported ofially, that thers was no'finlt to be found with tho Coss 
brigade, which was adinirably trained and. ek TU wna B, Sabline who, ines 
diately after M. Poklewski’s departure, hud put the Russian Government) on thiein 
ward, in an extremely able and eloquent despateh, in which he called thoir attention to 
the remarkable work achieved by the Swedes, and drew au invidious oompatisan betwoon 
what they had done and what the Russisn oflors hud lll unuone, eae 
M. Sablines despatch had, M. Borostovote continved, wisde no. smal vention hy 
cortain Russian military cirsles, and M, Poklewsli was muoh blamed for having conboale 
the trath. ‘The resuléshad been) the growth, of w determination, bused. partly won 
national pmour-propre and partly upon what i beligyed to be in Russia’s interests, to 


. i te in 
create u force under Russian’ olfioon which should compete with the gendarmerie, 
order that it might be made clear that Fussiang are nt least, as capable apres - 
the Swedes, ‘The Russian Minister then proceeded to speak in no meistred rt ae 
the incompetence shown by Russian offers in Persia, and of the mismanagoinant of the 
rigade, {fit was to continue, be said, it must be entirely reorganised on a qui 
diffrent bass, Tt would be impossible to nvint pon ite ineronao af even maintenance, 
as long as its officers refused to recognise the authority of the Persian: Minister.of War 
over them, and persisted in declaring, as did General Prince Vadbolski, that, pee 
Servants of the ror of Russia only, and recognise no other authority, He adda 
that it would help him much if this ould be represented at St. Potersburgh, ws any 
Topesentations hp inight miako would cartanly gain the credit of bing bins by some 
Fersonal consideration, Ho again repentod that he thought the brigade ought to be 
done away with, and said that if suck» suggestion were made from London it right be 
listened to, but thet'it was obvious that he ins not ce ‘put forward such an ides, 
which might well originate with the Persian Government, “ i 
Lreplied that te Perea ‘would never dare to hint at such a thing, but that ee 
sosted to me that the existence of the Cossack brigade need tiot mean competition 
Detween them and the gendarmerie, I failed to understand why it; waa nboassury to 
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‘yas most reluctant to do, because he felt sure that the Russian Minister had liid a trap: 
for them, and that the object of the Russian Goyernmant was to mike a show of 
altering the status of the brigade, which would neyertheless remain what it has always 
been, a life-draiming canker, which hus for its chief use the excorting of Russian 
‘protected persons when teres abroad to extort moneys nominally due to them from 
their fellow-countrymen who do, not enjoy the immunity from the observance of the 
laws of the country conferred by the protéstion of the Russian Legation and consuls, 
Prepresented to Vossugh-ed-Dowleh that Ihad gathered from M. Korostovete, im 
ont recent conversations, that he was genuinely desirous to gee the brigade reformed. in 
such a manner that it would, in the future, prove of real service to Peraia, but his 
Excellency refused to be more convinced of his sincerity by my arguments than, must 
own, I was convinced of their genuineness when he himself gave vent to them, always 
under the somewhat suspicious clouk of “personal impression or opinion,” as it, though 
howly arrived hon Ste Pepereluigtihe mee wot-atiall motels with teria oh Gis 
Government, My doubts ubout the sincerity of my Russian colleague's’ utterances 
have, 1 am sorry to say, been increased by the fact that, when he told me later on of 
the nature of the Persian reply respecting the new Swedish instructora and the inoreaaa 
of the Cossack brigude, he said, with some glee, that, by animadverting upon the 
present organisation of the force, a door had been left open. to argue that if that was 
the Persian reason for objecting to it the matter could be. easily set right by. ite 
reorganisation in such a manner that the Persian Goverament would no longer be able 
to complain of its inefficiency, On the same occasion M, Korostovetx, who had. 
previously found fault with the evasive nature of Persian replies, took exception to the 
fact that this time the Minister for Foreign Affairs hud given a categorie refuel to 
the Russinn request. He said that he considered that he would have heen yuito 
justified in declining to accept the note, but that he hnd done soon the Minister 
promising him that he would refer the matter hack to the Onbingt for further 
‘consideration. 
T havo, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


(16184) No 28. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Wdioard Grey—(Recoived April 14.) 


‘Patera, Marche 18, 1914, 
I HAVE the honour to report that the situation in Bars is fur from Boing) a 
satisfactory one at the prosont time. For nearly iwo months the acting British consul 
nt Shiraz has boon sounding m note of warniig. about the state of affair at) Kazerun, 
whiere.there has beon much latent unrest due to tho want, of confidence that. was 
roposed in certain notables! of tho district, althdugh’ the: principal firobrands of the 
past ither would appear tojbave. taken mo! part ih. the breyring of te alntarhantss 
or to have succeeded in conoealing themsclyes behind others. ‘Things gtadually 
reached a pitch which neoossitated the sending of « small foros of gendarmes under a 
Swodish officer, Major Ohlson, to strengthen the detachment, stationed at Kazerun, 
‘This force only numbered seyonty men, but it had with it two Maxiins, and presumably 
represented all that could be spared from other duties, 
‘Almost simultaneously with tho despatch of the above reinforcement to Kazerun 
‘in incident ocourred at Shiraa itself, which lus shown pin somevwhit sombre colours 
the relations existing between the Goyernor-Gonoral and the two local administrations 
under European control, namely, the gendarmerie and the finaucial administration. 
Tntrigues against these two essential branches of Persia's regeneration had long been: 
making themselves felt at Shiraz, and there was sound reason to believe that, if 
Mukhber-us-Sultaneh was not himself party to these intrigues, his Wxoellenoy at all 
events was doing little to let it be known thut he disapproved of thom, whilst amongst 
those who had incurred the gravest suspicion were men who enjoyed his special 
fayour. ‘Tho acvepted ringleader appears to have been a certain Nasir-ul-Mulk, on 
incorrigible intriguer of known standing, ‘The carrying out of the ‘financial 
administration interferes very largely with certain little arrangements under whieh in 
former days no small portion of the revenues of the provines used to find its sway into 
poskets for which it was not intouded, Any alteration of the old system would 
natizally, under such circumstances, be distasteful to those who derived benefit under 
the old order of things, For this roason intrigues against the financial administration 
[1684] r 
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on the part of Governors and their friends are sure to be of regular occurrence until 
snch-time'as the new methods have succeeded in Winning getieral acceptance, with 
the physical backing of the gendarmerie. ‘Things in Shiraz came to a head on the 
21st February, on which date several sliots were fired at Colonel Merrill's orderly, a 
Persian, as ho was entering the back door of that. officer's house, without fortunately. 
doing more harm than making a hole in his “ ‘kola,” or Persian variation of the fez. 
‘The man waa coming from the direction of the house of M. Stas, the Belgian financial 
agent, who was actually dining with Colonel Merrill, and it was easily proved that the 
shots were intended for him, “In view of the Governor-General’s reluctance to take 
any action to discover the real authors of the attempted crime, anil of his evident 
indifference to the protection of the lives of foreigners in the employ of the Persian 
Government and others, M. Stas, with, as I understand, the knowledge aud approval 
Of Major O'Connor, requested the colonel commanding the gendarmerie to cause 
Nasir-ul-Mulk to be arrested, the evidence collected ‘being. conclusive that the outrage 
was jeommitted by his men and with his connivance. In order to put a stop to all 
Possibility of disturbances breaking ont in the town, it was decided to deport the 
person in question, and he way consequently escorted out of Shirwz, after having 
signed a paper stating that he left of his own freo will. 

‘Thore 18 no gaingaying the fact that the steps taken savour somewhat ‘strongly of 
high-handedness, but Major O'Connor has made it clear to me that there was nojother 
course open. To have kept Nasir-ul-Mulk o prisoner would have certainly led to 
Aisorders, and niust have beon followed by an enquiry which could have had no useful 
result, since under the cireumstance that he enjoyed the personal support of the 
Governor-General, and that this high official was himself by no means free of 
suspicion, it would have been impossible to have collected the necessary evidence to 
prove his guilt, As soon as Theard of the incident I called upon the Regent, and 
subsequently upon the Minister for Poreign Affairs, and told thi what had oocurred, 
and of the steps that: it had been deomed necessary to take in the interests of the 
Drosorvation of public ordox, Both unhositatingly approved of what lad eon done, 
although the latter a few days Inter askod~ that Nasir-ul-Mulle might be allowed to 
Toturn to Shiraz inorder that an enquity might be held, whilst the former, after his 
usual habit of avoiding any semblance of responsibility, appeared somewhat disposed 

that I had, ina private lotter to the Minister for Foroign Affairs, in 
which T explained why I thought that it was undesirable that the person deported 
should return to Shiraz for the presont, quoted him as having approved the action 
taken on the spot, 

‘The attempted aggaasination or intimidation of M. Stas took place on the 
21st ultimo, and on the 26th the gendarmes attacked the houso and tower ‘of 
Nasit-i-Diwan, the late katkhoda* of Kazerun, whose attitude ond that of his 
tofangchis (riflemen) had become so monacing that it was folt that the situation would 
eoome tintenable ness he were dealt a severe blow. Some ‘attempt has naturally 
‘boon snnde to show that, the two ineidenta. wore connected with each othor, ‘This is 
clearly ridiculous, nnless the Nasir of Shiraz was at the bottom of the intrigues of his 
namesake at Kazerun, because the gendarme wero: tho aggressars in tho second 
incident, with the intention of putting a stop, if possible, to an intolerable situation 
which had lasted some weeks. Unfortunately bj jor Oblaou’ was shot at the very 
commencomont of the hostilities, as he was endeavouring to lay a mine in order to 
blow up the enemy's stronghold. ‘The geudarmes: finding themselves without a leader 
appear to have, wavered, and withdrew to their barracks, which occupy a strong 
strategical position. ‘The General Commanding here lias told me that i was in 20 
small measure due to the courageous behaviour of Mme Olson, the widow of the 
fallon Swedish officer, that the position was saved. She took command of the force, 
sent the men to their quarters, and sneceeded in keeping up their courage until she 
was relieved bythe timely arrival ofa young Frenchman’ named Rimbaud, who is 
employed as Colonol Merrill's personal private secretary, and who reachod Kazerun 
rei Nasir-ul-Mulk, alluded to ae whom he was escorting to Bushire, at this most 
critical moment in the history of the gendarmerie of Fars. A former military cadet, 
who had had to leave the French Army before getting his commi: » M. Rimbaud 
plored himself equal to the situation, andeeiin make his way inta the closely 

eagured gendarmerie. position, took command, and probably saved the young 
military, administration which is gallantly straggling to win its ote from the serious 
sot-back of secing three or four hundred men Secieny with all their arms. 

‘On the 3rd March reinforcements reached Kazerun both from the north and from 
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the south under Siyedish officers, whilst Colonel Merrill also came to the assistance of 
the gendarmerie with asmall force: As senior officer, and by arrangement with Colonel 
Uggla commanding the gendarmes at Shiraz, he took command of the combined forees. 
Although tho rumours that-were circulated at first concerning the looting done by the 
endarmes were clearly much exaggerated, it is certain that Colonel Merrill found 
i¢ situation most unsatisfactory, and there would! appear to have been ome 
temporary unpleasantness between him and (the senior Swodish officer respecting the 
Dehaviour of the gendarmes and the nature of the punishment that should bo 
inflicted upon the guilty. “Major O'Connor reports that Colonel Merill, had some 
dificulty in restraining the Swedish officers from proceading to. the indiscriminate 
ecution of people, many of whom were clearly innocent, 1 at oneo spoke to General 
Hijalmarson on the subject, andthe assured. mo, that all that was possible’ to put a stop 
to the pillage was done at.once, but he. pointed out. that the best of his men are onl 
half-reformed brigands, whom le is obliged to enlist because the: peaceable townsfolle 
he would have to enrol in their place would be of no sort of tise when it camo to 
fighting. It cannot be cxpeoted, he urged. with great justice, that auch material will 
refrain from a relapse to their natural habits when an occasion offers, until they. have 
had a Tonger experience of military discipline than the Swedish instructors have had 
time to give them, most of the men haying only served for a year and six months or a 
ear. 
Fe Ay lalestreporta iro Shia4 aro to: ie for. that, whatever little friction there 
may have been between Colonel Merrill and the Swedes has now completely blown 
over, and that the relations are excellent. Major O'Connor would appean to, have 
encouraged everybody by’his energy and sound advice at a ctitical moment, and under 
the circumstances it is to be regretted that Major Knox, the nowly arrived acting consul 
general at Bushire, should have desmon it ocoasary to deputo'a member of his stat 
to proceed to Kazerun to enquire into the state of alfnirs thore, withont consulting me 
before doing so. It is evident that, in viow of tho many bitter complaints:ho received 
from thiose who had suffered from the situation, that it was desirable that ho, should be 
fully informed, but for that. purpose ho had only to address himself to Major O!Connor, 
who has been in daily, almost, hourly, communication with all those most able to give 4 
true account of the stats of affairs. Aw it seemed to mu unlikely that anyone he could 
soud could be a5 well informed as Major O'Connor upon the subject, 1 retiucsted 
Major Knox by telegraph to, rooall the person ho hind despatched, ‘Tito aerival of a 
new factor out of touch with the Governor-General, the gendarmerio, the fuancial 
administration, and the other notables of the locality, could but hava sorved to 
introduce a disturbing element into a situation which is already sufficiently diffioult, 
and with which, I'think, Major O'Connor has dealt most skilfully. 

‘Tho general state of affairs at Kazernn is, meanwhilo, by no means sotiled, The 
rebellious tofangchis ave still at large in the hills, and continue fo,thnenten the town, 
‘There is no hope of a settled peace until the Swodes have had) time to assemble a foree 
that will be large enough to inflict exemplary punishment’ upon these people. There 
is reason to hopo thal ho gendarmerie will remain masters of the situation, ag far as 
tho road is coneorned, provided that the other turbulent factors on it do not follovy: the 
‘example of the people of Kazeran, but they have still an arduous task before thom, 

addition, the situation at Shiraz itself will probably call. for early, attention, 
itis clear that we can no longer place entire confidence in the Gayernir-Genoral, and 
it may be nocessary to look for a successor at no distant date. T have sivady sounied 
the various responsible persons in the Cabinet upon this point, and Have tld then the 
nature of the information that hua reached ime. ‘Thero appears to mo 10 uso 
inaintaining Mukhber-us-Sultanch in his post, if, as would sppoar to be the cas, he 
has set his face against both the gendarmes and the financial administration, At the 
samo time there would be small advantage in replacing him, unless ono ean be sure 
that his successor would be more willing to accept the altered eontlitions of the presont 
day. Any allusion to Kavum-il-Mulk us a possible suscessor has boen mot by officials 
and private persons, knowing the special conditions of Fars well, by dh unaniinous 
expression of opinion that the appointment of-a local man dlosely mixed up in all the 
jealonsin and animosities of the plice would be impossible. For those reasons T no, 
longer share the view formerly expressed by Major O'Connor that he would be a 
suitable Governor-General. 





T have, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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No, 29. 
Sip L. Mallet to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Received April 14.) 
(No. 227.) 


Sir, Constantinople, April 6, 1914. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 218 of the 2nd April, T have the honour to- 
reportthat, according to a telogram recoived from Mr, Wratisliw, the settlement of 
the Boksai ‘and Seyyid Hassan districts was roferred to the decision of the British and 
Russian members of the Turco-Porsian Frontier Commission. 

Mr, Wiatislaye informs mo that, in the absence of decisive evidence of exclusive 
rights of cithor party, he and his Russian colleague awarded Seyyid Hassan to Persia 
tial Baksal to Turkay, special resorves boing made iu fayour of the private proprietary 
rights of the Vali of Pusht-i-kuk in a portion of the Baksai district. 

Thave, &. 
LOUIS MALL 





(16144) 














(16152) No. 30. 


Sin L. Mallet to Sir Haward Groy.—(Recaived April 14.) 
(No. 285:) 





Constantinople, April 7, 1914. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith three despatcties from the British 
commissioner on, the ‘Curco-Persian Frontier Commission roporting on the movements 
‘and work of the Commission in the neighbourhood of the Douyarij River: 
Lhavo, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 30. 


Mr. Wratislaw to Sir L, Malte, 
(No. 13) 
Sir, Camp on. the Dowcarij, March 4, 1914, 
IN continuation of my. despnich No, 12 of the 23rd ultimo, T have the honour to 
roport that the Russian and Persian Commissions duly arrived up to time at Umm-Chir 
onthe 24th Fobrumy, Mr. Bolaief, the Russian deputy commissioner, having infused 
dome of his onvrgy into our Persian colleagues. ‘Tho Turkish Commission, which was 
tinayoidably delayed in marching scross country from Amara, only turned up Inte on 
the evening of the next day. The Commission held a meeting ou the 26th, and there 
have been several more since that date, ‘The procbs-rerbavia of all theso méotings will, 
T hope, be reudy for transinission before we leave this place, and meanwhile I give the 
following wsumé of the work dono :— 


‘The Commission found it quite an impossibility to demarcate the frontior through 
the marshes between parallel 81° and Uram-Chir, or to. adequately desoribo the line 
laid down on the sketch map attached to the Constantinople protocol. We therefore 
agreed that the frontier line should sun down latitude Bie fo ita intorscction with 
Tongitude 47° 42%, pass up this line of longitude to lntitude 31° 24%, and then run in 9 
straight line from the point of intersection to Uimm-Ohir. This lino scemed a fair 
compromise, and was agréed to by the Turkish and) Persian commissioners after 
considerable discussion. 

‘We decided that the frontier from Umm-Chir to the River Tyb should be delimi- 
tated:ag one entire section by itself, and the Turkish and Persian commissioners then 
pit forward their views on the direotion it should take. ‘These were found to be 
Fidically diffrent, only coinciding to the point where an old ravine, or, as the Turks 
called it, an aflluent of the Shatt-el-Amma (marked in redon the reduced identio map), 
Hench oft tothe north-north-oest. From this potot. the ‘Turks claimed that ths 
frontier follows the main ravine, and subsequently its easternmost /bifircation, passes 
over tho Jebel Reschoyda, and thenee to the Douvarij River. It follows the river 
upwards until tho latter meets the Jebel Hamrine range, snd then follows the crest of 
iho latter as far as the River Tyb, 

‘Tho Persians claim the Shattel-Amma up to the Douvarij; thence the Kyr 
Finan ond a line drawn through Mount Bend-i-Bazyrguian to the Tyb, 
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‘The Turks were wiiling to make a deal, but the Persians refuseil to abate a jot of 
their pretensions, so tha matter had to be referred to Mr. Belaief and myself under 
article 4 of the Constantinople protocol. We decided that, for reasons set ont in an 
identic statement which we are drawing up for our Governments, the’ frontier should 
run along the Shatt-cl-Amma to the Douvarij, thence slong Jebel Fouki for some 
10 miles, when it crosses by 4 small chain of hills to Jebel ‘ine, and from thers’ 
pass along Jebel Hamrine to the Tyb. 

‘Wo passed tho Ist and Zod March in tracing the Shatt-cl-Amma, placing boundary 
mounds where necessary, On the 2nd March we started at 7 A, and only (got) into 
camp on the Douyarij by 7 Fa, owing to interminable wrangles over what was the 
real channel of this dead watercourse. As it was, we had to cease operations owing to 
tho apo peste ‘of darkness when we were still some 6 miles from the river, 

esterday it poured with rain, and the British Commission passed the day in 
crossing the river, The ford is too deep for baggage to be transported dry on. mules, 
so the lighter articles were carried across on men’s heads, while the heavier articles 
and the members of the Commission were ferried over on a raft constructed out of 
inflated skins and ompty water-tanks. 

Last night heavy tain continued to fall, and’ this morning we found, though the 
weather is now fing, that the river had risen 7 feet behind us. This still rising; and T 
fam cut off from my colleagues, It may be two or three days before’ tho water las 
fallen suiliciently for communications to be re-established, 

I haye seen nothing of M. Minorsky since the 7th Febraary, when he left 
Mobammerah to visit the ruins of Suss vid Ahwaz. ‘The Russian doctor and. one of tho: 
survey officers are with him, and M. Beloisf is accompanied only by the other survey 
officer. I havo no idea when we may expect M. Minorsky to rejoin ua, as the heavy, 
rains oxperionced at intervals since the 18th February must have delayed him 
wherever le is. Meanwhile J find M. Belnief a vory pleasant and efficient colleague. 

Protocols 3, 4, and 5 await M. Minorsky’s signature, aud I cannot forward: thom. 


‘at present. 
Thave, &o,, 
A. 0. WRATISLAW. 












closure 2 in No, 30. 
Mr. Wratislaw to Sir:L. Mallet, 


Qio.14) 
4 Camp on the Dowvarij, March 6, 1914. 

‘THE British Commission having now left the district governed by the Sheikh of 
Mohamimerab, I take the opportunity of exprossing my appreciation of the great 
shod aliseattay tho Suet providing for the sufoty of the Commission and in, 
generally doing all in his power to furthor its object. Sincy leaving Mohammerali on 
tho 14th February we wero, by his Excellency’s orders, accompanied by a numerous 
Arab guard under Abdal Seyyid and Moliammed Chenan, who rendered excellent 
service, and at Kut Seyyid Alfa flotills was provided to facilitate tho passage of tho 
Korkeh, which would have been a long and tedious process had only the local oraft 
been available. 

When I paid my farewell visit to the Sheikh he aaa with evident sincerity, 
that I should transmit the expression of his devotion to His Majesty's Government, 

T presented his Bxcellency with a large and handsomo telescope, from the 
presontation articles provided for such a purpose, 

should udd that the Sheikh has provided gratis all the labour réquired’ for 
eresting boundary marks in Arabistan. 

Thave, &, 

A. ©. WRATISLAW, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 30: 


Mr. Wratislaw to Sir L. Mallet, 


(80.15, Confidential) 


_ THAVE the honour to enclose herewith copy of a memorandum drawn up: by 
‘Lioutenant-Colonel Ryder, RLE., on the survey work done from Ahwaz (Nasiri) ta’ the 
Douvarij River. i 
[used] K 


Camp on the Dowvariz, March 6, 1914. 
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With regard to Colonel Ryder’s statoment that the identic map on the Pusht-ikub 
side of the river ean only be regarded as @ sketch map, it will ba remembered that 
General ‘Toharikof statos in his book that the first Commission was much hampered 
in this district by the aggressive attitude of the Beni Lam Arabs as well as by the poor 
water supply, and that in consequence rough and ready methorls had to be adopted by 
the survayors, 


‘The question of the division of the survey work is one which gave me considerable , 


trouble whilo at Mohammetah, M. Minorsky professed to be very anxious that some 
definite arrangement should be made for sharing the work between the British and 
Russian parties, but I could not got him either to accept or decline any of my 
‘proposals or to make.any suggestions of his own. ‘The only dofinite piece of work for 
which the Russian officers were told off (at Mi Minorsky’s own. request, made during & 
sitting of tho Commission) was to run out a “travers” from Saboa on the Karun to 
Kushk-i-Basri so a5 to accurately fix tho position of the latter pluce, but at tho last 
‘monicnt, for reasons tmknown tomo, he begged that they might be excused, ‘The 
result as that we hid to accept the position given on the idontic map without 
checking it, 

M, Bolaiof hag only ono survey officer with him, the other being absent with 
M.Minoraky. Ho seeme quito satisfied that all tho survey work should be dono by the 
British Commission, which is also the case with the Turks and Persians, but I do not 
Know what will be SE Minotsky's attitude whon he rejoins. ‘The British survey party 
ig infinitely better eqnipped for survey work than the otliors, and I consider the 
presont arrangomont by far the best, while recognising the perfect right of the foreign 
surveyors to be taken in on equal terns should they over display a desire to do their 
shar, 

So fay as eapacity and ngguiremonts go, Colonel Ryder and Major Cowie, aro on 
plane by thomselves, which their foreign eollengues appear to recogniso. ‘The four 

indian surveyors under Colonel Ryder’s orders are probably moro competent than any 
of the foreigners. 








Thave, &. 
A. C. WRATISLAW. 


Enclosure 4 in No. 30. 
Note on Survey Work up to date. 


‘DHE position of Nasiri waa obtained as follows: Latitude by star observations ; 
longitude by telegraphic connection with Mohatameral, Major Cowie observing at the 
former, Colonel Ryder at the Intter station. Observations were taken on wo nights, 
and tho results were satiafactory. Major Cowie measured a base, observed an azimuth, 
and triangulated up to Umm-Ohir, whore we caught him up. ‘The position of 
Umm-Chir corresponds quito woll with the probable position on the identic map. 
‘Another base was measured hore and observations taken, and the triangulation. was 
carried on up to the Donvarij, from the points of which the surveyors were able to 
make un accurate auryey of the various dry channels of the Shattel-Amma, the 
principal one of which forms the frontier, A spocial map No. 2 will be drawn of the 
frontier from Umm-Ohir to the Douvarij. 

We ate now in a position to proceed with the triangulation on to the ‘Iyb River, 
40 miles, id 1 do not onticipate any difficulty in completing this. I consider it 
‘essential that we should carry on triangulation not only to see how far the identic map 
ean be relied on, but also to enable our sitrreyors to make any new maps required as 
we go along. From the work on the scalo 1 inch = 1 geographical mile, which we 
have started on the Jebel Fokki, éc., I do not look on the identic map at present as 
more than askotoh map, Up to date Ihave not xeon any practical attempts om the 
part of either tho Persians or Russians to do any surveying work, and only a slight 
effort in that direction on the part of the'Turks, ‘They have all, however, copied the 
‘ronticr ling and postions of tho pillars on to their pies of ie acon 








Ticutenant-Oolonel, RB. 
Douvarij, March 6, 1914. 
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{16153} No, 31. 


Sir L, Malict to Sir Edioard Grey —(Received April 14.) 


ge ee) Constantine Apri ADL, 
"HAVE ithe h to forward herewith a despatch from the Br 
commissioner on tho MTuseo-Bersian frontier, transmitting Proste-verbaure Nos, 6 to:10 


of the Commission's sittings. Tiere 
LOUIS MALLET. 


——— 





Enclosure 1 in No, 31. 


Mr, Wratislaw to Sir D. Mallet, 





gt Camp on the Douvarij, March 8, 1914, 
J HAVE the honour to enclose herewith copies of the Procts-verbaus Nos. 6 to 10 
of the sittings of the Frontier Commission. 

Nos. 3 to d still await M. Minorsky’s signature. 


ii 








Thave, &. 
A. 6, WRATISLAW, 


————— 
Enclosure 2 in No. 31. 


Procta-verbal of Sizth Meeting of Frontior Commission, 





LA Commission s'est réunio 4 Oumm-Chir, Ie 26 féyrier, 4 2 heures de Vaprds- 
midi, sous In présidence do M. le commissaire britannique. 








Btaient présents : 
ta ‘Mr. Wratislaw. 
Te i ae gabe Wiela-ol-Mulk, 
Pour la Russie M, Belatof, ie 
Pour la Turquie Lo Major Aziz Samih Bey. 





To proets-verbal de Ia dornitre séanco a été In et approuvé et cous: do Is troisidme 
: muatridme séances signéa, * ‘ nee A 
core saanrgcture da rapport do Ta Sons-Comitission onvoyée A Dadi, on a doit 
sur la proposition do Mle président, de l'incorporer dans To procts-vorbal do\la séance, 
Co rapport est congn ainsi que suit: 


“De In borne No, 4, en direction directo vors Kouchk-i-Basri, ona érigé, trois 
ores dont In base a un diamitrp de 3 mbtros ot dont In hautour ost do % micas, 
‘An. bas de ces bomes ila été pose du charhon ot i lear entre, das potest: an Dots 
Ces bomos consistent on des amoveellements de terre, Leur distonge momurte par, fe 
Kipregel eat de 2,178 mares entre les bornos Nos, 4 ot 5, do 2,150 métres. en 


bornes Nos. 5 et 6 et de 2,214 mitres entro les bornes’ Nos. 6 be Ceiuevore 


“ Monsen,” 


Ensuite la Commission s'est ocoupée de la ligne de frontidte entre'la Hane do 
Tai ot Quai clin gall svat onvenu dationdo Jani 
Yarvivée h Oumm-Chir avant de prondre tung décision au sujet do cette ligne pasy 
cause des diffioultés connues qui empéshent Ventxée dans le Hor-el-Agam par son cbt 
sud. Aprés avoir traversé Je marais entre Bisaitin ot OummGhit, it #étalt form 
Yavis que faruvre de faire Ia démarcation du Hor-el-Azem serait infaisable, | Tous lee 
efforts faits pour trouver le canal marqué sur la carte annexée' ou protocolé, de 
Constantinople diaient, oilloure, restés infructuous, Par eonséquont, M. le président 
‘prie sou collégues qu’om émette des propositions afin do résoudre ta difficult6 qui s'est 
prisentée. 





AL le commissaire: porsan proposa la-dessus qu’on adopte comme frontiére une 
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igne de longitude, Les lignes de longitude marquées sur la carte onnexée aw 
protocole n’étant pas garanties exactes, on west rapporté A la Carte identique Les 
comnissaires ayant décidé en unanimité que la frontiére doit remonter Ja ligne de 
Tongitude’47° 40 du point de son intersection par la ligne de latitude 31° et ensuite 
quitter cette Ligne de longitude 2 um point donné pour se porter en ligne droite & 
yamn-Ohir, il s'igissait tiniquement de s'accordar sur a position dudit point. Le 
point de l'intersection de In'Tigno de latitude 31° 25! avec la ligne de longitude 47° 40’ 
fut-dabord avaned comme doxnant ame soltition convenable par l'inclusion en territoire 
ottomane du petit Ia mentionné dans lo protocale, M. le commiscaire ottoman, 
tronvant cette sohition trop pew fayorable pour la Turquie, voulait que le point soit 
fixé & Vintersection de In ligne de latitude 31° 23" ayeo la ligne de longitude 47° 40’, 

AM. le: commissairo porsan, apres consultation avee sos ofliciers techniques, s'est 
déclaxé pdt & acceptor cette proposition. 

MM. tos officiors tochniques ont ensuite présenté aux commissaires un inémorandum. 
traitaut, dos corrections quil ya eu lieu do porter & In Carte identique pour mieux 
faciliter Poouvre d'y tricor In ligne frontiére. Ce mémorantum a été adopté par la 
Commission, Le texte en est comma suit: 








obtenir une base pour’ les travaux topographiques, le Colonel Ryder et le 
Major Cowie ont entrepris des observations & Kio et i Bouchire A Paide da fil 
tlégraphique et sont ainsi parvenns A constater Io’ dilférend existant entre: les 
Tongitudes de cos deux endroits. On peut accepter comme enticrement exacte la 
position de Bouchire—endroit qui a servi de station intermédiaire lors do la-vérification 
do la longitude do Madras par communication télégraphique avec Greenyyich. 

“Ta longitude de Mao a pu étre détermings ainsi avec ussez exactitude. Eb est 
dy 48°28" 55" Greenwich, Comparé aveo Ia dornitre valeur nayale (observations 
offootudos par les soins de 1a marine anglaise) du méme endroit,o'est-iedire 48° 20°25", 
oo résultay nie présente qu'un petit différend de 30’. La longitude de Fao sur la 
Carte identique, ot cilui-ci sie figuro pas, serait de 48° 35° 39” st on ealeule Ja position 
de cet endroit 6x constatant le point of sa ligne. de Tatitude coupe Ja rive droite du 
Ohatt-ol-Arab, Ainsi il ost & notor que 1a position sur la Carte identique qu'aurait 
cooups Fuo serait éeartée do sa vrate position de 6! 44’’ est. I est. probable qu’ 
Vépoque de In promivre Commission aucnno triangulation ni aucune autre méthode 
précise ne fit mise‘én exéoutionon aval de Mohammorah. 

“La Intitade de Mohamimerah a été prouvée par des observations astronomiques 
Gtre exacte; sn longitude est de 2 13” A Pest de la vraie position. La yraio position 
de Moliammorah a été obtenue én soustrayant de la valour navale Je différend entre la 
veuie longitude et In longitude navale de Kao, Une triangulation exacte fut oxtoutée 
€ntro ¢os deux endroits par les autorités uavales, 

“TL conviondrait Menrogistrer ces différends de longitude de telle fagon quo 
MAM los commissaires pourrout trouver la plus wile, 

(Tae oafrectone’(tracéeu on jaune) portéen dla Carte i 
Ja carte prépiirde fly a'donx ans gous ta direction du Capitaine Wilson, 

“Lore de lour visite & Fao los officiers. techniques so sont. rendus compte do la 
justosie’ de eos! corrections, Commie les files et. Vembouchuré du Chatt-él-Atab no 
cossont pas de changer de forme, on n'a pas censé nécossaire de faire un nouveau levé. 

Vii les modifications gui go sont produites dans lex canaux d'imigution prés du 
canal de Khayin, il sorait utile de joindre aux actés de tn Commission ln petio carte 
quia été préparde par los soins duu Golonol Ryder, afi de rendve plus précis le poiit 
oli la ligno frontitrs se déyage du canal dé Khayin, 

‘ellsreo gai concnme lo thongan as la tronbbre entosgo poitt et Kouchi Baer oa 
a trouvé opportun, en pronant on considération (1) les.difficultés que le manque d’eau 
apporte A Vexéoution Wine triangulation A travers Je désert, et (2) quo'la Carto 
identiquo a été basée sur une traverse meno entro Kouchk-i-Basri et Mohammerah 
par volo do Bassors, J'agréor Ia position relative des deux: points susmentionnés telle 
qu’ello so trouve donde sur la Carte identique. La position inéme de Kouchk-i-Basri 
et marquén sur la Carte idontique, Pour fixer calle du point de départ de a Ii 
frontidre dui canal de Khayin, on a calculé la distance entre ce paint ot le Nahr Daédji 
Go plus voisin des points commums aux deux cartes) en go gorvant do la carta préparée 
par les goins du Colonel Ryder. 

‘““Diaprés mesurage fait sur la Carte identique, la ligne\de frontitre vers Kouchik-ic 
Basti suit la direction approximative du nord. 

‘Tes officiets techniques ae sont bornés A faire les corrections 1A oi le tracé do la 
frontidre les rend nécessaires, et no ge sont pas occupés da corriger Ia Carte identique 
hors de cette région." 


























tique ont été faites selon. 
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On a aussi décidé que Ia carte de la région du canal de Khayin dont lo 
mémorandam fait mention sera annexée 4 In description de la frontiére prés de Daédji. 

Ta Commission s'est ensnite rendue & Vendroit nommé Oumm-Ohir, of elle a fait, 
planter un potesn pour marguer emplacement de la borne No.-15 et I'éreotion dune 
‘borne en torre a sta commoneée sur le lien. ‘ < y 

La prochaine sance a été fixée pour le lendomain, 27 février, 1.9 heures du soit, 

En consSquence, il a 16 arrété dans cette séance (1) adoption du rapport de la 
Sous-Commission de Daédji, 2) In ligne de fronti’re depuis la ligne de latitude 31° 
jusqu’ Oumm-Ohir ot (3) Padoption du mémorandum des officiers techuiiques au aujot 
des corrections portées 4 In Carte identique, 


Fait 4 Oumm-Chir, le 26 février, 1914. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 3. 


Prosde-terbal of Soventh Mocting of Frontier Commission. 





SEANCE tenve } Oumm-Ohit le 27 féyrien, 1014, cous Ta présidence ae 
4. le commissaire perean. 

M. le président déclare ta eéance ouverte et donne lecture du procdy-vorbal do Ia 
dernitre séanci icv i 

M. le commissaire ottoman relive que durant Is séance préeédonte il avait compris 
la ligne de longitude btre de 47°46’, tandis qu'il voit qu’on a passé dans lo procts- 
verbal la ligne de 47° 40, H.déclaro ne pouvoir acceptor eotte ligne, i 

On prend en considération Ia remarque de M. le commissaire ottoman et décide 
do charget MA. les ingénieurs do chercher telle ligne de longitude qui donnorait, une 
frontitre éqnitable, . 

Thest entondu que le procts-verhal do la sixitme séince sera signs tel quel, mais 
AM. le commissairo ottoman ¥ apposera sa signature sous xéserve A cause de In 
malentendu survenu, Les procés-verbaux des deux aéances seront signés simultand+ 
ment. La proposition fut ensuite émise do discuter ot puis’ marquer In front 
une copie uta db ln Catto idantiqun ede appliques exstita/ant Intern 
pensé que cola sera le meilleur procéds pour une solution prompto et rapide, 

M, Je président prie M. le commisspire ottoman de définir la ligne qu'il proposera 
pour Ie trongon @'Oumm-Ohir 4 la riviére yb, Mole commissaire ottoman ddclare 
quo, daprés les renseignements authontiqnes puisés dos registres, gouvernemontau 1a 
ligne frontidre doit étre Ja suivante + 


La frontibre suit les pentes occidentales de la chatne de Tel Kudjo Almed et coupe 
larivitre Mime de fagon  laisser en territoire ottoman Choker Ab et en territoire 
persin Tinque, Elle passe 2 Yost de Docht Koum, Decht Akbar eb Decht, Abbas, qui 
constitue les pilturages des Beni Lam ottomans, ct laisse 8 la Durquiie oes localités, Lak 
olle traverse 16 cours d'eau du Doavéridj ot uttoint le leave Kerha A un endyoit situs 
‘una Heure de distance do Kenatir. lle suit Je cour di -Kerha et arrive aw 
Hor-cLAzem, 








M. To commissaire britannique fait obsorver que Ia ligne détinie est hors de le 
Carte identique, M.le commissaire ottoman déclare que le principe de faire passor 1a 
Sronsib ds ondoit qu ont maria’ ous Thala carta ayant 616 dtabli ob acoopts, 
Ta ligne définitive doit s'approcher autant que possible de Ja ligne plus haut définie, 
qu'il considére Gtre la ligne du statu quo, La meilloure frontiére ontro deux pays, 
ajouteil, ne pouvant Gtre que celle qui est géographique, il propose’ la ligne) 
suivante : 

D!Oumm-Chir la frontidre suit In Noht-el-Auima jusqu’d son affluent oriental, qui 
se dirige vors Djébeli-Ramla-Melath. lle suit cet affluent et, contournant Djébel-i- 
Rechelda, arrive A la rivitre de Douvéridj & un point Dj. marqué sur In Carte identique. 
De Ii elle suit Ie cours. de In rividre de Douvéridj et. se dirigo vers Jo nord-ouest, 
Arrivée 4 Vest de Djébal-i-Oumm-el-Gumbar, elle quitte Te cours du Douyérid) ot atteint 
Jes chaines do Djébel-i-Oummeel-Gumnbar, do Djébel-i-Amjine, do Djébel'i-Cherganie, 
quielle suit des crites of attoint Ia rividre ‘yb. 

M. Je président dit que, dapr’s le ‘Traité d’Erzeroum, article 3, toutes les 
prétentions territorisles sont abandonnées. Soulement es torrains qui oo on Ia 
[1684] 
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possession denne ou Vautre des parties lors de Ia conclusion dudit traité doivent 
Tester oni sa possession) Tl demande & son colldgue ottoman de prouver que les 
terfaing qu'il a nommé étaient on possession oftomane hora de la conclusion dudit traité, 
et 60 déslare 6tro’A méme de démontrer sur Ja foi de documents anthentiques que cos: 
ménies terrains étaient, au contraire, en possession de la Perse. M. le commissaire 
ottoman déclare que ces terrains appartiennent directement & I’Etat et sont, pour ainsi 
dire, donnés A loyer anx Beni Lam, dont lo Cheikh vient & Amara les prendre en 
alfermage pour un certain temps. Il y a des contrats d'affermage et les registres 
gouvernementanx sont 1\ pour le prouver, 

Mule président, relive que cos contrats dtant des actes onilaterales ne peuvent 
€tro des documents d'appui et ajoute que les Beni Lam se divisent en deux branches 
Tune est persane ot autre ottomane. Il dit, en outre, que les Beni Lam de Djébel-i- 








suivante? 


‘A yortir d’Oumm-Ohir In frontitre eit le eours du Chattcl-Amma, qu'elle euit 
jnsqu’a sn jonction avec le Nahr Donvéridj. Arriyée a ce point, elle coupe transvorsale~ 
out fodib Nah do'monidre Jo quitter A ondroit oh te Kiyr’fnan vient To joindre: 
Wpsuite ellé suit to cours du Khyr Bfhan ot du Khyr Kehriz, paste pres des raines de 
‘Pehchariz pour atteindre Jos monts de Bond Bazerguinn, qu'elle. suit jusqu’a ce quielle 


° a jusqu’a 
attoigo Is rive gaucho du ‘Tybron face do ta pente eudouest du mont ‘Tel Bousb-ek: 
javir.”” 









M. lo président fait lire ensuite lo chapite 15 du rapport do Dervich Pacha 
poun prouverla justesee do son point de yuo, aprts quoi Ja Commission @ intorrogé les 
Cheikhs de Bisaitin, ~ 

M, lo commissnire britannique demando & son collégue persan s'il est intransigeant 
pour la ligno au deth du Donvoridj, 

M. Te président dit que, Waprds les rapports de Dervich Pacha, il aurait pu 
domander une frontidre passant & Vonest ot en dehors de la zone comprise dans la 
arte identique, 

M, lo commissaire russe dit qu'il vant mieux oxaminer la carte et trouver ne 
fromtidre géographiquo qui ost Ja moillowre, Il fait remarquer qu'une ligne 
eontournant Djdhel-i-Recheida ne donnorait pas uno frontitre naturelle, tandis qu'au 
nord de eotte partiv, au contraito, In proposition ottomane paratt donner tune frontitre 
géographique, 

Tes doux parties n'ayant pas pu ge mettre d'accord, il a 66 décidé, sur Is 
roposition de M. lo président, do recourin & arbitrage de MM les commissaires 
ritannique ot Tasso. Snr les instances de cea messiours, los commissaires ottoman 

ot porsan ont promis da romottro leurs réolamations dans los vingt-quatre heures. 

Conformément A la décision prise au commencement do la séance, le corps 
techniques tracé un projet de ligne frontidre de la latitude 31° jusqu’) Oumm.Chir. 
Cotte ligne Suit la longitude 47° 42! depiis Ta latitude 31° jusqu’a la latitude 81° 24; 
Aoldolo.v9 dizcotoment s Ouaua,Cir 

On décide Wenyoyor aur les lieux une commission chargée de déterminer In 
jonction les deux branches du Chatt-el-Amma prés de gon embouchure au Hor, Cotte 
‘commission ost également chargée d’ériger une borne d la jonction de oes deux branches. 
Ello at, composée du Capitaine Tsakaya, Abdurrazak Khan et Kadri Boy, Usdonnoront 
la description de cotte borne. 

Mn conséquienco, il a 6t6 décidé durant cette aéanco (1) ta ligne frontitre depuis 
Jo ligne de latitude 31° jusqa’A Oumm-Chix, (2) la soumission & Varbitrage do MM. lee 
‘commissaires britannique ot miso de la frontiére entre Oumm-Chir et le Tyb et (3) 
Térection dune borno & Oumm-Oliir, 


‘Fait & Oumm-Ohir, le 27 féyrier, 1914. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. $1. 
Proode-verbal of Bighth Meeting of Frontier Commission. 


LA hnitiéme séance a été tenue & Oumm-Ohir, 1é 28 février, 1914, 4 0 heurea da 
soir, sons la présidence de M. le commissaire-adjoint russe, remplagant’ son commissaire. 

Los commissaires des trois autres Paissances étaiont, présente. 

Le procts-verbal de la cinqniéme séance a été signé. Cela do la septidme stance 
a été Iu et approuvé aprés la modification de plusieurs phrases. 

Les officiers techniques ayant préalablement| continué le tract dela frontiére sur 
Tn Carte identique jusqu'an point marqué par la borne No. 16, MM, los) commissaires: 
‘ont approuvé ledit tracé et ont apposé leurs siguatures & la carte } Vendroit ot In ligne 
do frontitre coupe Ie marge de la feuille No, 2 et encore A Vendroit oW se tronye 
marquée la borne No. 16 sur Ja feuilie No. 3. 

Le meilleur moyen de décrire 1a frontitre et los bornes a fait) Vobjet d'une 
discnssion. Le décision a été prise que les officiers techniques devront a Vayvenir 
fournir une description détaillée dé In frontidre ninsi que de chacune de ses bores, en 
donnant Jour position astronomiqne. es descriptions, diment appronyées pir les 
commisssires en pleine séance, seront incluses dans les protocoles des séances au fur et 
Amesure qu’on aura fait In démaroation. Des instractions 4 ce propos ont été données 
aussitdt au corps technique. 

‘Alors M. le commissaire britannique, parlant au nom de son colldgue russe ot, de 
lutméme, a fit savoir quo los commissnives ottoman ét persan ayant remis los exposés 
de leurs points de vue tespectifs concernant Ja frontiéré outre Oumm-Ohir ot a rivibre 
‘Tyb dans les mains dés commissaires russe at britannique, ces derniors avaient, conféré 
‘ot statud sur Ia question en litige. I communique ensuite le texte do lour décision, 
qui est cormme suit: 


‘Les soussignés, ayant examiné les rapports de MAL los commiseaires ottoman ot 
eréan, en date du 28 favrier, 1914, concernant la ligne frontibre entre Oummi-Chix ot 
a Fivibro Ty, of stant réunis ‘on saucy partiulitne pour avrGtex lous. déciion 

arbitrale, déslarent que la frontitve part de la borne No. 19 ot vu on ligne droite 

j borne No, 16. Da Ta ello suit Jo canal du Chattol-Amma jusqull la. rividre 

Ayant travors6 Indito rividra, ollo snit: In oréto la phis élayée duu Djébel-i- 
usqu’d la jonction de celle-ci ays 1a chains «ui le lio & Ja chains du Djshol-i- 

Hatorine, Hilo suit ln exét do cate chalno juggs jonstionavue le Djébel-aarine 

of onsuite ello tourno vers le nord-oneat en suivant la crdto du Djébel-i-Hamrine jusqu’d 

ca quislle arrive a la rivibro ‘Tyb, 


“Fait A Oumm-Chin, lo 16 (28) février, 1914, 













“A. ©, Waanisnaw, 
«D, Butatir,” 


Tes exposés des deux parties ont 416 confiés aux archives dela Commission et des 
copies ont été annexées au présent procds-verbal sur la equéte de M. lo commiseaire 


Enfin, la été oonvenu que les commissaires, accompagnds de quelques: membres 
du corps technique, parisient lo londemain, pour parcours la frontire vert To 

wird. 

En conséquenco, ila été décidé durant cotte séance (1) Mapprouyer le tracé de la 
froutidre jusqu’d Ia ‘borue No. 16, (2) de remottre au. corps: technique. Ia téche de 
rédiget los descriptions de Ia frontidre ot dex boraes et (3) de partir pour le Douvéri 
En outrs, le décision des commisssires des Puissances médintrices, an sujet de 
frontitre entre Ourm-Chir ot la rivibre Tyb a été communiquée a la Commission, 


Fait 1 Oumm-Chir, le 28 février, 1914, 
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Dxposé communiqué par AM. le Commiseaire porsan @ MM. les Commissairee 
britannique et ruase, 





Comme j'ai.ouPhonneur dexposer & la séanes hier soix, & partir d’Oumm-Chir 
Ja frontiere suit le cours du Ohatt-cl-Amma jusqu’s sa jouotion avec le Nahr Donvéridj. 
Arrivée.d ce point, ello coupe transvorsaloment ledit Nahr de maniére ile qnitter 4 
Vendroit ob le Khyr Bfnan vient te joindre, Ensuite elle. suit le cours dn Khyr 
Whian et du Khyr Kebriz (Tchehariz), passe prés des mines de Tohehsriz pour 
Aiteindre les wonts de Bend Bazergnion, qu'elle suit jusqu’a ce qu'elle atteigne la tive 
gauche du ‘Tyb, en fice de le pente sud-ouest des monts Tel Bonab-el-Gavi. 

Pour faire ressortir V'exsictitude de oe tracé, je erois utile dq le partager on doux 
parties: une W’Onmm-Ohira Douvérid) ot Fautre de Douvéridj 4 ‘yb, 

En ¢e qui concerns la premidre pattie, je ne crois pas Gtr dans In udcessité de 
m'appuyer sur d'aitres prenves et documents ou sur des renseignements pris sur les 
licuximdimes ¢t je pourrai me vontonter de recourir au rapport officiel de Dervich Pacha, 
C'est-Adire & un document authentique du Gouvernement ottoman en tant qu'il prouve 






















Jes xéelamations du mien, 
Bua clfet, le chapitre 15 de ce rapport porte formellement que “In frontibre 


actuellement en vigueur eutre les deux Gouvernements est . 
Douvéridj qui vient so jotor 3 NalirSonvetb ., . . 

Or, ce passage donne aw Gouvernement porsan le droit de revendiquer a juste 
titre la région située entre Ia rive occidentale du Obatt-cl-Amma et la branche da 
Douvérid) qui'ee jotto A Nabr Souvetb, 

Copoadant, lo respect aw’ prinalpo adapis ot d’aprts équel les. prétentions dea 

parties en cause no doivent pas dépasser ls, zone indiquée par la Corto identique, duno 
art, et esprit do conciliation dont mon Gouvernement é’est toujours inspiré au sujet 
es «{uostions relatives a lu frontitre turco-persane, d/autre part, l'ont ports & renioneer 
A 808 prétentions, réduire ses droits et & ne réclamor que les régions dont il était 
Possesseur nn moment de le conclusion du dernier Traité d’Erzeroum, 

Ceci étant, ot vu lo passage précité du rapport de Dervich Pacha, je ue puis 
donter un instant, d'une sentence favorable’ 1a cause persane et do Yadoption de la 
ligny frontidro tello qu’olle est. préviteo. 

Quant i la partie de la froutiére entre le Douvéridj et le Tyb, je crois encore 
nécessaire de recourir ayant tout au rapport deDervich Pacha ct ne citer les autres 
prouves quiapris avoir att Vattention de mes lonorables colégues) sur eartains 
passages de co rapport, 

Au chapitre 15 de son separ Dervich Pacha dit que Ja ligne de frontiire 
- . en sitivant le cours di Douvérid) arrive aux pentes des montages”; et plus 
bas il sjoute quo “Les terrains plats situés au sud ot au sud-ouest do. eotto ligne sont 
en SH INOR des Beni Lam et dépendent de Bagdad et les terrains montugneux du 
nord et de nord-est sont en possession de Vilis et dépendent du Gouvernement persan.” 
Jo\dois done relevor do co passage’que : 


+. |e branche du 




















1. Tek premiéros miontagnes que lo Nahr Donvéridj rencontre dans son cours et des 
pontes desquelles il passe, ce sont les monts El Fokki. Or, Dervich Pacha n'a 
Gortainement pas youlu parler, comme semble prétendre mon collégue ottoman, dos. 
monts Ourm-el-Gumbar, car, s'il en était ainsi, il ne manquerait pas de le faire 
ressortir, étant donné qu'en sniyant soit sur Ja carte, soit sur le terrain méme la 
description de Dervich Pacha on serait obligé de faire quitter A ls ligne frontidre le 
Nahr Douvéridj aussitht arrivé aux pentes des montagnos, et co seront celles doa monte 
Dl Fokki, Et comme la ligne de frontitre, du dire méme de Dervich Pacha, doit 
auivre los, pane des. eee il est done tout i init naturel de le faire suivre par 
le Hi ae Khyr Efnan, soule fronti’re géographique possible aux pentes de Djébel- 

-Fokki. 

2, En parlant de Beni Lam qui sont en possession de terrains plats situés ou 
sudl et! an sud-ouest do la ligne ci-haut indiquéo, (yoir chapitre 13° du rapport), 
Dervich Pacha entend certainenent parler de Beni Lam ottomans et uon de Beni 
‘Lain persiins, dont uno partie considérable habite la province de Poucht-i-Kouh et. 
autres localités de Ja Perse (voir chupitre 17), 

Ceci stant, il résulte des passages précités du rapport de Dervich Pasha que seuls 
les terrains plats situds au sud et au sud-ouest des monts EL Fokki et des monte 
Oumm-Ghyrri-Ga font partie du territoire, co qui laisserait & la Perse méae la région 
situds quire In iyo occidentale de Khyr Efnan et les monts Gafavy et qu'elle 
abandonnerait en obéissant, 8 sea sentiments de conciliation ot de-concorde, 
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Mon collégue ottoman ne serait done point dans ses droits en-venant prétendre 
aque les régions situs entre lo Khe fan’ ot 16 Djébel-eOummn-l-Cunibar pont. do 
terrains plats et doivent de ce chef revenir.ila Turqnie. Et, d'ailleurs, en qualifiant) 
méme de cdllines et montagnes de terrains plats, lo Gouvernement ottoman n'on 
deviendrait guére propriétaire. Gar, comme yous lo saver bien, mos chots colldgues, le 
principe de terrains plats et de terrains montagneux était/admis pour ls Zoliah et non 
pour le RDHGnecRa le a med Gortaehenene nara Cat ‘profiter des documenta ds ls 
partie adverse ‘pour V'exclure des parties montagnenses sana Ini reconnaitre un droit 
‘quelconque sur les terrains plats de Poucht-i-Kouh. % 

Un raisonnement analogue prouvera également quéiles monts de Bend Bazerguian 
doit Servir de frontitre jusqu’au Tyb et que le Gouyernement ottoman, de l’aveu méme 
de Dervich Pacha, n'a droit A aucun partie montignensa dé ces régions, 

Tleat vrai que Ja région située entre les monts Bend Bazerguian, d’tin sotd at le 
Djébel Efnan et le Djébel-i-Hamrine, de Vantre cots, semble 6tro, d’aprds mon collégue 
ottoman, de terrains plats devant revenir ala Turquie, mais est plutot uno valle tits 
étroite par ob passe lo Khyr Koh ; ‘ ; és 

Diailleurs, la ligne de frontidre que je viens do déovire eat celle qui a été suivie 

ir Jes représentants des quatre Gouyernements aprés la conclusion dw dernier Traité 

'Erzeroum, Ces régions ont été tronyées par eux cn In possession du Gouvernement 
persin; ils y ont 616 regus par le reprécentant du Vali de Poucht-i-Kouk, y ont été 
toujours accompagnés des gardes désignés par ledit Vali et approvisionnés, enfin, par 
ses soins. Mes collégues doivent, d’ eet Gre au courant de ces faits, dtant donnd 
que le représenfaut de leur Gouvernement respectif ia dil domior & cette époqute des 
rapports détaillés & son Gouvernement. rail : Mu 

Je suis absolument certain qu’au moment de leur drrivée dans ces régions mes 
hionorables collegues trouveront ies réclainations confirmées par des enquétes locilex 
quiils pourront faire. Is constateront que ces régions fout partie de la province de 
Poucht-i-Kouh et sont administrées par le Vali de cette province. = A 

Avant do terminer cat, exposé, permottez-moi d’ajouter que, conflant i votre esprit 
do justice ot d'équité, je suis sir at cortain que votfo sentence nienlbvera' A In Perse 
ancnne parvelle do torritoire oveupée par elle au moment de 1a conclusion du dernier 


Beat HIELA-OLAULK, 
Oumm-Chir, le 27 février, 1914, 








Berposé communiqué par M. le Commiseaire ottoman & MM lex Commiesaires 
britanniquo et russe, 


1 résilte dog études fait: dans toe regintes gouvernement do Bagtad 
d'Amara que, pendant tout lo temps que la riyidre de Douvéridj n suit eon ancien cours, 
Ia Jocalité de Donvéridj stait Ye chef-lien (caza) do Virrondissomont do memo nom relié, 
Amara. Les limites: de cet arrondissement comprenniont 1¢ Djébel-i-Rechorda, de 
Goubour-ul-Abdal, és cuiltivations do Gneimich ot d’autrés plturages ct plaines sitids 
des deux c6tés de cst ancien cours, Lénsemble dé ces cultivations Gtait mis aux 
enchéres par le Gonvyornenient d'Ariara et donné au plus offrant on affermage pour 
quelques années. 3 

Pius. tard, ta, rivibre do Douvérid}) avait change on, onsite) les enltiations ot 
paturiges sont restds sans eax ot n'ont pas suff nourit toute la population, et dans 
tres pen do temps presque Jn totalité des cultivateurs se sont vis obligés d’émigron, 
Taiertecaemeah Lsreaies Oeve obligé, 1 son tour, de changer an commune 
(nahié) arrondissement de Douvéridj, qu'il dut. suivre les émigrants et transporter lo 
chef de Gouvernement A Holfoya jusqieh co quil y ait eu 16 temps do faire drainer 
Yancien cours, tout en gardant son nom, In commune do Douvéridj. 

Actuelloment, bien que manquant d'eau, les terrains de Douvérid} sont affermés 
chaque année i quelques containes de livres aux tribus de Beni Lam. Les troupeaux 
qui viennent de Bisaitin et des uleutours paitre dans oes terrains, paiont Ia taxe 
réglementaire de mouton (oghinam) au Clisilch qui les prend’en affermage, Ceci est ino 

itd couuo des Arabs do ons exivoite ; 

Diouire part, ces torrains de Donvéridj, nyeo d'autres terrains analogues et qui ont 
tous des nom spécioux, apparticnnent direotoment & )"/ttat ottoman. 

nt Bur ces considérations, ln frontiére essentiella devrait suivre los chaines 
de Decht-i-Abbas, Dechit-i-Seid-Ekbar, Decht-i-Koum-Tinsavy.. Mais le Convernement, 
‘ottoman, pour faciliter un accord & ve sujet et montrer son entidre bonne volonté et son: 


(esa) M 
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esprit de’ conciliation, s'est borné, avec des’ pertes sensibles, i réclamer comme frontitre 
définitive, la ligne'ci-dessous définie: 


D'Oumm-Chir, la frontibre suit le cours du Chatt-el-Amma jusqu’d. son affluent 
oriental, qui se dirige vers Djébel-i-Ramla-Molatb, Elle suit cot affluent et, contournant 
Djébeli-Rechelda, arrive 4 Ja rivi’re de Douvéridj & un point Dj. marqué sur la Carto 
identique, De 18, ello'snit Ie cours de Ja rividre de Douvéridj st se dirige vers lo nord- 
onest,  Arrivée & Vonest de Djébel-i-Oum-el-Cumbar, elle quitte le cours du Douvérid) 
ot atteint: les chaines de Djébel-i-Chorganie, qu'elle suit dos crétes ct atteint la 
rividra ‘yb. 

















Tes revenns des terrains situés au nord et au sud de cette ligne sont pergus de 
tout temps par le Grand Cheikh des Beni Lam et remis an Gouvernement d’Amara, 
Conx des terrains situés prés de Djébel-i-Cherganie sont pergus par lea Cheikhs des 
Beni Lam et remis au Gouvernement d’Ali-ul-Gharbi. 

Dans ces deux: parties de la frontiére-il n'y a pas eu uno trace du Gouvernement 
persian ni de tribus porsanes. 

Dautre part, la frontidre entre les Gouvernements ottoman et persan, pour cette 
pares, ost marquée sur toutes les cartes sériouses et notammont sur celle de la Socists 
Royale de Géographie de Londres de fugon & suiyre la ligne réclamée, 

Le'soussigné, confiant en Vimpartialité de MM. les commissaires des deux Hants 
Gouyernenients médiatours, s'en remet 4 euxet ue doute pas qu’ils approuveront la 
logique des xéclamations ci-hant montionnéea et qui sont uniquement basses sur V'idée 
do trouver uno frontidre géographique qui ne puisse changer avec lo tempa ot donner 


* lieu plus tard 4 des malentendus, 


Le Commissaire ottoman, 
AZ. 


Ounim-Ohir, le 28 février, 1914. 





Enelosure 6 in No. 31. 
Procks-vorbal of Ninth Meeting of Frontier Commission. 


LA nouvitme séance a été tonto le 1% mars, 1914, sur les rives dv Chatt-ol-Amma, 
sous Ia présidence de M. le commisaaire ottoman. 


Btaient présente : 
Pour In Grande-Brotagno 


Mr, Wratislaw. 
Pour la Russie 





M. Belalot. 
Pour la Porse Bicla-ol-Mulk, 
Pour ly ‘urquio, Le Major Aziz Samih Bey. 





‘Dé la borne No, 16,18 Commission suivit Je canal du Chatt-ol-Amma jusqu’d un 
pint ol celui-ci se perd momentanément; Ici on a fait poser la borne No. 17. Basuite 
is Commission so rendit au point ot le canal reparait et ici la borne No. 18 fut érigée. 
Ta frontiére passe on ligne droite ‘entre ces deux bornes. Commission suivit de 
nouveau lo Chattel-Amma dans la direction du Douvéridj jusqu’A Yendroit dit Kabr-i- 
Subar, ob MM. los commissaires ont campé. 
Hn conséquenc, on a démarqué co jour du 1* mare I frontitre depuis Oumm- 
Ohir jusqu’d Kabr-i-Sabar. 
‘ait sur les rives du Chatt-ol-Amma, le 1" mars, 1914, 





Enolosure 6 in No, 31. 


Procbs-vorbal of Tenth Mecting of Frontier Commission. 
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.vean apparent et ici on a fait construire la borne No. 20, La frontibre passe en 
Tignedireste entre cos deux bornes, A ‘partir de ln borne No, 20, la Commission « 
continué & suivre le Chatt-cl-Amma jusqwau point ole canal ee bifurquo, Tei 1a 
Borne No, 21a.été érigés. De lA la frontitre suit Ia branche onest jusqu'an point ott 

oux branches so réunissent, de nouveau. 

SE agate Anacene Gis oueeLe omals Eenceran oman (ia 
dans la direction du Douvéridj. 
Fait sur Jes rives du Chatt-el-Amma le & mars, 1914, 





(16304) No. 32, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Received April 14.) 


No. 104. Confidential.) 
{racgranhie) Ve ian 

MY telegram No, 98 of 6th April: Political situation. * 

Hussian Minister spoke tome yesterday afternoon in a manner which gave nie to 
understand he Had received s reprimand from St, Petersburgh: I told’ him pare 
what Minister for Foreign Affairs had said to me about his attitude towards Ain-cd- 
Dowleh, which did not tally with what he himself had said to me. 

He asserted that Minister for Foreign Affairs had misrepresented what he had 
said, and that he had not used’ threatening languago, but had spoken of a possible 
future attitude if opposition to provincial officials who gave Russian consuls 
satisfaction was persisted with. T gathored that ho had’ been specially blamed. for 
somothing he had said to me nbont Azerbaijan which was contrary to Anglo-Russidn, 
policy in Porsis. Ho was unuble to specify remark, ; 

‘Our conversation was most friendly, and J think incident will serve to make him 
more carefal in the future, 


Tehran, April M4, 1014, 








116493) No, 38, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdward Groy—(Redéived April 14.) 
(No. 105,) 2 
‘leggraphio.) Delran, April 14, 191d. 


MY dospateb No. 40: ‘Barkunan irrigation scheme. en a 

‘My Russian colleague has ‘sought: my support: in order to’ obtain conession, for 
Alebar Mi Ttis pedal Oat the ‘work will cost 200,001, of which! Akhar is to 
aubscribe or collect amongst Persians as much as ho can, tho Russian Bank a6 Tspahian 
making up the difference A suggestion that British’ capital’ should. be invited to 
supply half the money wanted was mot by an answor from tho Prince that the Rissinn 
Bank would not hear ofsucha thing, 1 cannot, ascertain that any British interests 
run ny risk of damago, but the expenditure of such a largo sum/of money upon au 
enterprise of which he financittl success appeirs tobe doubtful would seem to point 
to some political advantage to be gained, 

‘The Prine Miniger soy thal tho Poivian Government oro oppoeid ta the ashena 
because the Russian Bank is closely connected with it, amd pointed out that it in the 
fact that it undertakes such enterprises instead of doing genuino banking business 
which makes people here suspicious of the: bank. 

‘The Russian Minister will bring the manager of the Ispshan branch of the hank 
to seo me, and says that he will not support the concession if we oppose it, I should 
be glad of your instructions. 5 re 

T um enquiring of the British vice-consul at Ahwaz if Bakhtiari interests run, 
the risk of boing injured. He has visited tho spot. 








‘{16099) No. 34, 
Sir Baward Groy to Sir W. Townley 
(No. 74.) i ie 


(Polegrphic) Foreign Ofice, April 15, 1914. 
‘OUR telegram No. 103 of 12th April. 


Persian Minister herd must have misunderstood what was said to: him by 
‘Sir Eyre Crowe, who had impressed upon him the unwisdom of meoting Russian 
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demand for ineréise. of Cossack brigade by mére negative. ‘The Minister was asked 
to considet whether it would not be more judicious to express readiness to accept 
Russian proposal, provided that (1) Russian troops are withdrawn, that (2) no- 
opposition wold be made to increase of gendarmericandiits employment on certain 
conditions on particular duties in the north, and that (3) the Cossack brigade be 
entitely reorganised as rogards position of officers and conditions of pay and service 
of men. ‘Dhese views now appear to be favoured by the Regent. 

Ao Russian Minister has proposed a definite echoes, would not Persian Govern- 
ment be:wiso to agree to formulate the precise conditions on which they would be 
prepared to accept it? 

(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No. 174.) 











(16400) No. 35. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Wratislaw. 







R. Foreign Ojfice, April 16, 1914. 
rate letter of 13th March to Parker. ae us 








(16762) No. 36, 


Sir L, Mallet to Sir Bdward Grey—(Received April 17.) 
(No. 243.) 
ir ‘ : Constantinoplo, April 9, 1914. 
ON th reuspt of your degpatat No, 148 of the 20th of Just mont, relative to the 
alloged Tuiskish' threats to the Vali of Pushtikuh, f enquired of my Russian colleague 
sligthor ho’had mado any: representations to tho Porte on this subject. 
M. de Giers informed me that it was not his intention to take any action in the 
matter, aud Lhoye therefore refrained from following up the suggestion contained in 
jst paragraph of your despatch, especially in view of the fact that ‘the frontior 
ounmission ‘vould appear to have already reached the district in dispute. 
Thave, de. 
LOUIS MALLET, 





(16885) No. 37. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey—(Received April V7.) 


(No, 107, Secret.) 
elographic,) Tehran, April V7, 1914. 

SOME weeks ago; when disenssing question ‘of cancellation of Muin-ut-Tujjor’s 
convession with Minister for Foreign Affairs, D put forward suggestion, as comin, 
meroly from myself personally, that, possibly, in view of financial difficulties in whi 
Porsian Government found themselves, some arrangoment might be come to under 
which His Majesty's Government might. purchase or acquire on long lease islands of 
Tarak, Henjami, and the whole of Kishm. Idea seomed to commend itself to Minister 
for Forejzn Affairs, wlio said that sale would be impossible, but that lease might be 
arranged if terms were made attractive. I said that a lease would of course imply 
total sutrender, fox period of its duration, of the islands upon which British flag would 
‘be hoisted for stich purposes aa His Majesty's Government might require. 

Nothing more was said on the subject. until tyo days ago, when, upon my again 
seferting to question of Muin-ut-Tujjars concession, Minister for Noreign Affairs 











halt is 
« (Telegraphic 
Mt 


45 
sked whether I could give him some,idea how much His Majesty's Government 
ask Ne prepared to fey as rent for islands. I answered thai I had no idea, 95 
Miggestion ad never been submitted to you, and T had no notion of how such 
‘proposal would he received. z 
‘At his Hxcclleney’s request, I promised to lay matter before you by telegraph. 





16901) No; 38. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hiweard Grey.—(Recsived April 11) 
108, : 
(Regeehic) TPeliran, April V7, 1914, 


MY telegram No. 105 of 14th April. 

Following from consular officer at Ahwaz — 

“Kurang River, for 50 miles from its source to, its junction with lunge perennial 
stream near Ardal, runs in deep valley, where there is no irrigated land. Waters are 
not used for mills or any other purpose, therefore do nol. think that, any Bakhtiari 
interests would be affected by scheme. ee 

“T would, howovor, xespectfully point) out, to your Hxcellency undesirabilily of 
Russia obiaininga foothald in the very heart of tho Bakhtiari country. Near pite are 
suinuier quarters of powerful tribes, over whom the authority of the Kkhans is alroudy 
rveak, and who could easily be seduced from their allegianco, Li Russia ‘had « mind 
Yodo'so she could. with ho grestest, ease stir up strife and roduce the Bakhtiari 
country to.a stato of chaos, which would have the ost disastrous effect on. the Lynch. 
oad and oil compauiy’s immense intorests at the fields.” 


Tnow understand that the capital required will largely exceed 200,000, 





(16909) No. 39, 
Bir W. Pownley to Sir Bdioard Grey—(Reacived April 17.) 
108) 5 
{titogron io.) Re Teliran, April VT, 1914. 
MY tclogram No. 98 of 6th April. if, i 
Prime Minister hiss taken charge of the Ministry of the Interion. 
Circular instructions to provinces to prodecd at. once with elections will bo issued 
tomorow, and iis hoped that sufiient suanbex of meuibors to form» quorai will 
Ibe sasemblod before the date of the eoronation: 





(16912) No.0. 
Sit W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. (Received! April 17.) 


R. Tolwan, April V7, 1914. 
telegram No, 101 of 8h April, Arms and aramunition fr Turistan, 
Please defer action until T telegraph again, General offleor commanding, the 
ndarmerie is much opposed to the importation of annsand ammunition, which will in 
probability find their way into the hands of onemies of the gendarme. He 
promises to render Nizam all possible assistance, and much deprecates the use of 
i 





lars. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; sant to Tndia:) 





{16908} No. 41, 
ar Mr, Lowdon to Sir Hdiward Grey.—(Received April 17.) 
fe, taphic,) Odesea, April 17, 1914, 


‘OUR telegram No, 5 of 10th March. 
‘The ex-Shah of Persia arrived on 15th April, 


[1884] N 
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[17094] No, 42. 
puny, 5° % Pooley Sir Eaieard Gray —(Reeied Apr 19) 
jo, 11. 
{8 raphic,) 


Tehran, April 19, 191: 
HY vale No. 08 of 172 Api eae 
@ Russian Minister is most auzxions to secure my support to persuade the Persian 
Goverment to grant the concession, In view of the grave objections raised by the 
British vice-consul at Ahwaz, would it, not be possible to muke my co-operation if it 
isto be accord, conditional upon the witht of Russian opparition to he 
‘prolongation of the Khoremabad Railway to Hamadan ? 

‘Tho tnanagerof the Russian Hank at Ispaan tld mo in the course of convetsaton 
the other day that ho, lias 1,000 riflemen under his orders for service in, the Zilos 
Salin's properties, As the Governor-General has only 200 men itis not wonderfl 
that the bank manager is the more powerful factor at Ispahan at the present moment. 





(17193) No. 43, 


251) Sir L, Mallet to Sir Bawayd Grey.—(Recoived April 20.) 
fo, 251, 


sie Constantinople, Aprit 14, 
WIN reference to my despatch No. 225 of tho Teh April’ have the heey to 
forward herewith a espatoh front the British commissioner on the Turco-Persian 


Tectia Con eanee % nears i 
ae nve eee reporting on the work of the Commission in the neighbourhood 





Thave, &e. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Enologure 1 in No, 43, 


goa) Mr. Wratialaw to Sir L, Malle, 
ir, Camp on River Tyb, March 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of the ideatis Pape sae 
by M Beloit and mysolfon tho subjest of our Geciion concerning the frontier Roc, 
mm: 


UnuChir to tho River yb, to which roference mas'mide in my despatch No, 13 of 
Thave, 


AL 













. WRATISLA W. 


Enelosure 2 in No. 





3. 





Rapport ientinuo des Commisanires russe et britannique concernant la Décivi 
denon, ” ruse ique concernant ta, Désivion 
ee ees ee de ta Prontibro tured-persano @Oumm-Chir jusg'a 


‘LES frontitres réclamées ‘par Jes commissaires ottoman et " inci 
quo pour tine courte distance i partir d’Oumm-Ohir, cenvicdine fuaquiau, polat oes 
yieux rayin, ou, comme le dit le Commissaire ottoman, un nese ts Chatt-el-Amma 
(imarqué en rouge sur la Carte identique réduite), quitte le canal y maryag “ Ghee 
eddowil.” De co point In frontidxe, salon los yutes turques, aa tourne vers le hord.ngeae 
est en suivant eo ravin mmo ot plus tard sa bifureation occidentale, averse lo Dicbals 
iRocheida et arrive la sivibre Douvéridj, Elle suit Ia riviéro en amout juogutd oe 
aul ave = Pia sen ot eisuite suit cotte dernidre chatne juscu'h. a 
Uo, commitsaiy porssn néslame Jo ChateslAmma comme fronts j 





Douvéridj, ‘Ensuito le Kyr Buan, ot puis uno Ugne passant par Dighel mente 
Bazorguian jusqu’au Tyb. “A Yappni de cotte demands, il vita nt pat Diba aa lines 


sq 
dis Dervioh Pac dousant comm froaitro entre Tee fi i 
eae les deux Empires dans cette région 
A la séance do 1 Commission dans laquelle Ia question de cette fronti’re fur 
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disoutée, les deux parties ont parlé @autres prouves documentaires quielles) étaient 
préies & fournir, mais dans Je fait auctines ne nows furent précentéos. 

fl ne nous a pas 66 difficiles & décider quo le Chatt-cl-Amma devait étre la 
frontitro entre Oumm-Chir et le Douvéridj, C'est In frontitre qui paralt. dire zeconnue 
Jocalement, antant qu’tne frontiére queleonque Vest dans ces régions dépourres ide 
population stable, et les quelques bergers qui ont, 616 rencontrés du eété: porsan 
Aéelaraiont tons que leurs troupeaux appartenaient A des seids do Bisnitin, district 
incontestablement persan. 

‘Au deli du Donvérid} nows n’avions presque rien pour nous guider, mais, méme 
en acceptant Ia théorie que les montagnes forment Ia frontibre, il serait difficile, & 
fadmettre quune chaine de collines insignifiantes telle que Bend-i-Bazerguian. puisse 
dre considérée comme des montagnes ct servir de frontidre, Lo Djébel-i-Hamting 
nous a paru offrir ne fronti’re convenable, on vue surtout de ce que dit le 
Capitaine Lorimer dans un rapport sur le Poucht--Kouh, o'sat-i-dire que, les) seule 
jndividus qui fréquentent jamais eo district, méme au del du Djébel-i-Hamrine, sont 
des bergers de Ja tribn turque des Beni Lam, 

Lo commissaire britannique aurait préféré comme fiontidre le Douyérid} juaqu’d 
lu chaine du Djébel-i-Hamrine, et puis le Djéhel-i-Hamrine jusqu'au ‘Tyb ; mais le 
commissaire russe, tout en reconnaissant, vette ligne comme étant plus simple du point 
do-yue purement géographiqne, considérait quil Gtait inadmissible d’enlever ainsi aux 
habitants du Poncht-i-Koub leur ligne de communication In plus facile avec lo nord de 
VArabistan; et nous sommes tombés finalement daccord stir In ligno de froutitre 
suivante & Touest’ du Donvéridj, c'est-i-dire Jo Djébel-iFokki jusqu’t la chatne 
transvoreale qui la relio au Djébol-i-Hamsine, puis cette chaine transversile elleméino, 
ot ensuite le Djébol-i-Hamrine jusqn’su ‘Iyb, 

Test &remaarquer quo la ligue frontitre ainsi sdoptée off un eompromi par 
Jequel chaque partie perd on gagne la moitié de ce quielle a demands, 

Ae ee ae D, BELATBR, 
‘A. 0, WRALISLAW. 











Enclosure 3 in No. 43. 
Mr, Wratislaw to Sir L, Mallet. 


ir, Camp on Rivor Tyb, March 14, 1914. 
J HAVE the honour to submnit the following account of the doings of the Frontier 
Commission since the 4th March, tho-data of my last, report ou the subject: — 


‘Tho Donyarij continued to rise during the 4th instant until it was mote thin 
32 fot sore is aml Lave au fal rv fra 30 yada who nly SO 
‘That night, however, it commenced to fall with the same rapidity as it had risen, and 
‘on the 5th a man was able to swim across with a note from me to say that I would 
ratify any decision which the three other commissioners should adopt concerning the 
Femaining section of the Chatt-cl-Ammn frontior, ‘The next day thoy accordingly weut 
‘ott to complete this ssetion: : 

On the 7th the Turkish Commission was able to cross, though with some difficulty, 
by means of a boat carried by mules from Halfaya, and by next day the Russians and 
most of the Persians were also on the farther side. : 

From tho 6th to the 11th wo were engsged tn’ inspecting’ tho'frontier Hnevon 
Djebel-i-Wokki ond Djebeli-Hamrine and in traversing the country between the 
Douvarij and the ‘Dyb, reaching tho latter ‘river at le.sc on the 11th March. Tho 
country through which we marched is a flat sandy plain, with marshes on the weat and 
sand-ils onthe east, _ Of these hills the Djebel-i-okid range is about 800 feet high at 
its maximum and the Djebel-i-Hiumrine about 500 feet. ‘The latter range is fairly well 
defined until it nears the Tyb, when for the last few miles it degenerates into a confused 
jumble of broken hills through which it is exceedingly difficult to trace a watershed. 

hope that by tonight the Indian -eurveyors don the task will have completed 
a are which will enable the commissioners to’ fix the point where the watershed abuts 
ou the river, 

We found it quite useless to place any boundary marks betweon the Douvarij 
and the Tyb. The only material available for this purpose was sand, with which 
nothing likely to resiat wind and rain for more than a few months conld have) been 


No, 18,) 








Between the Douvarij and the Tyb nota single Persian subject was meet with, 
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and only a fe Beni Lam shepherds. ‘The whole district from Umm-Ghir to the ‘Tyb, 


nearly 70 miles in length, does not contain a single house nor any siga of cultivation: 


Ty is sed (only for grazing purposes at certain eedeons, and is a most unattractive: 


stretch of country. 
‘M, Minorsky rejoined the Commission on the 12th instant. 
T have, &. 
A. 0. WRATISLAW. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 43. 


a Mr, Wratislaw to Sir L. Mallet. 
0. 19, 
se Camp on River Tyb, March 15, 1914, 
IN continuation of my immediately: preceding despatch, I have the Honour to 
report that ata mevting of the Commission lield yesterday the question of the frontier 
from the River yb onwards was discussed, 

Both the Persian and the Turkish commiiasiouers, evidently inspired by the fear 
of doing. something to compromiso the question of Bale ressed the wish that. we 
should march straight to that place. and take no decision regarding the intervening: 
frontior until it.was reached, “My Russian colleague aud 1, however, pointed out to 
thom that, unless wo knew at least, tho general, line of froutier to be adopted and 
travelled along: it, the journey from here to Baksai would be entirely fruitless, and we 
should afterwards have to retrace our steps for the purpose of demareation ; and that, by 
making the next section stop, say, 10 miles this side of Baksai, the fate of that locality 
could be entirely reserved for future consideration, 

‘This viow was finally adopted, and the Turks and Persians proceeded to state 
their claims. ‘Tho frontier proposed. by the formor would pass nlong, the create of 
Zeina nud Beutl{-Hoveyze at on avérago distance of abeut IG mdica ene On 
foot of the mountains, while the Persians claimod u lino parallel with the hills and 
some 8 6r 9 aniles out in the plain, 

M, Minorsky and I wirged that the country lying between these two lines being 
uninhabited and:at the present day practically: worthless to iti possessor, there ought 
to bo no difficulty in arranging « compromise, and we suggested as such a lino running 
along the foot of the mountains. The ‘Turkish commissiouer, who haa up to. siow 
shown himself remarkably conciliatory, at once agreed! to this, but it took us a long 
while to persuade Htal-ol-Mull to consent, le was particularly anxious to include i 
Persian territory 9 useless rain, marked “Kout-el-Gomysch”” on the Identic Map, 
which lies about 3 smiles out.in the plain, and would thus have spoiled the simple 
‘geographical frontior we: proposed. He is of an exceptionally timid character, and 
appeared to be convinced that, ho would incur the wrath of the Vali of Pushuikuh 
by abandoning this partioulae ruin to Turkey. However, in the end our proposal 


was ecepted, and some 40 miles of frontior was delimitated by consent in a single 
siti 




































ho general anxiety 10 leave this vicinity as soon us possible was no doubt a 
considerable factor in attaining this desirable result, Though not so brackish as what 
we haye beon obliged to drink for the last three weeks in other regions, the water of 
the River Tyb contains 40 large a proportion of Epsom-salt as to cause unpleasant 
intestinal disturbances in its unwilling cousumers, and no one wants to stay hore a. 
moment longer than is absolutely necessary. 

Thope that the Commission will be able to start for Bakeai on the 1ith, The 
Alistanco 18 rather over 60 miles, and as there aro only three placos on the way where 
water can be obtained under the most favourable circumstances, we must perforce 
arrive at latest on the fourth day out, A surveying party is being sent on in advance 
to prepare a plan of Baksai and its neighbourhood, as both Turks and Persians claim 
it vigorously, and a reference to arbitration will probably be inevitable, 

SURO that sve shall be met at Baksai by the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, He has 
sent @ functionary to meet and walcome the Commission here. 
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[17194] No. 44. 
Sir L. Mallet to Sir Edward Grey,—{Received April 20.) 





i Constantinople, Ain 4 ION 
" “WITH reference to my despatch No. 296 of the 7th April, [ have the honour 
forward herowith two despatches from the British cominisionet on Ihe Too-Revian 
Frontier Commission, transmitting the Commission's procks-verbaum of sittings Nos. 8, 


4, and 5, now signed by M. Minoraky, and the Commission's procts-verbave of ‘sittings 
Nos. 11 to 14. 


Thave, &e, 
“LOUIS MALLET, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 44, 


Mr. Wratislato to Sir L, Mallet. 


ree Camp on River Tyjb; Mareh 16, 1914. 
* | HAVE the honour to enclous copies of the procda-verbanss of sitinga Nom 8,4; 
and 5 of the Comission, ta which M. Minorsky's signature has now been obtained. 


Thaye, &e. 
wh 6, WRATISLAW. 











Enclosure 2 in No, 44, 


Procks-verbal of Third Sitting of Turco-Persian Mrontier Conimiavion. 





MM, LES commisiiros dos quatro Paissancos, o'étant embarquse sur Io vain 
persan * Karoun,” joudi, 16 (29) janvier, 8 hires du matin, pour Io voyage & Dacal 
Sto runls en fans yar gon In résidenco da MY omar porn, | 

Ta yoo vet dela prone wea 66 gn paren quate emcees 

Ih a HAR ARNG pangs ate : 
Si Arrivés 4 Vendoit de Ia joneton du Nabe-ol-Khayin aves Jo Chat Ara 
membres do la. Commission sé want. teansportés danw do petites ambarcations af do 
pouvoir evr le cours du cana MA, ly commision don cond hts pout 
Indiqus moyen de deux pont Srigfs aux extrénitn des sivas du Nebr Tomplans 
trent, bornnge (No. 1), qui sara 8 eonlrure pour sasyuer Vents dl sna 
MM. los cominissairss ottothan ot perean so sont ohargés do fairo clevor ledit, bornago, 
itoire da wos; Gouvernement ‘ ; : 

see aad Ie Mike al Rita tea au pny déjenotas ae Diialectie i 
quitte pour so diriger ‘vers Koushik Basti, MM, Toa cowuiesnires ont fait erigor 
borne No, 2, : 

M, le président a sas cette occasion pour adrosser ses olldigues quelques paroles 
Gh sites ot il aaa sentir sa satisfuotion de pouvoir s’unird ox dane une sha dnt 
Vachovement, si longtomps difées, ait enfin. rondu imminent, grea. Vespnit 
Hon eb do coneorde manifests: par Jos deux Gouvernements invreiéa of aux 
fons offices des deux Gouvernententa mafdiatours, Af lo comnissait ottoman w réppidt 
ds oa rt ; 

See ae el Denar Riana emer 

Ja distance entre les bornes Nos, 2 ot 8 fies ae Me pieds (260 modtres), et colle entre 
las boraes Nos. 8 ot 4 do 1,868 pied (490 mdtres), 

La aGunco ayant été reprise a bord du“ Karoun” pendant Je retour A Molinmmerab, 
il n ots decide: 








4 les commissai front Je 19 janvier (1* fivrier) pour Koughki-Tagri 
Salis Mice Dee een aed cule at cet exe 
esti lireotion de Daddyt et des marécages de Hor-cl-Avem 
werd Qutune vow santesto, cools du Copa Alt ly Liortesant Mobo 
Effendi et Mobsen Khan, partira lo méme jour de Dnédji pour tracer In frontibre au 


[ues] o 
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nord de ce point dans In direction de Kouchk-i-Basti, ainsi que pour déterminer Ie 
position de la borne No, 2 par rapport au Nahr-Abowt'Arabid. 


Le traced de la frontitre depitis Touweidjat jusqu’d Daédji a été défini de la maniére 
suivante: 

A partir\de Toureidjat In ligne-frontidre we transfire au medium filum aque du 
Chatt, qu'elle suit en passant entre la rive persane et Tle qui porte le nom d’Oumm-er- 

is dans sa partic orientale ot d/Oumm-cl-Khassasif dans’ sa partie occidentale. 
Arriyée'devant Yentrée orientale du Nahr-el-Khayin, qui se distingue par moyen de 
deux bornes en briques (portant en commun le No, 1) érigées aux extrémités de ses 
deux rives, la ligne {frontibre ontre dans Je canal et on suit Ie medium filum aque 
spesla un pent situé h une distance de 400 pieds ee mdtres), approximativement, a 
fouest de la jonetion du Nahr-Abou'l-Arabid aveo le Nahr-el-Khayin. 

fy borne No.2 a été placée A co point. Partant de A, la ligne-frontiire guit Is 
gréte ditin ancien amoncellement de terre sur lequel ont été érigées les bornes Nos. 8 et 4, 
4 846 pieds (260 mbtros) et & 1,865 pieds (420 metres) de distance de Ia borne 
Nos. 2et 8 respectiyement, La direction de cette ligne est de 23 degrés dazimuth & 
Test du nord. 


Fait A Mohammerah, lo 16 (29) janvior, 1914, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 44, 
Procts-verbal of Fourth Sitting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


_ LA quatribme sauce de In Commission a dté tenue & Kouchki-Basri le 
21 janvier (8 février), 1913, aous la présidence de M. lo commissairo russe, 


Itaient présente + 
Pour In Ritwie: M, Minorsky, 
Pour la Granslo-Brotagne: Mr, Wratislaw. 
Pour la Perse s: Nansour-cs-Sultanch, 
Pour la Turquie: le Major Aviz Samih Bey, 


La Commidsion a d'abord récapitulé'lee événements dea trois derniers jours comme 
suit: 

La'Commission Bathe Mohammerah le 19 janvier (1° féyrier) et se trouva & Sabas ly 
nuitduméme jour, Partant de Sibaa detbonne henre le lendemain, elle arriva Toprés-midi 
4 un petit lao d'vau fraiche, soul dépdt denu dans lo di , situé & une distance d'd 
pet prds 5 milles & l’eut de ta raine de Kouchk-i-Basri Te campement: fut etabli, 

6 méme jour la Commission so rendit i Kouchk-i-Basri. A une distance de 
00 moins & Vest dw contre de lifacnde du nord de cette ruine on m fixé ls point 
Tequél doit payor lo ligne de froutitre allent du canal de Khayin au S1*paralbe 
de: latitude. Le lendemain, 3 féyrier, In Commission s'est rendue de nouveau & 
Kouchk-i-Basri ot du point ci-deasus meutionné elle n mesuré dans lt direction du vrai 
nord une ligne de 9,900, pieds. (3,019 motres), distance entre’ Kouchk-i-Basri et Ie 
31° pardlldle @apros la Carte indentique. 

A Textrémité: de cette ligne elle fait placer une borne sous forme d'un 
amoncellemont de terre ayant andiambtre Asa base. de 17 pieds sur un hauteur de 
6 pists ‘peu pres pour marquer Jo point ob la ligne-frontidre partant di Canal de 
Rhayin vient aboutir au/31° parallale. 

‘Quatre autres bornes, consistant de terre et de dimensions inférieures & celle de la 
promitre, ont été drigées aur la ligne-frontidye du odté du sud pour indiquer sa direction, 
c'ost-A-dire: (1) une borne A une distance de 4,620 pieds (1,409 matres); (2) une 
9,900 pieds (8,019 mdtres)—le point 4.300 mdtres & Vest do ln ruine, dont ila déja été 
fait mention; (8) une 218,182 pieds (4,021 mbtres); et (4) une A 20,460 pieds (6,240 
mites), Les distances sont on chaque cas approximatives et sont calculdes & partir de 
1s borne principale, située sur le 31° pavalldle, 

En outre, Ja Commission, pour fixer la direction de In ligne IN ob élle suit Je 
31° patalléle vers le marais dit Hor-el-Azem, a fait ériger deux autres bornes f l'onest de 

bore principale, c'est-A-dire une une distance approximative de cette dernitre 




























AL 


de 10,560 pieds (83,221 mBtres), eb Pautre 8 uno distance de 19,008 pieda (5,797 
mibtres). x Cees a 

Liimpossibilité de s'éloigner de sa provision d'eau a empéehé In Commission de 
sfavancer plus en avant vers le sud et vers l'ouest des points indiqués, 

Dans Ja méme séance il fut décidé qu’d la prochaine, aéance, qui sera tenue & 
Mohammerah'a 11 heures du matin du dimanche, 8 février, on fixera\la date du rendez- 
yous % Oumun-Chir. A i 

Tl fut encore décidé qu’a la prochaine séance MM. les officer teoliniques soumet- 
tront & la Commission, sur une copie photogrenlive dela Carte identiqus, un tracé de 
Ia frontitre déju délimités, eb quel Commission prendra aussi connaissance du rapport 
de Ia sous-commiasion, = ‘ “ 

M, le président  proposé & Ia Comntission dexprimer Jeurs remetciementa ) Ia 
Aélégation britannique en général, et au Capitaine Wilson on, particulier, pour Torgani- 
zation excellente qui seule a permis Yexéoution de cette excursion, La proposition fut 
acceptée A I'unanimité, 


Fait & Kouchk-i-Baaci, le 21 janvier (9 f6vriei), 1914. 





Enclosure 4 in No, 44. 
Procts-verbal of Fifth Sitting of Turco-Persian Frontion Commission, 


SPANCE tenue A Mobammerah, le 8 fivrier, 1914, sous la présidence de Mt. to 
commissaire ottoman, 

IL lo président. déolare Tn-séance ouverte ct donne locture du proods-verhal dela 
ornibre aéaice, qui fut approayé, ; 

STi Commission ‘ayant forniné age travaitx de délinitation do: Fasi’) Keuchlea 
Baar, on a dissuté Ta date du déplacement roadu nécossaity, ot on a décid6'dé partir 
pour Oumm-Chir, ob il 646 conven de tenie dance lo 25 favrien 

Ila étd d6eid6 de munir dorchavant les sous-sommissions instructions précises 
réglaut Tears travanx, On a ensuite parlé du earacthse des bornos éxjgées dana le 
Alene, et on eid quelles powrront dhe faites de tore. 

Akl paient ely qu us 6 mapuoté gu gules cotsings da mbios de 
terrain, appartenant 4 Daddji, pont reatéa: du obt6 persan tom de la ddlimitation, TL 
demande Anon colld gue porsan do fairo donur les orcs ndovsmires'N quilde droit pour 

jue les cultivateurs de Dagdji puissent en toute lihorté disposer dé ‘oes terrains, 
HL Te commiasare porsit Alare ul charge de aio le néasmare : 

DL préeident proposo dlexaminer la Garte identique, sur laquelle Te corps technique 
a tract la figne-rontione, 

ML le conmiasuir britannique déslre qu'il x rogu de son Gouvernement la népdnae 
avo pores mares a Tignesionitro wes epi platoraphianen, 

MIM Tes commiksnires examiient Indite carte. M, Ip président reldvo qu'on devrait 
noter qu les quatro Mes situées entre Chétait, ob Monaouié a’étant trop tpprochdes’ lox 
ties des autres, ln Camuatsion a trouvé inutile dafmarquen, la fronts de figon quelle 

ite detx ies pour payor In ive ot quelle reparte ensuite pour contourner Tes dot 
thos présédeniten a Commision sl aprrouvd cates femaraue fe oe 

(On a ayprouyé Ggalemeut le traeé de la frontioe ds Huo d KouchkeicBaset (jusqu’h 
la borne Nor 14) ct ont paraphé toa deux fvuilles do la Carte identique contenant eetie 
aeetion de a ligne-fontie, 

Mle oommissaire britannique dit que pour V'éretion des bora : 
faut pouseraux matériaux et aust magons.. On déeidd de fara transportor du cient ot 
dl prondre des magons.-M. Jo commnissaie-adjint britannique vout bien so charger de 
cet arrangement, “Ln Comision acoopt cotta oft aves emoriementa, 

out les dépenses,on tienda un eoipte selon le protocole : 

Mile commooaire russe dit quien ean do gon. abecnoo'k Qumns-Ohis, co ern on 
adjoin ie semiacor 

1M. fe président lave la séance. ; 

En conadquence, i a 6 ddeidé durant votte sdance du 8 février 


1, D'enyoyer 4 Daédji ine sous-commission pour eonstater ot définis les bornies 
2. De parapher la Carte identique; et 
8. De tenir s¢ance A Oumm-Ohir le 25 février. 


Fait § Mohammerah, le 8 féyrier, 1914. 
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Enclosure 5 in No. 44. 
Mr: Wratislaw to Sir L, Mallet, 


Camp on River Tyb, March 16, 1914, 
T HAVE the honour to enclose copies of the procte-verbaucz of sittings Nos. 11, 
12, 18, and 14 of the Commission. 


Thaye, &e, 
A. CG, WRATISLAW, 


Enelosure 6 in No, 4. 
Procte-verbal of Hleventh Sitting of Tureo-Porsian Frontier Commission. 


SHANCE tome prés du Douvéridj le 3 mars, 1914, sous la présidence de M. le 
commissaire persau, 


taient présents : 
Pour I Grande-Bretagne: Mr, Wrutialaw. 
Pour la Russie: M. Belaiet 


Pour I Perse Btela-ol-Mulle: 
Pourla Turquie: Le Major Aziz Samih Boy. 


M. le président donne lecture des Procds-verbaux Nos, 8, 9 ot 10, qui’ wont 
approuyés, 

On 4 dévidé ensuite d'noheyer la démureation de la frontidre jusqu'au Douvéridj 
tissitdt quo Te tomips permettrait d'y travaillen, 


TL été résola qu'il serait annexé i Ia description Ia frontidre une carte supplé- 
mentaire du Chatt-el-Amma, ig nila 


MM, lod commisiaires we sont aecordés pour fiirwune excursion du ebté da Djébel-i- 
Fainting 2 J promidre occasion, 


Fait le 3 mors, 1914, 


Enclosure 7 in No. 44, 
Pricts-vorbal of Twelfth Siuing of Tureo-Persian Frontier Commission. 


LA. séanco s'est tonue sous In prisidence do M, Belafef, commissaire-adjoint, fasant 
fonction du premier commissure rosso. 
Btaient présente’: 


M. le premier commissaire persian et on adjoint; et 
M. Je commisssire ottoman, i 


M. le premier commissaire britannique, ayant teavoraé le Douvéridj ot se trouvant 


dans Vimpossibilité do le ratraverser & cause de grandes cruos, s'est exeusé par I 
0 éclarant prdt& accupter tout ce que décideralunt ses, trols aatiod eae 
eee ol dobnage @ esau 

prés un échange d'idées, unission @ jugé inutile, étant dg on ‘ion 
ane carte ddtaillés dressse par les topora eens tae Ghati-l- 
‘Amma A partir do son emboushure juequ' lendvoit oh las tfavausede le datientee coe 
‘6 arrbtes, ot elle a décidé qu’ partir de ce point Ia froutibre euivra le cours da atime 
Chatt jusqu’’ ea jonction avec le Douyérid. 
Dans les ondtoite of lo Chatt-el-Amma se trouve divisd en plusieurs branches, la 
Vigne de frontibre suivra la branche principale conformément iva curte ciannexée. 


53. 


Ta Commission s'est ensuite rendu eur les lienx et ayant aonataté que Yembouchure 
essentiellodu Chatt-el-Amma a dt détraite par Jes erues du Douyéridj, elle a ddcidé 
quarrivés au dernier point od le Chatt se divise’en deux branches’ avant, de 
rojoindre le Douysidj, ln ligne de fiontidre suivra la branche orientale (qui, pour le 
moment, est Iy seule par laquelle lo Chatt puisse s'alimenter des eaux de Douvérid)) pour 
sboutira un ancien litd'une branche du Donvéridj, Et cat Taique, va les éoroulenients 
constants dés rives du Dowvéridj, i. causo de eres immenses dont In Commission a 6t6 
témot, calleci n décidé Wériger Ia borne No, 22’ pour marquer la jonction da Ohatt-el- 
Amma aves ie Doujvéridj. 


Fait A Douveridj, le 21 Kévrier (6 mars), 1914. 


Enclosure 8 in No. 44. 


Procks-verbal of Thirteenth Sitting of Tirco-Peraian Frontier Conimission, 


SEANCE tenue pr’a du Douvéridj le 8 mars, 1914, sous Ja présidence de M: le 
commissaire obtomun, 


Rtaient présente : 


Pour ln Grande-Brotagno: Mr, Wratislaw, 
Pour la Russie: M. Belateh 

Pour In Perso: Btalnol-Mulke 

Pour la ‘Turquio: Le Major Aziz Samili Bey, 


La ligne-frontidre & partir dela borne No, 22 a éti difinie comme suit: Wile 
tombo perpendioulairement sur la rivitre Douvérid), et ln remonte en suivant lo muodium 
fim aguas jusqu'st point ob la eréte du Djsbel-ieMokk la plus au nord deucund d/pio 

ridre A oo enol lle quite a vite ot gage la Gets outs 

M. Je président a dit ensuite que le corps technique britannique avait bien voulte 
exéoutor la majeure part du travail topographique jusqu’d présent, et qu'il voulnit, price 
on) colldguo britannique de fhire donner au corps technique obfoman low points de 
triangulation, afin que oelui-ci pit prétergon concours aux travaux.  M. le eoimmiasaire 
britannique a réponda qu'il aura plaisir A se conformer & In demande de eon 
colldgue, 

in seat Aécidé de partir pour le Tyb le 9 dw mois, eb de parcourir votte partic do 
In frontidre eu trois étapes. ey = 

MIM, los comiissaires se sont rondus ensuite ur le Djsbel-isFokki et'ont aviyi Ia 
ligne du partage des aux. J 

Alivteprise de Ta dance, 3 9 heures du soir; on a signé los procds-vorbaux Noa, 6, 
7, 8, 9,10 et 12 of les trois premibres feuilles des. copies de la Carte identique, par 
tenant wux comuiisaires persan, russe et ottoman, ainsi que Voriginal de Ia Carte 
supplémentaire No. 1, aveo deux copies appartenant aux commissaires rusee ot 
ottoman. - 

En conséquenes, on a fait pendant catte a6ance: 


1. La définition do la ligne-frontidne jusqu’au Djébol-i-Rokki ; 


2, La décision de partir pour'le Pyb le 9 courant; et 
8, La signature de ROSEN et des cartes, 


Fait le § mars, 1914. 





Enclosure 9 in No. 44: 
Procbs-verbal of Fourteenth Sitting of Tureo-Persian Frontior Commission. 


SHANE tenue prés du Tyb le 14 mars, 1914, sons la présidence de M. le commis- 
aire britannique, 


Etaient présents = 
‘Tous les commissaires ot commissatres-adjoints. 


Les procts-verbaux Nos. 11 et 19 ont été Ins et approuvés, 0 
ICHMT [ise neg gems ceaimentae aie adopté juaqu’’ 
dans les procts-verbaux en parlant des fouilles de In Carte identique's suivi 

fordrs inverse par rapport aux nmméros imprimés eur les fonilles mémes. (lesquela 
SoU eu ant AC SDE AT RIL eee ssae ne EMCeNaH eniicre ste lation nals oie 
do nuniéros commengint par le sud. 

Une disetssion a dts onsite entamés sur les travaux entre le ‘Tyb et la région do 
Balsa (Baksayé), : 

M, Te comitaaire petsan est de Yopinton que le meilleur moyen de prooédler sare de 
parcourir In distance d'abord et ensuite de ddlibérer la ligne de la frontitre. Cet avis 
eat partagé par M, le commisssaire ottoman, ~ 

les conminsaines russe ct britannique objestent en disant que, eans wocord 
préalable sur lo ligne approximative, on ne saurait ohoisir Ia route A suivre, Tl sorait 
done & désiror que lea commissaires persan et ottoman se mottent d’accord des main- 
tenint sur la frontidre jusqu’’ un certain point, J 
M. Io commissniro’porsin prie ses collignes russe et britannique d’émottre quelque 
roposition, mais cenx-ci répliquent qu'il u'est pas d oux de proposer uno ligne sauf dans 
Nf oe utes parnien ene peuvent pat tomber d'aocord. 

M. Jo commisagire russe appuio sur la nécessité de se baser sur dea principes établis 
on discutant 1a ligne de la frontitre, et cite le dernier paragraphe de l'article 1 da 
Protocole du Constintinoplé concernant lo statu quo, qu'il dit s'appliquer en cas 
actuel, 

-M. Ie comminsaixe britanniijue soubient quo Vartiole en question neat applicable 

r'gux parties de la frontidre pour Iesquelles un treed a été établi dans le protocole, 

on ea adinetane que le principe duvstate quo doit régir tous kes travaux do. Tn 
Commission autant que possible, il croit que dans les régions de Poucht ‘ouh Tes 
commissaires ont plus de liberté qu’ailleurs,en vertu de In déclaration suivante du 
protocols, urtigle 1°": 


“La partie de la frontidre entre Mendoli et Je point septentrioual du. trues indiqué 
dans In déolaration faite Londres te 99 juillet (Schounib), entra Hakky Pacha et 
Sir P, Groy n'ayant pas encore fait Vobjet dune délibération détailléa, led sonesipnds 
Tnissent établissoment de Indite partie de la frontidre ® la Commission de Délimitation,” 


My Ie. commissuito russe dit que Yapplication du principe dix statu quo. aussi & 
Poucht-i-Kouh stant pleinoment, établi dans Ia correspondance préalable, il ne eroit pas 
possible dadimettre des exceptions pour cette région, 

‘MM, Jes commissnires persan’ et ottoman ont tracé ensuite sur ime copie de In 
Caite ideritique réduite les frontibves réclamées par lun ot Vautre depuis le Tyb jusqu’d 
un point A pou prds 10 milles au degh de Baksat. Le 'tracé ottoman suit lea erdtes dea 
montagne Bend-iZouméyli et Bend-i-Huvéyze; le traoé persan descend le Tyb 
juaqu’au del de Kut-elGamich et ensuite coupe 3 travers les plaines au aud des 
montagnes, 

le président fait Vobservation que les deux tracés ne présentent pas une 
diffrence tréa imarqudo; iL eapdre done qué les deux parties pourrout trouver un mayen 
de reconcilier leurs points de vue respectives, 

ML Ie commissatre ottoman 6: prét d conférar aves son colldgue persan, 

M, le commissaire russe conseill¢ fortement de chercher un compromis. D’accord 
ayes son colldgus britannique, il regarde commo la ligue la plas eonvanable calle qui 
Tonge de pied des moutagnes. 

M, le counmissaire piersan insiste eur a néceasité de comprondre en tervitoire porsan 
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Ja ruine du fortin de Kut-el-Gemish (Kout-ol-Gomysch) appartenant ow Vali de 
Poucht-iKouh, et counu sous Je nom de Kaleh Husscinie, A cette exception, il serail 
prét 4 scepter Je compromis. 

Les trois autros commisoaires tronvent quil semit inadmissible de fairs couber la 
ligne-frontidre de figon & contourner est endeoit, qui ost situé dane Is. plaine élolgné des 


montagnes, 
Taf ear aoa arpanten SOPs eae britannique; ot dtant 
entendu que Is. décision actuelle sera sans. préjudice de toute question ultérieure, 
M. Te oommissaire persan donne son asséntiment & la proposition précitée, ME. le 
commissaire ottoman ayant fait de méme, la Commission décide comme suit : 


* Ta ligne passant pore pied des montagaes est aeceptée en principe comme ligne: 
frontidre depuie lo “Tye jusgu'an savin oud 910 lier eatin whet ee eae 
Ancun préjudice n'est ports par cette désision au rbglement dé Ia frontitre au dla de 
ee point.” 


Apis une diseussion our Yapprovisionnement et 16 bornage, i est conven, eur In 
Proposition do M. Io commiseaire oftornan, que le corps technique ax divise on deux 
parties, dont la premidre, composée de deux officiera topographes ‘russes ot dun offciér 
ottoman, so rondra sans déai X Baksal pour commencer le lvé de sex alentours, 
tandis que Jes autres offciers ¥oocuparont de dresser tine curto'du pays entre lo Ty et 
Basa, ‘Toutes Tes deux enrtos seront faites sur Ja meme éehelle- que In Carte 
idontique. 

Tea cartoa suivauites ont été signées par MM les commissairos : 


Carte identique, foutlles Nos, 1, 2 et $—vopié britannique, 
Carte supplémentaire, No, 1—copie britannique, 


La prochaine aganee de Ja Commission 9 6t6 fxée pour Je lendomain A 10. heurea 
du matin, 


En conséquenoe, ia 6t6 ddcidé pendant cette edanoe : 


1. Le numérotage des fouillea de Ia Carte identique; 
2. La délimitation do In frontitre depuis le yb jusqu’a’ prds de Baksut ; ot, 


$, La sépartition des travaux topogeaphiques dans cette section de la frontidre ainsi 
qu Bakeat, 


Fait le 14'mars, 1914. 





(17120) No, 45. 


Sir G. Buchanan to. Sit Basoard Groy,—{Reccived April 20.) 


aS 109.) 


I HANDED to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the With instant a note 
embodying your despatch No. 137 of the Sth of this month, togetlier with the 
memorandum therein enclosed on the subject of the ‘Trans-Porsian Railway sehen; 
and, after summarising their contents, I expressed! the hope that the Russian Govern 
gant would eppresat th Ings concessions made to Russian op 


St. Poteraburgh, April 16, 1914, 


inion by His Majosty’a 
Government and that they would accept them in the spirit im which they wate offered. 

M. Sazonof replied that the proposals now put forward by His Majesty's Govern: 
ment would require to be carefully examined before a ryply conld be returned to them. 
He would, howover, point ont thit our attitude with regard to the railway. had greatly 
changed since his visit to England in the autumn of 1912, when he had discussed the 
question with you and Lord Crewe. We were now bent on converting the origital 
scheme of direct transit railway into one for the construction of a munber of 
commercial lings, and he would tall mo 'at-oneo: that ho. could. evar condont, to the 
aligament passing Qurough Tspalian, Suck au aliguimént would inovitably ontail the 
linking up of the ‘T'rans-Persian Railway with: the id Reihay, and the latter, and 
not the Russian railways, would then seoure the direct transit trade with India, While 
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readily-admitting that we bad mo such aim in view, he contended that the natural 
consequence of our proposil would be the linking up of the two railways. 

‘assured M. Sazonof that there was not the elightest dangér of this, and repeated, 
what I had already told him more than ‘once, that the natural obstacles in the way of 
auch a linking-up railway were almost-insuperable ; and that, morcover, if the Germans 
could construct a railway to Ispabin, thay eould equally well build one to Yezd. ‘There 
ryas also the Potsdam Agreement, under which Germany was precluded from asking 
dor railway concessions in the Russian sphere. His Excellency, however, maintained 
that, however difficult the country, the construction of a railway, as ind been proved in 
the/ease of the Jungfrau, was merely a question of money. As regarded the Potsdam 
Agreement, Germany would elude its provisions hy snpplying the funds and geting 
the railivay: built either, by Persia ox by some: other Powar whom she would use as a 
manot straw. In the former case Russia would have to yeto its constraction by 
addressing an altimstum to the Persian Government ; while in the latter she would have 
to tako measures which might. cause serious tension between her snd the Power 
concerned. 

Inv the cowse of our subsequent conversation I reminded his Excellency of the 
snorilices which His Majesty's Government were making in abandoning thelr original 
proposal for au alignment by Ispahan and Shiraz, and I pointed out that the alignment 

h they wore now proposing would not in any way. prevent the Trans-Persian 

ay serving as a transit railway:between Enrope and Indie, as the slight detanr 
which it made between Tehran and Yezd was necessary if the railway was to tap such 
important trade centres ag Ispahan, ‘The increased length which this alignment would 
entail would be moro than made up for by the increased froights, and finsnoial 
considerations were, in say opinion, of more importance’ to the success of the railway 
than the directness of the route. I lind, I added, communicated to M. Ratfaloviteh, 
with whom T find had a conversation that morning, the substance of the memorandum 
which Iiad just handed to his) Excellency, and, as M. Raffalovitch was to attend the 
meotingg of the Russian group that same evoning, I suggested that his Excellency 
should lond him the memorandum and recommend it to the fuyourabla consideration of 
tlio Russian group. M. Sawonof seplied that he would let ML Raifalovitch have the 
inemorandium, bit that all he could say with rogord to it wad that it yould be examined 
in a spirit of conciliation. 

In w further conversation which I had with him yesterday, M, Sezonof told me that. 
tho Russian group had not been favonrably improssed by tha views of His Majesty's 
Govornmont as recorded in the. momormdnn; but, on my pressing him not to:make 
unnecessary difficulties, he shoved a. more conciliatory disposition than at our first 
intorview, ‘There were, ho said, several’ points to which he would have to take 
exception in the written teply which he would gond mo; but he added that some way. 
must he found ont of thie dificulty. ‘hough still adhering, to the views whiok he kad 
xpresod wi regard to Topaban, te no longer mot my roprosentatons with, an 
wiqualified non posmemus, and ho oven wont so far as to say that Russia might perhaps 
have to earmark@ concession for » railway front Ispahan wostwards, so as to prevent 
stigh a Goncossion falling into Cronihan hands, 

Thayo; &. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


(16493) No. 46. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 76.) 
‘Telegraphic. ) Foreign Ofice, April 20,1914, 
‘ Yo Rt tolegram No, 105 of 14th Apri jerahe Seb fants iy 


AAs thero seems to ho no.question of Briti 
that you should support the concession. 
(Repeated to St: Potersburgh, No. 181.) 


interests benefiting, it is undesirable 





a7 
17477) No. 47. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reecived April. 21.) 


(No, 112.) 
(Telegraphic: Tehran, April 21, 1914. 

RUSSIAN Minister has told mo, under instructions from St. Petersburgh, that the 
Rassian) Goverment linve reason fo complain of the anti-Russian attitude of the 
British consul-general at Meshed, which betrays tho camo hostile tendency towards 
Russia's policy in Porsia which is noticeable in the actions of all Anglo-Indian officials, 
‘This impression, he said, bad béon conveyed by Prince Dabija to the Itussian Govern: 
ment, which hoped it might be found posaibile to replace present British consul-gevoral 
by someone from the British consular servico, 

Treplied that Colonel Haig is a most reliable and trustworthy official, who has 
shown no trace of any anti-Ruasian biasin his official and private correspondenoe since 
ho arrived at Meslied about four months ago. Tadded that as long as such an intriguer 
as Prince Dabija, whi, by his corruption and general belinviour brings great discredit 
upon Russia, remains at Meshod, there ia sure to be trouble betivoan the tyro consulates= 

ral, Russian Minister answered that the Princo has been dismissed, To this I 
yomarked that Thad heard this every six months sincs 1 had been here, but the Princo 
remitinodd all the samo, 

(Repeated to Meshed,) 





[17498) No. 48, 


Sin W. Townley to Sir Bdward Groy.—(Recvived April 21,) 


(Mo. 113) 
(Peleg shic.)) R. Tehran, April 21, 14. 
TUMOUR yas current yestorday that Count Lewoutiaupt, a Swedish. gondarmorie 
instructor, had been severély wounded or killed in an affray with brigands near 
Noberan* on the Tehran-Hamadan caravan road. 1 regret to say that it los to-day 
been confirmed that he has been killed. It would oppoar that he was returning to 
\TWhran fron nusoenitalrmaveaienk igsinnts baud of brieahda oP wich onnvGe abst 
chiefs waa killed recently on the Sultanabad road and two others previously on the 
Hmindan road, when ho was alist ina villagorfrom which it wis believed that all 
the inhabitants had fled, 
His widow is in Tehran. Ht wad ood of tho ata well kuowa Uiptomntis. 


(17477) No. 49. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No, 71.) 
(olographie) Re 
‘OUR telegram No. 112 of 21st April: Moshed. 
‘Your language entirely approved. 


Foreign Ofice, April 21, 1914, 


* Halfway between Kam and Hamadan, 
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117808) No. 50. 
Tnidia Office to Foreign Office (Received April 22.) 


Sir, Inia Ofico, April 21, 1914, 

I AM directed by the Secretary of Stata for India to transwit to. you, for the 
information of, the Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affnirs, copy of certain papers on 
the subject of German trade in the Persian Gulf 

Tom, ke. 
‘TW. HOLDERNESS, 


Enclosure 1-in No, 80. 


Conaul-Genoral Lorimer (Political Resident in the Poratan Gulf) to Government 

of India. 
Bushiva, Fobruary'8, 1914, 

1 HAVE the hovour, in compliance with your telegram of the 14th January, 1914, 
to submit my views on Mx, Chick's report on Gorman trade and shipping in the 
Porsian Gnif'diring the year ending in autumn 1912, I am aware of, and will 
endeavour to give full weight to the principle, Iaid down in the letter of the Tndia 
Ofice to the Foreign Office, dated the Gth August, 1918, that the security of Indian 
political interosts in the Persian Gulf depends largely upon the maintenance of British 
fomiareial eupromaoy inv that\ tegions) Ac ainy ct) desheGsheNo. 80%" Comoiirclaly 
Confidential, it the 10th December, 1913, From Nir Q, Hertslet, His Majesty's consul- 
gener at Antwerp, to th» Foreign Oflice (print No, 55978) has opportunely come to 
and wal yoa-On Oi poise of wretingn 


during the Inst eight years in fiold where previously they did not exist; the 
representatives of British commeroial interests have had their scope of action curtailed 
and in kome directions are hard pressed ;, and the growth of German commerce, and 
with it German prostige, still. continues, 


8, Tn this connection, I would draw particular attention to restrictions which » 


Gormin shipping interests com alroady to be imposing on the working of British 
Tinos. Tn 1908 Mtr, George Lloyd, M.P., explained how Mr. Strick and the management. 


of the Buokoall und West Hartlepool Fines had beon brought to agree to the) terms of 


‘Herm Ballin; and now Mr. Kearuey mentions, in an enclosure to Sir, OC; Hertalets 
despetoh already quoted, that Sir J, Ellerman consulted the Humburg-Amerika Line 
before the recent establishment of a Hall Ling service to the Gulf, adding, “It is a moot 
point as to what view the Hamburg-Amorika Linie would adopt, werd the Hall Lins at 
some future date to incrouse its regular sailings ftom Antwerp to the Gulf beyond one 
month.” Tt further appears’ from Mr. Kearney’s report that thé British India Stéam, 
Navigation Company ate precluded by“ unfortunate agreements" from taking cargo 
from Antworp for certain ‘ports in the Near East on’ condition tant the Ham 
Amerika Linie does not take cargo for the same places from London; and it would 
usoful if His Majesty's Government could ascertain for certain from the headquarters of 
the British India Steam Nayigation Company in London whether the ports of the 
Porgian Gulf are among. those to which this arrangement refers, An amounooment 
in Renter's news telegrams which has appeared in’ the course of the last few day 
regarding a Persian Gulf Agrsoment between the Ball and the Hamburg-Ame 
Linés does not remove the impression that the British navigation companies have 
already to some extont parted with their freedom of action in the Persian Gulf 

._, 4 There is another fact which bears evidence to the growing power of German 
interests, Mr. Kearney’s figures show that séventeen Germail vessels in 1912-18 carried 
from Antwerp slous to the Persian Gulf £9,574 metric tons of éargo, whereas Mr. Ohiok 
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estimated at $8,000 British tons only the whole of the cargo carried trom Hamburg 
nd Antwerp in Germsn bottoms during the preceding year, 

5, ‘The strength of the German movement seems to lie in foresight aud combination 
of foroes, the weakness of British resistance in narrowness of view and lack of 
organised abtion, The isolated British shipping companies and small firmus working itt 
the Gulf have nonstional cohesion. ‘They ‘are not conscious of enjayiny Goveriment, 
guidance and support in the game measure as their German rivals’ They also, 

ethaps, do nob realise the finportarice to allof them of the maintenance of thé general 
sitish position of superiority, and are thorefore prone not to look beyond their 
separate interests and immediate profits, ‘These defects can only be’ remedied. by Hlis, 
ty's Government giving them a lead and inffuencing them to uct in combination 

as thelr Germy tivala nro nlready doing, 

6, ‘Thers is now. strong consensus of opinion in favour of measures for consolidatin 
British interests and co-ordinating British action in the Gulf? Sir C, Hortslet, from lis 
despatch already quoted, avidently agrees with Sir Perey Cox in thinking that there 
is room for official'aid; and I venture to beliove that, if any Tine of action free fivm 
serious drawbacks can be pointed out, His Majesty's Government will bo’ realy. to 
adopt it. There appears to be auch’ 4 line, for His /Majosty’arapresentatives in tho 
Persian Gulf are well placed! for reporting ench fresh development of German sbipping. 
and trade to the Home Government and to the Government of Indin as it octurs, 
snd for suggesting means-to counter it; while authoritative adyioo tendered by, the 
Foreign Olfics nad Board of! ‘Trude, after considbring the roports’ from the Persian 
Gulf, could hardly be disregarded by merchants, According to ny. information the 
direct trade from Europe to the Persian Gulf is in tho hands chiefly of a few firms 
in England who make a speciality of it, Put. differently, the recipients of order tor 
goods, whother coming through British agoncies in th Gulf or direct from Persian 
and Arab merchants, are nearly all of them well-known houses in Londons Manchostiry 
ke, “These firms ans mostly nhder obligation to, His Majésty’s Goverment,  Mutina 
Gray Dawes and Company, the Anglo-Persian, Oil Company (Litnited), Messrs, Lynch 
Brothers, ond Messrs. #0. Side und’ Gq (Liinted); asp intoontell 1 bhcooion ahd 
undertakings that constantly require Governtient -mupport; while others, auch aa 
Messra David Sassoon and (Co, (Gimited), Mesira, B,D. Saysoon: ond Company, and 
Messra, Haji Ali Akbar and Sons’ (Limited), look to. tho: Britinh representative to 
‘support their agencies in Persia and recover their Total claims, The shipping companion 
running to the Gulf re similarly specialigod and similarly amenable, to: Government 
influonce, In these cireumstunces the British firms and! companies controlling, the 
Parsian trade cannot but reosive nttentively.artvicw from Government as to their general 
policy and other rélations-with exch other, and they should bo prepared to onter into 
‘schemes of co-operation. that, may be devised for their common gow. 

Twill now touch on soine practical points, 

7, Oné'of Mis Chick's suggestions in. hia memoraidum of September 1919, \vaw 
that regular Betis walla betwen Anwworp' and) tha’ GulP auould iis areaiged ts 
onier to prevent the Hamburg-Amerila Linie fiom obtaining 1 monopoly of! the 
carriage of sugar Between Europe and the Porsian Gulf, Mt, Keaney'a report. showa 
that Sir J. Ellerman, who maniyes the Hall Link, has qrranged for a monthly sorviea, 
betwoon British ports and the Persian Gulf, calling af Antworp.. (Parenthstically it, 
niay bo renayed that this doot not nesesatly imply any insets inthe. outer of 
British vessels visiting the Persian Gull, for other British mailings may by reduced in 
view of the new Antwerp service, inasmuch as the Biteknall Line ia tmder the samo 
control as the Hall Line, aud the West Hartlepool Line has acoppetouk) 

‘Mr. Kearney states that no Belgian sugar has yot boon shipped from Antworp 
by the Hall Ling, aud according to manifesta of those vessels seen at, Bushire no'loat: 

‘has been brought here by them. ‘This is unfortunate, for the chief argument in 
favour of British sailings from Antwerp wus that they should make it’ possible to 
‘capture part of the sugar cargoes on-which, after railway materials, the busines of the 
Hamburg-Amerika Linie to the Gulf st present chiefly depends, ‘The sugar oarried 
by the Genan Line is alerayn incréasing, nnd Corns ua. wots w busis fOR the Tine 
aities operations: ALE OMice hopas to op able) to aubinit law faw.wackey the Sguros 
for German-borne cargo during the year onding Ootober 1919, Ho informs me thut there 
thas boon a considerable ineraso in’ the rumbor of Gorman steamers visting the Gulf 
no doubt Jn gonsequence of materials boing required nt Baars for the Baga Hallway, 
‘ond ai astonishing inorease in the amount of ugar brought by tho Humburg—Amerika 
Linie, At Bushire alone 181,424) bugs (say 9,428 tons) were landed in 1912-18 us 
-compared with $2,680 bags (say 2,094 tons) in the provions year. 
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Another disappointing feature of the new British Service fiom Antwerp is that, 
according to the itinerary quoted hy. Mr. Kearney, Babrein and Lingeh will not be 
‘among ils ports of cull, Mr, Chick's forthcoming veport will show that last. your 
31,231 bags of sugar were landed at’ Bahivin alone from German steamers as against 
2,710 bags the year before, 

If the new Antwerp service is to anawer the purpose for which its institution was 
urged, it must obtain Belgian sugar thero for Persian Gulf ports, and if must visit 
Bahrein and Lingeh, Otherwise the development-of the Hamburg-Amerika Linie will 
not be impeded by ik, 

Much of the sugar shipped from Antwerp to the Gulf is on aocount of British 
oxperting dims in London and Manchester, aud among other Antwerp, shipmenta,aré 
miscellaneous articles for British merchants, such aa Dutch cotton and candles for 
Messrs, Zioglen, iron for Hindoo merchanta st Bunder Ablus, &e. If Sir J. Hllerman 
‘and those associated with him could enlist the support of the eugar brokers in. London 
and of the firms whose merchandieo is in question, the Hall Lins could probably: ssoure 
f proportion of the sugar aud a larger amount than ab present of the other goods 
slipped from Antwerp to the Persian Gulf 

"Tho boys seetn to bo anatters in which Government intervention with the Hall Line 


‘supplying lista of the Britisl, firms consigning goods from Bel 
Mr. Ghick would be willing, when on leave, to interview tl 
most of whom are already: known to hin, 

8.' The question of grain exportation from the Persian Gulf is a serious one for 
British firm, In 1912-18 the number of German ‘steamers coming to the Gulf was 
langor than before, on account of; the cargoes of railway material and sugar offering ; 
and if there had not boon a gonoral failure of crops and consequently no trade, it is 
highly probable that the firm of Messrs, Wonckhaus and Company and the Hamburg 
Amotika Linie, working together on & gystam of fright ‘rebates, could: eo have 
minipulated the pri ‘rin as to prevent. the purchase of any by Britishyfirms. Ib 
muy be posible for His Majesty's Government, without the grant of a subsidy, to induce 
British shipping lines to give such terms to British grain-purchasing firms as will enable 
‘the lattor to: persevere in competition with Messrs, Wonokhaus. ‘Ths matter is one 
which deserves yory careful attention, as otherwise the total elimination off British 
houses fiom this ling of business may be the result, Ib is desirable thut anything that. 
is. done should be done erly, as the grain season will begin about Juue and the present 
your's harvest promises to be s good on, = 

9, Tho wood and timbyr trade of the Persian Gulf is already linge and must Gear 
with the growth of industry and Coes Hitherto the Government of India have 
Hot eden thieit way to ungé the Mysore State to enter into this teade, ax the commercial 
organisation attached to the Mysore Fores Department would enable it te do, I 
respectfully suggest that the time hos now arrived when, in the interests of British 

a commercial supremacy, in the Persian Gulf the Darbar might be invited to give. 
apécial attention to the matter, and even to incur somo moderate outlay onan 
oxperiment, The fitst stop would be nothing more serious. thin to depute a qislified 
agent to study the Gulf marketé which he could do on an absence from India of about 
six wodks, I enclose extracts from a letter which I wrote lately to Sir Hugh Daly, 
‘Resident in’ Mysore, with reference to this question. 

10. My experience of Bushire is short; and besides end Mr, Chick's sugges 
tions for ensuring the carriage of all Manchester goods by British. steamers for regular 
calls. by British steamers at all Gulf ports, for the formation of a British Lighterage 
‘Company, and for the institution of Persixn Gulf sections in the chambers of commerce 
Which ho mentions, I have only the above remarks and recommendations to make on his. 
memorandum tinder consideration, 

T.sholl subinit, in continuation of this letter, a note by Mr. Chick on s sudden and? 
menseing development of German enterprise in the navigation of Karon River, 
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Enclosure 2 in No, 60. : 
Consul-Genoral Larimer to Lieutenant-Colonel Sir High Daly, Resident in Mysore. 


(Bxtract) Taniary 24, 1914. 

BEFORD coming to Bushire Thad finished four years at Bagdad, where also the 
ood question i important and you will not mind Af [ty to cast a litle new light 
oni 

‘The question, has been treated too much, T think, ftom the standpoint, of the 
Basra dewiand for dato-boxes, Dute-boxes are the biggest ier in the wood. tmde. of 
the Gulf tiade at present, but by no means the whole of it, und there are other lan 
emsonly now boginsing to develop, uch as the Bagdad Railway donind at Bagdad, 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company's demand at Absdan, 60. ‘Cho former of these 
concerns requires s great quantity of timber, the latter wood for hundreds of, thousands 
of oil eases pet annum ; aud there ia also the oidinary demand for timber for house aud 
Goat-building at all the places in the Gulé region from Muisoat up to Bagdad, The 
whole of this region used to be served by India, as appenrs from the timber found in the 
Sassinian ruins of Ctesiphon (eixth coatury) and the. Arab ruins of Samarra (ninth 
century) being Tndiin teak; and it would bo strange, even with the modern means of 
support, it if it were to be permanently served to auy grent extent from Europe: 

scenes, an aberant, very incomplete but giving some iden of tho pieant 
dimensions of the Gulf wood tude. ‘That, trade might. iorsass fu vasious. wayn 
independently of the Bogdad Railway and Oil Conpaiy. Ab Bagdad, for example, 
on account. of tho diffoulty of gotting wood, steel beams are now latgely used in 
house-building. 

or At Bagalad brought, Misaner Pasha, the head of tio ealway, in) lations 
vith Mr, Strickland, and tho result his been threo ordens aa the Mysore Dusbur perhaps 
know. If the stations, &e, of this Geruian railway could ba built throughout: with 
British Indian timber, we could looke at thom with inbré complacen 
_ The Oil Company's reqirementa and those of the house boat-buildera everywhorw 
in the Gulf have atill to be studied, and the date-box. industry, which for somo, time 
ce) tho moat important of all, has not yob beolt examined on the spot 

‘an export, 

‘The following is an extract from a private latter whieh one of the most experienced 
and quecesaful British mershants at Bagdad has written mo since Tcame hero, He was. 
fand is the medium between Mr, Stricklaid-and. the Bagdad, Railway Company, 60 
perliaps it would be better not to quote him in such a way as to mike his identity 
appear, ‘Tho extract is apropox of the fulfilment: by the Mysore foresta of the railway 
company’s orders. 

‘There aro sll sorts of reasons for these delays, averyone of them perteatly good, 
but the result is, from i commeroiil. point of view, very unsatisfactory, and. ilistrates 
the difficulty of’ dealing direst with a distant souros of supply and cot with « widdlee 
man ot desler who holds stocks. Under these circumstances, und until T. gob more 
experioned of theso woods and how wo can handle them, Iam nob propared to order for 

[p or to encourage the iden that worwill dogo, T foul muro at theme time that there 
ig an opening, and if the Mysore people xoally wart to open up the market, they might 
open small depots at the various ports of the Gulf which seem to promiso well and 
include Bagdad. ‘They would then bo ablo to supply. hose dopots with wood ay the 
‘most favourable seasons forsame to be wold in. the beat Tauggasted somo 


“T have all along fully realised the great importance of securing for this Government: 
(eit te ampesiteable from: cock laratiga ‘oll obectages 83) then oe sams the 
1684) 
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Aiatiiots of South-West India, a business worth somo 68,000L stnnally, and which finds 
‘an outlet for some 70,000 enbic feat of timber, which is worthless for other purposes. 


Isnt of Wood: 





1911-12, 1012-18, 
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Enolosure 3 in No, 50, 
Captain Birdioood to Government of India. 


Buahire, Pobruary 11, 1914, 
IN continuation of Mr, Lorimer's letter’dated the 17th January, 1914, T bave the 
honous to forward, for the informntion of the Goverhmentof India, a copy of w despatch 
which Mv, Lorimer addressed to Hin Majesty's Principal Seccotary of State for Foreign 
‘Adits, in regard to\German setivity on the Karin and in Arabistan, 


Enclosure 4 in No. 50, 
Conmul-General Lorimer to Sir Hdward Grey. 


Ed tai Ce 
THAVI the honour to enclose « copy. of a momorandum by Mr. HG. Chick, 
commercial adviser to the Resident in: ihe Feuen ‘Gulf, on German activity on the Karun 
and in Arabistan. 4 Hl : ¥ 

8, The hots which it brings to notice are of great interest and importanoe, especially 
at a time when the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam’ Navigation Company have many 
difficulties and uncertainties to contend with, and when the recent loss of their most 
influential ditiotor may have temporarily. paralysed initiative on their part. 4 

8. Tho arrongement imder which the Hamburg-Ametike Linie will henceforth, in 
the absence of special instructions to the contrary, tranaferall cargo brought out by them 
for the Karun to the Gorin siver lino ostablished by Messrs. Wnckhas in preference 
to,tho Betis Buphtatas and. Tigris Steans Navigation Company may as Me, Chik 
points out, have far-reaching effecte, Tt emphasises the necessity that all British firms. 
purchusing goods on the continent far export to Kurun ports should be induced to ship 


63 


‘them by a British Tine whieh would give the preférents to British company in the 
matter of onward transport from Mohammerah, and not by the Hambur; erika, 
_,__4. Tt is muoh to be hoped that the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navization Company, 
if not too greatly hampered at the moment: by internal dificultigs, may bs persuaded to 
modernise and improve their Karun servies without delay, or otherwise that séme new 
British company will step into the breach and undertakes the taskafoombatiny the German 
‘enterprise, 

Soon us the stiitistios required have been collected, I hope to be able to submit 
Ae Chie roport on German. trade and shipping in the Perstan Gull for the period 

jotober 1912-18, 


A’copy of this despateh has beon sent. to ths Government of India, 


Enclosure 5 in No, 50, 


Memorandum on Gorman Activity on the Karun and Avabistan, 


Development of Messrs. Ry Wonekhaue and Co.'« Businosy. 


HERR, ZINNOW, juni, arrived ap Basra ap thn endof 1918. Ho ia desoribed aa a 
moneyed " commudditsire” partner in Messts, E, Wénckhaus and’ Co,, and ix no douby 
tho person mentioned in the ConGidential leutor from the Commerctal Tntelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade of the 22nd July, 1919, 


“Traun, Sturcken and Co, have a capital of some 2,000,000 M., and a Mr, Zillow 
4? as nephew of Mr, Alfred Bett, isa “commanditaire” partner in the firm for 
500,000 MI.” 


Sir W. Wardnotified the Foreign Offi in/April1018 that a diveotor of the Flumburye- 
Amerika Linio was proceeding: to the Gulf) in order to: study the posal for the 
dovelopment for his company.» Tt does not appear whether Horr Zinnow tia diwstor of 
the German line, and, if 80, the direstor referred to, 

Horr Zinnow visited Mohaminerah, and: then proceeded to Ahwa#, whiero ho xpent 
some days, being engaged with Mr, Randall, Meas, Wanolause gent in Mohasnmeta, 
in trying to arrange for the leaso of « wharf. According to repotis from Molnmiienib, he 
was duo to zo on from Ahvas to Shuster ‘on a tour of iuspoction,” und it is ntated on 
good authority that Mekans, Wonckhaus and Co. itond to open agencien at both Blister 
and Disful, Tu July i Persian named Agha Mohammad Biqit was uppointed agent for 
Messrs, Wonckhnusa steamers (tee uote below!) at Ahwaz A. ormeu, sodatant 
Jha been placed nnder Mr, Randall at Mohammarah, Thus the firm would uppoan to 

Ave 1— 
At Mohambiorah : two Buropoans. 
At Alias» offies with Paraian ayent, 
‘At Shushter aud Dizfuls prospective ngensies, 


(Js 047 be sumatied it this connection that Masia Lynoli keep x Persian ab 
Dizful, nu Indian at Shushter, as ayents ou about 7U, pox mensom, but do very little | 
business, as they are too understated nt Ahwas to give sérious attention to out-olfioan ) 


Gorman Steamer Graft on the Karun, 


Tho twin-corew steamtug “Pionier” was brought out to Basra by Maseny 
R, Wonckhaus as agents of the Hamburg-Amerika Linie early iu 1918) and commenced 
runing, between ‘Mohnainerah ‘and. Alas (Nasiri) on the 19th July, 1b will be 
remembered that, according to despatch No. 2, Commercial, of the2nd February, 1913, 
from His Majesty's consul at Basra to Sir Edward Gray, this vestol was eo tayy bargos 
of special fori for lightering the vessels of the Hamburg-Ametika Company fron and 
to the bar of the Shatt-al-Armb, 

Tis draft was reported too great forthe Karun, and the “Samara,” Senple-saew tug, 
was introduced, bat towards the end of, 1012 both the’ “Samura” aud the “Pionier”” 
were. working frequently. 

Botwoen the 15th July and the 81st Dicamber, 1918, twelve journeys were ninde 

* The partasrehip between, Tru, Stracken, aud Ou. awit Horr WoackdAus wan dterweard.uiebolyed 


sud carried uv by Herr Wonekhass) ay volo partaor, but ft was:reportad that Mey Otto Belt had agrosd to 
ead tho firm 50,0001 for ten to twelve years. : 
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Dy these two yeseéla botwoen Mohammernh and Abwar, Barges have been utilised 
edition by the German frm, exch steam-tug towing tio barges in nine cases out 0 
twelve, he tonnage of these vessels is given by His Majesty's consul at Mohammerah 
as follows 


Steamship Pionior 
ia (aos 0 
ive bargen += si 
june al Se mee i 
Tamation as 9 the tonnage of cargo aotually earisd from Mohammerah to 
‘Abwaa in there Gerwan vessels ig not yet to band, but the return cargo from Ahwaz 


to Mohammeral is. known to have sealed 458 tons (during the last quarter of 1913, 
204 tous, whereas Mosers, Lynch's vessel, “ Malamir,” had carried 595 tonsin the same 


Wenekhaus and Co, began by. cutting the prices cherged by Messrs, Lynch 
‘wout from wharf to wharf at. Mohammerah collesting cargo, 
fire for small lightors. ‘Through cargo was also reported to 


Regu 
that the 
aiount.of freight, ‘Their agent is a 
to bo running the “Samara” at a 
(Messrs. 


Louses of Wharves by Messrs. Winekhaus at Mohaminwrah and Aluwas. 


Mesars Wénckaus und Co, obtained from the Sheikh of Mohammerah in 1909 the 
Joasé of, a site on the banks of the Karun on the strict terms current: in Arabistan, for 
‘period of eight years only, Major Haworth reported. in September 1919 that the 
Gorman firm wore about to approach the Sheikh with reference to a ten years Tease of 
the wharf, and intended ty erect buildings thereon. 

His, Majesty's Minister at Tehran telegraphed on the 19th October that Muin-ut- 
‘Tjjue had abovwn bica a talegrain which Mesara, Wonckhans had went to bin, desiring 
the louse obo wharf av Abwas,  Muin-ut-Tujjor agreed to instruct his agent, to consult 
His Majesty's vice-consul ab Ahwaz, undjto act in secordance with ‘advice in the 
matter wad to conclude no lease that had not been npprovad by Mnin-ut.Tujjar bim- 
self, Major Haworth ‘Papen saw the ‘Sheikh of Mohammorah and obtained a 

navantes that no other wharf would be leased to Messrs, Wonckhansand Co, Later the 
Tinin’s oxent; foaring that the Persian customs would. lease part of their wharf te 
Messrs, Wenekhaus, got nervous and temporised with the Germans ; then, recovering: 
hin onrage, telegraphed 40 Muin-at-Tujjur in Tehran to refuse w lenge. | Muin-ut- 
Tujan, playing, his usual game, represented to fia Majesty's Minister (telegram No. 3 
of the 10th January, 1914, to AMobammergh) that thie Germans were. offering, him a 
fargo prieo, ond that their suspicions wore likely tobbs aroused by his dalfisnee, whilst he 
‘wae losing’ 7001.-900L. per anauin owing to his refusing such a Tease to the Germans 
Major Hayworth further apprehended that the Persian Government, if pressed by the: 
German Legation to fucilitate the lease/of a whark, might be able to force the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah to grant «lease, Up to the latest reports tho German firm had beew 
‘unable to lease a wharf at Ahwaz. 


Warehouse. 


‘According too telegram ftom His Majesty's Minister No 9, dated 10th January, 
101 the Goenaun had congladed « lease for a warshouso [? at Abwaz) 


Barges. 

Mojor Haworth telegraphed on the 14th January that Messrs. Wénckhaus and Co- 
had soe ‘an order ‘for thrée motor engines with the Torbinia Company at 
Ipswich. 

tes bres had bob azoad despatched (rom, Ravope) for erection hy the Anglo. 
Pessian Oi1 Company (Limited), and the engines will he fitted into the barges (in May 
1914, it is expected) by the company. 


6S 
The British Fiyina’ Position in' Avabistan, 

_ Messrs. Lynch Brofiers—The British company mosh concerned, and the only 
British shipping company working on the Karun, have an office at Mohammerah, where 
an ex-master of the “ Malamir” acts na their agent, and’ an office at Abwas with an 
Englishman in charge, As already stated above, their s0-callod '* agencies” at Shushter 
and Distal are ju the hands of an Indian and a Persian respectively, both poorly paid, 
‘and doing little business, partly for tho réason that the office in -Ahwag, is understaffid, 
and tnable to pay attention to business in those directions. 

Messrs. Lynch Brothers have the steamship “Mualamir” of 120 tons carrying 
capasty ox the Lower Kann seat and the “Shushan” of 25 tons capacity, which has 
lod tinder the Persian flag on. the Upper, Karun since 1890. Both of those vessels 
have been running more than twenty years, and ara out, of date, and, asulteady stated 
above, the working of the" Mulamir' earmob, be condueted with suffisiant economy to 
permit of rates of freight being much reduced to moet German competition, 

“naddition to their work as managing agents for thes stermers, and to the 
activity which they should display ss gener! imparting and exporting, merchants, jt 
will Ye rensouibered that Mesa. Lynelts office at Alvwas las hd to deal with, the 
forwarding of nearly half the morolinndise arriving at Ahwaz in transit for Ispahan, and 
te alc lagelyvéqpoasile for perfucting arrangements for traffic on-the AbWwar-Ispahin 
oa 


c 

Te may safely be said that Messrs, Lynch Brothers have, slgnally filled to tale 
advantage of te opportunities afforded thoin by this contbination of openings for 
promoting their own and British interosts In w position) whore Messrs. Wonskdinus 
would have winployed four or five Gorman waistante, Mesarp, Lynch bayo wndorstatfed 
their offices, aud been niggurdly in their eorta to develop ‘the business, Perdian 
merchants. dislike, their carole, imegula methods of running the “ Malamin” and 
“ Shushan," sa auch as His Majesty's representatives and European firms; while thelr 
mal-administration of the forwarding business from Ahyaz to Tspiban and the Bakbtiart 
oad has been so fhe a byword, that the taustor of Mosnra. Lynch's responsibilities to 
other hands, or the appointment of s Royal Engineer cicer bas been urged before nov 
on His Majesty's Government, 

With affais in such m condition no partial mensures by Meters. Lynch, such ag) Abe 
ieee recently given by their London office to keop their rates of height 5 per cont. 
fowor than those of the Germans, will onable their representatives it Arabistan to 
check German competition. ‘The death of, Mr, H. KB. Lynch has probably, dis. 
organised the firm still furéher, ‘The situation demands a thorough change of poliay—~ 
i lrg ‘iui se Arabitanleetr pil edo boise work, coupled wis wilngai to 


‘existance to His Majesty's Govemment in ehedking Gemnan ulterior motives jn 
Arabistan, 


develop their business and “has moriey—if Moser, ier firm ig to be of any 
5 


Mesars. Strick, Scott, and Go, (imiteil). 


and Ahwas for the Anglo-Porsion 
Btrick’s steamers, take, 
ter and, Diefuly and 

Dousine, 


anid with 


jar, are in ay 
disaeae 


Messrs, Gray, Mackenzie, and Go. 


“They are also powerfully supported, having behind them the British Indi Steua 
Navigation Company (Limited) and: Lord Tuobcape, but thy havo neve eyeloped the 
business of their agency at Mohammerah, and have no connection with Ahwae, As the 
Tending, steamer agents up the Shattel-Arab, their interests axe injurod by the 
Sneroschment of the Geran steamers on the carrying trade from Europa, Ahwae is 
Sonsidered a Persian Gulf port, and thers i no. spparent reason, why the British: Indin 
Steam Navigation Company should not extend their ramifications) up the) Karun, by. 
means of small river steamers, Inunches and banged At the samo time they need to be 

8 


[is84] 
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gplvanicd into moro activity as importers andl exporters of grin and produce om the 


Dangers arising out of German Competition, 


Up till the autumn of 1918 the British position of commercial predominance in 
‘Avabistan was exposed to the same dangers by the operations of the Hamburg-Amerikn 
Linie, and Messrs. Wonckbaus'and Company as other Persian and Arab poris in the 
Gul,’ But itis clear from all that has happened since Inst fuly that the German 

olitico-comuereial combination have focussed their chiof attention on Arabistan, and 
for British interesta the situation has euddenly becoine acute, Looking not very far 
ahead the following are the eventual resulta of the Gerinan attack and energy behind it, 
if no measures of resistance ure devised from the British side— 


1, Capture of nearly-all the Transport by Steamer between Mohammerah, 
Da ras, aod Shuster: 


(a): Dhviough Caryo from Burope to Alwas—The ciroular. (given in the last page 
of the Memosindum of Mr, Vice-Consul Kearney, of Antwerp) issueil by the agents of 
the Hamburg-Amerilka Linio at Antwerp in December 1918 (a aimilar statement would 
undoubtedly bo issued at Hamburg), runa, translated -— 


* Gentlemen, A 
“The Hamburg-Amerike Linie ask us to inform yon as follows :— 


* Re-foreandings from Molammierah to Alneas,—Up ta tho present these re forward 
ings have been made by the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, ‘The 
firm of Robert, Wénokhans and Co,, of Mohanimerah, his juat inaugurated a new 

i ee, by which it will necept goods under the samno vonditions ax the 
British line, Henceforth bills of lading and lading permite noust make mention of the 
company valected by the conaignor. Failing preciso indications in this rogard, the goods 
will be transhipped to Ahwaz by Wonokhaus's service,” 


transhipment to Shushter—and the “Samara” 
Shushiter.) ‘ 2 

(hs). Local Cargo from Mohammerah to Ahwaz, Shushiter, Disful.—-Owing to 
‘Mossts: Lynch's unpopularity and unbusineslike methods, and. to probable keen compe- 
tition in ratex by the Germans, the tendeney will be for consignses in Mohommerah of 

oods from Tudia erriving in British India Steam Navigation Company's vessols, or from 
Piglind io (Beltiah steamers, which aro resold for Ahwax Tepaibinn, or Lurlatan, 6 
favour Mesars, Winekhaus’s sorvieo, 

(c) Doibrncard Trangport from Ahwax to Mohanmerqh.—In the lust quarter of 
1919, Mesarg, Wonekhaus wore carrying one-third of all foods shipped, as againat two- 
thirds in Messrs, Lynch's vessels, Fox thego reasons and others everything at, present 
favours Measrs, Wonokhaus and Co, for reducing the Euphrates and Tigris river servies 
4o 0 very secondary position, 


2, Capture from Mesa. Lynch of much of their Forwarding Business from 
Abvas to Tapahan; 


‘The next step for Wonckhaus and Go, with sn office and Gernian agent at Ahwaz, 
would be, as ageata of tho Hamburg-Amerika Linie, to contract to forward sugar and 
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-othor merchandise from Alwaz to Ispahian, eo that exporters in continental Europe 
-and eonsignees in Ispahan, &e,, would be free of all trouble, 

Shippers and consiguees at presout yo langely to Messrs, Lynch Prothrs in Alvan 
for the forwanding of the goods, but simply becatise thero ia no other jioper forwarding 
agent in Ahyaz; and many whose goods suffer by long deleys, ‘partly. owing to 

fessra. Lynch's mismanagement, would no doubt be glad too to rival fit, 

‘Tess tivo factors would suffice to deprive Messrs, Lynch of a Inigo portion of their 
Present forwarding business; and oyen now, ay Captain Grey ataved in his telggram 
of the 8th November,  Tynoh has lest thamhalf of total goods passing over rend 

We may therefore be prepared to find the Germans actively intoreated in. tho 
fortunes of the Bakhtiari rod, and, owing'to the insufficiency of tiansport. animale: on 
the Bushire-Tspuhun road and consequent tendenoy of the imports to Tepahin tose the 
Bakhtin’ road almost entirely, they would have a great opportunity, for interesting 
themselves in trade between the Gulf and Ispahan. 


8. Expansion of Gorman Trade in Abwas, Dizful, and Shushter, and ‘Aoquinition 
of a definite Commercial Interest in Arabiatan Trade, 


Tf Wiinckhaus and Co, open agencies ab Dizful and Shushterns well as at Ahwaz 
‘their organiastion will be as complete.ax thit of Messrs, Lynch Brothers and better than 
that of any other British firm; while Messrs, Wonokhatis's methoda of business — 
lavish (as i well Known to the Board of Trade), adventurous, and keen—will plice 
them in a position to do-all the business thers is ta be obtained by n Buropean firm, at 
these places. At Dizfidl and Shushter there is probably not: room for two really eiiter 
prising firms, aud the firsp established and best supported will have the advantage, 

In the export of grain from Ahwaz and the Karun district to Mohammerab tho 
possession of their own Inunches and barges on the river will enable Messrs, Wonokhaus 
to pursue their paliey of ontbidding all other buyaneby obtaining rebates of freight. for 
themselves, and also to get fir larger quantities down to Mohammorah than 1m past 
years, while the higher rates qaoted for the Euphrates and ‘Vigris Company's steamer, 
‘will not permit other British es to compate, ‘The Germans have shows o disposition 
at Bushiro to extend this method of hang Britiily competition in seeds and gums, 
sand other Persian exports, and they aro koat’buyars of eee 

Tf the summer of 1914 turns out well the British fitms will be placed inva disastrous 
position with regard to exports from up the Karan. 

Suggestions. His Majesty's conaul Tor Arabiatan puta the position quite dlewly tn 
his lotter of the Ist November, 1919 :— 


"One action to'stop German competition depends pon the politioil notion we. ano 
prepared to take at the present time rather {nn in comumereial stops, which eat bo but 
Supplementary to our geveral procédures, Lf the Gotmans are determined on coming, 
into ths Karun, no commercial measures, aa such, will stop thou. 1b is, thon, for ws to 
soe that our politioal mesmures should cithes make it dificnlt for the €o. expand in 
Arabistan, or make our position so strong tus to rendex thir expansion inmocuois, 

‘Those political messunss must bo talken before the Germauis aroin a strong enough 
Besition to ny sith any force that Ui commersial interstn arb wuliiontly gent to 

lomanid recoguition.” 


His Majesty's consul mentions temporary subsidies ‘to a British frm ‘ov British 
firms but, subject to tho opinion of His Majesty's representatives in Avabistan, who 
are better able than I to, judge us to their probable ellicionoy, the followiig, measure 
appear likely to check German commorcial activity in Arabistan, if, His Majesty's 
(Ga rerasien vonfve Hane Eis present state of affairs in Arabistan is unsatisfactory -— 


(a) ‘The adoption of the desiderata oxpreaved at the ond of the memorandum 
enclosed in Sin P. Cox's despatch No, 18, Conmersial, of the 21st Septomber, 1913, 

(0:) To moét the sugar trade now cared in German vossols from Antwerp itis 
essential that the British firms ordering sugar in England aud the sugar brokers, should 
be recommended through Government ot by au intermediary to insist on ull shipments 
on their aceount fiom Antwerp boing ears! by the now Hall Lino, of fu otbos- Bits 
youl, 

To mect the circular isued by the Humburg-Amerika Linte ay Antwerp (ena 
Hamburg), sll fims in Great Britain exporting to or trading with the Persian Gulf 
should bo warned of the nature of the cirvalar and ita object, and recommended to 
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stipulate (if their goods ever go hy Hamburg-Amerike vessele from Antwerp oF 
‘Harburg) for transhipment to the British Jine in the Karun. r 
¢.)‘The Euphrates and 'Tigris Steam Navigation Company now has, or will have 
shortly, it is understood, ee Sraeieiy oe a ‘ite directors, ae ‘oice on the board 
light malts the company willing to undertake the necessary action. Z 
ee Ta ang tate, Di soubor ah outined ase ates might be explained to 
Lord Inchcape, and fis be asked to interest himself in checking German shippmg 
competition in the Karun. cane me 
Tf he eould persunds the Ruphrates and ‘Tigris Steam Navigation Company to 
reorgunite their service thoroughly, the following changes scam uecesiary — 


(1,) ‘Two now vessels of smaller draught tu replace the “ Molamir” and constructed 
to work: as economically as the German vessels. : 

(2) A proper supply of barges (it appears that the Germans are ordering barges 
to ba alt piopalled), 

3.) Two Europeans in the company’s office at Mobammerab, two at Ahwaz. 
(shipinents to Shushter by steamship “Shushan” have also to. be looked after.) A 
sulliciont native staff wonld ulso be necessary, 

(4:) The company to give their staf? definite fnstructions to be os Keen as the 
Geant to removal former and presont gronuds of complaint bythe lod! population, 
and to competo in rates with the German veasels, 


If the Huphrites ‘and ‘Tigris Steam Navigation Company cannot be got to- 
tindertake the pos indicated, then an altern oursie would be for Lord Inchcape, 
‘as « diveotor of the British India Steam Navigation Company, to arrange for that 
company to extend its Gulf service to Aww by: provid as in AO} (2), (8), and (4), 
and to work specifically in competition with the Gormane, ‘The Huphrstes and Tigris 
Steam Navigation Fey, (Limited) aud the “ Malan could then be left to do 
Wwhatithoy could up the Karui, Om 

ale? the BH Vey Taio Sieeial AAA oa Conia (Limited), the Anglo. 
Persian Oil Company (Limited) and thet ids, Messra. F. C. Strick and Co. 

mited), shipowners, the Strick Line, might be id to fill the breach, 

(a) Stage of Firma, at Abieaz, Shuahter, and Disful—Mesera. Lynch Brothers 
might bo recommonded, if they wish to retain the forwarding business to. Ispaban, to 
have two Europeans always at Abwas (this would work in well with the Lupbrates: 
and ‘Tigris Steam Navigation Company's business) and one at Shushter, They tequiro 
to aim at better arrangements for forwarding to Ispahan, at active participation in the 
general commerce of Ahynz, Shushter, and neighbourhood, and particularly in the 
oxport of grain from Arabistan, f i 

In view of thy importance of Dizfil on wooount of the railway, Mousrs, Strick, 
Soott, sd Co, might permanently post an English agent there to) get @ firm hold of 
tho genoral trade of the town mid balea co Etat : 

(c.) Tho question of enabling British exporters up the Karan to compete in the 
purchaso of grain, if the Germans quote high prioos and make uso of abippiag rebates, 
will need techie if ne esreey ce Hale il pete cris likely. The only: 

ion appears to be a reduction of freight by the British vessel 
Aol ait G. CHICK, mercial Adviger to the 

Politi¢al Resident and His Majesty's 
Vice-Conaul, Buahire. 
January 31, 1914, 


Enclosure 6 in Noy 50, 


Captain Birdwood to Government of India. 


Bushive, February 22, 1914. 

IN continuation of my lotter dated the 11th instont, T have the honoit to forward, 
for the information of the Government of Indis, a copy of letter which has beon 
addressad to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf by Major L. B, Haworth, His 
Majesty's consul for Arabistan, Mohanuineral, on the subject of German wotivity on the 
Karun and in Arabistan. ie : 

Copies have nlso been forwarded to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign’ Affairs and’ to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 60: 
Major Haworth to Consul-Géneral Lorimer. 


Bushire, Februgry 12, 1014, 

1 HAYVE the honour to acknowledge. the receipt of your letter, dated the 
28rd December, 1913, forwarding me a copy of a letter, dated the 7th December, 191 
addressed by Sir Perey Cox to\the Oficiatin, Sebretary to the Government of India in 
the Foreign ‘Department, on tha subject of our intoresta in Arabistan, and inviting 
Government to consider whether some steps were not now: called for: with a view. to. 
making our prédominant position in the province mote definite aiid secure, 

Sir Perey Cox has, under six headings, dealt: with the various questions which. 
‘present themselves at this momont. 

Tn my present communication I propoxa :— 


(1.) "Po go further into the: subject of the Iatter parb of the: sixth headingy tay 
German activity on the Karun and in Arabistan, a question whioli has\beoome more 
critical in the last two months, 

__ _(2.) To,propose some steps which would appear noosssury iat the momenv to‘assint 
in the consolidation of cur position. 


2, Before going into the question. of Gorman activity, it.muy not be out of plioe 

(summarise some of the reasons why it is so important that Arahistan should continte 
undor our influence nd control, Sir Peroy. ‘Cox his’ pointed) out, in hia Iotter above 
Teferred to, that the tendency is for our commorcial interests to centre and. eousolidate 
in Arubistan, T have already, in the memorandum forwarded with tha above letter, 
and which should bew the date the 2nd Augnat, 1913, referred to the grain and cotton, 
possibilities of th country, Sir Paroy Cox in ik lottor stated's “Tnoidentally T thay 
tention thet Tam convinged that, apart from the political aspeoty the ‘subject, of 
irrigation is bound to come to the front bafire long as the natural result of the general 
conimervial development in Arabistan,"’ 

‘There is much food for thought in the above statement, Ab the present moment 
the grain crop uf the provinto is, except for cortiin limited diatricts, entirely dependent 
upon the rainfull, with the result that, while in.a good year the value of the ‘exports 
rina into several hundsod thousand pounds, ina bat weasou the crop. pructioally ory: 
suilices'to food the population of the country, 

‘A glanco:at the tap will show. that Arubiatan is, to. all intonts and! purposos,:a 
smaller Egypt, but watered by. seria of rivers in place of the oue Nile, 

Since the matter with which I am doaling is chiefly conneoted with our position on 
the Persian Gulf; T will in ‘this letter-refer-only ta the country under the jurisdiction of 
the Sheikh of Mohuminerah and which we cas), through him, control, 

Tn saying this I do not wish to minimise the importance to us commercially ‘of the 
country above, i, the country: around Shushter and! Dizful, to which ovcaiidual 
referouce rony be made, 

‘The railway which we Fr jose to huild in Arabistn has fooussed the: attention of 
other Powers on this. fertile ish with its valuable: oil produots, its annual crop. of 
dates, und its geeat posvibilitins for the growing of cotton and grain, hots is nothing 
to prevent the land being devaloped to the prosperous condition of Egypt. 

‘The Sheikh realises as well as anyone else that he is ‘ineapable of developing this 
country for himselfund, thongh he at present. turns to us, it is certain that, If we do 
not mark the possibilities and grasp tlie situation, other nations will ayail themselves 
of our missed opportunities, 

dn the memorandum above referred to so recently as the 2nd Avgust, wrote: 
“Up to the present interests in Arabiatan haya boon absotutely British, and’ the only, 
foreign fire, that of Messrs. Wonokhaus, has been of no importance, With the ‘opening 
up of the country, however, and the arrival of the railway, foreign firms will artive ih 
foroo'and complicate the situation.” While I wan writing Mesits, Wénokhaus wero. 
commencing their steamer vervice, and six months Inter we have. reached the phrase 
“ German competition on the Karan.” * 

8. Te is frequently dioulé to separate politics ond eoramareo in deternining the 
cause of our political actions sinos euch reaots:on thevother. In a eaae like the prenont, 
howover, it is essential that we should reach first cwuses, since it is upon fitst causes 
that we must base the line of action to be followed! 

More often, perhaps, in foreign ‘countries our political’ intervention follow’ on our 
‘commervial noveasitios; indeed, our very interest way be due to our commercial tinder 
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akings, In tho sonti-west of Persia, though Iarge commercial interests exist which 
‘react on the political situation, I think it will be admitted! as sn axiom. that it is 
Deoatise of the political importance to us OF Persia, situated as ib is'on the threshold of 
India, tht we attach so much importance to our commerce in that couutry; indeed, 
omnivores is the outward aiid visible eign of our inward and political state. 

Tn India, German competition, though pethapa it may excite our interest 
‘conmexeially, is not. question of the first importance, because our political condition is 
stable in Persia, on the cther hand, the position is different and German competition 
is feared, not on commercial but on political grounds, since * too ‘extended eommercial 
aotivity in Arabistan would produce the ground for a political interest whieh does not 
otherwise exist, and which we have no desire to see arising anywhere on the shores of 
the Porsian Gulf, of which Arabistan is the frontier post in Persia. 

Tn 1903 Lord Lansdowne made a declaration of policy and announced the principle 
which has formed the basis of onr notion since that date. 

Our predominant, position in these waters, combined with a recognition of the 
above announced principle aud'the reasons which led up to if have. been the origin 
and) cause of constant diplomatic representation in connection with the Bagdad 
Railway and have influenced the determination of the details of the recent Turkish 
Convention, 

Up to date our position has been unchallenged, aud T presume that, with the 
situation as at prosont existing, we should have no difficulty in inducing the Gerinans 
to admit our political position in Arabistan. 

Should, hagevenn wo ullow German commercial interests. to grow, and should 
Germany obtain o large commercial holding on the Karan snd, in Arabiston, ahe would 
‘ye in, position to state that her large interests demanded political recognition. 

Should wo supinely nllow these interests to increase ‘and to.dsoumplate we shall 
very soon find it difficult to maintain the Paceaty we now hold, and we shall haye 
allowed the outer line of our outworks of defence to be sapped. 

T have in a previous despatch, dated 1st November, 1919, said that com: 
joreial medsures a8 such ednuot stop the Germans from advancing into Arabistan, 
i h to do so, By nssiating commercial measures, however, we can prevent 

Wg any great oominexcial gavantage, ond to do thia it is necessary that wo 
‘should deo that commercial firms work hand in hand with Government, but the main 
defences must be political, and if the assurances which we gave to the Sheikh are openly 
‘communicited to the Persians and the Russians we shall have taken the sting out of 
the Gerinan movement and sball have forestalled any political intentions which they 
may hays, Iu the meantime it will bo neveasaty to study the methods which can ‘be 
used toyprevent their commercial auccess. 

4. Trove far. then bave the Germans advanced, and what further steps do they 
appoat to be taking ? 

"the fim of Mesa, Winckhaus and Co, bave for somo: time past had w grain 
purchasing ageuoy at Molammerah, During the lant six months, however, they have 
‘shown much greater eigua of activi 

‘They havo placed a steamer with barges| pn the Karun, and have commenced a 
rogular service, their agent has hired a warchouss at Aba, and has been in treaty to 
hire a wharf; they have now definitely placed an order for motor barges for the Karun 
which will be ready for traftic. within the next few months, ‘Their agent has offered 
the Imperial Bank of Persia in Mobammerah to carry eg batweon Bushire and 
Mohammorah and Mvhammerah and Abwax at half the rates charged: by the British- 
Tadia or by Messrs, Lynch and Brothers, 

‘Horr “Zinnow, one of the. directors of the company, hins just been i 
meruh and Ahwaz. When ot the latter place he desired to visit Shushter on a trip, 50 
it was stated. 

‘Ho was unable to fill his intentions owing to want of transport, and lefe for 
Bagdad: Ho, js on his return from Bagdad ogain, going to Ahwaz with « view of 

noceoding to Shushter. ‘There is very little doubt that the firm intend to open at 
Rhushter and Dizful, and it appears possible that the very fine water power at Shushter 
‘has not escaped their attention, 

‘There 1d also m strongly supported rumour that they intend'to take up the question 
‘of transport on, the road between Ahwaz and Ispahan in opposition to Lynch. 
Yn thi connection I may state that the agent of Messrs, Wonckhaus remarked tomo 

that Messrs, Lynch were gradually losing all the traffic on that road. 

Te alll be son that Alesrs, Wonckbaus spear to be throwing a fairly extensive 
net over Arabistan. 


-degl with him for choice. 


a 


This firm are now the most important, company at Basta, they are the repre 
ond es We German Geese hat town, Which, is Bit Fyadibe hes 
fohammerah, and variona contracts in connection wi ilway are 
eee in connection with the Bagdad Railway are in 

‘Their extension into Arsbisten can only be viewed with great concer, and 
geil detrimental to our position in that Evia oe Te 

__ Toiths north the section of the railway, commonly called in Bagdad the German 
railway, will reach Khanikin, and must in dive onurss be extended into Parsity, 

‘German activity at Tehran during the past few years has been sufficiently marked, 
gad itis to be presumed that its lutest form, its appearanos in Atabistan, will have the 
support, ifit is nob the result, of German diplomacy: 

__ Tt is nob néosssary for me to go into detail: regarding our position with, the Shoeileh 
in Arsbistan, but 1 would remark that: this position could have been attained with 
difficulty had there been a strong foreign clement ‘represented perhaps by » consular 
poate! Re 

__ The arrival of the Germang at this momdht is very inopportiino, mt Teast anti 
political position is pluced ona Tirmer basis. ee bile 
_ 5, Lord Lansdowno, in his speech in 1908, in answering the noble lord who bad 
interrogated him, said: “T do not think that he suggests, or that we should suggest, 
tal these efforts should be direoted towards the exclusion of the legitimate trade of 
other 

Tate, howéver, such trade is admittedly to further political ends, n certain 

relaxation of tho principle, which is founded on our national ideas of fie trade, may be 
pouan Indeed, it may be usked whether by the term ‘legitimate trad," Lord 

inedowne did not confine himeelf to trade for ordinary eommercial purposes. 

While then IE wonld not: suggest that wa should take any stops to exclude foreign 
trade once ovr political position vas assured, it would be desirable that for the moment, 
-and pethaps for the next few yeurs, we should take: any measures in, our power to 
dstermine that German commerce does not assume undesirable proportions, 

‘To imagine Germans with a stroug position in the: proviney, and bargaining. with 
us over matters in the Gulf, is in itself sufficient: to make up realise that if is ngoossary 
for us to maintain our predominance and to ndmit, that m few, thousand) pounds spent, 
with that, object would fully compensate us from political point, of view, It vill uléo 

object to show that any such expenditure would he a very sound investment’ on. 
fy commercial grounds, 

6. ‘The first natural question to ask ig, why, with the position wo hold in Axabistan, 
and with firms already ostablished thore, in if necessary to suggest the «xpenditune of 
money in order to mest .coxnpetition from a, Gena tan who haye hitherto hid no 
footing on the river’? 

ince writing my original dinft I have tnd-tho advantage of « conversation, with 
‘Mr. Randall, who, though the agent of: the German fr, Hs Hoglishman, Es: has 
confirmed the ideas which I bad with reference to the eauses of tho suocdes which his 
company hes met with, and V will accordingly give the gist of his remarks, alliof which 
have ny completo ayresment. 

He first said thit it had been remarkably easy to enter the field against w firm of 
the nature of Messrs. Lynch, and added thu he had felt: no compunction in’ stepping in 
and tiling: business from them, they had lost's great part of their trade on the Ahywie— 
Ispahan road, and would in time lose their trade on. the Karin, for he felt convindod 
that, with his new motor barges against, their ancient steamship the " Malamir,” he 
would drive then off-ths river. 

He then referred to the fict that Mossrs, Lynich’s employés Ind no idea how to 
treat Persians with any deomoy, and were far too rough and abrupt with thom, with 
the result that tty refarted to do business with him where ib was possible, ‘They 60 
disliked the firm of Lynch that he had no need to underout thoir rates, and had only 
done 89 on one orcas 


‘Ho found that, Shuster and Dizfil merchants would always 


‘No confirm this, T nay give the example of the house in which Mesérs, Lynch's 
agent now lives ip Mohammerah. ‘The rental being asked’ for this house was, in my 
opinion, too high. T asked Haji Rais to be more. Feisonable, but’he refused to consider 
the question, Tthink it is the: only cocasion on which hho has failed to mest) me half 
way. He replied that in any: other matter he would do what Tasked him, bat that 
where the firm of Mesirs. Lynich were conoorned, he had seen too much of tho company 
to have any san of conciliation in matters dealing with them. 

‘Mr. Randall’s next contention was that British firma in Arabistan never took the 








trouble to mix with the natives of the country, and rémarked that ho frequently toole 
business out of their hands through his social intercourse with local merchants; he 
stated that he had nob came out to Parsia to bs a“‘burea sabih,” but to. make money, 
and consequently did not keep natives standing at the door till he wished to see them, 
He pointed out the fact that, of the British firms established in Mobammerah, there 
was hardly one peréon who could speak ton words of the language, and rio one who 
could follow an ordinary conversation which wont beyond the veriest platitudes. This 
ia true; with the exeeption of the manager of the bank, there is no Euglishman in 
Mohammerih, an employé of a British firm, who is capable of anything bub the mildest 
of conversations in either Persian or Arabic. 

‘To return to Messrs, Lynch Brothers, I have shown that the general reputation of 
ti han iy bat and tin worthy of moto that the woges they poy ary abott ball #hoeo 
paid by Messrs, Strick or Mosshs, Wonckhaus for similar work ‘Their agent. at Ahwax 
was rece! 280 rupees per tmensem, or 224/, per annum, for work for which 
Mesars, Strick and/Messrs, Wénokhaus pay 5002, and upwards, 

OF the four employés who have semed in Arabistan in my time, two have been 
cpalbiined cranlardg A winilar vemask: applien ta the Meropotanaina geil 

The above indictment is strong, but I think that from our point of view a still 
stronger oné remains. Messrs, Lynch always appear to regard His Majesty's Gover 
inont as 4 rival commoxcial firm from whom they should obtain aa much as possible, but. 
to whoin they should give as little information an they can. ‘They appear inespable, of 
working witha common object with Government, and 1 have never mot. an oficial with 
‘8 good word for:the company, 

sada thet is the fim. whish we are at present putting up vo meet the German 
adyanioo, 

Unless Messrs, Laynoh change their methods, which would also, with few exceptions, 
rieoessitate chauigingg thelr stall, thera is little hope of ny stiscoss in our ufforts, while a 
nowy staf? would mean mon who would require to learn the situation and tho country, and 
who would have lont too much ground and too much time at the start to be able to 
compote uatil the Gormians hael established themselves firmly. 

T would accordingly suggeat.that wo should transfer our support to another 
company, 

Tivo already Inboured the point that our objection to tho German. ndvance is 

litical in ity esddneo, 90 that, wero the event takings place in Peru, instead of in Persia, 
‘we should not bo greatly concorned with it : 

‘his being the cass, it ie evident that to suoceed in our object we must’ have a 

eoropiny which wll york band in hand with Tis Majesty's Government to w ominon 
ne 

GN There’ weo. tito Aiba Who, Gould be wed Mears. Gray, Masleensie, and Co, the 

agents of tho British-Indin Steam Navigation Compariy, and Messrs, Strick, Scott, 

aid Co,, the agente of the Anglo-Algerian Steamship Company and of the Anglo: 

Porsiay Oil Company, 

‘Tho fice thit Lord Incheape, of the British-India Steam Navigation Company, ig 
the now dirootor of Mosirs, Lynch Brothers, and will largely direat their policy, would 
soem to suggest thut the firm of Gray, Mackeniio, and Co, ts the best for the purpose, 

‘Shore Ary, however, tyro objections to this eompany. 

‘The Hawbirg-Ameriley, with Messrs, Wonckhatis, are now advertising through 
cargo, on one bill of lading, from Hamburg and Antwerp to Ahwaz 

It is vory unlikely that, the British-India will come into competition with the 
Hambarg-Anietika, firstly,,on account of their ngkeements, and, secoudly, on. account 
of the influence such competition would have on their trade elsewhers, whore their 
Actual profits are greator than in the Persian Gulf) A second objection is that, 
owing to the headquarters of Mossrs, Gray, Mackengie being in Basra, in Turkey, 
they have not the truditiou of working through. Goverament officers which provatle 
in Persia, Government control ia the most essential point tobe maintained. 

Messrs, Strick, Scott, anid Co, are’ accustomed to working in complete uniéon 
with the officers. of His Majesty's Government, indeod I may sey it is the tradition 
of'the firm. ‘Their connection with the Anglo-Persian Oil Company would enable them 
to purchase fuel at a cheaper rate than any competitor, German or British, 

A forther important. point ia that the Algerian Steamship Company (F. Strick 
and Co.) altesily runs to the Persian Gulf and thus the firm would be in 3 position 
to issue through bills. of Inding to Ahwae in the same manuer us the Ha 
Amerika\and Messrs. Woucklinis, an important point if we propose to compéte in t 
sugar trade, 
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7 would accordingly suggest their selection us the firm: to. be’ employed, i 
tie. most ftted fon the purpose. Tt in'toibe reniembored that our omen aes the 
matter has largely been roused by the fact that wae believe Messrs, Wonokdinus 
fad Co. are working with tho assistance of the German Goverument. Were the 
et king sions 98 a commercial company we ehould look upon thei with vory 
Herein Nes their danger, and to mest. the danger with similar 
the correct solution to the problem, It is then’ ae PBLnGaT A ORE Wek 
Will comply with outr requests, a company who will take up any definite busitioss Should 
‘We 80 desire it, and who will deal openly with us, s0 that we can bo nasured they are 
making-no business arrangements with the Germans for their own. interests, 
ne a ee a Wonk venture to submit, ony: one way of nequiring this control, only 
ray by whicli we is i 
oe yi by wie tae require a company to listen to our suggestions, and that 
«, ;, Lhe word’‘subsidy” is one which is nob very wecuptable to our fr ! 
{t's for the season thot T have Iai much trees ‘pon the fick that the Heaies 
ts via nthe Germans i poltieal, not eommerelal,commerge boing morely the weapon 
‘To grant. subsidy in thia'case in no betrayal’ of free trade prinofples, but ie to use 
Se mesiou wibioish to mest the pliial situation. Tt Se Ware tniaae 
liop® to prove that, like all sound oe, it shoul i ing it 
al eee ne sore Pak ound insurance, it should bear interest, making it 
__ Jt wis, presumably, with such an object that oun subsidy of 1,001. per annum 
Bivei to Messrs. Lyne’ Brothers for sovarun Sours for thle work Shanice 
payment which ceised only three years ayo. ‘Tha time hax now soie to tuiiew the. prine 
ciple, for to fail to do so would be to throw away the many thousand! pounda which wo 
rey isd just at the very: timo whiou wo hope to; secover tho valuo of the previous 
ri, 
Por Messrs, Strick, Scott, sand Co. to take up this work would 
they: must come inte competition with’ Meai, Lynch Brothers,” hie abou ty 
avoided. 
‘The solution would evidently: be fir’ Messrs, Striols, Scatty and Co, to 
Messrs, Lyseh oo the Karan and 1 om led to think that, if tho nt aeons 
‘approached on the subject by His Majesty's Goveeninont they would welcome the idin, 
With the reorganisation of Messrs. Lynoh tia would soem the moment for this to 


array, 
9. t iow come to the question of subsidy, Th i 1 
Bits omg. auetion oF wisi: The amount paid to Mes, Lynch 


The capital requtedl to placo new stosmors and barges on the ever eapablo of 


dealing with all the business coming forward would amoutitto- about 15,000 1,001 
Per unum would provide a ratarn of 6166 per cent, on a eapital outlay of 15,0002, and 
should able Ess company: o take all postle busines on thrives, ioluding: business 
which is very often Joft of nocount of the minall profiton tb, i 
Yolume ofthe trade duoe by-the Germans, bs eee recs ellie 
fn such matters tha attack has the advantage, from w politic point of views 

aettled firms will not take business which a ree anak ee Dieta will only ets 
glad fo handle. Indeed, it is this fact which has etiabiled the Gorman, company to attain 
8 quickly the position which it has acquired: 

wo years ago Mr. Knight, the manager of Mesure. Stiok, Scott, and Co's gonsral 
bragch at Mohmnmorah, suggested to his firm the business which the Germans ate now. 
doing, Though he waa convinced that: good profits could be mado, his firm would nob 
Accopt the idea, since the profits could not be proved in advance, and accordingly the 
Project was not tried. Moire, Wonekhnus, who did not demand proof tn advance ia 
‘hat appr to be an opening to ed nd sve aa tho apportusty. 

ere been any question of a subsidy at the timo, this eas wo 

have been left open for the Gorman advantes sf vere 

Had we the right to insist, which « subsidy would give ts, we should be able to 
dloniand that ths firm to whom we were paying Te aliould geo that ita mennlurn spoke 
tho language of the coimtry, or woquired it, We should be ublo to wuguost with greater 
foreo thin at present methods of astion which appear neoeasnay. 

Thope that I havo maite out my case for the nocesity of a eulaidy, which iyould 
appear to be required for but a fow years at most, 

10, The next point of importance is that’ we should attaok the enrgoes carried on 
Gorman ships. 
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‘This, is a subject which bua already been receiving attention at the Busbire 
Residency, and I need only touch on it in so far aa it affects Arabistan at the ‘present 
moment, 

Sugar is an important artiolo of this cargo. 

British sugar cin now, owing to representations whic have been made from the 
Residenoy, be obtained nt the samo rate as German sugar. 

‘There are, however, two reasons for which’ Gorman sugar is still being shipped. 
Otte is that the main supply is being, booked through middlemen in Bombay, notably 
Haji Sultan Ali Shustariund a Kazaruni, who order the German atticle ; a second is 
that when the sugar is placed on board in London does not sail direct for Persia’ but is 
carried to Glasgow and Manchester. where ships complete their cargo, thus a delay 
amounting, in some casds, tow fortnight or three weeks is entailed. Sugar placed on 
board at Hamburg or at Antwerp sails direct to the Gulf 

‘Those two points must bo mot. 

‘The main supply of British sugar despatched to the Gulf consists of Messrs, Tate's 
Britannia crystals, “Whe brokers in Bombay inust then. be approached to quote this 
sugar, and T have ahwady taken up this subject with reference to bookings to 
Mohammerali. 

What, would be still more satisfactory would be for Messrs. ‘Tato to allow the 
manager of: Messrs, Strick, Scott and Company to he their agents and so tc book orders 
on the spot, Mr. Knight hus nddressed Reheat Darton fo appronch Messrs, ‘Tate, 
and L truat some result will accrue, but if His Majesty's Government could explain to 
that: company their desire'ta soa the «ale of thelr sugar extended it would no doubt 
assist considerably in attaining the end desired. 

‘Tho further mention of Messrs. Strick, Seott and Company suggests a monopoly, 
but Chayo given my reasons for proferring this firm, and a monopoly, which we can 
caitrol, woul appent to be the mkt seentige method et meeting the aitution, If thisis 
eonsidered objectionable, however, it. would pechaps be possible to induce other local 
firma to get into immediate touch with the refiners, 

So far for actual commerce, 

‘ourite move of the Germans ia the establishment of achoola and hospitals 
to extend their influence, 
‘The vilne of education for the production of Anglophils or Gérmanophils ia self 
evident, 

‘Tho Sheilth of Mohammerah fas already placed the inanagement of the local school 
completly in my hands, aud it would he easy to make this school into first-class 
ingtitution, training the bidding merchants to be English-speakingy and to look to 
England for thelr supplies, while quitable clerks would be provided to fill the many 
offices which must spring up. Bogliah canbe made the commercial language of 
AArdbibtn, A'honpital is frwt-laatalrartsomont appealing toall and like’ s eatiol 
hw aleo the advantage of advancing the cause of humanity 

Withithe appointment of a consular singeon for Mohammerah I om putting up 
estimates aud proposile for w hospital, 

‘These’ two subjects will form the matter of separate communications, and Tonly 
mention tom brady inthis Tottor to exprem tho principle that to. attait ous end ee 
must he prepared tospens some money in the country. 

‘The money required annually for subsidy for the Kurun, for the school, and for the 
hospital would not represent mofo than the monthly expenditure of a rich ‘company on 
advertising, ‘The money we spend is supplied by: the tax-payers. 

Twould venture to state that considering the British Empire as « commercial 
concer, the amount disbursed in the few years during which our assistanos would be 
profitable or necessary should bring in to the tax-payora a return of very many times 
annually the total of'the expanditure we should thal, 

Mohanmerah is bound in timo to be the Karachi of Persia, ‘The waters of Arabistan 
will be stored and used, its rich fields vill be cultivated as ite oll fields are already being 
exploited. ‘The future of the phice is yreat, 

‘Already we have the ll of the Sheikh, and by carefull cultivating this and 

kKeoping th devolopment of the countey iu ourhands we eball bo ina position to s8e 
that tho first opportunity to exploit the produota and future markets af this rich country. 
alinll be reserved to our own people, al 80, by building up our commercial prosperity. 
we shall, by slreagthoning tie Sheikh, algg strengthet ths defeocey of the ontwerks GE 
oir Indian Empire, 
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Enclosure $'in No, 60, 
Captain Birdwood to Government of India, 


' Buse, Pe 
Office latter dated the I7th Fanuarg SUH Ghee 


.1914,T have. the 
rward, for the information of the’ Government of Thais 
Which have passed in regard to the desire of the Garmany FES eran 


———_—_____ 
Enolosure.4) in No. 60, 


Bir W, Townley to Major Haworth, 
Telegraphic.) P. " 
(Telogophi) Pent Toran, Pebruary 8, 1914, 


Some change in your attitud i ici 
tho Mase Coed tga tte oF that of tho wics-oonsl nome 49 be nokiiputed by 


tas. been refused by. hit im will result, as other may benoflt by doing what: 


nleoncaige att NEUF Pees T soll ho gli to now ifthe witnaion has 


—<——— 
Enclowuré 10 in No, 50. 
Major Haworth to Sir W, Torontey.. 


(Tolegraphic.) P. Phin 
ce et ee ae Molianmerah, Rebruary 4 1914, 
No chango hae taken plaoe ju the 


eutting in. Muin doea not appear to hav 


(Gitoation?) amd no suggestion of others 
the present, 


© given his’ agent instructions) to. delay for 


ise 


————————— 
Enclosure 1 in No, 60, 


Captain Birdwood to Governmant: of India, 


Bushire, March 1, 1914, 
1914, I have the honour to 


IN continuation of my lotter dated the 22n8 Februar 
forward, for the information of the Government of Indians fi Totton whi 
Toon, reesived from His Majesty's consul at, Mohammorie ur pact yuh tine 


rah, ih regard to German 
ee 


activity in Arabistan, 


Enclosure 12 in No. 50, 
Major Haworth to Consiil-General Lorimer. 


have the honour to forward herewith a 
tant, addressed by me to His Majeaty/a 


— 
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Enclosiito 13 in No. 50. 
Major Haworth to Sir W. Townley. 
(Deligraphic,) B. Mohammerah, February 19, 1914. 

A LTE aoferc to tis eabjent of Geranal menpautcons ttre ma copy of 
‘ letter, through the Residency at Bushiro, in which T have stated my ideas of what 
‘tops ate necessiry to moot the question. 

Tn this letter I have stated that T consider that it ia necessary on political grounds 
to renew the subsidy for the Karun and have given my reagons Tor regarding this as. 
liryent. I lave also given my reasons for stating thet the subsidy should be transferred 
to the ageuts of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, who, I suggest, should purchase 
Messrs. Lynch's interests in this province. 

Tn noting on the question T have drawn special attention to the point that. the 
danger isnot really a commercial but a polities! ono and that in consequence it is 
hecessary. that the Sompany who are fighting the Germaia should be under our control. 
he firm of Lynch is nob one upon whom reliance can be placed while even if’ the 
company should be reconstituted it will be too lato for our purpose to be served. 

T have further shown thay @ subsidy should bo a sound commercial investment 
on behalf of the tax-payers though political: jn its) object, ‘The total amount- so 
expended annually would not exceed that which a big company would expend on 
advortisements monthly. 





(17477) No, 51, 
Sir Bdveard Grey to Sir @. Buchanan. 
ise 192.) 


‘Polographites) Foreign Offies, April 23, 1914. 

SIR W, TOWNLEY'S telegram No, 112 of 21st April. 

Tt was understood that, if Major Sykes Joft Meshed, Prince Dabija would. bo 
rombvedl, and your Bxcelleney stiould inform M. Sazonof that wo cannot be responsible 
for harmony if he stays. It is, in my opinion, altogether wrong that he should still 
bo allowed to make trouble. 

(Repeated to ohiran, No. 79.) 





(16181) Nor 52. 


Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir G, Buchanan. 
(No, 154.) 
in, Foreign Office, April 23, 1014. 

I PRANSMIT to your Excolloncy horewith « eopy of a despatch from His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran," reporting an intorosting eonyersation with his Russian colleague 
ou the subject of the Porsian Cossack brigado nd the gendaemorie wuder Swedish 
officors, 

In viow of the desirability of arriving at nn eatly sottlement of the question, T havo 
to request that your Excellency will. discuss the subject with the Russian Minister for 
Foreign Atfairs, and furnish him with an explanation to the following effect -— 


His Majesty's Government regret, that they could not, under any circumstances, 
support repreventations of the Russian Government \at ‘Tehran in fayour of the 
mitintenaniee or inoreaso of tho Cossack brigade in its present organisation, which 
allows of the Russian officers refusing to recognise the authority of the Persian Minister 
of War over them, aud claiming that they are servants of the Emperor of Russia alone, 
‘and yeooguisy no Otiier authority, 

Tf, however, the brigade were completely reorganised, and if it were clearly laid 
do\yn that the Russian officers would obay the orders of the proper Porsion authorities, 
in exuctly tho sumo way-as the Swedish officers of the gendarmerie do, and if more. 
over, theiconditions of service aid pay of the Cossacks wore made such hs to permit of 
the force being freely omployed whersver required, His Majesty's Government would be 
willing to urge the Persian Government to accept’ the request of the Russian Govern- 


* No.2. 


1 


trout for an increase of the foree. ‘This would of course be ot the’ understand 
the reorganised brigade would gradually tke tho place of the Ruasion troops ota 
stationed in Persia. On the: other hand, His May could not agree 
that this extension of the Cossack brigade sliould ing 
the existing scone of tho duties of the gendarmerie t 

Majesty’s Government would not 
gendarmerie in the northern provi 


ve to be 
His Majesty's. (ean 
objections to the numbers 
require, in order thit the 


by say 
clude the 
but, on the 
8 should be 
oars, might 
the 
ty and of Russian interests 
:  Swodish officers to continue in 
sla (o perform its fonctions as at present, and 
Mlicers into a force 


Tam, &o, 
E, GREY, 





(18544) No. 53. 


Bir W, Townley to Sir Baioard Grey.— (Received Aprit 21.) 
te BE EY 
(Teleg lic.) Re 4 < Tekvan, April 27, 1914, 
“SITUATION Boshire-Shiroy tnd ‘oy fo deteriorating lta connie 
Shin reports robbory of caravan boteen Kavarna and Doris ert laden 
carried off. Gendarmes pursued, but lost one killed and two wounded. Stronger forey 


then despatched in pursuit would hi 7 
then despatched in parsat woud appear to haw snlfred further Toss. of lite nd to 





(18549) No, 54. 


Neca08) Sir G. Buchanan to Sir ‘Edward’ Grey,—(Recvived April 27.) 
0, 1083 
Melegraphio) Ri: Sk. Povorsburgh, April 27, 1014, 
TAVE spoken to Miniator for Foreign Aaie, aad hare eee tinyeabshiey 
request, an aidesmémoire embodying your despatch No. 104, 
He promised to give it his ‘careful panne and 


i lerati iid that Russian Goyern= 
mont were contomplating a scheme for reorganination of Cossack brizado, which would, 
he trnsted, satisfy you and bo acceptable to Persian Government. He will appareaily 
raise no objections to continued employment. of Swedish gendarmerie in north, pro- 
Yided that they are not employed in distri whore: Russian troops are at protant 
station 





* Or Dita, 6 miles on tho Buabire side of Kurarun. 
{uses} 














78), 


119069) No. 58. 
Sir W. Townley to Sin Edioard Grey — (Received April 30.) 
(Telegeaphi 
epee) 


Teliran, April $0, 1914. 
telogrom No. 114 of 2¢th April, 

Tollowing teleiram has been received from British consul at Shiraz, 20th April:s— 
“Tatest reports from Kazerun are that getidarmes recovered all the trang; 
miles, but no merobandiso ; lost vight Killed ind! ten wounded. Losses of outlays 
ara believed 10 bo coisiderable. Caravan was travelling towards Shirax and qos 
robbed 1 farsakh on Dehitis side of Kazoran ; laden with piecs-goods; sugar, aundrie."” 


(No, 115.) 





(19112) : No. 50. 
fo 110) 
‘el pity 


Sir W. Pownley to Six Bdioard Grey.—(Recoived Aprit 30,) 
hia, Tehran, Aprit 30, 1914, 
HotASirpRan-KHOREMADAD Railway, 


Following from Gaptain Ranking, British yice-consul at Ahwaz :-— 


‘Tn view of political difficulties in Tmriston affecting: railway survoy party, amd 
as there is uo cettaiuty of ronte already: surveyed being the best or the only cue, I 
Propose proceeding on summer tour to Ispahan vid Diz River valley, which may prove 
to bo.a feasible alternative, A: rapid survey of this route would. bp of importance to 
the syndicate for technical reasons, and might be tho solution of present delay and 
difficulties. 

«Houte suggested, up to a point about ono stage north-east of Khoremabad, ia in 
Baklitiant territory, and T believe that Sardar Jang ia willing. and capatle of eoding a 
sual patty throng nfaly, 

“Strongly recommend above suggestion being made to railway syndicate in their 
own interoste, If they ugtes, thoy: must depnto Dr, Young and Mr. Douglas. to 
ecompany me, both being mdispensablo, on the journay, 

““If aoted on at nee, time otherwise spent rating here for further dovelopments 
‘would be usefully employed andi show of work would be maintained. 

‘It yow approve above rocommondation, will. you move Foreign Oftice for sanotion 
ancl iosue necessnry orlors telographically to enable mo to. concert plans with Jang 
Personally, who is leaving low country very shortly? Matter urgent.” 


Suggestion appears to offer a possible: satisfactory solution of a troubleéome 
question. Alignment, if proved feasible, would seem to have advantage of greater 
avourity and easier control through tha Bakhtiar, 





110283} No. 57. 
wat Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received May 1.) 
fo, 117. 
Cra XR, Tehran, May 1, 1014, 


{UNDERSTAND thai oll’ tho Ruagian troops have left Kaavin ‘with the 
exception of 200 men loft aa'a consular guard, i 





[19290] No. 58. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received May 1.) 


ie en ) 
‘olegraphic.) Tehran, May 1, 1914. 
MEY dospateh No, 96 of 11th April, 
Russian Minister told me yesterday that his Government had been considering 
giedom of situation here after’ coronation. He added that Porsian Minister at 
t: Petersburgh had exprossed opinion that Sasd-ed-Dowleh would be most suitable 
Person to form a Government, and that he had been instructed to ascertain my views. 
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if Heicomes into) offices, 
Such a man would, 
and DWas sure that we shi 
most difficnlt man to do business with. 

Russian Minister expressed his. concurrence in my oatimata, of Sand-edDowlalis 
character, and daked me to, Jelegraph to you what T had said, an, small attention would 
De paid fo what he said in 8k Potersburgh. Mo thon asked test Lhad wey cordstors 

To this question Taneywered that Thisd not yetanade upmy- mind, but thse T thought 
touch should depend on political tendency of Mdjliss to ho sleoted, and thet, we woe 
still afford to wait for a little, 





119383) No. 59. 
Major Knox to Sir Edward Gray. —(Réeoived May 2) 


No, 18. Confidential.) ? 
and Bushiro, April 11, 101, 
IN continuation of Ouptiin Birdivood!s despatsh of the Bist Pebyusey, 1914 T have 
the Honour: to forward copy of the letter which T have nddrossed to the Clovemsent Gt 
Tndia in regard to German competition ngainst British intereats in Arabitan, 
\Thave, &o, 


8. G. KNOX, 
——<—<—<—— 
Enclosure 1 in No, 69. 


Major Knox to Governmont of Vidia, 


: Bushiro, April 8, 1014, 
WITH reference to\Captain Birdwood's letter dated the 20nd Febraury, 191d, L 
havo the honour to forward, for the informintion of the Governmunt of India, 4 copy. of 
Gelurther letter, which hus boen addressed: tomo by "Major b, B. EL Hkwortty His 
Majesty's consul for Arabiston, in connection with German compatition against British 
interests in Arabistan, 

2 Major Haworth's prevont letter deala with the danger which may jell be 
‘anticipated under existing conditions of German intereits, by the menng afforded thom 
by their subsidies andl rebates, in monopolising. the purchase of Ardbistan grain {hid 
Summer, and thus greatly strengthening their position in the Sheikh of Mohemmerih's 
territories. 

All reports point to a bumper harvest. to be réaped in 4 month or two from now, 
and unless wo ean take steps to seoure for British buyers, je, those firma in Mohanmers), 
and Ahwaz buying for to the United Kingdom, rates of eight enabling thom to 
purohase at level prices with the Germans, the Germans will: be ablo:to ‘carry all before, 
them, 


3 Major Haworth views this progpoct with the more alii aa he considers that 
‘the arrival of the Germans in strongth will nob only adverscly affeot our position in 
Arnbistan, but, will also undermine the influence and authority of the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah, inasmuch aé it will be the policy of the Germans’ to rafer mattara of 
interest for rangement between their’ Idgation in Tehran nd the Porsian 
‘Government, 

4. Major Hayworth thorefore urges that, Hia Majesty's Governnient: should. titlow 
German tactics in regard to the support of purchase of grain by thee Bem and grant 
coufldentially as s teinporaty measiro, until our position iu Arabiitan is moro sure againut 

attack, a rebate off Ya. 62. per ton on grain Shipped by Betis merchante in 

British ships to the United Kingdom. ‘The oxpenditur involved by atch a nicasune, 

whiok in priotice would comme to mean thit British buyers sould oueahues as sitnilae 
rises to thos of their German rivals, confident that the rates of feight changed 

ritish lines would’ not bo against them, is estimated by Major Haworth at 6,000, 


Contents 
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qubboring that avery tou of grain comiug down. the: Karun were purelised by Britis: 
firms’; whereas in-actuel ftct the quantity purchased and expenss taveleed would be, 
far lesa, 

5. ‘The proposal that His Majesty's Government should make good any difference: 

od on geain shipped in British steamers from Arabistan aed 

Bushive md the freight, charged on the German vesséls has been ‘put forward more than 

i ton German trade issuing from this Residency. ‘The matter 
needs serious reconsideration thi simmer if further damage to our position is riot to be 
felt in this region, 

A-copy of this totter, has heen submitted to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Afinits and to His Majesty's Minister at'Tshrau. 

Thaye, &e. 
8. G. KNOX, 
Ofieiating Political Resident in the Persian Guaf, 


ee 


Enclosure 2 in No. 59. 


Major Haworth to Major Knox. 
(Confidential) 
i, Mohammerah, March 21, 1914, 

TN my Inttor dated the 12th February last T ventured to state shat appearod. 
tan to be the situation in regard to'the question of the German commercial. teenie 
of the Karun and Arabistan, and gave what seemed to be the most desirable abrategical 
stops to bo taken with a view to meoting the attack which had been made on our 
interests, 

Sinos tho'date of ‘that letter, in connection with Which this despatch should be 
read the season his advanced and with it the prospects of the ‘Brain season have 
become clear, 

have accordingly the honour to forward herewith some further remarks ‘upon the: 
aituntion, toxothor with suggestions which a pear the logical sequetios of the, position. 
‘Thery has beon prnctically'no oold weather this year antag frosts; thus the ctops are 


more advanced than is normal, and it is assured that the season, failing untoward 
avcident, will bo one of the Gace on record, More rain is: hardly necessary, but, 
il 


should wwe have another rain 
of 1911, 

joni is 4 questiow which has a, great beasiag on tho/one. ww are Alieusing, ninco 
papers year will wake tho Germans independent for the tioxt few yee, and 
Trill onablo chen o:carty forward a redorve which will render them iomend coal wee 
steps which wo tnay otlietwisu take against them. 

{n'nddition, they will be independont of outside cargoes, eines the. gratin which 
[cy Purchase vill givo them all that they raquite for thelr hteumer and. beriee once 
Korun, In the grain trade forcign firms, like the natives of the country, live on the 
fat yours whieh followthe lean, 

/ B00 season produces probably 50,000 tons of wheat. and) barley, ‘This amount 
fhaoh elared in the customs oving to thefksude which take place, bet itis potebte 
Hint this estinate does not exceed tho hotual produoe, 

All of this, or practically oll, bas to bu/carried down the Karun. 

the combined let of ships and baiges carry ubout 900 tous pax tei, Making an 
{Howe of ome 10,000 tous to be carried ju native boats] there remains some f0¢Dh 
fois for the steamers, At ono tip a week; which ia. aboub\the average run, it would 
take more than ton mouths of rogular sailings, with fll etaoes, to deal with the rene 
alone. Tn actual fact, the boats would be ran at-a profit with emalior cargoes, and the 

ain trafic would be wiffctont to indigo Momsra: Wondlchaub'to. keep ‘thet stonmek cg 
the river, 

A further point to be noted is the smuggling to which I made a passing reference, 
British firms have refused to take part in the wholesale defrauding of tee Orato 
mitch takes placa in grain exports frou Moliammerah, "The Germiate aro notoriously, 
ono of te woret offenders, and’ shipping, as. they #0 frequently do, in bulls ie ate 
mon diftcnlt to check them, 

‘The problems before us then are 

1. To take eteps to u¢e that: the Germans ars not able: to snuggle a they have 
feet doing in the post se what they guin in this manner onables thom succesfully 
to ofr greater prices for grain than can profitably bo offered by British limes 


I'the your, will exceed in prosperity. the bumper séason 
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foie fale messures by which they will be unable to purchase. oufficient grain te 
fill ‘their ‘steamers and so. make ‘their year loss to them and provent then canying 
forward reserves for fiture years, 


‘d_to' these checks being imposed, and I have 
Direotor of Customs with w view to having reyulations to this 


in Mobanmerah, and local firms 
isposal of this consulate, ao that I 
shall by able to iss at ports. 

We shall thi 
‘some assistance to the 
‘also agreed to send to 
ears, ae 

‘These tactical measures should bo useful, but the main fence cannot lie in focal 
measures, 

‘The main defoncd and altack must ut all times be strategical and not tactionl, f 

At tho Fisk of ropeating what was said in my previous loiter, Lwould wish to point 
tothe value of Arabistan to us politically and commerci Tie 

Unchecked the German will purohioos largely snd will build up « lange business as 
they have done it Basra, ‘They openly expreas their intentioa of pushing Wioin intorecte 
on the Karun and driving Measra, Lynch off the river: of 

Should we think the proseryation of our own interests Basel oe with an 
expenditure of some 4,000L, 6,000L, 6,000L, or aren 10,0002, capecinlly if we beliove 
that that money is laid to our future gain? ee a 

Wo are. giving: money in louns to Parwia for ter endasmeris in ardor to quit te 
country, Our object in:this ia to provent Parsia from disintegration, 

Our object in Arnbistan ig similar, < 

hs gover of the Sheikh ix one of our greatont assets, ‘Tho arrival of the Germans 
iivatrength will not only have an effect on our position, but it will grudually undermine 
the ‘power and position of the Sheikh, As it, has boen, and’ will bo, our policy to 
support tho Sheikh wheruver possible, ao it must and willbe the poliey of the Germans 
to refer all matters to Tehran, whenever it is possible to do #0, 

Our position on this qucstion lias already: boon the wibject of part of deapatah 
dated the 7th Deeamber lant froin Sit Peroy Cox to-the Goveroment of India, ih tho 
Foreign Department, and pon the decision of His Majesty's Govornment in this 
Fospoet must dopend very largely. the steps which wo are preparsd to tako, 

As a matter of continuity with our policy in the past it will not, however, be a 
great stroteb of imagination to consider that we do value our positiow hore at more\ than 
either 5,001. or 10,0001, - Chay : 

T have in'a previous communication euggested thnt this position ia worth more, 
‘and! vastly more, to the taxpayers of India or Groat Britein than the sums named, 
whether ds insurance or Talealnied a a commercial transaction in hard cash, 

The Germans are attacking the situation by moans of rebites of vome nature; 
The only reply possible is to resort to the ‘satne moans, as w temporary measure, 

Tes only in & year like the one now antivipnted that this reilly counts, and a 

stated, the Germans are Spending Jorg ly a ‘this season's profits to eatablich 
ly in Arabistuo, a statement which T make on the authority of the German 
ant: himself, 
bs Tt ig calculated that the Germans recoive a rebate of about 20. 6d, per ton of 
in shipped, z 
canes uno hesitation in saying that, for this year only, we mint offte, very 
confidentially, the same terms to our fims-where reing through British agente, 

‘The total sum involved, were British firms to suo in every ton which 
came down the Karun, would not excced 6,0001; in nctual fact the sum’ would 
necessarily be very much less, ' ‘ 

Tamas sista suggesting the above J am suggesting a mode of wetion vey 
foreign to our natures, but exceptional ciroumstances demand ‘exceptional Aner and, 

[1884] = 
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while speaking with all dae deference, I cannot express my opinion too strongly that, 
unless we take stops cf the kind, the German question in Arabistan will assume 
formidable dimensions which ian expenditure ofa few thousand pounds would inadequately 
express, 

pu ateramcy eee recnemeen tondenoy, of all officials is to exaggerate the 
importance of the interests to which they are attached; but having made dus 
allowance for this, it-appears to me that the interests. at: stake are worth many times 
the expenditure which | am asking may be undertaken. 

Tn conclusion, I would state that Lonly suggest that such steps should be taken 
‘until such time as we have consolidated our position in Arabistan and have rendered 
‘innocuous any commercial measures which the Germans may desire to take. Once 
‘our position is determined, commercial undertaking of the Germans, though not to be 
neglected, will have lost the great importance whieh they have assumed. 

Thave, &. 
L, HAWORTH, 
His Britannie Majesty's Consul for Arabistan 





[19384] No, 60. 
Major Knox to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 2.) 


(No. 14. Confidential.) 
Sis, . Bushire, April 11, 1014. 
WITH reference to Sir Perey Cox's despatch No, 13, dated: the 13th December, 
1912, Fhavo the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of the lesters which L 
Tava ddnioeed to: tha’ Gavemanient at Malaita igeara tose natin ion bg fila 
consular representatives and local Government officials of tho nids to navigation 
maintained by His Majesty's Goveramont inv the Persian Gulf, 
Thave, &o, 
SG, KNOX, Mojor, Officiating 
Political Resident in’ the’ Persian 
Gidf and: Hix Majosty's Acting 
Coneul-Conoral far Para, dc. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 60. 


Major Knox to Government of Indias 
{Cooaaneal) 
jin, Buahiro, April 11, 1914, 
T HAVE the honour to inyite a reference to, the correspondence ending with 
Sir Percy Cox's lotter duted the 17th July, 1913, in which was enclosed a copy of 
4 communication made to foreign consuls in regard fo ortain items of the lighting and 
buoying scheme. 
2, Bince'that dato the poheme hay moved forward nearly to completion, and at 
resent, thero only remain unestablished the two lights for the telegraph stations at 
Hiei es) weil Chaba he prswin Ga FINNS Wal on Government in the late 
..G. Lorimer’s lotter No, 201, dated the 24th January, 1914, and the lighthouse 
at Sheikh Shu‘atb, the question of which ia tindérstood fo ba in abeyance. 
Tattaoh for facility of reference a table Append A) showing all the items of 
lighting and buying now standing to our otedit in the Gulf, those which have been 
netiied to foreign consuls, and those which have not as yet been notified. 


8, Ib will be seen that no mention has bean made ol anys the aids to navigation 


éstublished at the entrance to the Shattel-Arab, It has heen thought that, in view 
of the negotiations in progress with the Tuskish, Government, it will probably be 
considered inconvenient to draw attention to these undertakings just yet. ‘The same 
inconvenience may perhaps attagh to the Kowsit aida to navigation, and Twould ask 
that the point may be considered. In caso, however, it should appear to Government 
‘that any advantage would be gained by publicly emphasising the yoey predoshiautly 
British character of the lighting and buoying arrangements of the Shatt-el-Arab, a 
list of the aids to navigation which Havana established there by the British 
Government is attached (Appendix (B) ) 


83 


4. The table of items mentioned aa “already notified” inv Append 
Sommuntatid at Bushive to the consular representatives oF Ruash pee ee 
Koray, Holland, and Turkey, all of whom acknowledged ite reosipt, and, fax hs te 
fuown here, no exception has been taken\to it, Copies were alao’ communicated te 
Peon. Cnosular representatives at Musca, Bunder Abbas, and Lingaly, and evoked 0 


Our position is 


attention to the steps contemplated 
ihe 13th Decomber, 1912, viz,, the 
atoms Department of the: establish- 
mont of uecbioyn xt Bushira and 
icon and the Resideny 

Tency the Viceroy’ telegram 

ia, and in. the latter's lettor 


W. Townley's telogram No, 171, dated the 
hout stating reasons, our action to the issue of a 


refrain from pointing out that, the notification of an almost 
ngements to foreign consuls, and a simultaneous notification of 
local Government and Customs ndministration, is aure to 
Support the unfavourable taferenes, that we are affuid of 
rament of the steps we haya been taking in other directions 

Thera seems to ho no Togical- ronson wh: ici i 
Govan ha wae rons Bnet” "0 SHB ew rf 1 th Poa 
Lighten owld these proposals meot with approval, T would aleo ask that, until the 
Fehting and buoying armogements in the Persian Gulf are handed over to the Director 
foyal indian Marine, ws they will be shortly, under the instructions conveyed in your 
fee lated the 10th June, 1918, I may be authorised to ise Notifications, as ‘may 
i time to time bo necdesary, ns rogurds all patty chatyges of position, eusualtios, 4c, 
fo freien conols and to the focal Government and Persian Customs, in the ame woy 

a he same character ns Ta tl i 

iui SRST pri issuo thom to the officers serving undor mo for the 

in thia connaction T would invite referenoy to my first assistants lotter, dated th 
22nd February, 1914, na setting forth an example of un tueliects tho inion we 
which under loss fortunate citoumnstanoea might afordan inconvonedt heals toler, 
foreign criticiam, possibly action. 
i oS {ll therfore be soar that Ure ndtiona for whieh the permission of Governmont 


__ (1.) To notify such nids to navigation ns may. have’ be iahiod 
toa ahaa previous notifeation to foreign eoamulas representatives es nee ee 


(2) To issue. a complote notification to thi 
Pare AS Er rey n @ local Government and Costonis 


(3.) To communicate marine intelligence in connostion with the lighting and 
buoying scheme to foreiga consular representatives and to the loeall Govettimont, ial 
Customs authorities in Persia. 


8 T have ventured to sond a copy of thin lotter to Hin Majisty’s Fore 
Thin Offices, aod to His Majesty's Miniter at Tubman, 0” MAy'* Foreign and 
_, 2: Should this letter bo printed, Teg that T may bo supple with fiton copies 


of it, 
T have, &e 
8. G. KNOX, Major, Officiating 
ene Resident in the Persian 
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APPENDIX (A), 


i intained by His Majesty's Government in the 
cee eee Ne aaa cut at GALS Oe 





i ig lar Not Notified to Foreign 
eo 





PanstAx Coase 
Bushire ++] Residency Rag-stalf hts, 


‘Outer anchorays gas-buoy 
Tnner anchorage gas-buoy 


alMarg beacon 
der Abbas, | Redeonlenl buoy...) Kiam gas-booy. 
Ranep Paps tneseratneey  aimnes Telegraph stain ght, 
jon. 


Basido 


Anau Coner; 
Baliein 


mane Starboard entrance, 
Teer ag 
Agency tgeatal ight 

Robbo Inland boaeon 
‘Aubal Tala Lenoou. 

Raal-Ardh beacon, 


land 
Henjama Toland 
Halal Tani. 











* howe werw notified, bat thelr positions hive nln bean changed. 


APPENDIX (B). 


f Aids to Navigation maintained by His Majesty’s Government at the ontmnce 
niacin cacteoy 
ingxy, buoy — Gassbaoy— 
oO Bas Onto Bar, 
Abctllah Bont, Lightehip— 


‘Kola Patoh, jee tat aliArabs 
Borge (Nun Bla 

7 Beacon — 
ee eas 


Enclosure 2 in No. 60. 


Major Knox to Government of India. 


responsible, and the notification of iaformation of interest to nayigation, such ax sunken 


wrecks, formation of shoals, approach of typhoons, &c,, regarding which His Majesty's 


a5 


tonsulay officers serving'in. the Gulf have occasionally 40 informa British ship, ing 
their vicinity. It appears to me that, as a matter of international comity, and on 
Fearne of the predominant character of British shipping in the Gulf, which’ puta 
British consula in'a more favourable position to receive information: of this character, 
Gur foreign collegues are, in courtesy, entitled to receive from us such information of 
this character as We issue to British shipping. 

But wheress information of ‘the first kind eliould, in my, opinion, be communtoated 
‘officially on account of our direct responsibility in the matter, it appenta to me desirable 
toemphasise the distinction Thave dmyn apove by the consul concerned sending to 
his. foreign colleague ‘informally, in case it may prove of interest,” & copy, of the 
notification that he is issuing. to Bi shipping firms ‘Nhe ovcasiona for euch 
communications are not frequent, would involve little extra Inbour, and would, I think, 
be precited, |The procedure is, howaver, at sny rata at Buchire, an innovation, 
and I hesitate to introduce it without knowing that my views, aT have given them 
above, aro approved by higher authority, 

Thave ventured to senda copy of this letter to His Majesty's Woreign and Tndin 
Offices, and to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 

Should this letter be printed, I beg that Laity tes Supplied with fifteen copies of it, 

have, do, 


. G. KNOX, Major, Ofioiatiny 
Political Resident tn the Porsian 
Gulf 
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(e599) No. 61. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdtoard Grey —(Received May 4,) 


No. 93. Confidlential,) 
it, Véhiran, April 11, 1914, 
T HAVE the’ honour to forward. to you herewith copy of an’ hi resting report 
fa, the Swedish gendarmerio and number of Russian, trodpa at Kanvin, wikioh bee 
been written by Major R. A. Stocl, military attaché at this logation, after a visit 
which he paid recently to Kazvin, 
Thay 


we, So, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosuré in No, 61, 
Report: by Major Steet, 


Visit to Kazvin, Mareh 114, 


in TH ITED Kosvin with Major Noten-Brandel of the gondarmorio fond iiartere 
tf Tehran on the 23rd March, “Wo speut, two days with Major Carllung, ‘sounmaandlings 
the th reginent Government gondarmerio at Kaavin: ln route te Karin eee 
Tehran, we took the opportanity of inspeoting: some of the. pondarmone posts! on the 
Toad. ‘The organisation of tho rond etvice ta ns follows + 


rainchdarncrie, Road Organisation—he- roada for which’ cash. regiment, is 
Toapaible are divided between companies, varying in. strength nccording 10 local, 
Teuuivements, Each compuny is commauded by a Persian captain, and is divided. nts 
section# as required, each section being’ under a’ guballem officer, Scotions in their 
tia alah smaller posts. ‘The strength at headquarters of company is genoa 
about forty moo, aetion teadguarters have about twelve to tweet a early 
Small posts consist in each case of threo dismounted and oue. mountad yendanne vate 
tngh Commissioned lfieer who is algo mounted, On the Tabran-Razyin, mad tho 


larger posts are about 15 miles ‘apart, while the smaller posts are at intervals of about 
7 of 8 miles, 


Z 
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snuch impressed by the’ alertness and responsibility of the young non-commissioned 
GHicers in akargo ot poste, especially ws very fow of these havo’ had the advantage of 
going through the special non-coinmissiouod officers class ns yet, ‘The Swedish officers 
Toy have failings, but they certainly have the knadk of instilling o sonss of discipline 
and esponsibility ito what might appear to be unpromising-matorisl. 

Tixisting carayanserais have been utilised aa posta. ‘Those on the ‘Tehran road 

are not us suitable as they might be, being. ‘in moat, cases, too large, dirty, and 
tumbledown. ‘Chia is probably owing to considerations of economy, money being spared 
on this road in order to allow of the construction of suitable posts in other losalities 
where defensive considerations rank first, Plans of auch posts are fo be seen at the 
headquarters of all regiments. The gendarmes are Le on’ the best of terms with 
the people, with whom thoy are undoubtedly popular, Inotived eoveral bandits usefully 
employed ona garden wh (oh the pasiaba ‘of ou sinall post was constructing. 
2, Headquirtore bth Regiment, Kazvin.—Major Carlberg, has built, (mostly ont 
of inaterial available ftom old buildings on the spot) a good. barrack, capable of 
‘codmmodating 80 to 100 men, a hospital, mess-room, and gymnasitim. ‘Those aro. all 
in the grounds of the former Governor's palace, which is in the centre’ of Kazyin city, 
‘and which bas « large and convenient gardon, the only open space in Kazvin. ‘The 
atables, which have beon adapted from those already existing, aro the best T have yob 
seon, and ean hold about, fifty horses, Major Corlberg himself lives in thi Governor's 
house, a high two-atoried oatagoual building, in which are also the offices of the 
regiment, &c. if : ae 

Major Thorell, the other Swedish officer with the Sth regiment, is at Wield at 
Huinadan, His conttact expires shortly, when he will be replaced by another officer 
frown Sweden. 

The Sth regiment numbers at present 600 men and 270 horses. The men are 
recruited from villages in the neighbourhood of Ka Of the above numbers there 
aro nt present about 60 men and 30 horses at regimental headquarters. ‘The recruits 
for tho regiment: have up to the present been trained by the Ist regiment in ‘Tehran, 
Major Carlborg will now, however, begin to train his own men, 

‘The organisation of the 5th regiment aud the roads ocoupiod by it at present are 
aa follows — 


1st Company. —‘Seetion mobile” and training establishment at Kagvin, (hie 
company will shortly take over the Enzoli road us far as and including 
Bokandi, aa well at its other duties.) . : 

2nd Company.—This company is at present on tho Enzoli road as. fir as Bokendi, 
‘When relieved-by the 1éb company, as above, it will in two or three monthe 
time take over tho road from Bokendi as far as and including Rustomabad, 

3rd Companiy.—In progeas of forination at Kazvin. Major Carlbersy hopes to place 
this company on the road from. Riistomabad, though Reshit to Kn 

Ath Indopendént Section. —In. socupation of the Kazyin—Toliran ond as far ns 
Rishi, 

5th Company.—In occupation of the Kazvin-Hamadan road as far as Aveh, 

Gib Company. —It is hoped that this empany will, in four or five months! time, 
ie Tae ip i None ous ex ab ne a Conca. arta bars as Gr 
joats on tho road to Ardabil, 

7th Company—In occupation of the Kazvin-Hamadan road from Aveh to Sarbek. 

8th Company —In occupation of the Kezvin-Hamadan rosd from Sarbek to 
Hamadan and villages round the latter pee, with fry men as a section 
mobile.” 


and 372 horses, and divides it 


‘The new budj contemplates total strength for the Sth regiment of 798 men 


into two battalions, with headquarters at Kazvin and 


Major Curlbetg himself administers cough-and-ready justice in cases which occur on the 
oats, Several prisonora wero working off sentences in the gendarmerie barracks and 
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evden, and! appeared fairly cheerfil! ‘The people evidently. weloome. peed; 
Fron what £ lsiow of Major Carlbeng, equitable Hettlenient SP elery ee =i 
8, The Russian Garrison in Kazvin,—I took the opportunity of my visit to Kagyin 
towworify, as far ns possible, our figures as Xegavda the Russian gatvieoa, The total st 
the middle of March, according to. or calculations based on tho ontries and exits 
revorded at Knzeli, was 2,826, Tam inclined to:balieve from what Mujor Catlborg and 
Mr, Goodwin of the Imperial Bank of Persia tell mo, aad ftom my own pemonal 
observation, that, these numbers|are exoassive, and that there are nob mora then aboub 
2,100 men in Kaavin at present, rode round the whole town, and camo to’ the 

-conalusion that there were the following Russian troops in the garrison -— 
absaetiirs is (This ty probaly tho 206th Tamaftok Neo 
rogimen! a Ww sm 
an Sil Gant MORAN Mens ee 

Ee rae r : 

a ida a Grobenski Cossack regiment of uix sotniay. i 960, 


-V tinttory (Ath battery 82nd Artillery of the XXVid Army Gorpi) +» 180) 
() Boginocrs— 
1 company (4th company 8rd Cxveasian Sapper battalion) te 100 


‘Total .. We ste gree eee AGG) 


Lsaw two or threo infantry men with “ 261" @hemalinski regiment, 66th Divisio 
rd Caucasian Army Corps), hut think they were are ondesliggs se 

The troops are quartered in: existing’ Persian houses and caravangeinis, whioh 
Yooksid abominably ditty. Tn fuet, the whole town in in wistate of Aleh which would 
ot be tolerated for a moment by « British foros of ocoupation,. ‘The only. approach 
to European loolding buildings is in the street which rune ‘ast ad west im. the 
oithcoast quarter of the town, and which i kuown as tho, Russian quarter, where 
thera, is a hospital, the offices of the 205th regiment, and some other low brick 
buildings, ‘The Sapper: company is in the contro of the town, south of tho condieietie 
Darraoks, the artillery aro in the inain eant and west otrest leading to the Tehran ate, 
while the six sotnids of Cossacks arg in five caravandemia round the outskirts of the 
town frum the south-east to tho north-west, where the Bngsli and Hamadan roads 
enter the city, ‘The officers, tnany of whom have their fiunilies with thom, live in 
exceedingly aquilid quarters in tho city, ‘Thr are tivo teases and an afficers’ club 
where they congregate in the evening, 

‘Thero are many Russion and Armenian shops, selling, for tho. moat part, liquors 
fad. see articles, I was informed that the civilian Rustinus wumbered upwards 
of 1,000, 

‘Aa to the question of withdrawal of tho Russinm’ troops, Major Carlborg, who ina 
constant visitor to the officers’ club, tells’ me that nothing definite ia known, At the 
end of December last the Russian officers hid roosived nows thit tho infiiry, artillery, 
And enginoors. were. oing for certain in two months, M. Kovostovelz, on hin way. 
through on tho 26th January, informed them that the withdniwal would take plage 
at the beginning of May, On 'the 20th March an ordor was received to the offeot thine 
tho troops should/bo held in readiness to go, Major Carlberg is personally of opinion 
that the evacuation will not be eutried out at present, 
sap Biot Serene ‘os inforaed at hy troop whieh, ee Run teseaty (about 

en with four guns), and eml at Enzeli, did not return to i 
eatin for Avda . pa ears 
_ Cai informed by Mr. Goodwin and alio by Major Garlberg that the too 
ahish kaye ber acsivag in Basra dusee Sweat wea eee TN 
Datches of thirty to cighty in peasant dress, aud only receive tise’ uniform aftr 
_ 4. Communication with Kazvin.—T establistied the most friendly relations with | 
Major Cactborg and aloo with Ade Goodwin, ‘Tho ater hes prosted te give us all 
information in bis power as tolevents in Kazvin, He informs me that the Imperial 
of Posie i doing a very, good business in Kavi. ‘Tho Rusian bale, as 
elsewhere, does not touch any exchange business, but Linuits ita operations to discount 
and loans, and is likely to find itself with much non-negotiable teal property on ita 
hands. The newly-orrived Russian consul, M, Brivino, was formerly st Bony and 


also Calcutta. 
RIGHARD A. STEEL, Major, 


Midit 
Tehran, March 31, 1914. ory Ateaaher 
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{19600} No. 62: 
Sir W: Townley to’ Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 


(No. 95, Very Confidential.) ae Apr 11, 101s 
i iron, April 11, 


ir, I 4 
‘HIE Riusian Minister told me\on the 24th March that le had received instructions: 

about « fortnight previously to/demand the dismissal of Ain-ed-Dowleb. He had not 

carried out these instructions, and had not 9 

Rosession of ay views upon the subject. 


ken to-me about it before sa he was in 
fo had replied, he said, that he could not 
lamand the dismissal of a powerful man who has a strong following throughout the 
country for no specific reasob, mre especially as tho Princo would certainly be support 
by the British Legation, — M, Korostoveta added thst presumably an exchange of views 
had taken place between St. Petersburgh and London, as one telegram apon, the subject 
from Connt Benckendorif had bean Bice to him, and he had then received instructions. 
not to press for the Prines’s dismissal for the present, 
Jewered that Chad heard nothing from you, Sir, upon the matter, but that T 
atill considered the Ain much the most capable statesman in Persia to-day, but. that: I 
wis quite ready to.change my mind about him if he could convince mé that he was 
Tarail to either Russian, British, or Persian interests, Could he, T insknd, produce 
more than the vague generalities, ingpired by calumniatory, that M. Sabline used to 
bring forward, each of which bore the special hall-mark of the Prince's particular foe 
who had circulated it? ‘Tho Prince, I continued, has many enemies, ‘both in and out of 
the Cabinet, ‘The bittercat and most dangerous I considered to be the Regent, whose 
feclingy towards the Ain atv inapired by jealousy, . His Highness hus planned to leave 
‘Porsin immodintoly after the coronation, ou the well thoughtnout plea ‘that for him to 
remain nftér the Shaki has been crowned would’ be to make » farce of His Majesty's 
fussumplion of the sovereignty, since everyone would soy that there lind been no ehange 
‘nd that the Shah yas il in the leading strings of the former Regent, But Nasser— 
ul-Mulk did not wish, all the samo, to. be cut off for ever from exercising’ the chief 
power in Persiq, His idea is, that’ on his retirement into private life, some weak person, 
should be found to take his place who is sure to make such a mess of affairs that he, 
Nasaor-ul-Mulle, will bo summoned back to power by public acclaim: salting: the only 
map who ean cope with the sittintion, Such a man for his purpose is Sipahdar, who 
wyould be sure to come to hopeless grief in a very short time, whereas wors Ain-ed~ 
Towleh to step into his shoes it would be s very, dierent. story, and the now Regent 
iiglit have to wait « long timo before tasting the sweets of office again. 
‘As for Ala-us-Suiltanch, I could never quite tmuke up my mind whether he was for 
6 against Ain-ed-Dowleh, tho Prusident of tha Connell thing aly very careful not- 
to commit himwelf but it-seemed probable that, he would ot, ba’ inemgolubly sorry’ to- 
seoin member of the Cabinet depart who put his chief so completely into the shade. 
OF coutse I added, Vossuk-ed-Dowloh and Kavam-us-Sultaneh are openly hostile to 
the old Princo, and it is the former and Saad-ed-Dowleh who have joisoned the mind 
of the Russian Voreign Office against Ai ‘Dowleh, through the Persian Minister in 
‘St. Potersburgh, who T understand to be on especially close terms with M. Klemm, 
‘The other intriguors, who each hud his little axe. to. grind, were not worthy of our 
notioe; bub it seemed to me @ pity, T'said, that the Russian Government had got so 
filse an impression of @ ian who was certainly nob more vyenal than other Cabinet 
‘Ministers who Saloy their full confidence, and who basa grasp of local conditions und 
of all the provinetl problems which no othor public man of my. acquaintance possesses. 
‘M. Koroatoyety:concurred, and said that my information a8 to the sources from. 
whence the hostility to Ain-ed-Dowleh emanates was quite correct. He added that he 
tould wot produce any apecific charge against the Prince beyond the fact that his 
colleagues found” him Aittoult to work with in the Cabinet, but be said that: there 
would be no use in writing to his Government in the sense of my observations for the 
yruseng, because they had made up theit minds, and any remarks he might inake would 
1 mado light-of by M, Klemm, who considers that he is much better informed about 
Porsiau affairs than the newly-arrived Minister at Tebrau. M. Korustovete then said 
that he had written to bis Government that all idea of Sand-ed-Dowleh should be pub 
out of their minds, sines he had satisfied himself of two things: one, that Saad has no 
following here, anil probably never will haye one; and two, that o great mistake has 
eon made if it is imagined that he would prove a subservient tool! ‘The allusion to 
Sand would séom to indicate that the Russian Roreign Office entertained the impossible 
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idea of him as a possible suotessor to. Ain-ed-Dow : ji 
in asta tein bad juge “tli pple mant Se 
llr gonversation upon the subject of Ain-od-Dowleh 
titer : Tae ake A eb holley in Che country, of St wee Sepeinee 
y 2 previous oosasions sine T ari 3 
og, [oF a ew daga aa tine. Linas away for one wosk, and Ging sun eel 
SP ukep arse eaentn Aa Dovel noma nth grad 
reason given in the later in whioh he tandered hia resignation te the Price weet 
ven in the 4 : ution to\the Prime Mini 
poate be as prevented by the Russian Legation fom uaa the Pine jaca 
Provinsial Governors, or from rvelling wuah Goveracr from theit posta when they hud 
Froved Wiemeelves unsvitable, 1 wi fully prepared (or what. Gapped during my 
toes, be Ne Jimt reynark mad to me by @ Persian travelling eompraion ta Wo 
alts lanes hale te Print blcnnast cone ee teed 
r i ee had held constant mectings whi ig 
lor to gel Him out during my absence Ln view of what Te Gh clear 
the B ion towards Ain-ed-Dowleh, I did wot consider that) i wot 
Judisious on my part. to, return) to ‘Tehran. Mb. G ha Pri Mines 
Judson on ay past to roku, ta . Mr. Garnett. aw the Prime Ministon 
he A iguation, and aeewngel with his High i 
Re Seer RAI i u anged with his Highness that, if would 
ot be accepted until my return, and wat] the views of His Majéalys Gavetaisent Wore 


«The morning after my return to'Tehran, namely 
ly,.on the 3rd of April, M, 
calle upon me, nul at once. yoluntoared that he ha falsisas oowwatel aauaeotettae 
ou the groviounateoons ut shat Mir Chanel eee tee spo one 
nts fternon, Mr. Churobill was 
he fie Aad Dowd the next mopsing on rey lela’ Me anne 
xpressod.n hope that I might deen it advisable to enoourage the Prince int 
hin eaigaotion, Tenia that fad ressived your authority tsuppore Acad 
Besa in ved! your authority’ to support Ain-eil-Dowvleb, 
Histo, ad Ue ews AMCaNG beceoual MOREE ee eee 
sid NMS Malle was oi his custom fu a dite, yery non-comnital fa wha he 
said t Mr. Choehil, but hie Highness forme! him fn. the strictest confdenes that 
the Roesian Minister had ihe privioun day vaud moat threatsning language. to, the 
Mibioter for Roroigu Athy upon tio subjeot of thy Ain!» roiaiving’in the Cabinet, 
aud ad roypented an official audioncs of hiwself im ordes to demand the Prisco 
teste : ee to. receive M: Konostovatz on the score that such a 
fomninuniostion should properly, be mano to the Prine Afnister, who, would ake it 
Knows Ae ia stale aa the Regent's explained to ms u romark-which my 
sian He ie in) the morning, and which had. struck 
on = at) peetlinr, riamely, that he bad asked to sce the Rogent, and’ hind beon 
Max, Churebill found Ain-ad-Dowleh very dtd ntain hia resignati 
be hi ‘refined fom akin afinite url he ‘tad haat anes ota age 
Govorument wished histo still continue in ofl, His Highness rypeovented that ne 
ee tal he daly potty intsgue of certain members of tha Caine, wish i 
4 f of prestige which was unfitting to in bia” 
Peels: prose: hime us al itor conbeue ogo i ta oneal ae 
hat he should do'so, Ms; Churchill ropliod th i 
to ay lost the suppoct of His Majesty's Gensrasent, and nt FOIA eae 
hgh onan of it as Lore, chat his Highies waa the bv. judi to wlisther 
sin im interest to continue to struggle agais ilo for 
opposed to han sh tent moment The Pence web Sainte at Panera 
ical Fito torolice now, athor tun Ws hate aa ination te eee 
litical, > ral fice too long, the. butt of all 
Political enemies, Although it appeared that the Pring Prt i 
he de no defisit statement iy that oatn to Ne, Chee hs wen ach ante 
Es i 9, unless it yas even more clear thas as nade bppatent. that he 
subsequently called’ upon my Russian cole i pee 
ently m wiguio and told Kim whit had 
Soereen Me. Churchill and tha’Aitod-Dowloh, fom whieh, Nexid; Testes Het the 
ie rol ao a ~ I took the occasion to again point out to M, Korostovate 
Eat i appeared 0 me ba poliey on the part of Rustin to deve out of ico wan of 
a an lity, ewjaying « great personal position in the country, with a large 
eee behind him, Sushi action would, T tinged, make him a poliisal 
i 2A 
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martyr and magnify him inte @ public idol, whereas Russia, had she not allowed herself’ 
+o be led astray by intrignars, might have made great use of a most capable statesman 
wo only reqnired'a little caroful handling’ to befmade amenable to all: legitimate 
Toostitiee, His Highness had taken office os a Russian nominee, and was genorally 
gonsideréd to’ be on’ univiendly terms with the British Legation, yet I tad never 
expovienced the sights difieulty in soouring bis assistance whenever {sould justifiably 
invoke it, M, Poklowsky had always told me, Tadded, that Ain-ed-Dowleh yas the 
otily raal statesman in Pérsia, and had asked me as a personal favour to make friends 
‘with him. I had done'so, and I had had good reason to thauk my Inte colleaze for 
putting mo in. touch with the one’ man who not only knows his Persia through and 
through, but is to-day probably the only man who dan make /his voice heard by the 
jnuny independent spirits who are still beyond the reach of more effective influences. 
‘Tb seomed'to me y thousand pities that Russia should set her face against this man for 
no teal reason that hie or tho lato Ohurgé d'Affuires could prodiiee. 
M. Korostovet replied that he had now ® genuine petsonal grievance against 
‘Ain-ed-Dowleh who wished to dismiss the Governors of Resht and Kazyin without 
ascertaining the views of the legation, when the Russian consuls at the two above 
mentioned places poke well of the work done by these two men. I laughed heartily 
‘as [replied that it really did savour of firce to sea Ain-ed-Dowleb sacrificed for two 
of tho most, notoriously thorough-paced blackguards in Persia. Whatever the rights 
or wronga of the case might be, the general public would say that the old Prince 
had bee dtivon out of ‘office by Russia and her faithful henchmen, and it seemed to- 
me's pity. in the interysts of us both that this should. be said. y= 5 
i celled upon Ain-ud-Dowleh the following diy and asked his Highness if he 
had inade- up his mind what to do, Before he replied I told him that he had not 
forlvited your esteem, Sir, atid that Thad boon authorised by you to support him if he 
Still wished to remain ivoffice, The Prince answered that he had decided 'to retire, 
‘hw considered thab the situation which had beon created for him in the Cabinet, 
and the evident hostility of the Russim Legation made it impossible for him to remain 
without losing the prestige of which ho might stand in need Inter ld he be 
called upon to play 6 part in the development of the future situatiol 
howe too roxy at present, expressed ty concurrence with these view 
thore was every reason to anticipate that Peraiy would requite the services 
ost, men, aiiong the foremost of whom I cowited bis Highness, ab-no distant date. 
Taal that T l6 justied in stating that T was confident tha be enuld rely upon the 
good offices of His Majesty's Governmont, should the, occasion avise. We did not 
Conceal froin each other that the anions moment to which we roferned will be after 
the young Shah's coronation, whon Peraia will be confronted by a most difficult problem 
which will form the subject of an aocompanying’ despatch. 
ousitk-ed-Dowleh, cams to goo mé on the morning of the 5h (Sunday) and 
tulked over the ‘dituation for o long time, explaining that hé and his brother had 
Aecided that it would be better that the latter should not accopt the post of Minister 
of the Interior, bosause it injght appear too mich. as if there was truth in the popular 
fallacy that they had intrigued to get rid of Ain-ed-Dowleh, in order that Kayam 
might step into his shoes, Furthermore, he would find the Prince, Sipakidar, and the 
Bakditiarisall arcayod against him, I replied that as, my: Russian colleague had told 
me that he had deemad 1b best to stand aloof, T also did nyt wish to express an opinion 
for or against his brother's acceptance of the post, if offered. Vossult av once 
excluimod that My Korustovets had so) little stood aloof that be had come to him on 
if Ain-ed-Dowleh was not dismissed, be 
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backed sceretly aud most discreetly by the Regent; to drive them to q head: The work: 
was chiefly done at St, Petersburgh, where no effort was spared to blacken tha Ain in 
the eyes of th Russian Foreign Office through the Persian Ministen in the Russian 
Baie ‘who, as baa been said above, is on pirtioularly close terma with M. Klemm, Tt 
is likely enough that Sasd-ed-Dowleh, who has an old: feud with the Prince, and who 
has eaeey to/6ee him come under the ban of the Russian Government, threw 
fuel on the fire from time'to time by means of the same agent whois a uear rolative of 
his, In the meantime, the orsdulity’of M. Subline was exploited here by skilful sub- 
orders, and there ia hut little doubt that at the present moment the chef authoritiea of 
the Russian Foreign Office genuinely belisve Ain-ed-Dowleh to be'e political criminal of 
the most dangerous type, who dreans-of nothing but tho damage he ean do to the 
Russian interests. His Highness was certainly corrupt in the past, and is not ashamed 
to.own that such was the caso, ‘The reputation has stuck to him, and it is generally 
believed that he still takes bribes. He himself denies this good-huniouredly, arid says 
that ibis no longer done to-day. Still, it is not unlikely that he may have occasionally 

en advaritege of his posion to make rooney improperly since hs tina’ een in hes, 
but Vossuk-ed-Dowleh aod his brother cannot throw stones at hint on. that account, 
As against the popular belief thit the Prinos takes bribes, 1 know that for w fiat that 
in the cass of Shaukst-ul-Mulk and the Goyernorship of Sistan’ and Kainat, which, 
according to Persian ideas, offered a fair field for squeeze, the Ain nevor let) drap 30 
inuich ag 4 hint that w littl money was expected to make the wheels go round. Lt iy 
tre that we had warned him when Shaukat and his cousin Hashmet-ul-Mulk wore 
summoned to Tehran that no money must be extorted from them, 

Tt was apparent wher Vossuk-od-Dowleh returned from Europe last. Novenibor 
that his Excellency had received most littoring asstirances of Russian good-will given 
to him in Paris by M. Saronof, and that he was smarting under the fact that he had. 
not received that warm weleome in London upon. which he hail counted, After he had 
recovered his ene and had understood that no intentional slight was intended 
in London, he himself told me that he should not have returned to Persia but for the 
assuraaces given to him By M, Sazonof, “none of which hind been fulfilled," he added. 
Tb was not long after Vossuk's return to Tehran that the Russian Government put 
forward a tentative proposal to the effect that Ali-es-Sultanch’s Cabinet had ceased to 
do useful work, and that it was time to replice it by one under Vossuk-od-Dowleh, 
‘That su; jion came to nought, ostensibly Weary the Foreign Minister had exproased 
his unwillingness to form'a Cabinet, but really beoause that presided over by “Alb-es- 
Sultanch geanted the doubling of the Cossok detachment at Tabriz, thus giving, 
promiss that they might still prove subservient, in meoting other wishes of the Russian 
Government. 

Tt was early clear that the new Russian Minister had ‘come with definite 
instructions to get rid of Ain-ed-Dowleb, as he let’ mo understand very soon after his 
arrival that the Government of St. Petersburgh was’ very hoatile to the Prince’a 
fina tng Fin aAloa) al MonGHW RE: thacerinaeal bese produce. no rengon for hia 


Government's attitude, He spoke in the same strain to, the Minister for Foreign 
iss who, when repeating MM, Korotovat remarke to mo, expressed ourptiy, 
ct fe 


which could only have fguoll, that the Russian Government bad formed such 
an unfkvourable opinion ofa man who hind formerly enjoyed their favour, Ax I hayo 
reported to you, Sir, above, M. Korostovetz has told mé that in view'of the attitude 
towards Ain-ed-Dowleh adopted by His Mujesty's Government) he had, wader 
instruction’ from St. Petersburgh, not pressod the mutter here; but, T bnve been. 
assured by the Minister for Foreign Affairs und by other members of thy Cabinot that he 
has never ceased to represent the desirability of his being induced to withdraw fiom 
the Cabinet. With such encouragement behind them, it is not to be wondered at that 
‘the Prince's enemies redoubled their efforts to bring about his downfall. 

Although it appeared to me to be in the best interests of tho Prinos himself that 
he should retit office ati the present moment, T cannot close this despatch without 
repeating that I still consider his Highness to be the most capable statesman in Pentia 
today, and that it is much tobe hoped that Russian opposition, which appears tomo 
+o be duo either to a misconception of Ain-ed-Dowleh's aime or to the slanders of his 
(raducers, will not provent his:services being utilised for his country, abs litor date, 
whan it is more than probable that the asaistanoe of a min of bis axperienos ind 
influence will be sorely wanted to enable the young Shah to weather the storms which 
threaten the early days of his rvign: 

Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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[19602] No, 63. 
Sir W. Lownley to Sir Bdward Grey. —(Reecived May 4.) 


hos 96; Confidential.) E 
ir, Tehran, April 11, 1914. 

‘THE. question of how to meot the situation with which Porsia will be confronted 
aflor the Coronation of the Shah on the 21st July next is now occupying the attention 
of all serious politicians, But little more than thre months separates us from the 
above-mentioned date, and the country finds itself with @ weak Cabinet composed of 
the dregs of that formed about fifteon months ago, when Ala-es-Sultaneh took office in 
succession to Samsam-cs-Sultanch, Bakhtiari. ‘Phere would appear to be but little 
chance that/a Medjliss can now be assembled before tlie date of the Coronation, and it 
is quite impossible to foretell what muy happen, unless the necossary precautionary 
measires are taken when u boy who is surromded ly a notoriously bad Court comes 
to the throne. [have constantly since his return from Europe impressed upon the 
Regent, the urgent neod for a reform of the Court, which is both corrupt and profligate, 
Dut his. Highness, although fully agreeing with me, has always found sone excuse for 
not taking the necessary steps to bring about the much-needed reform. 

here hayo been tong delays in the carrying out of the elections for the new 
Medjliss, which would be unaccountable bad one not yery goo reason to believe that 
xiond of ‘the porsons cbielly concerned in their termination really in their hearts desire 
to\seo the National Assembly called together—tho Ministers because thoy will. have 
to answer for their acts to the representatives of the people, and the Regent because 
ho hagialways been imbued with o fixed belief that the first act of the new Ohamber 
would be to postpono the date of the Coronation, remove him from his high office, and 
put someon olse in hia place, His animosity to’ Ain-ed-Doveloh has been inno small 
mensure dno to a determined belief that tho Prince was meditating some such schema, 
and yot the lato Ministor of tho Iiterior hins sliown himself culpably slack in hurrying 
ou tlie olections, Tho Regent haa always exprossed his opinion that the new Aesembly 
should meet just in tinte to réselve the Shah's Coronation oath, under the torms of 
tho’ Constitution, lost the members might te tempted to postpond the date of the 
Coronation, which his Highnoss has been most auxious from the first to fix in. the 
present yer, although tho Shot wll only bo 17 on in gomning birthday, instond of 18 
fia ja laid down in the: Constitition, the wording of which can only ba got over by 
juggling With it for tho sole purpose of allowing the Regent. fo shullle off tho 
responsibilities of his office, and retire to Europea your entli howould otherwise 
tbo able to.do, ; 

It is impossible to shake the Regent from his fixed determination that it would bo 
unseemly for him to remain in Porsia after the Shalt has ascended the throns, although 
fio is ready to recognise that tho situation in which the country: will find iteelf will ba 
@ most precarious one, Kor my part, T do uot think that from what wo baye seen of 
Nagsor-ul-Mulk as Regent matters would bo in any way mended if he, were to romain, 
Tidiscussed the futuro with his Highness at great longth to-day, and impressed upon 
him, the urgent necessity that thore is in my anind for @ Medjliss before the Coronation, 
Tehoved him tlint his ided of summoning the defunct body that died a semi-violent 
death moro than two yeaks ago would be but to rovive an inanimate co 
not leave a very savoury odour behind it for the mere purpose of- fulfilling the letter 
of the Constitution, aud that after it iad heen put back ia its coffin Persin would be 
loft with nothing to indicate, even vaguely, the wishes of the people as to whom the 
task of guiding the early footsteps of the young Sovereign, jwho has hud: practically no 
Political training. and vory little useful education, should bo ontrasted. This would 
not matter so:much, I said, if avy man stood out is the natural leador who would be 
agreeable to Persia and ta:the two neighbouring countries whom fate has so closely 
associated with the immediate dostinies of this country. No such man exists, and 
ye can only look to an animated Assembly to give us some idea of the statesman raost 
likely. to mest the requirements of the situation. 

‘Phe Rogent expressed his entire concurrence with the views that [had put before 
hhim, ‘tid assured mo that tho matter had received bis most earneat attention, and that 
stops hind already beon taken to hasten the elections in the provirices, so that it was 
now hoped that snllicient returns would’be known to enables quorum at least of the 
now Assembly ti meot by the date of the Coronation, If it was now too Inte. to- 
achieve the desired result, it would be necessary to have recourse to the calling 
together of the old Medjliss, but in that caso the meeting of tlie new Assembly would 
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of Nasr-edl-Din Shah, is © prominent leader ‘This would mean’a slipping back to the 
old order of things, which would be but the prelude to a fresh constitutional revolution 
nd all the disorders from which the country is only now very slowly emerging; tmloss 
qnorgotio atopa ato tiken before it is too Jato to éafegnard the situation by the creation 
of tho natural constitutional barriér, a) representative Assembly. ‘The Tehran 
alections hinve givan results which make it possible to hope that the whole country 
may ratini a Medjliss capable of doing good work. All the best elements among 
those sledted have decide to necept. the mandate, so that there is some ground for 
aivaiting with confidence the returns from the ‘provinces, but even were sanguine 
Hopes to be falsified, a Medjliss of any sort would be better than nothing with whieh 
to faco « threatening situation. 
Thave; &e. 


WALTER TOWNLEY 


{19602) No: 64 
Sir Ws Townley to Sir Exloard Grey.—(Received May 4.) 





(No, 97.) 
Pehran, April 14, 11a: 

LT HAVE tho honour to report. that Akbar Mirza, 4 son of the Zil-cs-Sultan, called 
vipon me ou his return to ‘Tehran from Ispalian, where he resides habitually, ‘The 
Prince told me thint the chief object of his visit to Tehran was to endeavour to completé 
the negotiations for tho concession connected with the Karkunan irrigation schem’ 
which formed: the subject of my despatch No, 40 of the 16th February Inst. He said 
that lie himself only proposéd to have a emiall moustary intertst iM the concern, which 
‘would of course greatly inoréase the value of the Zils properties near Tspabag, whilst 
donferring wt the same time great benelits upon the inhabitants of that city. Tho 
Riission Banke was, howwaver, very keon abont the afuit, which it) is apparently to 
finanve, LU, he added, His Majesty's Government had ahy reason to oppose tlie ides, 
ho would of course withdraw froth it entirely. Whilst greatly doubting the genuind= 
aieas Of his platonic assuraiides, Téaid that it did not appear to me that any Britioh 
interests would suffer, since it deemed that the proposed diversio# of the Waters would 
not aflect appréciably the yolumo of the LowerKariih. 1 ‘thad understood, however, 
that tho scheine waa likely to meet with stroug opposition froth the Bakhtin 
county tho source is situated, and who claim that nmeb of theit summer paiturage 18 
watered: from it. 

‘The Prinee replied that Mere is no! foundation: whatever for the Bakbtintt 
éontention, and tnt the granting of the voncodsion lies entirely with the Persian 
Governmont, to whom the headwaters belong. 

Lniontioned the inattor in the pontie of a subsequent visit that T was paying the 
President of tho Cowell and Minister of the Interior. Ala-es-Siltanel explained that 
the opposition of the Goverment to the scheme was due to the fact that the Russiin 
Bank is $0 closely connected with it, If the capital subscribed was bond fide Porsiah 
there would be no objection on their part, but they greatly dislike the overwhelming 
influoneé that the bank has acquired at Ispubnn by ite assumption of the administration 
‘Of tho Zil’s properties, and they ere not at all anxious to sée that influence further 
fnoreased. His Highness added that it waa the keen attention paid to such politicos 
financiul selienies by the Russian Bonk rather than to carryig ov ordinary banking 
‘business which caused people in Pérain to be x! jous of the Russign institution. 

‘After I had weittet the sbove, the Russian Ministat sought my support on behalf 
‘Of the ‘concession, Whioh he wild could’ only be séeured if ik was known that this 
Tegation was in favont of its being granted, M. Kordstovetz added that if His Majesty's 
Government entertained the Jeast objection to the proj ‘he would at once cease to 
give it his support. -L replied that, as far as T personally was concerned, I know of no 
objection, but I gaid that Timust ask your instructions, a8 T did not know whether the 
Tudinn Government saw anything objectionublé in the project, aid 1 talled my 
‘olleague's attention to the fret that I was aware that the Persian Government aré abt 
in favour of it, becalise of the preponderating influence of the Ruissiati Bank in 
Scheme, which’ sppedred to mie to hardly como within the eitegory of genuine bankin; 
‘iisindss. Moreover, I added, Thad reason to know that the Hakhtians were oj 
to & diversion of water Which they cluiiied intigates their summer pastures. 
M, Korostoveta sail thit he Would bring the manager of the Ispahin bratich vf the 
Russian Bank to call upon itie, aiid that he would be able to explant the project ti nis. 
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TL replied that I Fastenal id i ler 
at ae your fastrustiona by telegraph, v¢ Did in my telegram 
____ Mt Churchill subsequently had « conversation with Akbar Mi i 
in the conres of which, im anssfer to a question, the Prince a thatthe asian Ha 
GRE Danes Scopt Whe Dacictpationof Brisk capital in the enterpris a reazk 
2 y. It appears folie that there i ‘ 
sehome bua a great, Sil suacess, oven if the nectestyeapial is forteon na 
act which would mako it look as if thie bank must bo impelled by some politcal 
sive i il anol to snouts the coucesion, ae 
ve the hononr tc L rf 
aap by Bar fie Honour to enclose cony of report upon the achomo which was drawn 


lay atta ieee te ee tome ‘August,® and which was not forwarded 


Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





(29603) No. 65: 


Be) Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdicard Gréy—(Recetved Mal) 4,) 
ir, 


; ' ativan, Aprid 14, 191 
TAYE the: hono 4 Hint beled 
su PL RTANE Honour to eianit bool she ull mth tama a evita 


Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No; 65, 


Summary of Events in Persia for foun weeks ending Aprit 1914, 


Tehran, 


‘The Cabinet,—The Cabinet dissensions referred to in the eu 
Tust havo finally culainaed fy the deiait withtrawtl of Ainead Dovey tom the pom 


af Minister of the Therion, ‘This oootrred at, the end-of March ati i 

i : curred h whilst lis. Majesty 
Mia ton ou ‘Tho no Taian Minor bel to bn Aon AGheeL-DoGlEke 
downfall, ibed ina vopirate despatoh, ‘The Primo Mini eer 

in at pretent earying on the dutiow of Mater of tho Iptonon, nn See eultanel, 


Elections.—Though the Tehran eloctions were concluded 
the 10th 
fee have ab Me been taken for the proyineial elections fu eon think, the: 
are bey PAS Enea thie eee authorities On tho nubjeot ‘on th 
|. Owing to the dliy in coming toa datision, it ji 
quoram of the’ Mellen will be at ehtan by the Carenatol, a Gea gupaeee Zi 


«. HashmatulMik,On the occasion of the  Norous,” His Myj 
eee ‘willingness to allow the release of Hashiat-al-Mull, Ne subsegitontl 

called ut the legation and expressed his regret fox his past bainvlour aud undotoak ne 
id 


Maroh, no 


jesty’s Minister 


bs guided in the future enti ii i 's Lag i 
bs eas AG a picketed Aah Hat of His Majesty's Legation. The question 

Akbar. Mirza, “ Sarem-ed-Dowleh.”—Akbue Mi i 

: pre — iva, the Zil-s6-Sulton’ 

spereesiabre at Ispahan, has arrived at Tehran with M. yon Kava, digoanaee t 
fe een aa at Ispobau, to whom the Zil-es-Sultan's properties at Tapahan have 

a ent They contemplate a plan for the diversion into the Ispahan plain of 
some water at, preeit running into the Karun watershed. ‘The conossion to be 
e ened by Akbar Mirza, while most. of the capital will, understood, be supplivd 
by the Russian bank, and Russian engineers are to undertake the work. The matter 
is reosiving the attention of His Majesty's Minister. 

Persian New Year.—The usual coremonies’ we i 

Persian New, are observed on’ the oseasion of the 
i eoces seeks rode s ‘The Shah reccived the Diplomatic’ Body, and 


* Not prited: 
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Governorship of Kurdistan.—Serdar Moby, who played a prominent part in the 
revolutionary movement, has been appointed Governor of Kurdistan and hus left for 
his post, necompanied by some 200 Persian Cossacks under the command of a Russian 
officer, 
‘The: Regent. His Highness has declared his intention of leaving for Europe 
immodiately after the Coronation. 
G. P. CHURCHILL, 


Oriental Secretary. 


Tabriz. 


Shujaced-Dowleh bas tiseorted chat the Miran Rahim, instead of being exeonted, os 
reported in list month's summary, died « natural death, iu prison. ‘his is believed by 
he ono, and, on the contrary, there are rumours that the man was tortured. before 
death, A telegram from ‘Tabriz to the ‘Tehran press states that a notice has been 
amed by the Russian consul-goneral that Russian subjects and protested ean 
must, from the 21st March, their taxes into the Russian bank through the Russian 
donsilate, ‘Tho same ruling ‘plies to such Persian subjects as have leased. their 

roperty to Kiusian subjects, A. publie notification in the shore sons has been iaaved 
iy the Governor-General of Azer! n. ‘The Russian Minister states that instructions. 
ave beon conveyed to Shuja-ed-Dowleh to facilitate thé elvetions for the Medjliss. 


Roshi, 
Various *oports from Hig Majesty's vice-eonsul point to the ee by the 
Russian representatives of minor Minctions hitherto delegated to the Belgian officials: 
of the Gnance administration, and describe the eagerness with which certain cases 
contested with “Russian protected” pergona are taken up by the former. On the 
‘arrival of the ney Turkish, Ambassador, his Excellency Asim Bey, on the 11th March, 
the Governor of Gili and the acting karguzar went to Enzoli to meet him. Si 

Mangus, K.C,M.G., has renewed tho lease of his lands to a Turkish subject, and 
intonds leaving for Europe shortly, having, it is understood, declined the Ministry of 
Posts in Teliran, Enquiries made by the military attaché, Tehran, during a recent 
visit to Kasyin, and reports received from Enzeli, would point to there being not mors 
than about 1,260 Russian troops at Kasvin on the 16th April, Tt is understood that. 
4 proportion of the troops recently reported to have left Enzeli wers destined not for 
Rosai bub for Ardabil, 


Meshed. 


Nayar-od-Dowleh has beon confirmed in thy Goyarnorship of Khorassan forone year. 
ShoukabosSultanoh, who is well-disposod towards the British, hax been: appointed 
Governor of Kihaf, and is'to: undertake measures for the security of the border, whiok 
hina eon long uusottled, in conjumation with the Afghans ‘The restoration of the 
Pioture stolon fivm the shrine at the time of-the bombardment has: had an excellent 
EMfeol on, public feeling an regards Englad, ws although the name of the donor hes 
not hoon disclosed, it is) generally known that it was tecovered and restored: by an 
nglishman who is a friend of Persia, Whe occurrence has much annoyed the Russian 
cousul-genetal, who has endeavoured without success to establish the fact that, the 
picture was never atolen fiom the shring at all, and threatens an increase of Russian 
troops to deal with the “excitement” which the exhibition of the picture has caused. 
It is believed that the Russians are endeavouring to seoure the administrative separation 
of the distriats of Kuchan, Dasager, and. Kalat-i-Nadirin from Khorwssan as a: counter 
to the separation of Seistan and Kafnat, ‘Tho Russian bank, sitpported by the 
conaul-genoral, hays been endeavouring to obtain a transfer of the concession for the 
Meshed-Askabad rond from the Rais-ut-Tujar, who is heavily indebted to the Russian 
Yani, Complaints of the higirinadedaoe of tis Ravenuo gendarmerio continue to be 
received. : 


Tepahan. 
The Governor-General, Samsanves-Sultanch, having complained that the = 
: pee 


Genoral hud not paid his salary fur some monthy, representations were y 
His Majeaty’s Legation with the result that orders haye beon despatched to the finance 
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agent at Tepahan to sttle the Samaomealaime, Akbar Mi 
1s bien Uo Tetran and interviewed Mis Majesty Minter on the eatjese of th 
Hanh os wate, whichis bg paied bythe Rowl aak ab dant of 
artes, ‘ersian Government and the Bakhtiari still maintain thel 
strong opposition to theasheme. Major Folke of the Gaverainen shaeee 
in Ispaban, nl is oogaged in the prelininaties of raising the GUS Hagiacnt, wiih gat 
Ho for the road fom Passangan €) Yerdikhash, Rabbories era 
ther roads ars reported safe, he 
natn pt he apeitnen of M,C the 
ersinn empany, a8 German vice-constil, i 
gue tat hae ao. Geeman ts aati) ao scans ohne 
i Ths gundarmerie hap. had 
cogugenetis at Burj, ani are ongocod i eonaidatng We erties 
Eittnabsid and Hum on the Ott pry and auesociel eine sea woot 
: he p £ land sudcer in'kdl i 
including their chief; a noted eigans Dame bhoATee aS Loelenacion Secrest 
¢ gendarme Tost three killed’ in the ahr and Major Molar wan slightly wounded 


Yead. 


‘Taimus, 0 notorious’ highyeayuian, who was ¢ay 
\, tured by Say 
Governor-Gousral of Yead, aad taken. by ‘his to earch pice Ae 
eid to the Meshied road nd recommenced business) The caravan trafic continues 


satisfactory. ft ‘s 
ee, eee Tobberies are reported on the Yexd-Nain und Ardistan. rondis 


Shiraz. 


Conflicting. reports continued to be, received for oom ti 
i : some time aftr the ro 
Peers ri Wy : a geudarmerie ai to the situation ab that place. Sonic, wh weet 
obrioualy highly coloured, ncoused the goadarmesio of wholesale muNder and sybbery, 
And described their ditiplinw and orgautstion as being entitely at an end. ‘Pho truth 
appears to be that the mon were, aa, ander tho eixeumstances, more highly diasplined 
sua bette of ie one mug be ont of an fr a tins tad Tnnoee individu 
mmewhats ‘The gendarmerie forco has nat bean 
snough to ndortake any very active ropraa, Sree re cule ralate 
oe peed by small bauds of ontlawe, Soulat:ed-Dowloh has reiterated his promise 
of sasisting the Gorernmont forces ia thoir taal of restoring soeinity with the Kaabguin 
aud the last roports froin Cnlonel Uggs, dated the 118h April, point to an improvement 
io the tantion. Tho gundaries are reprted to bo behaving well td maintain 
good dissipline, and earavahs. ace said to be passing, tkeely on the Bushine eta 
200 gondarmes let Shiraz-on tho Gth April to xolievy similar number at Razor, ‘Tho 
jorepor Goverl bes appointed Mavher-ed-Dovleh Governor of Kasarnn, for which 
place he will leave shortly. Nazr-od-Diwait and othor outlays aru atill reported to be 
Pandang in the weighting mountains, Kavas-ulAfulk: wos ported to have loft 
fbr Sabol at the oud of Mareb, where ie wat expected by oud tig beet te 
ined opposition of the local forees and those from Darub and Sor-i:kub. 


Beistan, 


ported to bo naling considbrabla purohasea’ of co ASean 
i 


Bec if tak ik 
nis of Lutak have obéained 100 rifles in Mean. The outlaw Nawsbiewan 1h 
peciee left for Quetta to_make his peace with the British Govsraneat aa hig 
A aatsfuctony interview with Colonel Webb Waro at Mushki Chabon rote, ‘Khan 
Mahomed Hhan Chiat as returned fun Mela with forty rifles, and ha taken 
me pe ist, Hashmat-ul-Mulk, who has) been imprisoned for sotie time in 
ce ing his settlement; of British claiins; has been ad, but will be kept in 
“ for the present. A Persian, ‘Thtihaj-us-Sultan, succeeds M. Paquet as provincial 
controller of revenues, M. Paquot left Seistan for Meshed on the Tih March, 


Kerman 


A of forty gendarmes-under Captain de Mare, which lof 
Bunadoc Abide wid Bach the Ith Marchi hove dstived wi naxeinedect Rael 


1684) 20 
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‘The Baluch who were concerned in the recent raids have, it Srpeary: returned to their 
homes, Anothior rai is reported to be imminent, but will probably be delayed owing. 
to inter tribal Gghting over the spoils of the last adventure, ‘The Church Messe 
Socisty have established a school at Kerman, which has received a warm welcome from 
the better-slass inhabitants. 


Kermanshah. 


Tt is toported that Colonel Cuchakoff of the Cossack Brigade is en raute to 
Kermanshah with a detachment from Hamadan, ‘The Governor-General proposes to 
g9 on tour to the frontier om his arrival, and on his return to leave a small detachment 
of Cossacks with each post of road guards, Tt is proposed to make the road over the 
Assadabad Pass suitable for whesled trafic. ‘This, fa eart sevice iv arranged, will 
allow of communication with Hamadan in two daya only. ‘The latest reporta state 
that Salar-ed-Dowleh has no presont intention of returning to Kurdistan, as previously 
reported, Several robberies are reported in the town and environs, but the roads are 
reported safe and posts arriving regularly. 


Bunder Abbas and Lingah. 


Tt in hoped that, Kawam-ul-Mull’s operations in Lar may put an end to the 
halt-yoarly Bahru raids which havo ocouned during the past thres years, At an 
ate, ibs hoped that-« more peacofal sondition of affairs may result frou tho breaking 
of Said Abdul Hosein's power in Lar, 


Aliwax. 


Ms. Hanim, Moser, Strick Soott's local ayent. was reported to be shortly leaving 
for Mohammerah and, for the present, nt any rate, will not bo replaced, It fe 
yoy rogrottablo that this fim should’ remove their agent at the moment when 
Mosira, Wonckhaus axe appointing a, European agent to Ahwaz, and when the propeots 
of the spring harvest ire so promising. Messrs, Strick Scott, with no Europea on 
he spot to auperintond the purchase of grain, will undoubtedly lose a great deal of 

table business, A. certain amount of traffic under Buharwand. escort is, xe 

ween Diztul and Khoremabad. Great scarcity of provisions and fodder are sending 
Bris upon the Fakta road, and transport rates ate vory heavy. No improvement 
‘can be expeotod! till the summer crops ure harvested. 
R.A. STEEL, Major, 

Military Attaché, 

Lelvan, April 16, 1914, 





(19805) No. 06. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Raccived May 4.) 

(No. 100.) 
Sir, Tehran, Aprit 14, 1914. 

WITH reference to. my despatch No. 76 of the 17th ultimo, I have the honour to 
forward to you herewith copy of a pro-memorié linnded to tho Russian Ministor by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs and dated the 24th February, in which the Persian 
Government set forth their objections to consenting wo an incroaso in the Cossack 
Brigade. 


Tam indebted to my Russian colleague for the documient of which the enclosed 


isa copy. 
Be Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 66. 


Pro-memorid. 


SON Excellence le Ministre de Russie a bien voulu fairo, en date du 29 rabiol- 
aavyal, 1832 (20 février, 1014), aw sujot de Pengagoment des officers suédois pour 1a 
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constitution de corps, mobiles de _gendarmes, cortaines fons ve 
eprettoton do corp ge Ines observations verbales dont la 
‘aucune objection a Ven, 


rie diriger son activité vera 
jus dovrait Gre aug 
les Affaires 


Aussi ‘les 
publics se rétablir dang 


mmeree, Tengigement, d'oficiora 


suédois dans le but précitd, 
persan, désireux de ménager | 
Néeolution do no faire appel po 
de second ordre. Les suggeatio 
est, vont done tout & fait & Venc 
pas coinpte des pprincipes qui o1 
To Ministre do Ttnssie.n' 
sur la proposition des Puissan 
convention dé 1907, dont la base 


Ja gondarmerio, 
ommement \persin, 
olitique aveo la 

spendance ot de 
arial prit act 


militaires dans le nord sous le com: 

en favour de l'engagement d'offi 
Or, cette. répartt 

énoncés dans Ventente ng 


iy 


eatte occasion 
iment Impérial, 
Pour encomragg lat 
ree décorative, dang 
dos missions d'ordee 


ets malgro Vo 
de cette for 


de bonne volonté, il faut Vayouer franchement, la 

ces du Gouvernement porean, 
juisitionnait une force de Cosaques) pour uno 
ta prétextes, s'est souyent excusée do 60 
Gouvernement, Daillours, depnis U'établiggement d'une 
centraliser les receties ot déponses de listat, la brigade 
taux autorités compétentes, ot a repoussé le contrdle de 
agents financiers da Gouvernement. Elle a également négligé 
st Ala signature du Gouyernemont les eontrats dlengago- 


Jamais en pratique obtempéré aux instructions du Ministére 
lo reldve, 


En yue de tout ce qui précdde et Par suite de 
Inguelle so trouve actnellemont Je Gouyerabment, jl ne 
augmentation de Veffectif de la Brigade des Cosaques. 

Téhéran, le 24 féorior, 1914. 


rr 


‘Ia situation péouniaire dane 
pourra consentir & wie nouvelle 
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[19607] NOB, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.— (Received May 4.) 
No, 102.) 
ir, Tehran, April 14, 1914. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies, of telegraphic. corre 
spondence which has been exchanged between this legation and the acting British 
cunsul at Shiiwz since the date of my despatch No. 79 of the 18th March upon the 
subject of the situation at Kazerun, It will be sven from a perusal of this corre- 
spondence that Major O'Connor has unfortunately become imbued with a belief that 
the gendarmerie under Swedish officers cannot, gueseed in the task: of restoring order 
in Fars, or, more properly. speaking, on the Bushire-Shiraz road. 

It is tutich to be regretted that this is. the case, and I can.only submit to your 

judginent the appreciations formed by Major O'Connor s/he has gent, them 

Jo is, of courie, far moro able to judge of the situation on the spot than 

and it ng to soe the bad opinion that a capable 

oflicor has formed of the Swedish officers and their methods. Tt is impossible for 

me to challenge that impression, and I can only state that the Swedes have 

ed in, creating quite a different impression here, where the work they have 

doue 18 considured. By competent: erties to have heen wout reniarkable. Tb is, of 

course, possible that they may be seriously affected by the southern climate, whielt 
is well known to have & great elleat: upon people of ub all a nervous temperament. 

‘he reports given by, Major O'Connor are mont diaquicting, Deca, the 
gendavmes, undor their Swedish instructors, arg about all we lave to: trust: to it 
Our hopes of seeing a, continuation of the real Improvement which would appear to 
be gradually making itself felt throughout: the country, despite occasional inevitable 
ot-bucks. “L cannot help thinking that Major O'Connor” had perhaps formed too high 
aun ideal of what: the Swedish officer should be in order to. succeed a5 u British. officer 
would wish-to woe them succced: Up here, Major Steel, the inilitary attaché to this 
legation, speaks more than well of the swork, they have dona in w alioré time, although, 


‘of course, he sees their obvious fhults, among which is the Swedish national fail Use 
heir 


drinks, the abuse of which would appear to be almost. an article of honour of 
nilitary code. It fa.not unlikely that this weakness may affect them adversely in the 
warmer climate of the south, but I cannot but feel that Major O'Connor has been a 
Tittle hasty’ in bis judgment: of them, 

‘As fae ag the incident at Kazerun is concerned, it is clear that the gendarmes did 
take part in the looting when the town first foll into their hands, and that the Swedish 
ofr ost improperly didnot take the necessary stop to put a etop wo i at oe. At 
the end of the aecompanyiiig comespondance ida telegraphic report from the officer 

miminding at Shiraz, from Kazerun, in which fio asserts that. the part taken by the 
youdatines in the looting han been exaggerated, and dentes!his mon are out of hand or 
Undiseipliued, ‘Ths general commanding here has also spoken to me in the same senso, 
and lias roproseuted that Major O'Comior wes misled’ in ‘perfeet. ood faith. by:the 
‘reports of people who wished for their own onda to dothe gendarmerie a bad turn, In 
support of hia argument he quoted the Armenian telograph cleric at Kazerun, who, he 
says, had the best of reasons tor making out a bad case against the gendarmes, since hie 
had profited personally from the old order of things, having been in such lose friondly 
relutlons with tho chiots who formerly ruled the road that bie mules, with which he did 
trade’ were accorded special treatment, and did not have to pay the. illegal 
‘ioted from qther people. He would naturally, wide# such eireumitances, have 
enjoyed a position which enabled him to do's Iuorstive carrying trade’ on the road, snd 
sucha man would doubtless have regretted the advent of the gendarmes, 

Moreover, I cannot but think that Major O'Connor is a little hard on the Swedes, 
and hus expected ton much from thom, and that it is ab the least: premature’ to judze 
sar Seer TRG Ne Goue Ute amen Many uataea avec leas 
een tide, but such mitst be the case until experience is learned, whilat it is but fair 
to remember that the’ Swedes have hedito take the field with an uray’ which was only 
half divoiplined, due-to the short time the men had been with the colours, In. additi 
to which the forge is woofully undei-ollicered, a fiot that is not dus to the Swedes but 
to the unfortunate couditions prevailing in Persia, I'auy advised that no European army 
would contemplate undertaking operations with mea who havo had less than two years 
serviee, whereas the Swedich oicers have been working and fighting with material with 
tous tudn Eee Fours catning’ hei vasnios bo’ eompatea Vo Bazopenns in" etteation ‘or 
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anything else, save possibly stamina, No miltta 
to “judge by results” saya novly-riised battlon at Gh 
ae tise who in less than two yaar is ae ecean Ace 
pee verses under the same difficult ciroumstances which the gendarmerie have had 
__ Iti too eatly yet; in my opinion, to condomn th 
uit como up to apetations in Far, moa eapily uae eg the 
Ment work they have donu in Northern Porsig} whero all theta ye 
previous knowledge of the rouds or make their livin, ‘on th ceaHlcNai aqua, 
praise of the remarkable change wrought by the, gendurmen although ato eae ee 
: change wrought by the, gendarmes, although, of ebuswe, Shere 
are always some whe qualify their prise by complaining of thelr hightindedueas orsome 


T have, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY,, 


man would, T imogine, think it fair 


Enclosure 1 in No, 67. 
ee th Acting Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 


EEN 
JEN ovcurrences at Kaverun have produced di impress 
: isaatro 
his ae ac yt fully apprent an froma asieg wanes eek aaah 
eee na ety te ern a ident on the wholo ais.” Moanthil Farm compelled to 
: iow that i come very diffieult for me. to afl - 
darmerie the same whole-hearted aupport as have hithetto given thin, eee 
moat strongly of the attitude and proceedings of the Swedish officers at. Kage, 
Sane Leting was invita in the Siroumatanots, but th Swediah offars inde no 
, and no gendarme had been punished for thest ancl 
ea ental ver plundered atrial, ‘andiio atlenope rsa nade 
e) ign agent i y init’ 
cession of Mundero fom beginning to end. 1 bogin to fie thats deers Coe 
feel mo and peti to bo aasosited with sash prosedings whic Gia Soka Nas 
situation, which Twill aubmit ahortly, “Pare report on the whole political 


Shiraz, March 23, 1914, 


——__ 
Enclosure 2 in'No, 07, 


(No! 182) Acting Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic. 
SITUATION in'Kagerun, 


Trogret to have to inform your Exesllency that 19 i 
ot : le te df 
indizatocontinusnon thera of extremely nuatisacery staat, Gonder 
Qppssently are quite out of hand and much demoraisd and outrages of arius kinds 
ommon occurrence, Gendarmerie force of over: 800 
tally f town. whi is nightly entered by outa Kalani of yilsges or Pak 
ni wlio aro in the pay of the gendarmerie and who socited the lion’ 
share of the loot have been called. in’ to fis ith thelr tof y ight 
1 guurd the town with their tof 
a Riapal saa Soa eo ‘oppress the: tonipepe, The hese ae i 
ring about tho Keenan. plata nud fie i 
thay go out toattend to felda Btato of towmspoopld is decibel uc deploutie: Poe 
gendaemeri afloor who waa fa command during tha dghting nd whe han bat noted 
of various offences, and at Colonel Merrill's request. waw ordered buck to Shi, has 
en allowed.to return to’ Kuzerun without any enguity into bis conduct, The‘on 
satisfactory feature in the situation is the presence in un of some Kashlulig under 
aeaieaee Khan and a small force sent by Soulet both of whom uppelr auxious to 
assist the gendarmerie; I am in daily consultation with Uggla regarding’ al hese 
utters and everything posible is beiig done to enable the geudarmerie to testabliat 


Repeated Bushire, No. 60, 


Shiraz, March 26, 1914. 
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Enclosure 3 in No. 67. 


Acting Consul 0’ Connor to Sir W. Townley. 


{rs Bea Shiraz, March 26, 1914. 


(Telegraphic) 
OUI tologramn No. 59, , h i 
IN view of the fact that the Shirax situation is now engaging your Exeellen 


at Tobran, I venture to put forward a fow observations for your Exceliency’s 

sideration. ; 
Siig putans dat ra¥ 08 suas tsining (exter ie Rees foicea cee Mion Balas 
gendarmerie is ealoulated to cost about 150,000), a year, and as T venture to think ote 
Object is being to a great extent defeated by unsuitable manner in which the gendarmerie 
diities are being carried out, I need not repeat the observations which I have already 
submitted to your Excellency on this point, but Twish now toemphasise how undesirable 
it is for us from all points of viow to be. adsociated with proceedings of foreign offcors 
whose whole manner of treating Orientals differs from ours, and who have now succeeded 
in alienating all classes in Fars. ye 

When I first: came to Shiraz I was plensed to find that in spite of events of the 
two provious years, eneral feeling of respect and liking for the British still existed, 
Such fooling i an, asiet: of incalowlable value to us in South Persia, and its loss would 
be irretrievable misfortune. 1 venture to submit for consideration whether it.is worth 
our while to continue expenditure of largo sums of money on an organisation which, 
I foar, may have the effsot of alionating these friendly eentiments, ite 

‘As to the question of what could replace the Swedish gendarmrio in Fars, 
assuming that employment, of British officers is not advisable, I venture to submit the 
following tentative suggestions 


1. Appointment of Governor-General friendly to our interests and prepared to 
co-operate cordially with British consul and European officials, and to accept thoir 
advice, 

2, Liberal subsidly to Soulot and Kavam. 

8. Maintenance ‘of small rogular force of about 2,000 men commanded by an 
officer of some neutral Power and offtoored by Persians, 

4, Annual subvention towards cost of provincial administration. Arrangementa 
should -not cost us more than from 30,0000, to-40,000/. yearly, assuming that revenue 
of Fars. is expended within the province under proper European control, and this 
expenditure would give wus locue atandi for display of practical interest in the conduct 
of the administration. T venture to think also that ns bulwark ayainst, Russian 
‘aggression somo such arrangement snsuring as it would the good will of the entire 
population, especially if combined with subsidisation of the: Bakh 8, would be 
HASHaly, aiperits to AH6, present spol oe usnelay iSiradlah | pendérniel his ta 


induly expensive for the results obtained and which has sntagouised the whole 
Ne eT bay eral rah voy yf a esr Pau g-saTT uated eee 
thoy, would be swept away immediately, 


‘This is only outline of my suggestions, I am submitting a despatch to elaborate 
them more fully. 
(Repeated! Bushire, No, 62.) 


Enclosure 4 in No. 67. 


Acting Conmil O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 


(ocean Shira, March 28, 1914, 


EO RTIEON siuat 
ERUN situation, 
Colonel Uggla will himself proceed to Kazerun on the 80th March to endeavour 
to sottle the situation, Nase-ed-Divan has telegraphed to the Governor-General, in 
reply to.a message from him, to the effect that he is prepared to quit, the country and 
go to Kerbela, on condition that the Persisn Governmont purchase his property from 
film e009 (5 provide him with means-offlivelitocd. Tyatioloa thd road te complotaly 
disorganised owing to il-treatmont of Kazeruni muleteors by gendarmes, and « number 


108 


of caravans ‘fare being held up on the lower section of the road ling assurances that 
thoy wil not be ill ented at Kaverun, {have requested Ugela so sande os pores 
protection of muletosrs, and to issue necessary orders and nesteances, 

Repeated Bushire 63, 


Enclosure 5 in No. 67. 


Acting Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Torwniey. 
oe : 
lozraphie.) Shiras, Marsh 81, 1014, 
ARBITRARY ‘seizure of mules by gendarmerio at Shiraz and on the toad, 
regarding which I have already made various reports to your Exelleny, hus now 
Teached such a pitch that no muletesr can regard himsulf as dato, and gonoral pani and 
discontent prevails. Thavetnade repented represontatious to the Swedish oficars on 
the subjeot and they have repeatedly, promised redress, but the evil continues as before 
and even increases, without any serious attempt being anado to terminate it oF any 
gendarmes responsible being punished. I believe Swedish officers’ intentions to be of 
the best, but this is merely another sympton of theix inability to control iheit mon. T 
brought the matter seriously to the notice of Colonel Uggla before he left Shira for 
Kazerun yestorday and he promised to give it hin carnest attontion, Question ia of 
special importance just now, whon muletecrs are already being driven olf the youd by 
aghlich arrangemint, and arrangements which have beon waking to try to tamph 
them back are being frustrated. 
Repeated Bushire 67. 


Ee 
Enclosure 6 in No, 67. 


: Acting Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
Re 388) 
‘ele, tic. Shitaz, April 2, 1014, 

TREOETVED a telogiam lastnight from Tiga froin Raveriny anyitg thik tio 
essential question was to find a suitable Goyernor for that place, and that as Kazerun 
was tho centre of Kashigai tribes, in his opinion Kashgai Governor shoul be appoitited, 
And he said that ho is waiting to Sonlot to aske whathier-he would mocap. the’ appoints 
ment for ono of his brothors, preferably Soulat-vs-Sultanch. I have replied that T an 
consulting yon, and. urging him to, take no ateps whatever inthe matter until T, hire 
ascertained your views. 

‘My opinion on the subject ia womewhat no follows: I have always: regarded’ the 
gendarmerie as a noutral force which should not identify itself with ‘any local or tribal 
Groap in particular, but, which should, if possible, remain imapuvtilly go. good. terms 
with all and Keep the balance between ‘the ‘Kashgais and. the: Khambo, keop open the 
road, and ussist in maintaining order ganorally in the provinge. 1 Have gways held 
that the momont they minglo with Ioeal polities or tentify themeelven with any 
Partioular faction their utility will become, to w great extent, impaired, and the obs 
of their presence here will be to a Cia extent defeated, The gendarmerie, in fact, 
must, in my opinion, be iimpartial and independent 

T am therefore, on these grounds, aguinst Uggla’s pro| |, which will necessarils 
bo sogarded all over the province, and Hy Kavm espeilly, asm direct alliance with 

let. 

But, besides this, I'am opposed to the suggestion on other grounds, Past hia! 
of th rou has shown haw undesivable waa Wie Rashgesiafuoute there ant Rene ie 
day I arrived here I have been working to ui Ener influence on the road. 
Kawam's removal removes all pretext for their interference, The moment we haye 
fase Governor of Kaverun all the old intrigues and difficulties will recommence, 

had already discussed this very question with ‘Uggla and he knows my views, 

and I do not understand why he should suddenly have sprung a new policy upon us. 
fear it is that he now sees that) the gendarmerie are too weak and too Ucredited to 
maintain themselves on the road without Kasheai support. If this jt so—and, in my 
opinion, it is actually the case—the sooner we dispense with the gendarmerie the batter, 
hen we consider recent events and the present situation on the road, ib must be 
admitted, in view of heavy cost of the gendarmerie, that, nothing ould well bo more 
unsatisfactory. ‘They have twice been on the verge of extinction ab Kasernn, and have 
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to the brigade property: valued at many tens of thousands of tomans and quantity 
Mirtates annie they only told fower section of the road by means of heary 
auliies paid to khan, aud. they are obliged to call in Tooal Khan even to guar 
azornn, where ther is o gendgriere fore of 400 men, they have wrought destzue 
tion at Kazerun, which will seriously hemper trade for many years to come, heir 
entire Ino of dieipline venders ther dangerous rather than uefil on the road, and they 
havo antagonised the entire province by their misconduet. Ali Molamined, ee 
yom they have boon trying to cath. for months, and Nasr Divan. are still at Inge. 
If, now, ey ate completo callin the Kashgels fo eeure thie position, I venture 
angget for consideration whether the game is worth the candle and whether we ase 
justified in spending 150,001. a year to support this organisation, If uses elp is 
Teqhited, let us deimand and pay for it ourselves, as suggested in my telegram No. 124. 
eis ole preferable that we should keep, the strings of Fara polities in our own 
hands, to pull or nob as we think fit, than to hand them aver to the Swedes, who have 
proved themselves incompetent, and who, I regrst to say, are not at all friendly: to us 

reared for our interests. ‘ 

* S areated to Resident, who will kindly repeat whole telegram to India.) 


Enclosure 7 in No. 67. 


Acting Consul, Connor to Sir W. Torntey. 
(No. 137.) 
CEE TICUN sicuation 
ERUN situation. ; 
Matters havo shown tendonoy. to improve since Uggla arrival, Largo caravans 
havo orn np trom the south, tid Uggla ts endeavouring to resute townspeople and 
Tnuloteors, “Ho wired yesterday that bo had sony away all. Kashyois from Rarerun 
sd that he i als condi vay loa tnfangehis mentioued in my telegrams No, 129. 
Mohammad Khan Knshleuli is reported to have plundered village of Duan, close to 
Kazoron, Mohammad Ali Khan Kashkuli is back again in Shapur, Whereabouts of 
Nasod-Divan unknown, 
Ropeated Bushiro No. 75. 


Shiras, April 5, 1914, 


Enclosure 8 in No. 67, 


Acting Consul Connor to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 140, , ae 
{ii maphic) Shiras, April 5, 1914. 
leg No. 136, 4 

Tauesetis ueition. of a Governor for Kawerun with the Governor Generat 
yesterday, Ho ogress that a Kashgai Governor would not be suitable, and is 

i ther possible candidates. . 
ae i ony hat le Kad wlnindy dospataied hia letter to’ Boalat before’ rooaiph 
of my reply to bis mesg 

Saeqtted Busting No, 78 


Enclosure 9 in No. 67. 
Acting Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 


(ieiegenp aie) Shiras, April 7, 1014. 
SITUATION at Kazerun continues most unsatisfactory. It is now one of 
atalomate, the gendarmes being unable either to pursue the outlays or to withdraw, 
thelh own sion from Taser, ‘Tho mest disquieting {eature'of tio situation, however, 
i th Tt thas thoy have. ise thensltes up with the Kashgsis and are now 
i in the hands of Soulet, 
ee Tse ouaea mie Bie iC Ha) Maaby's Covarnina, I should asle your 
panation to proceed! to, Kaderun iayselt and to:try. toipub matters straight, bub tintoss I 
now what line to pursue towards Soulet I coul ld do. no good there. If we want to 
‘eop any, control of the situation wt Kuzerun and jn Fars we must have some kind of 
Solicyitipresvis the tibee: fp eilllatend toipia our faith (on tha’ gendarme, we 
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must provide them at once with a largo sum of money whilst accopting the fact. that 
they have proved themselves imeompetent and unsatistictory. 

Tf your Excellency could give mo any indication. of your views onof those of His 
Majesty's Government, I could elaborate gestions alrely submitted in my telegram 
No, 124._ ‘The Governor-General will, T think, co-operate with me in any poliey which 
luis your Excelleney’s approval. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 67. 


Sir W. Townley to Acting Consul O'Connor. 
ei ae ) Teli 
legraphic, 4 iran, April 8, 1914. 

Your telegrams 136, 140, and 143, e 
T entirely concur in what you say about Upgla's attitude in commmnicating with 

Soulet-ed-Dowleh. Thave addressed the poise on the subject, 

am also glad thet you and the Governor-General are ugroed about the 
undesirability of the appointment of a Kashgai chiefiain to the Governorship of 
Kazerun. Ain-ed-Dowleli, in whose judgment: Uhuve much faith did not consider the 
idea an objectionable one, provided that it bad’ Soulét's approval, but you and the 
Governor-General who are on the spot are the best judges of a question that it would 
bo hurd for me to decide hero, and impossible for London to prononites upon, 

T do not quite follow your line of argument. when you apparently cons 
gendarmerie should have no backing from any of the local tribes or entities. Tt appents 
to mo hardly possible that a diminutive force of 1,800 men can maintain themselves 
against all ‘comers, unless they ean rely upon the moral outward support of all the 

werful fustions loyal to the Government. ‘This support should, however, bo secured 
Der chesiby the gond offices of the Governor-General, AN danger of creating. jealous 
or an appearance of looking to oue party more than another should thereby be remove 
T ean sco no hope of the situation at Kazernn improving ag long as the indulficient force 
of gendarmerie stationed there in couftonted by a numerically much stronger hostile 
force, We have told Soulet-cd-Dowlch. that we look to him for acts and not, for 
assurances only, and it would appear hardly consistent to disposes his tribesmen of al 
chaneo of proving their loyalty by refusing to aoeept their assistance, on the soore that 
it would appear, if this ware don, that the gendarmes are too wealk to stand alone, 

Tt must bo patent to all that’ this ta the caso, aud one can hardly expect ibvof a 
handful of men who represent a Government fore, unless they ean rely upon the 
backing of the loyal tribesmen. If, ax should be. the case, the Governor-Genoral takes 
the matter in hand, there should be no emuso for jealousy on Kawamn's part, as there is 
no intention of using the gendarmerie to weaken or belittle hin, 

Lentirely disagree with much that you say about the work done by the gendarmes, 
‘They have no doubt niade many grievous mistikes, but it should in fairness to tham be 
remembered that under atrong pressure they have undertaken « most didioult task with 
@ quite insufficiently large force, and that no time was given them to drill the whilom 
brigands that they had to enlist into any semblance of a decent Sighting force, 

It is not clear yet who will finance the Fars gendarmerie for the futuro, but the 
Persian Government are being urged to leave no stone unturned to do. it themselves, 
even if it is not somewhat a stretch of the imagination to tall of the |justification of our 
spending money which is advanced on sound'séeutity at 7 por cent. pet annum, repayable 
in three or four years, 

Tam personally strongly opposed to any scheme under which the Kashgai or any 
other tribes should be subsid by us. Efforts in other directions to work on thaws 
lines have proved dismal failures, the latest instanco being in connection with the Luristan 
railway survey, 

Repeated to Bushire, 


[i634] 
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Enolosure 11 in No. 67. 
Acting Consul O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
(So, 144) 
(Telejzraphic.) Shiraz, April 9, 1914. 
YOUR telegram No. 65, 
Tf-your Exeéllenoy will read through my telegrams on the subject of the gendarmerie 
ou will see that I nowhere ox are opinion that “gendarmerie should have no 
king from any of the local tribes or entities’ 

Such a contention would be unreasonable, and on the contrary [ have always urged 
the Swedes to keep on good terms with all powerful parties in Fars and, when necessary, 
demand their co-operation, ab they have done with Soulet recently in connection with 
Kaserun, But this is a very different thing from the gendarmerie identifying them- 
solves with any one tribal group or being compelled to rely on permanent support of any 
‘one tribal chief to maintain themselves on the road at all, and this is practically the 
situation now on the Bushire road, As for the work done by the gendarmerie in Fars, 
thoy must after all be judged by results, If these are unsatisfactory, no criticism of 
mine or of unyone else can alter facts, [can only say that thei best friends and stron; 
supporters down here are now convinced. by bitter exporiouce and by logical fasts that 
the Swedes at any rate are not competent to make gendarmerie & success, and this 
Spinion is based nov on hasty cvitioism of n particular incident, but on general observation 
a Swedish character and meth 

‘Tf matter is now to be left to Persian Government, I for one should hesitate to urge 
thom to expend more than entire revenne of Fars on support of gendarmerie, and in this 
view every competent critic on the spot, European or Persian, ¢) joroughly agrees. 

Repeated Bushire, No, 81. 


nS 
Enolosure 12 in No. 67. 
Report by Colonel Uggla. 


(ixaduction,) 


Au Général Hjalmarson, Téhéran. 

APRS avoir étudié & fond les circonstances dans lesquelles s'est produit Ie pillage 
de Kazoroun, jo suis en mesure de rapporter les faite suivante; | : 

Ge farent surtout lea bozara qui eurent & soufirir quand on mit 1a ville au pillage. 
TA tout o été enleyd. Mais la pee des gendarmes n'a pas été tres considérable. I eat, 
A peu prow certain que toute ln ville a trempé dans le complot contre les gonda 
Bi, ¥ * point de yuo, le pillage dont la population a été viotime Ini sorvira do 
bonne leon, 

‘On a parlé de la déimoralisation des gendarmes parce que : 

41, Lorsque, Killander, pour rassembler Jee troupes, avait donné le signal du 
raswoinblement, fl ne fut obs que par Ta moitié des troupes; Yautre partie ayant 
pidtendu navoir pas entendwile signal ; ' 

2, Un poste de gondarmes qui avait le commandement de 14 garde d’un eanon 
Sclneider abandonna Iedit canon pour aller prendre part au village. 


Maia ces faite: poavent également tr¥s, bien arriver en Europe. J'ai inspects lee 
troupes an cours d'une petite mancouvre, etj’ai constaré que Yobéissanco et Ia discipline 
étaient parfiites. ‘ 

TL neat pas rol gus les gendarmes ont malraité Is population, | Témolgnages en 
‘ont été dounés par Gibbs, Mia, Heneibe, et par le consul W'Allemagne de le part du 
Dr, Mueller, quivest dg parti. Ils attestont tous qu’'ils ont constaté la, meilleure 
Gioipline, ot Aw déclarent (quo Te changemont qui s'est fait sur les routes Hen tout 


‘implement du miracle, aaa 
Kazoroun, lo 9 avril, 1914. 


lk a ae 
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(19609) No. 68, 


Sir WW. Townley to Sir Bateard Grey.—(Recetvéd May 41) 
Bo 101, Semen) 
"THE accompanying translation of a tel piesa sara 

ng. ta a tologeam from _ Shufarod 

GoverirCeneral of Ae}, to the Minstar of the Tatar vad eet 
wih educte ie Tee eam rh ae et tee MT 
os sy was not aw: it i 
Forel ihe sabscot of ny tran No 98 of thn 26 Aina dd ylak Cee ae 

7 lef ie impressi if init 
Saja would sppore tha elections on Pala declare a een teers 
paren za that he vowed his life work, and not to tho present 

@ telogram was cleatly the result. of instruct i i 

geepogeeal ant catalan drt hy th Ran yaa 
4 who, credit of controlling all Shuja’s official and pri : 
spondenee. Tt will not have escaped your ine is thal it wae’ lo Hassan 
Minna here who firt told mo that Shujied-Dowsh hei. gaven eee 
Seyaratist ts which ld fn exchango of views botroon His Maj Goverment 

: rah, the result of whie A 
mati has for he moment tae fo have more Lead an ee 

ho éaune may bo sai © accompanying translation of a notice whiel 
ing ee Re ae cee a ae 
ee of the interview npon current Porian afire wil M. Korostovets, Tt 

: ‘Accurate rendering of a public statement made to th i 
‘abriz by the Russian vice-consul, who, took ‘upon himself eee ema 
vill Wo uo Onnsttution) in other words olactions ia Avertaiice Hones haem ke 
Zot yank ham. (Tho accuracy of te Topert has aeyer heen dead et a 
thing hopp-at Thos tat lus ray wall have enact ascent wal des 
Thave, do. 

WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 68, 


Shuja-ed-Dowlch to Minister of Interior. 


(T'ranslation.) 
Telegraph) 
appears that.in Tehran cortain intriguard, who have no other intention biut, {0 


March 16, 1914. 


create trouble, have spread tho roport that it i et is ‘i 
‘ara fos Preis and eonidr‘t a part of o foreign Sate Th cut sat 
this report has caused me great deal of uneasiness and anxivty. No oie oan ii 
justice belive such a report, socing that T have reached tha age of 65 yedrs, and 
that Tand my ancestors have enjoyed the bounty of the Persian Goverment for 300 
years. It is therefore impossible that I should have any other intontion but the ma 
tenance of the indepandenco of the ancient Kingdom of Porsia and the true faith, Aly 
sole object has been the maintenance of security and peace, adits ipsa batt 
oo ayself to such 0 disgraceful ait in the eyes of both foroigners and 

Tdesire to assure your Highness that ag long as I live T vil i 
thi indepondence of lala, ae villas fell to satve Ge dboecal Goes 
will Ido anything contrary to the interests of my Goverment. ‘Theto is only one 
thing which sometimes causes auxiety aud! that i difernoss of opinion and pl 

\@ acceptance of certain proposals which are against the religion and tho Tainan: 
the country are not without difficulty for me. Because those (who make thes 
Proposia#) sim af anarchy and the carrying out of tie ev intoons, whereas 
ing sheet th gretaen and property of Pesan the indopendbce oi 

‘As long as I live I shall work with all may power to the attainment of this end, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 68. 


‘Translation of the Report in the“ Raad” (March 8, 1914) of a Speech delivered to the 
Patel of Tabris ty) Oe Warren Vix Comat ee 


A CONSTITUTION isa thing that the people of a country or of a province must 
ask the Government for and the Goverument grants it. You have not asked for ik 
and therefore the Governniont cannot, foreo it upon you, Seeing that Azerbaijan is 
a Jaxge province (almost half of Persia) and that its inhabitanta do uot want a Conse, 
tution, T give you categorical assurancos that there shall be no Constitution in 
Azerbaijan and that it shall not be foreed upon you. Now open your shops nd go 
about your businesa, 





(19610) No. 69, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived May 4.) 


é Tehran, April 14, 1914, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 75 of the 18th ultimo, in which Thad the 
Honout to transmit a translation of au interview. which the Russian Minister hiad given 
to the editor of the “Rad,”'a Tehran newspaper, I beg to state that a uotice has ners 
boon published by the Ministry. for Foreign Affairs to tho effect that ML, Korostovets 
has stated to the Secretary-Genoral of tho Foreign Office that there has boon some 
thunilorsaucling on th part of the editor, ‘The Ministor is reported to have added 
thot the independence and integrity of Persia, which form the fundamental prineiple 
Gf tho Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907, have been fully respected, nd that the 
Russian Governmont do not intend to take’ any, measures against the samo, but have 

given their support to tho Persinn Govarnment. 

‘This is intended to be a sort of goueral 
Aeratiged by the Persian Foroign Office wit 
statement it was proposed to make bofore ite 

Great astonishm 


4 roquost from tho editor of 

of missions on the Persian 

‘lone caused some comment, because he 

jest desire for closer ‘and more extended 

‘ fermany aud Persia. A refusal’ to be drawn and an 
mpathetio goodwill for Persia in tho New Year formed tho iat of;the 


T have, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(11961) No. 70, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Reccived May 4.) 


(No. 106,) 
Sir, PA Tehran, April 14, 1914, 
‘THE: nogotiations connected with the question of whether or net the tadiue of 
tho operations of the gondarmerie is to bo restricted to meet the ywishes of the Russian 
CGovermnont have not made much headway here during the past fow weeks. Ae T had 
the honous to report to you in my telegram No. 103 of the 12th instant, the Regent 
has expressod to me great anxiety about this question, which is causing the Goce 
ment no small amount of uneasiness, more especially since thoy have. gathered. from 
the Persian Minister in London that you, Sir, are not believed to attach much import: 
‘anco tot. Hero itis considered a question that is vital to the maintenance of tho 
independonoe and integrity of Persia, It is argued that if once it is recoguised that 
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the nccoptance of Russia's olaim to have a part of Persia sot, aside as that in which 
hier interests predominate carries with it the right to impose upon an unwilling 
country a military force in that sphere, under the control of Russian officers, tho da 
cof Persia's doom as a nation is not far distant. ‘The Government, it is contended, 
accepted the Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907, and the sphoros of interest, in the 
belief that it was genuinely intended that the special reservations ‘mado as to action. 
of England and Russia in those ones should be confined to commorcial matters, as 
was clearly stated. Persia lias Jong since been disillusioned on this point aa far ay the 
Russian sphore is concorned, but the Goverament is determined to resist to the utmost 
any attempt to force a Russian-officeroid gendarmerie, or whatever it may be galled, for 
that zono, to the exclusion of a fores croatedl by tivo, neighbouring Powers in, concert 
with Persia, instructed by neutral’ and impartial officers of a foreign rice, who. have 
scrupulously abstained from meddling in polities, and who have done o much with the 
Timited resources at their disposal in a short space of time to'restore ordér on the trade 
Toutes, and create a considerable measure’ of confidence througliont. that part of the 
country in which they have carried out their operations, ; 

Tt \was only under the most formal reserva that. tho Swedish gendarmorie should 
bo allowed to oporatoon all the roads throughout the country, that the Minister for 
Foreign Aftirs agreed. to submit the Intest. proposals of the Russian Miniater to: the 
Cabinet. M. Korostovets informs me that his suggestion is that the Cossack Briga’te 
should be replaced by a foree organised on\ the samo lines as tho gendarmerie, to be 
limited to.6,000 men undor Russian officers having contracts with. the Porsian Govern: 
ment, ‘This force should, es T understand) my eolleaguo, be more especially 
resorved for service in the five northern provinces, whero, if the Persian demand thac 
the Swodish gendarmerie should be employed on the ronda in those provinces. is 
secepted by the Russian Government, the Russian gondarmerio should bo employed 
for garrison duty. in certain towns, aud could be algo used as an expeditionary: force 
When occasion required, M>Korostovotz said that the scheme as put forward by. 
himself had been accepted in principle by, tho St: Petersburgh Foroijm Office, but the 
War Office had not yot pronounced upon it, He expressed great, doubt, however, as 
to, Mother his Government would accept the iden of the, Swotish, gontannerio 
baing omploved on the roads in the northem provinces, as it would bo arguod that 
there would be nonecessity for them when once the force under Russian officers had 
bbeon organised. 

{am disposed to think that the Russian Minister's scheme, which, as far ag is 
known here, has not yet. recbived the official approval of the Russian Government, 
mets with but little favour in Tehran. Ttis understood that Porsia will be forced to make 
some sucrilico to secure Russian consent to thio further development of the gendarmerie, 
Dut the general idew seems to bo that an increase of the existing Cossack brigade, wit 
some show of reorganisation, would bo praferable to the ereation of a now andl possibly 
Dotter disciplined force under Russian instructors. Tt would also be gonorally 
preferred, I think, that the force should hava ite Headquarters af Toran, that detache 
ments should not bo permanently stationodin the proyinees to whitch allusion haw beon 
made above, and that it should be used as an expeditionary, forog whonover required. 
Tho increase of the brigade to 6,000 mon wonld probably bo accopted as a concession 
to Russian amour-propre, though'it would be recognised’ as) a useless expensé, as the 
Sivedes are to lave a mobile corps of 3,000 1men for expeditions at Tehran, who would 
ulways be used in proference to the Cossacks. 3 

Very great uneasiness as to the futuro i also felt among; tho Swedish officers, and 
the report in the Stockholm newspapers of the interview granted to a reportor of the 
aad " by ME Korestovete, which formed the eutfect ek aay dash er ace ne 
18th ultimo, has caused many enquiries to be rocoived from Sweden, General Hjal- 
marion, who is shortly proceeding home on leaye, has sought for enlightenment from 
M, Korostavetz, who hiss recommended him to soe M, Klemm on his way through 
Si. Petersburgh. ‘The general says that he could not possibly tako such action, as it is 
not for him to negotiate an arrangowent which must be teachod botwoon the three 
Governments who were concerned in the creation of the gendarmerie. 

Thavo, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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{19612} No. 71. 
Sir W. Lounley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 


(No, 107.) 
ir, Teleran, April 14, 1914, 

J HAVE the honour'to submit an extract of the gendarmerio budget for 1914-15," 
that is to say from the 22nd March, 1914, to the 2lst March, 1916, the Persian year, 
which has been carefully compiled by Major Steel, military attaché to His Majesty's 
Legation, from figures laid before the Persian Goyernment by General Hjalmarson. It 
will bo een that th total estimated expenditure amounts to 553,104, or rather more 
than 3,000,000 tomans for a force of 12,308 men with forty-seven Swedish instractors. 

Mho oxtract is go lucid and comprehensive that it is not necessary for me to. do 
more than point out that General Hjolmarson maintains the figure of 2,700 mien as 
being necessary for the Fars regiment, the number of Swedish instructors being 
inoreased from six to cight. No mention is made in the budget of the local 
““tofangehis ” (riflemen) paid for by the gendarmerie on the Yezdikhast—Bushire road, 
which entails an additional expense of about 14,0001. ‘This brings the total expenditure 
‘ow account. of the Fars gendarmerie up to roughly 125,000), provided that the grain 
aud fodder for the horses are not supplied by the Treasurer-General as he has always 
undertaken to do, but ¢o far has not carried out his promise for the past year, The 
romarkable fall’ inthe price of foodstufls and fodder'that has recontly taken place in 
the north, and which may be fairly ascribed to M, Mornard’s successful campaign 
against th comnerers in this article, is expected to extend to the south this year, and 
niay make the fodder question less difficult, 

‘Pho budget has not, as far as I am aware, yot received the sanction of the Cabinet, 
but it is probable that it will dogo with ‘Doseibly eorno small modifications, Tris lkely 
that the request for an officer to udvise on judicial questions will not be.acceded to, 
ecauso an attempt on the part of the chief organiser of the ‘Tehran police to establish 
4 Court of its own for tho ewift despatch of petty justice has met with great opposition 
‘nd has raised o not unnatural protest against’ the Swedes endeavouring to judge 
Mahommedans according to the code of criminal procedure in use in Europe. 

Tt is possible that somo of tho estimates are a little high, but on the whole the 
budget appears to bo a carefully thought out document which reflects no small credit 
upon the thoroughmess and painstaking methods of the Swodes, who are possibly a little 
Ted onitny oto prices in some cases by the Armenian advisers on whom they have to 
rely: 

he ‘Teonsurer-Cleneral, in writing to me of the budget, says that he has examined 
itoritically and has only made observations of little importance upon it, and has not 
criticised it adversely na 4 whole, Ho expresses an opinion that it should be accepted 
without loss of time, because ho considers that. the organisation of the gendarmerie 
‘appears sound and woll thought out. ‘As far as the control by the Treasury is concerned, 
MH Moruayd saye that General Tjlmarson appears to fear lest the intention may be to 
ieddle too much in military matters, Ho wishes to have the entire responsibility for 
all that is dono in the name of the gendarmerie, M. Mornard considers the question 
‘of Treasury. control of the gendarmerie expenditure a most important one, since it 
entails the handling of 3,000,000 tomans, or a half of the net revenue in the hands of 
tho ‘Treasurer-Goneral. M: Mornard hopes that he may yet resch a friendly arran, 
ment with General Hjalmarson under which a measure of Treasury control will 
catablished, but he adds philosophically that if this cannot be accomplished he will have 
to make his arrangements to provide the monthly instalments for the gendarmerie 
without any participation or respousibility whatever by the Tressury for their proper 
expenditure, a 

ave, 


» ee. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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19613] No. 72, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Raicard Grey—(Reecived May 4.) 
(0-108, Goasidential) 


Tehran, April 15, 1914, 


I HAVE the honour to forward to you herewith my report on the Heads of 


Missions at Tehran for the current year, 
Thaye, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


es 
Enclosure in No. 72, 


_ Report on Head of Missions at Tehran 
{The portions of this report copied without altorati i 
° rr Iteration from the previous. t 
saarked with an asterisk (Ov The portions eopied fromthe serioce report, but 
with emendations or additions, aro marked with » dagger (t ‘ai i 


Ar, Charles Russoll, the American Minister, 
March 1910, Ho is a-pleasant mon, who is woll vorwed ‘mi tho political afta i 
own country bit he has had-no diplomatic experience or eae eee 
das bean called upon to do in ‘Tehran has not allorded him mitch chanco of acquiin 

ies into the intricacies of his prosont tmde, He has a certain shrow 

intelligence which is peculiar to American lawyers, and. spends his time in composing 
pootry to the neglect, T understand, of tho little official work to which he mig pay 


more attention.” During the past i iat 
avbitrtion tatyboteon Amores nd Bren) "> POA nega an 


presentod his credentials in 


Count Logothetti, the Austrian Minister, arrived here in th 
Cova: ; , 0 autumn of 191 
oni where ho hod been consulgenorl.” Tio Je of tho typo. that has subtotal 
dragged itself up through the suooessive stages of tho Levant constlates and te 
retariat at Constantinople to the conmulate-qenoral and logation, Oh. hip 


es, : 8 y B i 
finval here Count Logothetti was evidently much imprensed. with the imporinnco of 


Mt, de Borchgrave, the Belgian Minister, is pee of his country as represented 


abroad but does not impress one as a man of high social standin i 
aatared and pleasant and spends most of his time ae Bridge. To ha ety 
importance of being the Treasurer-General’s reprasenitative, and becomes rather 
wi when any trouble occurs, T find him a pleey compinion, who, talks well, 
and has a better and less suspicious knowledge of the events of the day than many of 
¥ ce ea ae Ho is often. useful to mo in conveying hints to the ‘Treasurér-Coneral, 
pt whom he; however, stanils in too great awe'to give advico tat would come better 
fiom ‘his Minister thin from anyono else. Originally, he tolls mo, a pronotined 
ussophil, his experiences of Tehran hve caused him entirely to. change his views 
and he cordially mistrasts the polioy of the Russian Legation here:t i 


M. Raymond Lecomte, the French Minister, presented his credentials in 
Pelee a very retired life and is not much. ioe in society. He has dna 
iualking the worst of everything, but I have always found him a pleasent companion 
ois cloves, and Tam told by those who havo heen privilozed to read them that ho 
writes admirable despatches to his Government, in which he proves that ho has a 
sound sppreiation of tho Politi situation jn Pareia and displays much loos anreasm 

a enso of ersians tha i i 
He is fond of objae Sark and ie-well taal en nner 


Prince Henry XXXT of Reuse, the Gorman Minister, i ial i 
the Ce , Presented hia credentials in 
the later pare of tho aummor of 1012 and immediately went home on leave, roturni 
hora in February 1913. “He came here from Caloutt, ‘where he hisd beon consulsgonerat, 
haa nothing but bad to say of India and Indian life) “He has boon exceedingly 
active in pushing German commercial interests during his stay hore, and is at prosent 
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employed in trying to increase German consular representation in the country. His- 
activities in this connection, as well as his Javish hospitality towards the Swedish 
colony, haye caused considerable comment and a little friction-t 


‘Signor Montagna, the Italian Minister, presented his credentials as Minister in the 
swinmer of 1911, haying heon here for some time previously as Chargé d’Affaires. I 
kney him formésly ia Washington, where ho acted in 1005-6 ns Ohangé dA Miaires’ for 
a considerable period. Ho is a young Minister, and at one time, I understand, made 
himself tiresome in consequence of his insatiable thirst for information. He married a 
daughter of the Austrian Minister in ‘Tehran last year and is expected back from his 
honeymoon shortly. : 

During his absence Count Nani di Mocenigo has acted! as Chargé d’Affaires. He 
isa young man who has seen service at St, Petersburgh and Constantinople. He has 
Teen actively employed here in assisting his commercial attaché to push Ttalian 
commorcial intorests without any very marked guccess or in any way detrimental to 
onselves, Ho is a pleasant man and a warm admirer of tho English. 


Russian Legation—M. Soblino, who had acted ay Chargé d'Affaires since 
M, Poklovsky-Kozioll left in the spring of 1913, left at the beginning of March shortly 
aftor the artival of the now Minister, M, Korostovetz, He proved himself during: 
tho long poriod that he was in charge of Russian interests a charming colleague, 
capable and prudent. . ‘ 

Sinco his departure it has been a little difficult to work in as cordial co-operation 
with the Russian representative as has bean possible during the past two years, as he 
would riot appear at present to quite understand the peculiar position of genuine 
éo-operation hetween the British and Russian reprosontatives at Tehran which has 
hitherto been a happy outcome of the Anglo-Russian Convention. 

After sorvinig int Peking and Mongolia, where M. Korostavotz showed himself a 
stalwart oxponint of the views of that party in the Russian Ministry for Foroign Affairs 
which advocates the expansion of the Russian frontier, ie was transferred here, where 
ho might usefully have sorved before tho Anglo-Russian Convention, but where his 
activities are now restricted by that instrumont. He is clearly recognised at home as 
an expouent of the expansionist.” schdol, as he has told me that he was repeatedly 
warned beforo leaving St. Petersburgh that thero must be no annexation. He hos 
novortholes boon sadulouly working since his arsval on the lines of policy of the 
above-mentioned school of thought, but has always been very ready to listen to 
my arguments, proving how dangerous to the maintenaneo of the integrity and 
independence of Persia such a policy really'is. : 

‘The Persian Government are afraid of what he may do and say next, and are 
constatitly on the alert for now ‘interviews which enterprising journalists may 
obtain from his Bxcellency on Peraia’s future and current questions. 


M. de Romero-Dusmet, the Spanish Minister, blossomed into this ‘position from 
that of Ohargé Affaires in August 1913. He came here from Mexico in the autumn. 
of 1911, Ho has no Spanish subjects anywhere in Persia to protect and an 
infinitesimally small trade, He finds but little, therefore, to occupy his time, which 
he passes sketching, playing lawn tennis, aud riding.t 


Lurkish Bribassy.—Since my report dated the 6th May, 1913, on Emin Bey, the 
‘Turkish Ambassador, another Ambassidor, Sadr-éd-Din Boy, has come and gono, and 
4 new Ambassador, Assim ‘ourgond Boy, presented his credentials in March of this 
yoar, making the fourth Ambassador in two and a half years, 

Thaye not yet lind much opportunity of conversation with Assim Tourgoud Bey, 
but what T.have seen of him has created a good impression. His outlook on foreign 
politics is Huropean rather than Turkish, aud he is able to discuss all ‘such questions 
with marked intelligence, He attributes this to the fact that between the age of 18 
and 49 he only pont somo seven months in his own country. 

Ho was lately Minister for Foreign Affairs in Constantinople. 

I thinks both he and his wife (an Austrian lady) aro likely to be assets in our small 
socioty here. It is to be hoped that hie Bxeelioney will not find the small xéle, which 
is cguntey to-day plays i Persia inksonte; and shat thsre will now be'an’end to, thie 


Naleidoreopie oppearanee and disappearance of Turkish reprsentatives. is pre 


decestior busied himself too much in matters that did not concern him. Assim Bey is 
man of greater experience and more matured judgment, This fact, and the natural 
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intelligence with which he is endowed, make it probable that he will make a 
5 0d 
of the great influence a Turkish Ambassador can always aoquire here. He hae told 
me that his instructions atv to support the policy: of His Majesty's Government in 
ia, 





(19614) No. 73, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir E rey.—(Reseived May 4 
ie im) to Sin Bavcard Grey.—(Reoeived May 4.) 
ir, Teivran, April 15, 1914, 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram which 1 Thee 
addressed to the acting British consul. at, Shiraz, reporting a conversation that 1 hil 
yesterday with Ninitaj Khanum, a well-known Indy, emissary of Soulot-ed-Dowleh, T 
‘Was careful to use gunrded language in my conversation with this lady, who is « known 
intriguer, but it was refreshing in this country, where wowan is ui intelleetual cypher 
as far as the general public is concerned, to mect one with such n xeady flow of 
conversation as that possessed by Nimitaj Khanum, more especially when what she sail 
displayed not ouly a thorough knowledge of the subject undor discussion, but a vendy 
apprecintion of the arguments used in connection with it 

Aldiough Nimtaj Khanum asserted that Soulered-Dowleh is most desirous of 
coming to terms with Kawam-ul-Mulk, it was quite clear that. elie fully realises that 
such a nécoueiliation is beyond the bounds of probable possibilities, Hor complaints 
that Kawam had shown a suspicious want of confidence in Soulot, in that he bid not 
asked him to send a small force to his assistanco when he (Kawam) was in didliculttes 
at Faso} furnished me with an argument, that the same apparent want of confidence in 
Muklber-eg-Sultanch, as shown by Soulet’s yeluctance to go to Shiraz, not unreasonably, 
rode the Governor-General somewhat suspicious af Soulet's asstirineus, I, of couree, 
Knew that at the moment when the Kawam was in a) difficult, situation—indeod, 
practically besieged at Faso—ho Sal complatued bitterly to tho Minister of th I 

hat Soulot was intriguing against him from his winter quartare, which close! 
tho district in whieh Kawaun was then operating Se ONE 

‘The fact that Soulet and his brothors have now made up their difforenees; and that 
there is reason to hope, as Nimtaj Khanum averred, that’ the reconciliation may be 
lasting, should havo a good offoct upon the situation in ars, It is also w good sity, 
F think, that Soulet should haye made several overtures to securo the good-will of His 
Majesty's Government, because it would appear to show that the chiefs of the important 
Koshgai tribe, though stronger from having become united, recognise tliat the Persiun 
Government has  force—the gendarmerio—which must he respected, 

Before answering the question of tho desirability of Soulet's coniing to ‘Tehran, L 
shal snk tho opinion of she eomputent Porsan Ministers. au avait an exprostion of 
the views of Major O'Connor. It would appear to me, personally, desirable that he 
should come to’T'ehran and should soo for himself that the Government lis a force at 
Ispaban under Swedish officers; that, tho streots of the capital aro orderly, thanks 10 
the presence of a police fores organised by Swedish officors, and that there 8 yet a 
decent number of gendarmes left to guarantee the protection of the town and jinpress 
tribesmen. It is to be hoped that Russian opposition to the gendarmerie will have: 
been withdrawn in time to enable such a forces to have been formed before’ the 
coronation. Recruiting is now going on briskly. 

‘The question of the gendarmerie in Fars and the Kazerm incident have been 
dealt with in an accompanying despatch, and it merely remaing for mo to add a fow 
words abont the Governor-enoral. Ain-ed-Dowleh’s withdrawal from office has left 
ug with no one to control sucht important Jocal factors ay’ Kawam and Soulet, — Tt there 
fore appeared to me desirable that all differences with Mukhiber-es-Siltaneh should be 
patched up, if possible, and that ho should continue to hold the post, Alu-cs-Snltauels 
Who has assumed, for the time being, thie post of Minister of the Interior, lias asked. 
me, of his own acoord, to furthor such a policy, for the presant, at Teast. 1 consented, 
as Lam of opinion that wye should have didicully ih ndkug a mu as wall suite ec tea 
ost and as accommodating us the present Governor-General Moreover, T am some 
what disposed to think that, his Excellency has been driven somawhat hard by. the 

hoads of the Kuropeanly-directed inotitutions, and that the transformation to European 
methods hus been perhaps somewhat rushed in a provitice where peuce and order ato 
barely established. Certainly in no otlier province have the new methods heen pushed 
80 vigorously. 
{1684] -2@ 
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After discussing the matter with General Hjolmarson and M. Morard, both 
agreed to instruct their representatives at Shiraz to goa little slower and to take 
greater cate not to do anything that wyould lesson the prestige of the Governor-General 
in the eyes of the notables and people of the province. I have also instructed Major 
O'Connor to restrain the representatives of the gendarmerie and the Financial 
‘Administration from asking too much of tha patience of Mukhber-es-Sultaneh. Before 
his resignation, Ain-d-Dowleh, to whom T had also spoken in the sense of 
endeavouring to croate a better atmosphere at Shiraz, had telegraphed to the 
Governor-General that he must conform more to the times, snd not thwart the 
achomes of the European Administrations. ‘To this exhortation his Excellenoy replied 
by a voluminous telegram, recounting all his grievances, and. asserting, that, if the 
gendarmes and the Belgians were withdrawn, he could Keep order and collect all the 
faxes without any difficulty. He has now been told that conciliation has been preached 
to all parties, that he must do his best to mest his European coadjutors in a friendly 
spirityand that he must put all such preposterous ideas that he can maintain order aud 
Collect the revenue with his own resources out of his head, since, even if he could 
‘accomplish such'a task, no one is going to risk the inevitablo results of his almost 
cortain failure, 
Thave, &e. 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 73. 
Sir W; Townley to Acting Consul O'Connor, 
(No, 69.) 


(@elegraphic.), Tehran, April 15, 1914. 

Ai MAS KHANUM called upon me yesterday with messages from Soulet to the 
effect, that ho is prepared to do my bidding if T would only indicate to her the outlines 
of the conduct This Majesty's Government expects from him. 

Troplied that it must bo clearly understood that there could be no question of our 
talking sides in the partisan questions of Bars, and that it must [?not] be taken that any 
friondly message T might send to Soulot indicated a loaning towards him rather than 
towards Kayam, ‘The solo object of THis Majesty's Goyernment is to bring about the 
restoration of order in Persia, such a condition of affairs being as much to British 
interests as to Persian, Fars has for long supplied a most difficult probate and the 
complete restoration of order there would miean setting an inyalnable example to the 
rest of Persia, or this purpose I looked to all the men of influence in Fars to co- 
operate with the Governor-General and the Government i stitutions, such as the 

endarmeri¢ and tho Finance Administration, All personal differences should be sunk 
fi the common aim, and, although it, might be too much to expect a frank and cordial 
reconciliation betweon Soulet and Kawam, there was no reason why both should not 
éo-operate in the common cause without coming into collision or displaying regrettable 
rivalry. Lurged'that Soulet should prove his good intentions by paying a visit to the 
Governior-Gonoral at Shiraz, and I guaranteed that he coul do so without fear, I 
argued that, a8 long ax ho hesitated to clo 0, it was mot easy to place perfect reliance 
in his assurances of good-will and loyal co-operation with the representative of the 
Government, I said that I trusted that the reconciliation between Soulet and his 
brothots would prove lasting and that it would be fraitful of good results. 

Nitntaj replied that the brothers! reconciliation will be durable, that Soalet will 
go to Shiraz, as I wish him to do so, and that ‘he is most anxious to prove his desire to 
‘actag 1 indicated. She complained that Kawam had shown a want of confidence in 
Soulet in not seeking his help wlion he was hard pressed at Fasa, and pointed out that, 
‘as a resident at Shiraz, he has more ready access to the ear of the Governor-General 
than Soulet, who is most anxious to be reconciled to him, She urged that Soulet 
should be givon an entirely free hand in the management of the Kashgais, and that he 
would undertake to colloct the taxes, and she asked that we would give Soulet 
Bssurances which would guarantee him protection from all. subsequent Governors 
General in the absolute control of the large tribes subject to him. 

7 said that it was obviously impossible for me to promise euch assurances, which, 
for a foreign Government to give to the eatyect of a friendly Power, would be an 
éneroachtnent upon the sovereign rights of the latter, 

Nimtaj then, of her own accord, asked whether Soulet would do well to come to 
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‘Tehran. I replied that T would think the matter over and Jet her know, but that it 


speared to mo at first sight that ho might well do so for the coronation. She said 


oan pes rec eaa rnc such a following as I considered suitable if I expressed a 





(19615) No. 74. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Reedived May 4,) 


80.110) 


7% Tehran, April 15, 1914. 
ot ah AVE ti Donon to forward to you herewith copy ofa very inlerating aoGounk 
Tecent tions of the i is j 
of the resent operations ofthe geadarmero at aryl furnished by Major Sea, 
Thavo, &e. 


WALTER TOWNLAY, 


Enclosure in No, 74. 
Report of Operations of the Gendarmerie at Burujird, 


,__ THE following account of the gendarmerie operations near Burujird) is contai 
ina letter written to me by Captain Nystzoom, ated Burujied, the 20th March, and i 
supplemented by conversation with Major Moollor on hia arrival here, ‘ 

. The force under Major Skoldebrand, numbering about 600 men (400 had already 
arrived in pad under Major Moeller, and about 160 had bean left in Sultanabad 
under Captain Gleorup) arrived. at Burujivd on tho 21st March, aftor an engagement 
re 10 immediate vicity of the town with a body of about 400 to 500, Daea aise 

ve and a-alf hours. ‘he gexdarmerio column waa much hampered by its supply 
column (2,000 metres in Iength), and the necessity of protecting’ the lator made the 
rout, vory Jong aud weak, Captain Nystroem, with the squadron from the officers 
and non-commissioned officers school and « section of dismofnted gendarmes was’ in 
advance, and had the brunt of the fighting to bogin with. He was roinforoed bya 
maxim and the two mountain-guns shortly after the Lure attacked. ‘The Lira attacked 
on horseback, firing from the saddle, and exhibited great bravery, charging repeatod) 
right up to the gondaralerin line in spite of the monutain-guns, wl ie were well 
served. The gendarmes behaved exceedingly well. Major Hill, the votorinary offic, 
took an active part, and delivered a telling counterattack on the Lur left with two 
sections of dismonnted gendarmes, Major Moeller, who was in Burnjird, came out, to 
pu onerale with the mounted men of his detachment, numbering about 100, and 
fa leavonred to get round the left flank of the Lurs. ‘The latter had, however, already 
begun to retire, and fled at his approach, Captain Nyatroom is full of praise of Major 
apace conduct of the affair, and of his conlnesi and judgment, The Lure 
IPyounde, ‘killed and wounded, while the gendarmerie losses were only 1 killed and 
arrival in Burujird, the gendarmerie set to work to strengthen and rebuild 
oe, walls of the town, a work already begun by Major Moeller, ae had also. ee 

Burnjird-Sultanabad road. ‘The gendarmerie have also destroyed a number of 
Lur towers in the environs of the town, and are now about to establish posts in its 
neighbourhood. Constant small fights between small parties of Lurs and ‘the 
gendarmerie haye taken place, during ono of which Captain Nystroem, whose squadron 
Was engaged in reconnaissance ditty, lost 1 killed and 1 wounded, while inflicting 
considerable loss on the enemy. ‘The gendarmerie have confiscated abont 4100 rifles 
and a considerable quantity of lead and powder. It is not anticipated that very rapid 
progress can be made towards the coeroion of the Lnrs, or the settlement of the 

urnjird-Khoremabad road owing to the numerical woakness of the force, and 
the fact that the numerous villages are full of Lurs or their sympathixers. ‘The 
ndarmerie, however, ate rightly confining their attention at present to consolidating 
their position in the town and its environs, and the inhabitants, who were at first 
reluctant to disclose the identity of the leading spirits of opposition owing to thoir 
poe con nee sould soon, pe BaEDee leet ee retire and leave them 
ihe mercy of the Lurs, are now realising that the force has come to stay, 
equi toanaist Maton Gia clta oeandi ee EN 
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Major Moeller, who arrived! in Tehran on the 9th instant, having been transferred 
to the Shiraz regiment, was attacked on route hetween Sultsnabad and Kum by a gang 
of bandits under 1 notorious leader named Abbas, who has been hunted by the 
gendarmerie for the past two years on the Hamadan road. ‘Though wounded, Major 
Moeller succeeded, with his orderly, in killing four of his assailants, including Abbas 
himself. ‘Whreo gendarmes, including a Persian officer, who were accompanying some 
fourgons which were travelling at tho camo timo as Major Moeller, were killed while 
endeavouring to assist the latter. ‘This is. tho first time that the security of the 
Kum-Sultanabad road has been troubled during the occupation of it by the gendarmics, 
Wis hetovorty that the robbors ware disguised se gendarme. Major Mosler snot 

‘ously injured, and it is hoped that he will shortly be able to leave for Shira, 
seriously injured, and it is hop aera 


Teliran, April 12, 1914. Military Attaché. 





[19617] No. 75. 
ir W. Towiley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 4.) 


a ee ape) Tehran, April 15, 1914. 
WITH reforence to your telegram No, 73 of the 7th instant, T have the honour to 
report that the question of the installation of wireless telegraphy in Persia is at 
present as folloyis :— 


‘The ‘Pelian diveetor of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company has mate repeated 
applications 10. the Minister of Posts and Tolegraphs for a concession for the 
institution of wireloss colography throughout Persia, ‘Tho Minister procrastinated 
Until pressed for @ definite roply, whereupon he referred the matter to his financial 
Aido, who, as you are aware, is an Englishman, for an expression of his opinion, ‘The 
lnttor advised’ the Minister to refuse such a concession as it would not be in the 
interests of the Porsian Tolograph Administration. Tt is unlikely that any negotiation 
in regard to this question will be undertaken by the Minister, who knows vory little 
about telegraphs, without consulting Mr, New. E fa 

* Wireless” experiments have, I understand, been made in Azerbaijan. Thess, 
itis eid, wore undertaken by the Russian suilltary forces operating in those parts 
‘and this contention is borne out by the report that the apparatus formed part of the 
canipmont of the Russion field force, ‘The experiments in question are said to: have 
‘been mde between Urmia and Khoi, i 

Tt has been impossible. to ascertain whether the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph 
Company played any part, directly or indirectly, in these exporiments. But 1 am 
reminded that the managing director of the company in London visited Tabriz’ last 
summon his wish to secure a*wwireless” concession miay have been oie of the reasons 
which, influenced this visit. é 

om the point of view of the Indo-Buropean Tulograph Dopartment it would of 
sours be inadvisable that the Indo-European Telegraph Company should obtain a 
concession for the installation of swirolesa telegraphy: throughout Persia, Should the 
Persian Goyernment havo any stich scheme under consideration, tho department should 
bo given the option of all installations which may be considered necessary in the 
British sphere of inflionce, and also, if possible, in the neutral sphere. : 

Tspoke to the Prime Miniater recently on the subject, and sad that no concession 
Of this nature can be granted without previous consultation with the Indo-Kuropean 
Tolograph Department. 0 ’ x 

Sf be isn sa veces pour enteteeioue on this question as soon as may be 
convenient, as it would be advisable to address the Persian Government in this sense 
at an carly date, 

Thave, &. 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 





uz 
[19569] No 76. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdicard Grey.— (Received May 4.) 
No. 121.) 


ir, 8¢, Petersburgh, April 20, 1914, 

IN the course ofa conyersation which Thad with the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
on the 27th instant, T pale to his [xcellency in the terms: of your spatel, No} 164 
of the 23rd instant, on the subject of the Persian’ Cossack brigade and the gendarmerie 
under Swedish officers, and left with him an aide-mémoire embodying the contents of 
that despatch. 

ry friendly spirit, said that he would 
careful examination of the aide-mémoire 
er, he could tell mo that the Russian 
ofa scheme for the reorganistion of the 
Cossack brigade and, though he did not know Whetherit would go as far as you wished 
it to do, he could assure ine that, ho was anost anxious to put that brigade cog proper 
footing and to mect the wishes of the Persian Government. more especially with regaivd 
to its dependence on the Persian authorities and the conilitions of pay, &e, 

As regarded the employment of the gendarmerie in tho Russiin ephero, M. Sazonot 
said that he could never consent to its operations being extended to those districts 
Which wero at present in occupation by Russian troops, or to ite replacing those troops 
when they were eventually withdrawn, In view of i¢ Violent anti-Russian campaign 
at present proceeding in Swoden, under Germau inspiration, Russian pitlic opinion 
would never tolerate the presence close to the I issian frontier of gendarmerie 
commanded by Swedish officers. 

Lassured M. Suzonof that the Sivedish officers could ba tristed to do thein duty 
free from any p eal hias and reminded him that, it) was entirely dud to their eflorts 
that Russian trade had not suffered in those portions of the Ruasian sphere whare there 
‘were no Russian troops, as the gendarmerie had restored ordor on the Raractimatee 
road and on the roads from Resht to beyond Kum, and from thenee on to Sultinabad, 
M. Sazonof did not deny this fact and Bayo me to understand that he would raise no 
objections to the gendarmerie under Swodish officers continuing ts ‘operate, “as at 
Prevent, in the north of Persia, on tho undorstanding that it was to-he rogarded purely 
as a police. force for maintaining order along: the ronds, ‘Tho reorganised. Lorainy 
Cossack brigade, when oneo it hadiattained the Proper standard of efficienoy would, 
he ee paral, replace the Russian troops in the districts whore the Inttox Were now 
stationed, 

Speaking next of the improvement which has recently taken place in tho onctal 
situation in Persia, M. Sazonof proceeded to say that it. waa necessary that Russian 
influence should remain predominent in the north aud that this was 4 point dn)which 
he could not yield, He was quite ready, on his part, to leave us a frve hand in the 
south, and we were quite at lborty to sund troops to occupy porta on this Potstan Quit 
if weiwished to. 

I replied that the one thing which we desired to avoid was to have to send troops 
to South Persia, and that lour main objoct was to maintain the independence and 
integrity of Persia and to try and build up a strong and stabla administration, Wo. 
had not the slightest wish to dispute Russia's predominant influence in the north, but. 
the ‘situation there made me fool rather nervous with rogard to the future My 
attention lad recently been called by a gentleman resident in St. Potersburgh to the 
fact that many Russians in high position were speculating ini the’ purchinse ef land ia 
Azerbaijan, on the assumption that that province would ere long bo incorporated fn 
the Russian Empire and chat consequently their legal title to ean Tand would not, be 
challenged on the account of the very questionable methods by which it had been 
acquired. M. Saronof said that he was aware that, on the side. Astorabad, thore had 
deena cortain immigration of Russians who desired to settle in Persia, but that, even if 
what Thad told bim about Azerbaijan was true the Russian Goyerninent had no 
intention of annexing that province and that no Pressure on the part of interested 
persons could foree them to do'so, 

conversation. then turned on the question as to who was best fitted to fill 
the post of Persian Primo Minister after the coronation of the young Shah, I remarked 
that from all that I had heard of him, Ain-ed-Dowleh seemed. to be by far the most, 
capablo of Persinn statesinon and that it was, belived, in. groat measure owing to 
the misrepresentations of his political opponents that the Russian Government hed ok 
Tate adopted so hostile an attitude towards him. Saad-ed-Dowleh, on the other hand, 
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hind according to all accounts no following in the country and would moreover prove, 
if once established in office, a far more difficult man to deal with than Ain-ed-Dowleh, 
M, Sazonof replied that Saad was the one strong man capable of dealing with the 
resent situation, but that, as he knew shat you. were opposed to him, he would not press 
is claims, He could not, however, accopt Ain-ed-Dowlch and thought that it would 
be best if Sir Walter Townley and M. Korostovetz were to confer together and to 
endeavour to orrve at an understanding on tho subjot 
With regard to tho question, recently mooted by the Persian Minister here, of an 
advance tobe made to the Persian Government on the occasion of the coronation, 
M. Sazonof observed that, though the present Minister of Finance might not make so 
many difficulties respecting such an advance as M. Kokovtsot had always done, he 
Would anced Seuinly ieniek toa) OMIaIGg Food Abe Poni Corea oes 
concession, like that for the Lake of Urumiah, in return for it. 
Thave, &. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





(19730) No. 77, 
Consul:Goneral Sir 0. Hortalet to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Received May 4.) 


(No. 35. Confidential.) 
Sir, Antreerp, May 1, 1914. 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despateh No. 26 of the 
16th vltimo, forwarding 2 copy of a confidential communication to the Foreign Office 
from the Board of Prado, on the subject of trade in tho Persian Gulf. 

T observe in the first paragraph, commencing on p. 2 of the Board of Trade lettox, 
a statement that arrangements have boon made for a regular monthly sailing of 
Bucknall Line or British India vossel from Antwerp to the Gulf. So far as 1 can 
ascertain at Antwerp this arrangement ia unknown. ‘There is, a8 I have previously 
reported, a regular sorviog recently started of tho Hall Line from Antwerp to Gulf ports, 
with monthly sailings, and it is possible that this. service may have boon confounded 
with the Bucknall Lino, since both are nnder the direotion of the same group, viz., the 
Blerman Lines. Tt is, of course, possible that a new sexvice of the Bucknall Line is 
contemplated, particulars of which have not-yet been divulged. As rewards a sailing 

the British Tudin Line from Antwerp to the Gulf, nothing is known ty’ the gents 
of tho company hore, Hithorto tho British India’ have never hind a direct. service 
trailing between Antwerp and Gulf ports, but have carried goods from this pon 
consigned to the Persian Gulf by transhipment at Karachi into vessels of the same fine. 

Tigathes that the Hall Line has como to an ualesstanding. with the Hamburg- 
Amorica Line a8 to freight tates between Antwerp and the Persian Gulf, which aro 
idontical by both the British and German services, the lines concerned working in 
complete harmony, but T was unaware that thors had been a similar arrangement in 
regard to a servies of the Bucknall Lino or the British India. 

Thave, &e, 
OEOIL HERTSLET. 





(20207) No. 78, 

Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Recoived May 6.) 
(No, 120.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Re Tehran, May 6, 1914, 

MY telegram No. 115 of 30th April. 

Persian agent of the financial administration at Kazerun has been arrested by 
the commandant of the gendarmerie, certain correspondence captured having proved 
that ho was in criminal communication with brigands. 'To protect the prestige of the 
adiinistration, Swodish officer has given out that he was arrested at the request of the 
Belgian financial agent at Shiraz, 

T report the incident as it may be maliciously misrepresented from Kazerun, 
whore it is clear that everyone's hand is against the gendarmerie. 
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120208) No. 79. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey, (Received May 6.) 


ee 121) 
felegraphic,) R, ‘chran, May 
iv: telegram No. 113 of 21st April: Death of Count tanaene eI 
Swodich officer deputed to visit and punish, if necessary, tho village whero 
Count Lewenhaupt and tivo Persian officers wore killed has returned to'Teleen’ Ho 
‘ells me that the incident seems to havo arisen from an unfortimaty misuiderstanding 
due, he believes, rather to fear of the gendanmerio than to any genuinely libsile 
eee fe ae aul pepe Araeest ay @ strong position in mountains, 
m which it would have been impossible to dislodge the: r 
Hse neh 1 elas bee por ige them without a much larger 
Jegnorant newspaper speculation upon this fucident and that in which Major Moeller 
‘was concerned would appear to have given impression that propor military precatcions 
yere not taken. “There would appear to me to be no grounds for such a chat oF 
Such unfortunate incidents are bound to occur in a eountry infosted by brigands, who 
can only be exterminated gradually, A noted outlaw and three or four of his followers 
ak shot during expedition sent to enquire into circumstances, attending Lewenhaupt’s 
lath. 





[20289] No. 80. 
o.tzey SW Proney o Sir Bitar Grey.—(Reccioed Moy 7.) 


(Telegraphic.) TR. Pelwan, May 7, 19s 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative at Tabrig 2“! 7 1M 
‘The Apoheron Rogiment, numbering betwoen 400 and 600 men, left Tabriz thie 

morning for the Caucasus. My Russian colleague informs me that they will uot be 

replaced, and, farther, that field battery No, 21 will follow at the ond of the week. he 


Obirvan Regiment, now at, Gustehi, on Urumin Tako, is; my Reeeiay ce 
also under orders to leave.” SE eee 





(20338) No. 81. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Recoived May is 
re AT ' y ( 1.) 
‘legraphic) . Tehran, May 7, 1914, 

AWKWARD situat ion connected with:the payment of taxes by Bead subjects 
and protected persons in Azerbaijan has now arisen, ‘TreasurerCenoral. proposed 
arrangement with the Russian Minister in tho name of the ‘Persian Government 
under which these Perea should pay their taxes into w special account at the 
Russian Bank through the Russian consulate-general, the money to’ bo omployed. in 
meeting various Russian claims, ‘The Russian Minister at once instructed tho Russian 
consul-genoral sosordingl, and @ public notification to the above effect appeared in the 
‘Tabriz newspapers. ‘This was the first that the Porian Goverement heard of the 
affair. When. taxed the Treasurer-General asserted that his intentions had been 
misunderstood, but it would appear that a letter which he wrote to the Russian 
Minister clear!: conveyed this impression. The Persian Government has now. officially 
informed the ‘ussian Minister that the ‘Treasurer-General acted without instructions; 
that he exceeded his‘powers in so doing; and that his action is disavowed, such an. 
arrangement being unacceptable and impossible. Tha Treasurer-Genoral has at the 
same time threatened to withdraw all the Belgian financial agents from Azerbaijan 
if the Russians persist in handling the taxes dué from Russian-protected persons and 
subjects in the manner described above. 

‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday asked me to ‘bring matters to your 


notice in the hope that you might see fit to cause representation to be made at 


St. Potorsburgh, pointing out how impossible it is for the Persian Government v6 
sanction such an arrangement. 
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Tt now transpires that two-thirds of the revenues of Azerbaijan are due frour 
Russians, Russian-protected persons, and from properties belonging to Persians leased 
to such persons. ‘The raising of this question has served to reveal openly the illegal 
hold which Russian interests have acquired over the largest province in Persia. 





(20718) No. & 
Sir W. Garatin to Porvign Office (Received May 9.) 


Sir, a b 8, Bishopsgate, London, May 8, 1914. 

SOCIETY internationale d'itudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan. 

With reforonce to my letter of the 91h ultimo, I have the honour to inform you 
that the ‘Memorandum’ for communication to the Russian Government which 
Accompanied your letter of the Sih April, 1914, has been duly brought to the notice of 
the Société internationale d'Etudes. 

A meeting vas held in Paris on the 2nd May, at which careful consideration was 

en 0 the general principles, as well as to the points of detail, set forth in the 
a1 Office memorandum in so fax as they affect the intorests of the Société 
les, 

The comments whieh the Société as a whole considers appropriate will find 
expression in’ memorandum which is in course of proparation and will shortly be 
presented to the Poreigu Office, Inthe meantime, the British group think that they 
ought to lose no time in laying before the Sevretary of State for Foreign Affairs. a 
statement of their views on those aspects of the subject which specifically affeot their 
own group. 

Your covering letter of the Sth ultimo now under reply draws attention to the 
hecessity of an agreoment between the Société d'Etudes, on the one hand, and: two 
syndicates, constituting the Greenway: group, on the other. 

Tn the memorandum it is explained thatthe form of agreement which His Majesty 
Governmont have in view, and without which they are not propared to give support to 
tho Société d'Bhides, would inyolve amilgamation of the two syndicates (viz., the 
Kerman Mining Syndicate and the Persian Railways Syndicate) with the Société.” An 
outline of tho terms under which His Majesty's Government and the Greenway group 
would favour the said amalgamation is added. 

‘Dhese terins, if accepted, would result in the following position — 


he Société would obtain. official ‘support for (hie application to the Ponsin 


authorities for a railway concession across Persia, to which would attach rights to the 
minerals (exclusive, so far as Southern Persia ig concerned, of oil and mines already 
Jocated) in a zone on each side of the projected line. 


AS consideration for stich support, the Société would— 


(11) Commit itself, in principle, to the construction, at its own cost, of w railwva 
on the alignment now indicated (subject to Russian approval) by the Britia 
Government. 

(%,), Agree to co-operate in procuring the Rus 
ratification of the Kerman mining concession, 

(¢.) Guarantee, in the event of the railway being built, adequate facilities for the 
carriage of the Korman Mining Syndicate's products, 

(i) Agree, in the event of mining rights within the proposed railway-belt being 
obtained by the Société, to administor those rights by moans of a sub-company in 
which the Kerman Syndicate would be given participation, 

(c,) Agree, in the event of port concession being obtained, to administer it by 
moans of a sub-company in which other British enterprises would bo. given 
participation, 

(f.) Agreo to cuuso the British group to fuse their interests, if terms acceptable to 
both parties can be arranged, with those of tho Ponsian Railways Syndicate 


Government's support for the 


‘The British group having been thus reorganised, the Société d'Etudes as a whole 
would be required (in accordance with previous correspoudenoe) to divide itself into 
two constitients-—a northern company, iu which the British interest would be 7 per 
cent, aud @ southern company, in which the British interest would be 60 per cont. 

AS soon a8 construction had been started by the northern company, the southern 


merits, to obtain fr 
development, 
7 


remark that the selection of a: 
Société’s control. Tho other 
nature to place difficulties i 
might not unreasonably have 

up Bee it, is to concentrat 


i being (at any 
tish: group are 
rit; Lut they 


memorandum with whic 
for their co-operition. 


from British investors the funds ‘necessary 
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ie Object: of 


elioving that 


diately concerned, but i 


it bo proper and 
ich the eniterpriso 
mamental sources 


dl, have lost no opportunity of mnaking iv 
ment regulation could not hope, on its own 
for its construction and 


iété d'Eindes now find themselves for the first, 


scope of the undertaking in whioh thoy are asked 


Sooing that it is still 
‘aside for the moment, 


route lias heen imposed by. 


conditions prescribed seem to. th 

in the way of the Société, whero privil 

een looked for, 

ig ito its attention on 

ve no ambition for amalgamation with wyndic 
th whose operations 


‘The Société's. bu: 


ine. 
xl, the British group have boon 
ny their Govornmont could be 
Was entrusted. ‘The trad nave 
uve hud no voice, and whiok doparts 
original schemo was couccivedl, turns out 
iplied with, would transforin tho’ Sooiétd’s 
Hat of a conan. party, leaving as they 
special weight on tho shoulders of 
developing what has all the 
: unprofitable railway. 
iro 
f being able to x 


Thaye, &o, 
W. E. GARSTIN, 


— ee eee 


2T 








[20730] No. $3. 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 10.) 
(No, 126.) 


(Telegraphie,) Ry Tehran, May 10, 1914. 

LATEST reports from Burajird are to the effect that gendarmerie are in strong 
possession of town and surrounding positions; that tribes, realising that all attempts 
to caphure town are hopeless, are in full retreat; that about 4,500 arms of all sorts 
havo been confiscated, receipt being given in each case, and that situation is generally 
satisfactory, 

Depuly Governor has already left, and Governor-General Nizam-es-Sultanch 
leaves in a fow days. He has mado a good working arrangement with gondarmerie 
which may, I hope, seoure cordial co-operation betweon them. He will | 
force of about 600 mon, It i i i 


Unfounded rumours have recently been circulated that gendarmes were in 
precarious position, 





(20781) No. 84. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 10.) 
No, 12%) 
‘Telographic.) Tehran, May 10, 1914. 

YouR telegram No, 85 of 7th May: Advance for gendarmerie. 

Financial situation is extremely critical, and there is grave danger of a general 
dislocation if no money is forthcoming for the gendarmerie. It ia not improbable that 
the detached gendarmes may pilfer on the roads if their pay is not forthcoming, and 
thus bring discredit on the administration which it would take months of good conduct 
to restore, 

‘Preusuror-Genoral says that 100,0001, would enable him to tide over the 
coronation, though he would haye to find funds to meet expenses to be incurred on that 
ovcasion, After that date revenues will commence to come in again. Sale of 
Crown jowels is again being considered, but the Government will not take such a step 
‘as near date of coronation. Persian Government is wnwilling to have recourse to two 
Governments for an advance, because it dreads the probable nature of Russian 
demands, Unless His Majesty's Government can come to the assistance of the 
Goyernmeut in tho manner indicated in the letter from Mr. Wood or Russian opposition 
to mining concessions is withdrawn, I see no chance of avoiding a catastrophe which 
will undo all the progress recently made. 

‘Treasurer-General has run things too fine in his desire to give Ministors'a real 
fright. He) probably counted on Imperial Bank of Persia helping him out of the 
difficulty ot the Inst moment. It is only thanks to their help at the seasonable 
moments that he has survived the last year 





120767) 


Sir L, Mallet to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 
(No. 805.) 
ir, Constantinople, May 5, 1914. 

IT HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a telegram from Lieutenant 
Wilson, deputy British commissioner on the Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 
suggesting that tho Turkish Government should be informed of an arrangoment 
whereby the Anslo-Persian Oil Company pay 4001, a year to the local Persian tribes 
for guard, and that they be agked not to interfere with this stato of affairs until such 
time na they shall be in a position to make satisfactory arrangements for themselves, 

Tam not of the opinion that eny useful purpose ‘could be served by taking any 
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action in the sense desired 
to your approval, to al 
Government, 


company: 
take 
im} 


Thave, &. 
LOUIS MALLET, 
——<$<—$— 


Enclosure in No. 85. 


Lieutenant Wilson to Sir L, Mallet. 
(Telegraphie:) BR Khanikir 
hanikin, May 1, 101 
4 TRANSPER to Turkey of lands north of Kasri-Shirin, in bc Me dbePersian 
oi vale at Chaisur are situated, will take placo during next fortnight, 
hie company at Present pay about 4001. a year to local. Persian tribes for guard, 
chiefly in return for indomnifying tho company, against all loss of property, &., by 


ee ‘Turkish Government will no doubt: before long object to continuance of this 


At the request of general manager of the oil. com, i 
8 ny, who is here, T beg to 
Suggest that Turkish Government bo ‘iformed of tis anangemont and aad foe. 
interfero in any way with existing stato of things at Chinsts until auch tine as thoy 
may 6 in a position to make satisfactory arrangements themselves for necessary. 


guards and also to indemnify company agai i i 
Shove enti agama company against loss which may: result from cession of 


(Addressed to Constantinople ; repeated to Toh 
Sent by post to Kermansiah and'Basad) 





(20768) No. 86. 


(0. 306) 

ir, Constantinople, May 4, 1914. 
hone ITH reterenco to my despatch No. 252 of the 1th of that antes T havo Cue 
honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch which I havo received from 


Mr, Wratislav, enclosing the procte-verbauce of tho fi H i 
Tee Tene a eutosing the prosbe-verbae of tho fiftonth to-ninetonth moctings of 


Sir L. Mallet to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.), 


Thave, 


ke. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


—<—<—<—<—<———— 
Enclosure 1 in No. 86. 
Mr. Wratislaw to Sir L, Mallet. 


Qio-28) 
ir, Camp Saiyid Hassan, Apri ®, 1914, 
HAVE: the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith copies of the rocks 
verbauz: of sittings of tho Commission teen to ninetaie, indluaives Sn ee 
Thave, &e. 
A. ©, WRATISEAW, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 86. 
Procka-verbal of Fifteenth Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


SEANCE tenue-prés de la rivitre ‘yb, lo-15 mars, 1914, cous Ja présidence de- 
M, le commissaire persan, fc 

Fitaient présents tous les commissaires et commissaires-adjoints, 

Mle president déclare la séance ouverte et donne lecture du procés-verbal de la 
dernitre séance, qui fut approuyé. ee wee 

Le corps technique fait observer que la Carte identique lui paraissant eulfisam- 
ment exacte, il trouve superflu de lever une nouvelle: fois le plan de la partie entre le 
‘ybiet Baksal sur la méme échelle. i 

Ma été décidé de laissex le corps technique libre de juger de la nécessité de lever 
un nouyean plan. é 

On a décidé de so rendre sur Jes lieux pour constator Ja ligne frontitre venant du 
Djebel Hamrine vers le Tyb et pour fairo planter les bornes nécessaires. 

Log eomnltsairee Ont aie écigor tus borne Vextrémité occidentale de Ia chatne 
du Djobel Hasurine oi celle-ci descend & piquo vers la rive gauche du ‘Tyb, et une 
seconde borne sur la rive droite, au pied des montagnes. La ligao-frontidre partant 
do la premitre de ces deux hornes (No. 23) attoint le Tyb en ligne droite ot en suit le 
medium filum aque jusqu'on face de la borne No. 24, 

Za prochaine séanco a été fixéo pour le 16 mars. ee ee 

En conséquence, on a arrété pendant cette séance la ligne de fronti¢re entre les 
bornos Nos. 28 et 24. 


Fait le 15 mars, 1914. 


Enelosure 3 in No. $6, 
Procve-vorbal of Sixteonth Meeting of Tuurco-Persian Prontier Commission. 


SEANGE tenne pres de la riyidre yb, le 16 mars, 1014, sous Ia présidence de 
M Ie commissaixe russe. 

Etaient présents tous los commissaires, 

MM, les commissaires ont apposé lours signatures aux proos-verbaux Nos, 11, 13, 
ot 14, i la copie persane de la Carte supplémentaire No. 1 et & Voriginal, ainsi quate 
quatre copies, de In Carte supplémentaira No, 2, 

Le corps technique a ensuite prosenté aux commissaires Ia description éerite de la 
frontidre et des bornes & partir do Ia horne No, 1 jusqu'a la rividre Douvarij. MM. Ios 
commissaires, ayant approuvé la desoription, ordonnent qu’ello aoit annoxée au présunt 
prochs-verbal. 

Uno discussion a ou lieu A propos dé 1a meilloure fagon d'indiquer sur les cartes 
Te trongon de Ia ligne frontibre comprise dans la Carte suppldmentaite No. 2 Les 
paralldles do longitude et de latitude tels qu'ils se trouvent marqués. sur. cotte 
carte ob sur la Carte idontique offrent uno différence trés sensible, ce qui empéchent 
de tracer la ligne ayeé exactitude sur la Carte identique. M. le commissaire russe 

ropose de tracer la frontibre sur la Carte supplémientairo et de laissor Ia partic de Ia 

arte identique en question sans tracé, en’y ajoutant une note portant que la Carte 
supplémentaire est substituée & la Carte identique pour ce qui concerne ladite section. 
M, le commissaire russe pense quill sorait bon do conipliéter parfois In description de 
Ja frontidve en indiquant la distance ontro certains de ses points et des points saillants 
des environs. 

‘Le programme des travaux pour le lendemain a été discuté, 


Fait le 16 mars, 1914. 


Descrreriox de la Frontidre et des Bornes. 





Position des Bornes et Description 
de la Frontites, 


Destxiption des Bornes, 
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126 





Tatitude, | Longitude, | Postion des Bornes ot Desaription 


de la Frontibre, 


Description dex Bornes. 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 86. 


Procds-vorbal of Seventeenth Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontior Commission. 


LA, Commission « parcourn la frontitre da ‘Tyb aw ravin de Zafnrani (limite de le 
partio délimité) on deux Stapes,e¢ une reuion a en ors eke ae mars, 1914, 
sous la présidence de M. le commissaire ottoman, 


Rtaient présents tous les 


‘commissaires, 


17 


On aidécidé|d’ériger une bome au ravin de Zafarani, 
prétérable dé connaitre au préalable lo tracé de la frontion 
oxamingr la carte de Baksat que le corps technique était en 
Tia 6té juaé opporinn de fournir & MM, les olficiars topograplies eettatnes données 
Se A rag Pour aivils puissont déterminer Tétondue de leurs plans. Ou. n one 
Siem AGL es Commissnires ottoman et porsan do formuler les lignes Héncralon de lore 
points de vue. 
mieux résoudre Ia question de 
Je commissaire’ porsan indique 
oxtréme limite méridionalo du plan quo. les 


de lever Ie plan 
 Binalement, on a déeidé de to 


Fait & Baksat, lo 20 wars, 1914, 
ee 
Enclosure 6 in No. 86. 
Procts-verbal of Highteonth Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 


_ SEANCE tenue 4 Baksai, le 21 mars, 1914, sous la présidence de M, Je coramis- 
‘saire britannique. 
taient présents tous les commissaires. 
On a signé Ie procts-verbal dela soiziime séanc 
frontitre y annex 


nile 33? 10% 
ur une copie réduite do Ta earto idantiques 
peraane so trouvant Gtr traobo do tello Zagon qu'elle dépassait 1a zone 
lentique, a ét6 modifiée afin d'entrer dais les limites presortos, 
Le texto do Vexpoié persan est comine exit: 


“Du point of la ligmo-trontibre arrivo au lit de Zafaranieh, elle suit lo ied dea 
montagnes jusqu'd une distance de 9 milles dela tour de Kaka Ali, Arrivée 1d, ladite 
tour étant considérée comme centre, elle forme im. demi-corcle, englobant Tmamyadle 
Seyed Mohammed ot autres dépondances de’ Boghi Chahi, 

“Arrive sur la ligne qui sert de diambire ‘audit demi-cercle, elle: passe par Ja 
éréte des monts Kalenyzan (Kataonsyaey ¢t Kélé Chir (Iéléschire) et va attoindto da 


rivitre de Guend a un point situé 4 3 milles do distance A Touest’ du 
confluent de cette riviére et du Gavi, 


“De ce point elle se dirige vers l’est en yemoutant Te cours de Guendjan-'Tehem. 
jusqu'an confluent ci-dessus mentionné," 


‘Le texte de exposé ottoman est comme suit’: 


“A partir da point ob la 1 
Zogferanich, la fronti’s 


route susdite et, aprds avoir traversé 
A quelque distance do cet endroit, elle continue & suivre Ia 
me Toute et arrive 4 In jonotion des deux branches de cote 
bre se dirige on ligne droite & un point de Teng-i-Coundjiun-Téhern 
marqué sur la Carte identique du mot ' aéflé,’" 


MAC 165 comnissnires ont diseité onsuito ta question des travanx topographiques 
qeusraris sux environs do Baksa ot do Seid Hassan. Tn vue dy restioindre la région 
le 


dont le evs sera nécessaire A faire, M. le conmissaite russe trouve avantagenx de 
Procéder aussi vite que possible 4 I'étude de la question de Ia frontidre. 
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On décide aussi de se réunir le 23 courant 410 heures du matin (le 22 étant le 
jour de la féte persane du Nouvel An), Durant catte séance MME les commissaires 
porsan eb ottoman présenteront leurs exposés définitifs et détaillés pour Is partie de la 
frontiére entre Zafarani et la latitude 33° 10", 


Fait A Baksai, le 21 mars, 1914. 


Enclosure 6 in No, 86, 


Prochs-verbal of Nineteonth Meeting of Turco-Persian. Frontier Comm esion. 


SEANCE tenue & Baksat, le 23 mars, 1914, sous le présidence de Mf le commis- 
suite pert 

Le procts-verbal de la dix-septidme eéanca a ét6 sigué et celui dota dernitre séance: 
Tu ot approuvé, 

Conformément & ce qui a ét6 convenu Ala séance préeédente, MM. lea commissaires 
persan et ottoman ont développé leurs points de vue au sujet des terrains de Baksat 
ot do Sold Hassan, 

M, lo commissaire persan fait son exposé le premier, Il dit qa’a la conférence 
@Brzeroum 1e commissaire ottowan dans sa réelamation n’a fait aucune mention de 
Baksal, Ion déduit la conclusion quo Ia possession desdits terrains n’était pas 
eontestée i cotte dpoquo, et vite le liyre de Dervich Pacha (chapitre XX), pour prouver 
que los terrains de Bakeat ot de Scifi ot Malhatayi (Seld Hassan) étaient oceupés alors 
par des tribus porsans, 

‘AL le commissaize ottoman présente ensuite son exposé, Tl lit quelques passages 
du livre de Dervich Paclia (ohiapitre XX) concernant Ia frontibre ot les tribus habitant 
los districta de Bokeal ¢8'd0Sold Hassan, Loe Felli, qui ensemble avec los Bani Lain 
habitaient 1a région comprise entre Jes rivitres de GoundjimTehem ot Gavi, se 
considéraient sujets ottomans, co qui est prouyé par le fait qu’ils ont immigré plus 

‘8 Beni Lam en territoire ture. Les vrais propriétaires des terrains étaient 
autres n’étant qe deg eultivateurs aw service des Beni Lam, 
niilionalité des diverses tribus 

M, lo commissaire porsan dit qmill réclame soulement co que Dotvich Pacha 
Tui-méine a dit appartenir d la Borse i Pépoque de In conclusion du ‘Traité d’Brzeroum. 
sa pal commisni ottoman wadmet pas que Derviek Pacha ait-ttribué Boksat 

a Perso, 
Je commissaire russe fait In recapitulation des questions qui ont été soulevées. 
La question A débatire ost de savoir si les torrains de Baksai ot do Malhatavi étaient 
en possession persane ow ottomane ’ I'époque dw ‘Traité d'Erzeroun. Il trouve que 
los prouves avancées des deux c6tés n'appuyent quo partiellement les réclamations 
faites, Les parties intéresedes devraient réciproquemant prendre en considération au 
moins, une partio des preuves adverses. M. le commissaire persan a répliqué que 
jnsqu'd présent lo commissaire ottoman n'avait’ pas-présenté de preuyes, étant donné 

no le livre de Dervich Pacha ne pout pas étre considérés commo tne preuye & Vsppui 
los réclamations tnrques. 

M. le commissaire ottoman roldve qu'il a‘présenté A la Commission 1es registres 
ouvernementaux do Bedrai dans lesquels iliest marqné que les torrains de Baksai et 
do Sold Hassan ont été donnés on affermage depuis une époque datant de quarante-trois. 
ans. Tayait dit qu'il ayait des tdmoins tre sérioux, anciens propriétaires de Baksai 
pour pronvor la possession do Baksat par le Gouvernement ottoman. 

M. le commissaire persian répoud que si li Commission accepte de pareilles 
prouves, il est prot d présenter les registros gouvernementaux et un grand nombre de 
témoins, M. le commissairo britannique engage sos colligues persin et ottoman & 
chercher un moyen terme pour parvenir A se rapprocher. 

M. le cotninissaire ottoman déclare qu'il Ini est impossible de restreindre ses 
réclamations relatives & Baksat ot & Soid Hassan, of son pays a des intéréts vitaux. 
ML le coimmissaire porsan dit, également qu'il tient aux territoires réclamés. 

‘Les limites do Baksat font ensuite Yobjet d'une discussion, M. le commissaire 
ottomino a présenté tine carte do la région sur laquelle Jes limites sont marquées. 

M, le commissaire russe propose quo les deux parties fassent un exposé écrit de 
Jeurs preuves pour plns de clarté. MM. les commissaires porsan et ottoman trouyent 
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eel inutile, ot on déei ¥ i 
ihe ier! ide de lever 1a séanee pour se réunir de nouveau Te londemain 
in conséquence, Ia Commission s'est 
% a ocet y 
de esamon des preuvesavancles par MA, les commer oon a Vespon ot 
Fait & Baksat, lo 23 mars, 1914, aa 
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(Wo.130) 5 17 Pownley to Sin Tdoard Grey.—RRocived Nay 12) 


Melserepie) 

'TISH consul 

connor i cco) eae teports road blockaded: 
=, british consul adds that situation is enti 

with probable object of init : 

nati ae of obtaining Cossacks; 


Peliran, May 12, 1914. 
‘and traffic suspended in 


against the tribes if he chooses to di 

T improssed gravity of situation o 
Fore imprest gravity of situation om the Secretany-G ini 
Foreign, Afsirs this morning. "Te replied that whch de Genny 
that ahey eeauly to accept Governor-General’ resignation, Ruslan Miniaior tua eng 
saaabhe tent not. do so because: his Highnoss had shown himtell tis outs 
faPany laanntining oor inthe date asian Goverment will uy Shs 
they bal not sent the Cossacks he hd asked for, <s? Permian Government becauso 


Ee ee 


(21704) Pa 
(No. 132.) Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 15.) 


(Tel hic. 

( EAE Winie ie & eR ad Lehran, May 18, 1914, 

su ved for flats mit Sei i a Shi 

their pasture: ands, parte of which fall’ to ‘Tasker’ “Hie Becca craig about 

Pe eet we ic to Turkey, His Excellency said that the 

it pred arrangement, and had no objecti 

en gh gga dn Mma Gorn ood we gd 

that this important tribes which bee nag tt Constantinople with the Porte: in order 

little inconvenience as possible from nies Heer ioets Sere aevienaiby anise 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; vent to Constantinople.) 


for 
been 





(21272) No. 89, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Powntey. 


{Slog hic.) i 
eee Ee 

zpos, Governor General's resistin, and tha oe ea ache el ee 

undoubtedly do with the means actually atin comune ayaa com 





(21815) No. 90. 
Mr: Howard to Sir Hdwoard Groy.— (Received May 16,) 


THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your di ae 
on ay natn span ni et ot donk 8a 


[1689] aT 











130 


Majesty's Government on the death of Major Ohlsson and Count Brik Lewenhaupt, of 
the Persian gendarmerie, and to say that I have\to-day addreésed a communication to 
the Swedish Government in that senso. 

‘When 1 called on Hers Wallenberg to-day to say good:bye before going on leave, 
Tasked him if he had any message to co:munieate to you. ‘Tapping a Blue Book on 
Persia which he had evidently just received, he said that there was one matter about which 
he ‘would bo obliged if Tyrould sneak to'vou, and this was: the Persian gendarmerie, 
The Swedish Government would be glad to continue to lond the services of there 
ofleers to Persia if they were appreciated by England. France, aaid his Exeollenoy, 
was, he, knew, anxions that the Swedes should continue to serve in the Persian gene 
darmorio, a9 the Freuch Government groatly desired that Persia should be maintained 
as a buffor between, Russia and England in the Middle Bast, But he would be glad of 
anexprossion of opinion from you as to whether England really desived the Swedish 
officers to continue what-was, after all, a rather ungrateful task, as well as n dangerous 
one, 

T suid to his Bxoellency that, judging from the despatches I had read from His 
Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, and from your’statements, the services rendered by the 
Swodish officers wore highly appreciated by us, I had only to-day received instruc. 
ions to express to the Swedish Government the condolences of His Majesty's Govern. 
ment on the death of Major Ohlason and Count Erik Lewenhaupt, from the torne of 
which his Excellency would 0, when ho read may note, how highly His Majesty's 
Government valued the services of the Swedish officers. ‘I would, however, cortainly 
ask you for au expression ‘of your opinion on the subject. T-should add that Her 
Wallenberg showed me a eutting from a newspaper called the “Near Bast,” which 
stated that, whilp the Swodiab olficers Lad worked vory hard, their methods ony sox 
successful, and that British officers would be welcomed in their stead by the inhabitants 
of Persia, Mr. Clive, who was present, told his Wxoelloney that the “Near Fast,” 
which T had not heard of, was, as far aa he rememborvd, an English periodical 

niblished at Constantinople, and his Excellency seemed better pleased when he hoard 
that it was not an influential English paper. Ho was, howoxer, evidently disturbed 
Ty this article, 

T thought it well to record this conversation at some length, as it confirms the 
opinion Ihave formed, and which I reported in my despatch No. 64 of the 28th April, 
that there is. growing sontiment here against allowing Swedish officars to enter she 
Persian gendarmerie, 

Thave, &o. 


BE. HOWARD. 





21978) No. 91. 





(21979) No. 92, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


‘No, 91, 
aoge hie.) Foreign. Office, May 16, 1914, 
YOUR telegram No. 127 of 10th May : Persian gondarmerie, 
‘ho wimost that Secretary of State for India and T are propared to consider is 
possible advance of 50,0002, to be earmarked for gendarmerie in Fars, 
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Do you consider that this could tide over leant period until. revenues com ih, and. 
would be worth doing without etipidating for any changes in ondarmorio ? 

‘The condition of Ispshan-Bnshire road remains most disquieting, and Swedes, 
even with financial aid, have not apparently restored order effectively. 

Tam considering whether His Majesty's Goverament will not be forded to demand 
that British officers should be substituted for Swedes on that road 

‘The suspension of Mohammerah Railway, survey is alro‘serious question, H 
Majesty's Government consider it essential in tho interest of British trade tliat the lino 
should! be surveyed and constructed as'soon as possible. Only obstacle ia disturbed 
State of country. On the other hand, presence of Swedes near Arabistan is, in my, 
opinion, open to grave objections. Question of appointment of British offigors to 
supervise establishment of order in that district for purposes of survey is one that 
should be carefully weighed. , 

Please tolograph your views. 

1am aware of objections to employment of Britiah officers even for limited objeot 
of keoping a road open for British trade, but if gondarmerio undor Swedish oficers 
breaks down we must face this alternative, and we eannot go on financing Swedish 
gendarmerie if they aro not effective or likely to beoome 80, and tecent teports of their 
Work in the south are not encouraging, 





(22281) No. 3. 
Towfik Pasha to Sir Baieard Grey. —(Reeetved May 18.) 


Privé.) Ambassade Tmipériale ottomane, Londiea, 
fon cher Ministre, 1e16 mai, 1914, 

POUR faire suite A Ja conversation quo j'ai ou Phonneur Wavoir mardi derntor 
Avec votre Excellence, je m'empresse de Ini tranamottre oy ‘en résumé, la traduction, 
du télggramme de son Altesse Satd Halim Pacha rolatif ln question de délimitation 
de la frontitre turco:persane, Votre Excellence m'avait dit 2 ce propos qyrella eroyatt 
savoir que 1a commission ad hoo avait déjd terminé wes travaux, ob quo lea protocoles y 
Telatifs avaient 66 rédigés et signés Ala satinfaction des doux partiva, Chmme votre 
Excellence youdra bien le constater, li tenoar du snadit ‘télégramme semble indiquer 
‘que les renseignements parvonts au Foreign Office ne concordent pas entirament avec 
cwux fournis  !'Ambassade Tmpériale, Je avrais, par conséquent, trds reconnaissant i 
yotre Exoullence si elle voulait prendre én bieuveillante considdration les demandes qui 
font Vobjet de la dépéche waggrahique ci-incluse ut me mettre meme de répondre le 
plus tdt possible diiine figon satistaisante & mon Gonvsrnement, 

Je snisis, do, 
TEWFIK, 


Enclosure in No, 93. 


Halim Pasha to Tewsik Pasha, 
aduction réauméo,) 

inélégraphique) rae 
arbitres anglais et russe au séin de la Commission de Délimitation dé la 
Frontitre turvo-porsano ont attribué wi Gouvernour persan de ‘Puchti Kiowh les 
terrains so trouvant dans les environs do Pekeuye. Dans la question da partage des 
eaux du Kingher se) déversant & Mendeli, ils ont favorieé les Perens, fs. usent 
ent de pression sur notre commiasaire afin de fuire uccorder 3 Ia tribn dé 
Sendjabi tes prée ct paturages qui se trouvent dans la région des eaux naphtanses” 

en dega de notre ligue de démareation. fy i 

x, dapets lo protocolo derdté entre les quatre Puissauoes,lesdits arbitres nfayaient 
pour tishe que de trancher les différonde qui surgiraient sur los pointa de démareation 
sur les lieux. Vouloir élargir cette attribution dana le sens de svootroyer le droit de 
désiguer commont: et: qui devrait disposer des terres, werait.cettainement contraire A 
Vesprit qui a présidé dn rédaction du protocole eb constituerait non seulement un abus, 
rh apie use parla base ot gotatt inadiniasiblo tant ay point da ye dolla sdeurieg 

‘que do ln tranquilitg dans ces régions, ; : 
‘Geest contiant- dans Tn parfaite impartialite wt Veaprit d’équité’ des arbitnen que 
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Je Gouvernement Impérial a ett recomrs 3 cat instrument pour la solution de la question, 
ot il compte itr Ie) sentiment de justice du Gouvernement anglais pour que des 
ingtmuetions.prévites ofent données A Varbitre anglais V'invitant & ne pas déroger i eas 
prinoipes. 





(22819) No. 94, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received May 18.) 


No, a) 
‘elegtaphio,) Tehran, May 18, 1914. 

OUR telegram No, 91 of the 16th May : ‘Persian gendarinerie, 

As) far as gendarmerie of Furs is cdnderned, an advance of 50,0002. should 
more than suffice to tids over lean period, and would serve to free other revenues: 
for immediate wants of Administration. If His Majesty's Government are meditatin, 
i deinund that British officers should be substituted for Swedes on Bushire—Ispahan 

d, it would appear to m desirable thut existing force should be maintained 
until it can be taken over by British officers, Any interregnum would be fatal, State 
of road is fir from satishictory, and it would appear from report froin Shiraz about 
Kavorun now in your possession that Swedish methods are faulty, At the same titne, 
setback at Kazeran has not been followed by general disorder on the road so far, and 
state of the province would appear to show marked improvement. since last: yeat.. L 
think that tral given to Bieta has been a short one to condemn them upon, and I 
uthibute their want of greater success in a Iarge measure to an insufficient number of 
fovvign oficers, Situation would not appear hopeless provided that a really good 
Swedish commanding officer were ap; joint and number of officers increased. 

Annual ex) aan upon gendarmerie and Cossack brigade is estimated at about 
70,0004, neadly exactly amount of differenes between expenditure and revenue 
caleulated for cirrent: year. Revenues have beon increased cousiderably, but militar 
expenditure. in proportion, | Yet if latter expenses ure ot incurred revenues will fall 
‘off again and growing confidence, of which there are reassuring signs, will dis a natural 
death, | Tivo years igo wo spoke hopefully of w large loan to-day thers would appear 
small chance of such & scheme maturing, Tt seems to be almost impossible for Persia 
to struggle back to life under such cireumsta: 

As long as political conditions make it impossible for His Majesty's Government 

ist on Russia carrying out intention of Anglo-Russian understanding, all 
administrative energy on the part of Persian officials must bo stifled, and dual 
endeayours to axsist Porsia wust full, fn northnen provinces and at Ispaban Governor 
is a name only: the Russian consul administers. 

Governor of Luristan hopes to be able to take Mohammerah Railway survey 
throngh iw autumn, Tunderstand he does not propose to use Swedes, though unless 
8 force is oréated under British officers they must be employed for the ultimate 
pacification of the country before the line ean be built, * 

[Thoro isn probibility that Swedish olfcers may hy deterred in Futur’ unless, steps 
Aro taken at Stockholm, All the: original officors are Going home at the end of their 
contracts: aid are being replaced by younger mon, most of whom are reserve officers, 
‘This ia Iangely due to the unpopularity of Gonoral Hjalmarson, who passes for w spiteful 
mani who is jealous of social standing of his junior officers, A clause inserted ia mow: 
contracts under which hy can dismiss an officer without reference is most distasteful 
and will/prevent the better senior men ooming forward. 

Hor above reasons, aud as it is apparent that neither His Majesty's Government 
uor Russia ia disposed to eutrust regions in which their chief interests are centred to 
other bub their own officers, it cant Secin that there is no alternative but to adopt a 
system which appears to me to lead to partition in some form, 

Tt bas no doubt been realised that almost the entire neutral zone is included in 
the districts in which it is contemplated that British officers should be employed, 
Bakhtiaris would welcome them if they did not have to pay for them, but Swedes 
cannot go there, 

(Addressed to Foreign Office, sent to India with your telegram No, 91.) 
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(22438) No. 95. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Baicard Grey. (Received May 10.) 


St, Petersbur 
mediately 


abou as the feeling 

our policy in Persia was becoming 
coustantly accusing Russia of contemplatin 

various railway schemes, on the other hand, 

aiming at acquiring possession of the whole 


sly polied hat we, had’ dono nothing’ to wartant such a presumption, whorensy 
whilst I placed implicit eonfidenco'in th assurances which ho had eo atten given ea 
sotion of Russian authorities in Azerbaijan might create situation which, if that aot 
was persisted ia, would ono day inevitably lead to annexation 

iniid, the. sald that Ko had boon disagreeably surprised to’ hear that Elis Mojesty’s 
Pinister, without consulting his Russian colleague, had eonsented to. propestl of 
Porsiun Goveriment that the gendarmerie should be pluced under the Minieieret Woe 
‘This he could not oousider a friendly ac, as it was equivalent to giving the gendarmerie 
the charactor of military force, whereas, Russian Governmont could never comment ie 
its being treated ag anything but a police force, 

(Repeated to Tehran, No: 94.) 





[20338] No, 96. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
No. 178.) 
ir, Roreign Office, May 19, 1914, 

T TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a. copy of. a telegram from’ Tis 
Majesty's Ministor at Tehran relative to the situation in Azorbaijan,® 

While it is impossible not, to sympathise with the Persian Government in. the 
circumstances detailed by Sir W. Townley, there are other considerations whieh. mvt 
not be lost sight of. In the first plaop, the. Russian authorities have, tocbuically, don 
nothing incorrect, as all thoir action was taken apparantly on tho explicit iaviteGomat 
tho Persian Treasuret-Goneral, And although M. Morand haa since) beon dicavored 
by the Persian Governmont—and, I think, properly:disavowed—this fact dons vet 
entitle cither the Persian Government oF His. Majesty's Government to make. ihe 
Russian compliance with M- Mornand’s stiggestion a mattor of complaint. 

In view of these faots i appears to mo essential that any obyervations made! to the 
Russian Government on, the subject should mako it quite clear that Ido mot attace 
any blame to the Rvssian Minister at Tehran, but, on the gonbrary, that I recognise 
that the Russian Minister bas been placed ‘ia falso and otabarrassing postion 
parently through the fault of M. Morand, T consider it desitablo, nous tie los 
that your Exeollanoy, boar tho aboee senarko te mind, should, when a favourable 


opportunity presents itself, express to the Nussian Minister for’ Koroign Alita my 


earnest hope that the Russian Government will on their part recognise the justice of 
the position taken up by tho Persian Government, and) that if the. arrangoment 
Proposed without authority by the Treasurer-General were to he definitely sanctioned 
and carried out, it would necessarily inyolye the disintegration of Persia, 

‘The presont moment is, however, one of cousiderable delicacy in eonneotion with 
various questions under discussion between the two Governments, and for this resson 
T am inclined to await the reply of the Russian Minister to the Persian Goverument, 
as it is always possible that tho Russian Goveraneat may adalah equity of the 
Persian view. 

Tam, &, 


BE. GREY. 
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(22509) No. 97. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey,.—{Received May 20.) 


(No, 119. Confidential) 
Sir, 

I HAV tho honour to forward to you herowith copy of a despate 
received from the acting British consul-genoral at Tay 5 
endeavour on tho part of the Russian consulate there to obtain the continuance of the 
governorship of tho suburb of Julfa for an individual whom the acting Russian consul 
itself desoribes aa “agent of the Russian consulate,” : : . 

‘The attitudo assumed by the new Governor-Genoral in this. connection explains 
the hostility. which the managor of the Ispahan hranch of the Russian bank, who is uow 
in Tehran, displayed towards his Exoéllency in the course of a recent conversation 
with me. as 

‘The individual known as the Russian agent, whose name is Mirza Ibrahim Khan, 
‘has been the cause of numerous complaints during the last eighteen anonths, Thave 
had to call tho attention of both M. Sabline and M. Korostoyet to his behaviour, and 
on each occasion was promised that ropresentationa would be made to the acting 
conaul-general «i Tspahan. If such woro mado, the result was not apparent, Under 
tho ciroumstanoos and in viow of the fact that the man's oppressive action, under cover 
‘of Russian protection, is notorious, it would appear strango that M. Evreinof should 
have insisted upon his reinstatement as Governor of Julfa, ‘Tho last-named place is a 
suburb of Ispahan and is situated in tho meutral zone, It is the residence of most of 
tho Biuropeans, British missionaries, and morohants. I propose to mention the matter 
to M. Korostoyeta, Any action of a more pointedly official character would probably 
rosull iu the Russian consulato-gonoral making Samsain-es-Sultanoh’s task more arduous 
than it is clear they intond to do ao it ia, 

Thave, &. 

WALTER TOWNLEY 


Enclosure 1 in No. 97, 
Acting Consul-General Bristow to Sir W. Townley. 


nee Tnpahan, April 13, 1914. 

” 48 throwing a somewhat interesting sidolight on the’ mothods employed by the 
Russian conoul in his dealings with the Governor-Gonoral, I havo tho honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a letter from ML Eyreinof to Samsam-os-Sultaneh, in whioh 
the formor requests his Hixcelloney to continuo to confide the goveruorsliip of Julfa to 
no Mobatnmed Thrakim Khan, aud, it will bo observed, M. Evreinof does not hesitate 
to devoribe this individual as “agent of the Russian consulate,” is 

Te appoars that tho Governor enral refused tho Rusian consul’ rest, giving 
as ono of the reasons for hig notion the fact that Agha Najaf, the principal, and moat 
influential miullah of Ispahan, had requested the removal of Mohammed Ibrahim Khan 
from the governorship in, question, On receipt of this reply, M, Evreinof himoelt 
wrote to Aghia Najafi asking why he objected to his ‘‘agont" Copy of this lotter, 
Yogothor with Agha Neji reply, L have also the honour to enclos» horeith. 

have, 
ERNEST BRISTOW. 


Enolosure 2 in No. 97, 


M. Boroinof to Samsam-es-Sultaneh. 


Wee ) 
ite 
A RETLOUS, Governors yho fave the deputy governorship of Juli to Mobinmmed 


March 31, 1914, 


Thrahim Khan, did so out of friendship for this consulate. If anyone else sought the 
appointment and was recommended by others, the Governors, considering” their 
friendship for this consulate and the fact that Tbrabim was agent of this consalate, did 
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not accept the application. I am surprised, considering your friendship for this 
consulate. How is it that you have given the governorship cd Tul fo another) avis 


of the fact that people aro nite satisfied with bis conduct? I therefore request you to 


take into consideration your friendship and reappoint hii. 
ee ee 
Enclosure 3 in No. 97. 


M. Boreinof to Agha Najajt. 
(Alter Compliments, Ea, 

INFORMATION has reached this consulate that 
to remove Haji Mohammed Ibrahim Khan from a local, 
inform me whetlier this is a fact or not 


——————— 
Enclosure 4 in No, 97. 


Agha Nojaft to M. Boreinof. 
(Translation.) ghia Nojafi to M. Horeinoy. 


(After Compliments.) (Undated) 

IN reply to your letter concerning Haji Mobammied Ibrahim Khan, who ras 
formerly a Governor. His brother, Mohammed Baghor Khan, ued by. every means to 
annoy and perseonte the natives, and afterwards it appeared that both brother, 
combined to persecute the people, This is my explanation, I now roquest yon 16.49 
Your best to see that these two brothers aro given uo official position, aiid te soul me 
Some responsible person through whom T may exphiin to you about them, 





(22510) No, 98. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir dwird Gray, —(Received May 20.) 


(No.123, Confidential.) 
ir, A ‘ Tehran, April 28,1914. 

IT would ippean to me not without interest to place on record ertain points of a 
conversation which I had to-day with Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek, His Excellency ts not at 
the present moment the holder of « portfolio in tho prosent. Cabinet, having Yosigned 
somé time ago the even ‘nominal possession of that of War, which he has ronerally 
Doon supposed to have held, but which ho himself sayy ‘ho never acespted, In ‘toot 
of this statement he told me to-day that he has not set foot in the War Office sineo the 
Cabinet presided over by Ala-os-Sultanch took office. He may, however, be said to be 
& mombor ofthe Cabinet without n portfolio, Ho is alo a man enjoying n high 
Pemenal position in the country, and is probably the most rasptotedpolltisin ta 

ers: 

Tn tho conree of a long conversation upon: general subjects tho question of the 
situation at Ispaban gocupied our attention. I was surprised and. much struck to woo 
how seriously the position in the ancient espital of Porsia is considered by Mustauli 
and presumably by the other members of the Cabinet. His Excollonoy said that. he 
looked upon the situation at Ispahan as being little, if any, hotter thin that at Tabriz. 
He ed vory shyly if I'did not think that we had beon somewhat to blamo that such 
asituation had been crested, because, had we met the Zil-es-Sultan half-way in his 
search for support, ie was convinced that His Highness, wloso whole past liad bean 
closely associated with the policy.of Great Britain in Persia, would never have gon) 
over so complotely to tho side of Russia. Tt was porhaps not realised in London, his 
Excellency said, what the handing over of the Zil's properties to the manager of the 
Russian Bank meant in Persia, In Europe such a transaction would mean no mora 
than a very natural business arrangement ginder which the Zil's porsonal interests 
would benefit, but in Persia, where Russian protection meant the virtual peopling of a 
Jarge tract of country with Russian protected persons, who would receive exactly the 
‘same measure of protection and tho samo immunity from taxation as genuing Russian 
subject, the story is a very different one, and has a most important political hearing, 
Ho showed that the situation at Ispahan has become an extremely difficult one for tho 
Persian Government since the arrangement was made, and that there aro evident signs 
that other villages in the neighbourhood are likely to’ pass ‘under Russian protection, 
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sinc itis hard for the villagers to resist the attraction of the, immunities thereby 
acquired. He foresaw that within a short timo two-thirds of the most central provines 
of Persia would come under Russian protection, and that a situation infinitely worse 
than|even that of Azerbaijan would be created on the main trade artery between the 
north and the south, He alluded to the Russian desire to obtain a concession to divert 
the waters of one of the sources of the Karim into the plain of Ispahan, and asked if 
British’ capital would participate in the enterprise, which he considered to be of a 
most dangerous nature for Persia unless it were carried ont by the two countries 
conjointly. 

T replied that it was not in accordance with British custom to accord the Zil-es- 
Sultan stich protection as His Highness sought, aud that I understood that the 
inrigation schicme would be catried out by Persian and Russian eapital, and that T did 
not think that British capital would be asked to co-operate. 

At will not have escape your recollection, Six, that I called attention at the time 
that the arrangement referred to by Mustauficul-Mamalek was made to the probable 
far-reaching political effects that it would lieve upon the situation in Central Parsin, 
whilst Lexprossed my opinion that my thon Russian colleague, M. Poklewsky, had not 
‘acted! quito fairly towards me in not tolling me of what was going on when we met 
daily to exchange views upon current polities. 

Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(22512) No. 99. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reecived May 20,) 
(No. 125.) 
Sir, Dehran, April 29, 1914, 

WITH referenee to my despatch No. 102 of the 14th instant, containing copies of 
telegraphic: correspondence exchinged between the acting British consul at Shire wid 
this Tegation, T have now the hououe to. trausinit herewith copy of a report whieh I 
aye reeeived from Major O'Connor, giving a full account of the proveedings at Kazorun, 
Tea very inuch to be regretted that’ Major O'Conmor has had no ‘option but to report: in 
this extremely unfavourable sense of the action of the Swedish officers and of the 
gendurmes tnilee their command. 

Coming trom such w capable, reliable, and experienced officer, it is hard to imagine 
from what quarter extenuating circumstances can be pleaded, but I would nevertheless 
tog, to call your attention, in view of the gravity of the situation ereated by Major 
O'Connss’s feport, to oue oF two special features of the ease :— 


1) Aw rogurda the looting, 
hands of the gendarmes. 
aridvous mi 

manner, he 


with the situation, 

Isat hand. Lwould 

res an 0} ilemn the Swedes utterly 

ii hen Porsia doos seriously 

Goneral Hjalmarson is quite aware’ of this, and intends 

during his say in Sweden to endeavour to enlist the services of men spesally suited 

by thoir temparniment for service in the south. Officers now employed in the north, 

who were considered to have proved themselves incompetent in the south are, in the 

opinion. of the military attachs to this Tegation, who has been et special pains to wateh 
the work of the Swedes, cupable and wealous giver. 

8, he’ unsatisfactory results achieved in the south have strengthened me in an 
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opinion that Thad already 
both of Persian authoriti 
deflne their position moi 
reorganisation, 

It is to 


dit assist them to avoid 
ld to have blundated 1 Major 
f and 
is communicated, 


Thave, &0. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No. 99, 


Major O'Ooninor to Sir W. Touontoy. 


Shiraz, April 4, 1914, 
T HAVE the honour to submit the following account af thes seeche outbteaL ab 


on bi amplifcation of the various talegrays whieh T hayo alecady deopatelin te 
F fore describing the sctual events which took place it tay be advisable to 
gives brie account of the ereumstances which led up to tha prosat cunisatisfactory, 
in my despatoh No, 48, and in 
te Which occurred’ wisn th 


eecasraas cua to the ete 


Kamariji, and his band from the fort of Tulsi-Raha 
may also be attributed. part} 
circumstances connected ith the tary 


: erin, 
‘This person is not a 


or stzength of charactor, but ko 
considerable: local infuses ant 
tufingehis, He was, therfore a 
ipakiag, and if tactfully handled 
ti, 
petro in Pa, ae tho fae of the Sain 
luential personages in tl it 
commit tho ame cru ith can of the Nasted-Dinan, + Proven, and fiey 
‘or some weeks before the arrival of the gendarmerie fereo at Ki 1 
November, she Nazxed-Divan had been prepring #0 amit then in tle case 
against Ali Mubammad,_ of whom he iy: (or rather waa) a bitter eno; ast tei 
‘aomont of their arcival at Kazarun ho war cetally waiting fo them at Ga vlogs ob 
11684) 2N 
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Debris, with is small foree of tufingchis anda gun. When the gendarmerie force 
atrived at Debris en roue for Shapur on the morning of the 15th November, Mujor 
Uggla, instead of accepting the Nasr-ed-Divan’s assistance and employing him in some 
capacity where he might have been of some use, abruptly dismissed him, informing him 
that he did not require his assistance, and ordering him to return forthwith to Kazerun 
with his men, T saw the Nazted-Diwan the same evening, and found him naturally 
somewhat bitter at the way in which he had beeu treated. fe stated (and I believe it 
to have boon the case) that he was willing and anxious to assist the gendarmerie, 
and that he regretted that they should not haye seen fit to avail themselves of his 
services, 

When the outbreak occurred at Kazoran a few days later, Ali Muhnmmnd played 
Anaétive, and Nazt-ed-Diwan a passive part—that is to say that when he might 
possibly have controlled his own tufangehis to some. extent, he appears to bave 
Feiained quietly, in his house, and to have lot eventa take their course. Shortly after 
the recapture of Kazerun by the gendarmes under Major Lundberg, Nuzr-od-Diwan 
evidently fearing tht vengeance would overtake him, bolted to the mountains; but 
shortly afterwards he again returned (as reported in my diary No, 51) with the consent 
of the acting deputy Governor, Darya Bog, and of Colonel Uggla, 

‘The whole subsequent trouble arose irom this. I had myself, after the first 
outbreak: at Kezernn, strongly counselled Colonel Uggla to arrange that Nasr-ed-Diwan 
should quit Persia for a time on.a visit to Kerbola or elsewhere, as it appeared certain 
that his continued presence at Kazerun after what had occurred would loud inevitably 
to further trouble. Unfortunately, however, Nasr-ed-Diwan was allowed to return 
and to.settle down in his house (which is a ‘veritable fortress commanding the whole 
town, including the gendarmerie and tho additional error was committed. of 
withdrawing the bulk of the gendarmerie force and of leaving at Kazorun only a small 
detachment under command of a Persian officer named Buth-ul-Mulk, a Shirazi of 
good fimily but of the very worst type. 

‘ie situation was obviously an impossible one, and could ouly terminate badly; 
fand I constantly urged upon Colonel Uggla the undesirability of Teaving such an 
inopertant point as Krnaerun under tho solo chargo of Persian ofcer and with a small 
gavrison which might at any’ moment (as had happened belore) be overpowered by the 
Superior forces of the tufungohis of Nest-ed-Diwan and Ali Mubammad. 

Colonel Uggla at length accepted this point of view, aud’ towards the end of 
Tanuary despatched Major Oblgon to Kizerun. have since learnt from Colonel Ugeln 
that he received wuthority foi the’ Ministor of the Interior to effect the Nasr-ed. 

iwan's arrest, and that Major Ohlson was especially charged with this duty as the 
principal feature of hig mission. A few days later Madame Ohlson followed hor 
Hasta undotoooort of sual Fores of gendarmerie, "This proceeding appeared tome 
at the time most unwise and undesirable, Previous experi Kazeron had shown 
that it was no place fora Indy in times of trouble; and, in view of the fuct that 
Major Ohlgon was actually charged with the duty off arresting Nust-cd-Diwan and of 
tho other citeumstanods ofthe enso, I vonture to ahink. that Madaans Oboes journey 
should never linye been allowed. 

‘The acting Governor of Kazorun was at this timo Daryn Begi, who had boen ent 
down from Shiraz with a small force while the November outhreak was in progress, 
nl who had tomporarily taken the place of Mazhar-od-Daulah, a very weale and useless 
Govornor, As far as'it is possible to gather from the accounts of the matter given by 
the Swodish officers, Major Ohlson communicated to Darya Bogi his intention of 
‘amedting Nast-ed-Di van, aud the Darya Begi very naturally telegraphed the information 
to the Governor-General asking for instructions. » The Governor-Genaral ons day spoke 
tone about the affair, saying that he hoped that no premature action would be taken 
and that he might be consulted before anything'was done. [reported this conversation 
to Colonel Ugela, who replied that it: was a fice that Major Ohlson had instructions to 
arrbab Nast-edl-Diwan, but that he would await the arrival of the 7° centim. gun from 
Mamasonni bofore he actually proceeded to do so. I ngrecd that this wan & wise 
precantionand so the matter stood until the 26th February, when the news-arrived of 
the fhilure of the attempt and of the tragic death of Major Oblson, 

Major Ohlson’s plan, it appears, for effecting the arrest was to advance in tho dark 
of the early morning with w small party of ten or twelve meu, to blow in the door of 
Nas-ed-Diwan's garden with gan-cotton, and thon to rush in and seize him ; and at: the 
same tine as the storming party advanced a fore of about sixty gendarmes was to. take 
station'on the hills round about the house, ready to support the storming party if 
roquited, ‘The morning selected for the operation was that of the day upon which the 
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‘gun was expected to reach Kazerin, as'it was thought that the arrival of the aun would 
Put Nasr-od-Diwan on the alert, and it seemed better, therefore, to attempt a complete 
Surprise before its arrival. Neither: Colonol Uggla nor I. wero informed of. this slan, 
od indeed Major Ohlson kept if a eomplate seoret, and only revealed it to his wits the 
night before, 

‘These various arrangements were duly eavried out, Major Ohlson himself, ely on 
the moraing of the 2th February, awoke the Persian officer who. was to accompany 
him, and he in turn aroused tho other gendarimes, It is anid that  2edlous biygler blo 
4 bugle call just. before the party started, and this no-doubt; may have pit tho Nuse-ote 
Diwan’a tafamgehis on the alert; or tha plan may have beon revenléd to them 
Prematurely by some treachery from within the barracks; but howover that may be, 
fhe fit remains that as Mujor Oblson with his little band approached tho tower a eagle 
shot was fire, and this apparently strack him in the head and killed him on the epat 

Tn the darkness his full’ was uot observed; but, misting thein leader the othor 
members of the party (which included two Swedish non-commissioned officers) fll into 
confusion and withdrew ; and as day dawned, and a general firo was oponed on the 
enlarmes by the Sufangehis, the ‘remainder of the storming party also retnouted, 

‘ufangehis now swarmed into the town fiom all directions, and’ by midday. the 
Rendgripes rere practically survounded in their barracks, and! brieke ight was in 
PrP ‘The Schneider gun arrived a little Inter, and its eseort, finding themselves 
unable to reach the barracks, took up A position in a warden (the Bigh-i-Nozar) 

lose by. 

julie arenta whieh followed have already boon described! to your Excellonoy in my, 
various telegrams, On the morning of the 27th M. Rimbaud, who wos esoorting the 
Nasit-ul-Mulle to Bushiro, and who leatd of tho Sighting when ae bu Ab sinneh, rods 
itmedintoly to Kazerun with his mall escort of somo twenty, horsemen, ated mesaoded 
in making his ray into the barracks under a heavy fir, Ho at once took: command of 
the situation, and conducted the defence with great gallantry and apitib until relict: 
came; and it is generally admitted, even by the Swedish offigors themselves, that hia 
timely arrival saved the garrison from deleat or surrender, Madame Ohivon,. too, 
showed much spirit and courage. Sho was not aware that her husband had been killed, 
but was in momentary expectation of secing him return and sho horwelf dirooted the 
fire of tho maxims and kept up the courage of the parti 

Mesuvhile at Shimz it was realised thot tlie situation was a sorions one, ‘The last 
outbreak. at Kazerun bad shown with’ what ease w few brigands wore: able'to tuke 
Possession of every gendarme. post which they attacked, almost without mooting any 
resistance; and we rogurded it ns certain'that the surrender or dofeat of the force my 
Kavoran would imply the immediate rising of the reinainder of the Bushire voud apuinsb 
the gendarmes, Tt was at once decided that Captain Killander should prooded as {heb 
3 possible to Kazetun with such men ns. were available; and on'the morning of the 
28th he started off with about seventy-five ‘cavalry and’ two maxims, Later on the 
sane day the reports which we reovived from Kazeruh weroso grave that Colonel Mortill 
consulted with mo\as to whether he himself should also, ‘proceed to reinforos the 
Hendarnivs with such local sowars as he could scrape. together. T ugreed that ovary. 
thing, possible should be dono to relieve Kazerun, and myself’ accompanied: Colosial 


Merrill to see Colonel Tapia, and to discuss the situation with him, Colonel Uggla 


gladly accepted Colonel Morrill’ offer of assistance, anid gave him weltten authority to 
take command (as being the senior officer) of the combined force on arrival at Kazesun, 
Colonel Merrill rom that moment: worked tinceasingly to organise « small foroo, end. bj 
dint of energy and hard work he suecealed in getting ofethir about.100 cheney oe 
sorts (about one-half of them M. Stas's toaliyyeh” sowars, how MI. Stns willing 

laced at his disposal), with whom he started off the next atternoon, Whilst we heal 
rom Bushire that Captain Lundberg had also started off with commendable promptitude 
immediately he heard the news, and was advancing! on Kaeoran’ from the! eouth, 
collecting such gendarme horsemen as. wero available en rouce, he two goidarmurie 
officers ‘arrived at Kazerin on. tho rd, aud that sume night Nasred<Divan, Ali 
Mubamiad, and the majority of the tufangchis fled to tho hills immediately to the 
north of the town, where they ensconssed thomselyes in sangara: Colonel Murvillarrivod 
on the scene on the morning of the 4th, having smart akirmish as he advanced, and 
found the town in the possession of the gendarnes, and of the tufangobia of pomp 
neighbouring villages who had been fighting for them, 

Tt is now necessary to refer to the conduct of the gendarmes after the, town had 

been evacuated by the rebel tufungohis; but before doing. 60 it may. be of interest to 
refer to previous occurrences of'« similar nature. 
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Your Excellency ‘will recollect that: after the unfortunate Kafrak expedition last- 
May, which was so unskilfully conducted by Major Siefvert, the gendarmes were 
acotised of wholesale looting and other misconduct. I was unwilling at the time to 
Place too much credence in these rumours, but I afterwards ascertained that they were. 
toa grent extent trio, and that the gendarmes had certainly behaved very badly, and 
that the Swedish officers appeared to haye made practically no attempt to control or to 
punish them, 

Later on, in November, when Major Lundberg recaptured the town of Kuzerun 
after the first outbreak there, T telegraphed at once ty him on his arrival in the 
town, Rent ing him on his success, aud advising him to be on his guard against 
Tooting, He telegraphed buck that “tho gendarmes sre not robbers”; but in spite of 
this declaration some looting, but not much, took place. My sentiments on the subject 
te es Were, in fact, well known to the Swedish officers, and were not much relished 
by them. < 

T was consequently not surprised when Colonel Uggla spoke to me one day on this 
subject sung the sacond Kazerun outbreak, I said hen, aud my views are the result. 
of considorable personal experience, that when troops capture a town after having besn 

from it for some time, it is practically impossible altogether to prevent 
‘hat in such circumstances some pillage is almost inevitable, and may ocour 
even in the case of the best and most highly organised troops. I told’ Colonel Uggla 
that, L thought: that this fhet was genorally recognised and understood, and woul 
admitted in the event of somno looting taking place. With regard to the destruction of 
property also Tsaid that as long as Sighting was actually in _prneress no consideration 
for the inhabitants of the town Sink T thought, be allowed to hamper the military 
operstions of the gendarines or to limit the fire of the guns. In euch esses military 
considerations, are, and oust always be, paramount, And I spoke to Captain 
Killander to the same effect the morning he sturted for Kazerun, and told him that 
in the circumstances he would, in any opinion, bo justified in taking the stornest 
‘measures to ropress the revolt aud to punish ‘the guilty parties. I also spoke to 
Colonel Merrill’on the subject before he left Shiraz, waraing him that looting might be 
expected, and ndvising him in this event as the best and p the only means of 
cflectually stopping it to fix a timo limit, at the expiry of which any person found 
Téptibis Wel Peta raed the wateseey penalties, 

1 gaye this advice to the officers concerned with the best intentions, and in view of 
the extreme gravity of the existing situation, which, as I have already indicated, 
seamed to threaten the very exiitence of the gendarmes in Fars. Bat neither I, nor I 
think anyono élso in my position, could even fora moment have conceived it possible 
that the Swediah officers on the spot would have sat idly by whilst their meu Tooted 
the entire town, and committed avery kind of atrocity, without lifting a finger ot 
speaking a word to try to control or restrain them, 

Matters turned out much as Tad expected, Looting began’ on the night of the 
rd Murch (or according to some agcounts on that, aftornocn), aud was in full progress 
when Colono) Merrill arrived at Kagerin about 9:30 ou the wor ning of the 4th March. 
T haye questioned both him and M, Rimbaud and others, aa to exactly what the situation 
Was at that time, M. Rimbaud has given mea graphic description “of the whole affair, 
He says that as soou a8 the news began to spread on the evening of the dnd that the 
tufangehis were leaving, the town the gendarmes left the barracks in a body and bey 
to pillage the neighbouring houses, Te was with the preateat, difficulty that he succes 
in getting them together to guard the barracks during the night, tly next morning 
they went off again, and continued w systematic looting of the whole town, including 
the bazaars, carayanserais, &c. M. Rimbaud, assisted y the Darya Bogi and his own 
sowars, did ovorything that was humanly’ possible to protect the bazaar and the carayan- 
serais where foreign goods were lying. He spent tho encly hours of the momiig 
rushing about, threatening and commanding the gondarmes, and vainly endeavouring to 
gat together a few groups of men to uct as police, No sooner hind he collected a. few: 
men in one place than his attention would be attracted to somewhere else; and while 
his back was turned the men whom he had laboriously assembled would instantly disperse 
and join their comrades. ‘The strests were full of flying bullets, as the gendarmes 
ind friendly tufangehis opened looked doors by fiting through the locks aud bolts, and 
fired besides indiserimingtely, in all directions. M. Rimbaud was several times so 
inconsed at what he ‘saw ‘going on as to wish to use his revolver, but was 
forhinatly provonted by his own men from actually killing any gendarnes, although 
he Rates 4 “fiiendly” tufangehi in the arm, Whilst this pandemonium was 
procueding the two Swedish oficers (Captains Killander and Lundbetg) appear to bave 
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agreed swith mo that not only could” no good purpose'be served by hanging these 
unfortunates, but that on the contrary such an act of barbarity would cause ieratrievable 
damage to the good name of thé gendarmerie, Colonel Morrill presided over’ a 
tribunal for their trial, and as T have already informed your Excellency, fund that 
there was not a tittle of real evidence against any of them. He proposed a faw 
fines and the deportation of some who were known to be intriguers and mischieh- 
makers; and the evidence ayainst two men was, he thought, suficient to justify 


and Captain Lundberg had left ; and tho difficulty was 
@ telegrams despatched to Colonel Uggla by General 
ry Bogi, and (if T 

and of the headmen of all 


Te eed 


1g anid othie# destruction of property which took place at 
Kazorim, numbers of oven moro serious charges have boen made against the gendarme 
of murder, brutal assault, shooting and: maiming harmless, tinarmed people, und the 
violation of woinon and ebildren, {tia of course; moat diffslt: to diseavar the aaace 
truth rgarding the Jatter accusations, but the information received by Colonel Morrill, 
M, Rimbaud, Mr, Pettigrew, and othors, bears out the truth of many of them; and it 
iw oortain that lor several daya tho whole population of tho. town, including the women 
and children, ware subjectad to the grossost ill-treatment. 

Tn presenting theso distressing fhota for the information of your Excellency T 
ventnre at the same time to invite your attention to certain conclusions which I have 
drawn from them, 

In tho first placo I venture to think that it ia clear that the whole of the Kazerun 
situation has arisen from a soties of mistakes and blunders, for which no one ean bo 
held to blame but the gendarmerie themsslves, I would enumatate these errors as 
follows i— 


1, Failure to make uso of the friendly services of Nasr-ed-Diwan when they were. 
freely offered, 

2, Failure to arrest Ali Muhammad, As already stated in my despatch No. 45, 
this was in my opinion an unpardonable military blander, and led ditustly to all the 
unfortunate events which followed, 

8. Permitting Nasr-ed-Diwan to return to Kazerun and to remain there after the 
first ontbreak, It could easily have been arranged then that he should have gone to 
Kerbela or elsewhere out of the country, and in that case these later events would never 
have occurred, 

4, Leaving the gendarmerie force at Kazerun for some months in charge of only a 
Persian officer, 
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[22724] No, 100: 


Note communicated by Count Benckendorf’, May 20, 1914: 
(Coniidentielte.) 
U cours d'un entretien entro les Ministres d’Angleterre et de Russie A Téhéran,. 
Je premier a donné commie motif de son approbation an passage de Ia gendarmerie, 
dans 16 ressort du Ministére de la Guerre, la nécessité de donner quelque satisfaction a 
co Ministre, en mettant én ses mains, ne fat-ce que nominalement, quelque force armée, 
dont Vabsence nuit A son prestige, ce qui pourrait produire une criss ministérielle, 

Gest eu tenant compte de ce désir du Gouvernement du Schah que le 
Gouvernoment Impérial étudie un plan de réorganisation de la Brigade de Cosaques, 
a renforeéo dans la mesure nécessaire, sera soumise A Yautorité du Ministre de la 

muerte, avec augmentation correspondante du. budget, jusqu'ici si modique, de on 
département, ‘Le Ministre de la Guerre disposera, en outre, des régiments de Serdars. 

Qnant & la gendarmerie, le Gonvernement Impérial, d’accord en ceci avec 
M Jarmauson, lors dle Véchange 'idées avec lui, lors de son passage i Saint-Pétersbourg, 
s'on tient’ opinion que cote force devant servir pour les besoins administratifs et de 
police, constaniment nécessaires, ne devraient avoir rien de commun avec l’armée et 
rester, par conséquont, dans le ressort du Ministére de I'Intérieur. 

M. Saxonof exprime & cette occasion quelques regrets que Sir Walter Townley ait 
donné son approbation an projet en question sans consultation préalable avec’ son 
colldgue de Russie, M. Sazonof est convaineu que Sit Edward Grey penso comme lui- 
mémo qu'il est an plus haut point désirable quo les représentants des deux Puissances 
continuent\ 86 consulter pour agir. 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
Te 7 (20) mai, 1914, 





(22439) No. 101. 

Sir Hdward Gréy to Sir W. Townley. 

(No. 95.) 

(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, May 20, 1914. 
SURG. BUCHANAN'S telegram No. 116 of 18th May? Placing of gendarmerie 

under Minister of War, 
According to your despatch No. 22 of 21st January that matter was discussed 

inconclusively, and I did not understand you gaye definite assent to ‘proposed transfer. 
Please report tho facts. 





(22774) No. 102, 

Sin W. Pownley to Si* Biward Grey.—(Received May 21.) 

(No. 138.) 

(Delographic) R. Tehran, May 21, 1914. 
FOLLOWING from consular oficer at Shiraz, 20th May : 


“Pingneial situation here is most eritical. Officer commanding gendarmerie has 
informed tnanetal agent that gendarmeric require 52,000 tomaus atthe end of extent 
Persian month, and also 8.00%) tomany for arrears of pay of the road guards. ‘The 
lnttor have not been paid for two months, and officer commanding has informed them 
officially that if thoi pay ix not forthcoming by 22nd May ke will be obliged to allow 
thom to take road taxes as before. Besides this there are other expenses of provincial 
adininistration, which together with tho above sums will amount to total of about 
95,000 tomans, ‘Financial agent has at present no money to meet these demands. 

‘he fact is that,as far as we can see down here we are rapidly approaching. state 
ofbankruptoy. As soon as it is realised that gendarmerie and road guards cannot be 
paid wo shall revert to anarchy and old abuses of ralidari, &c. T have already invited 
your Ixcellency’s attention to question of the cost of gendarinerie. Unless funds for 
their support oan be provided from some source outside provincial revenues their 
exponses vinnot be met and the whole question must be reconsidered, I am prepared 
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to submit further proposals to your Excellency which, if adopted, would, I think, 
suffice to maintain order and keep open main roads in the provitice, but hofore doing 
501 would like to know what. policy ia proposed'at Tehran regarding ‘maintenance of 
gendarmerie. 

‘ (Repeated to Bushire.)” 


Ihave telographed the following in reply — 

“Your telegram No. 148, 

“Situation which you depict at Shiraz is precisely the same here and throughout 
Persia, but as far as remainder is concerned you have the advantage of the fact that 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India are considering the question 
of making advance, 


_ “You would do well to submit your scheme, as it might assist in arriving ab 
decision as to what it is best to do.” 





[22780] No. 103, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdioard Groy.—(Received May 21.) 
(No. 139.) 


(telegea phic ) Tehran, May 21, 1914, 
‘OUR telegram No. 95 of 20th May: Persian gendarmerie, 

‘The Russian Minister for Foreign Alfairs has been somewhat, incorrectly informed 
in the matter of the proposed transfer of the gendarmerie to the War Ofiice. ‘This is 
what actually ooourrel ; Twas asked whether 1 saw any objection to, the change. On 
any replying in the negative T ns requested to ascertain the views of my. Russian 
colleague. T accordingly called on the Russian Miniater and explained the situation to 
him, adding that it appeared tome that. the main object it was sought to obtain was 
Patt 1a Minister of War to handle, as under the existing sivcumstances he had 


nothing but the Cossack Bane, which refused to recognise his authority, and all that 
lo 


was left of the old Serbaz one was willing to necept this sinecure, 

‘The Russian Minister at once expressed his concurrence in the idea, which he said 
he hud alirays fuvourdd, adding that he oonsidered that it waa a purely departmental 
matter Sy ouly concerned the Persian Goverment, 1 understood him t0 say, that 
he should not refer the question to St. Petersburgh, and I did not trouble you with it 
as it appeared to me a matter of trifling importancs, and I had already prepared you 
for tho possibility of the change, By Si 

Upon iny informing the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Russian Minister's 
reply, his Excollency telegraphed to the Persian Minister at St. Potersburgh, who 
answered that the Russian Goverament disapproved of the acheme. ‘Tho: mattor then 
roped, and Mustofi-ul-Mamulok has not re-entered the Cabinet. ail 

Chis misrepresantation. of my action shows how hatd it ia to work cordially with 
the Russian Minister, 





No. 104, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Reocived May 21.) 
(No, 140.) 


(Telegraphic) BR, Tehran, May 21, 1914, 
POT Megat No- ist ot Stluiiiny Ronen aoa oe 
Following from consular officer at Shiraz = 


“My telegram No. 187, 4 
Your Excellency will have realised, no doubt, important changes which have taken 
place in internal political situution of Fars during past twelvemonth, At the time of 
my srrival here Kawam and Soulet were weakened and discredited, and at bitter 
enmity with ong another. Sine then they have both rehabilitated themselves. 
* Kawam, in co-operation with his son, bas reasserted his influence over Kham- 
sehtris, and has restored some kind of order over whole of Eastern Fars and Laristan, 


[1684] 2P 


(22795) 
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‘nd has made friends with ’Soulet, Soulet is reconciled with his brothers, and has 
jnaintained better order among Kushgais than they have kept for many years. 

“These fhets are important, ‘They have eatirély altered problem of Southern 
Porsia and deserve careful consideration. It seems tome that wei should take fullest 
advantage of present antisfictory stats oP affairs to try to ensure that it may last. and 
that we may reap fullest benefit to bo derived from it, At present moment both 
TKayram and Soulet ave most friendlily inclined to us and are prepared to listen to our 
advice, But both would weleoma dome more precise definition of attitude towards 
Tree pin Majesty's Goveramont. My view of general situation is as follows: 


“Our interests in Southern Persia coincide very much with those of Kawam and 
Soulet, dat is to say, it suits us as iosuits them that country should remain in, state 
of pedes and order) TE nastired of our support, they would prove, most valuable 
{iadlinties in maintaining auch wstate of affairs. ‘They Have both suffered much io 
past from treachery and intrigues of Governors-General and other Persia oficials, 
Aud they are thoroughly distrustful of these aud of Persiau Government, ienerally, 
‘As long’ as they are dependent, on good-will and support of Persinn Goyernment and 
Persian offioials’ situation will remain unsatisfactory and unstable, ‘To ensure stability 
it is essential that both should be asgured of our backing, All that we need promise, 
T think, is that, subject to ood behaviour, rnsintenanco of order in their tribes, payment 
Of roronue, and support oF Government Departments, they sell both be supported by 
iis and maintained in their positions as heads of their respective tribes. 

“Tf auch promise may seem to interfere with soversiga rights of Persia, Tventute to 
think past history of this country and our interests here: would justify us in taking 
some such step: 

“"Piosant moment is singulasly opportune for ianyguration of such policy. | Kawam 
hus just returned from successtal expedition, and Soulet will arrive in neighbourhood of 
Shiraz during noxt few days, 

“(Addressed to Tobxan, No. 189; repeated to Bushire, No. 109.)” 





(22960) No. 105. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Recetved May 22.) 
(No, 142) 


(Telegraphic.) R. Tehran, May 22, 1914. 
AREASURER-GENDRAL informs mo that returns just to hand show a most 
sotisfactory increase of revenue for last yoar (March 1915 to March 1914); over the 
receding year, (Tho figures are 81,142,827 krans as against 69,008,072 krans, or over 
(000,000 kerans (over 400,001), that is to say, a 40 por cont. inerense, Customs 
Toluind aro not included in these figures. : 
Tt would thus appear that, in spite of present financial crisis, there is, still 
ccononit life in u country whick can, show euch an iuosease of rovonte, thanks to'an 

‘Adininistration which has been working for two years only, 





122975) No. 106. 


Bir W, Townley to Sir Hdwward Grey. —(Received May 22.) 
Mo, 148.) 
{hat hic.) 
telegram No. 128 of 7th May. 

Onlers evo boen asugd to the Hssian consul-general at Tapahan. 0 put in force 
the same method of collecting taxes from Russian subjects and protected persons na has 
joen put into operation in the northern provinces, namely, that the taxes should be paid. 
into the Russian bank through the eonaulate. System lias long been practised at Resht 
dnd elsewhere, but no accounts oF revenue have ever resched Persian Government from 
+this source. 

‘Turkish Ambassador has threatened to put the wsmo principle in foree for Turkish 
subjects. 

Hie onor-General of Tapaban has informed me, through the acting British, consul 


Tehran, May 22, 1914. 
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general, that, as Russian oonsulate-genoral and bank make it impossible for him to 

ut his duties, he proposes to resign, I haye urged my Russian colleague to insthice 
Russian consul-genoral to act in a leas arbitrary manner, He said he bid recoived no 
answer from Tepabian to his previous telegraro, but would telegraph again, 





(23035) No, 107. 


Major Knoz to Sir Bdiward Grey—(Recoived May 23,) 
No. 16. Confidential.) 
ir, Bushiro, May 2, 1914, 
Nie AME te Danowe to orion Herowith: to, report Riss aoa a adviser, 
nae Cian Gara trade aud shipping in the Persian Gulf fox the pariod 

The report makes melancholy reading, and I fur that there’ is only too much 
ground for the apprehensions it conveys that the prosperous future of the Hamburg- 
Amerika Linio in its Persian Gulf venture is assured for the next five or six years, by 
ae time Gor sonny 1 intereta inx Mosopotania will be reapioy, the full profits 
of theit untiring enterprise, and, unless. special ti taken, i 
Basra will be repeated Raniyistmne eit setie es ee Mee 

__ Authorities at home, whose opinions are entitled to the highest respect, continue 
to impress on His, Majesty's Government the views ale equenty.alvanced by th 
Residency, that German competition is, conducted in these regions’ on non-commerci 
principles, and therefore presumably with the object of extending German’ political 
influence, mainly, if not entirely, ‘at the expense of Great Britain, It is on this 
consideration that I would baso my earnest; appeal that the cavefull suguestions made 
by the commercial adviser in his report for the advancoment of British interests and the 
recovery of British commercial supremacy may. receive the fullest and most sympathetic 
-eonsideration, to be followed, if possible, by enetgetic action on the lines indivated. 

Mr, Chick's suggestions may be tabulated as follows — 

1. Endeavours to obtain for British refined sugar a share in the sugar trade to the 
Bors sn Gulf, ‘This trade has recently attained to importance and bids fair to increase 
largely. 

2, Attempts to divert shipments of foreign refined sugar to British vessels, 

% Meailas al by Bel ds Heed Banaliane Tingaly 

. The establishment of a British lighterage com ibrucing in its ion all 
ports of call for steamers in the Per eee aS el : 

__ 5; Reimbursement by His Majesty's Government to British shipping companies of 
shipping rebates granted to British merchants in order to enable them to. compete on 
the Karun and at Bushina withnon-commercial competition of German wheat buyers. 

6, Improvement of British steamer service on the Karan River, 

7. British bills of lading from Antwerp to Ahwaz involving, British carriage 
throughout the journey. 

8, Construction by exclusive British ugenoy of— 

(i) Porta'on the Persian coast ; and 
6.) Railway lines from the coust to the interior, 


‘A-copy of this despatch has been sent to the Government of India, 
Thave, da. 
f G, 8, KNOX, Major, 
His Majesty's Acting Consul-Gencral for Fara, do, 


Enclosure in No. 107. 


Report on German Trade and Shipping in the Persian Gulf. for the period 
October 1918-13. 


‘THIS report deals with the seventh year of sailings of the Hamburg-Amerika 


Tinie to the Persian Gulf For the annual reporta previously written on th 
subject reference may be made to:— REE ee fe sad 


> May -13; 2909 


No.12, iy Noveinber 
Ime 8, 1910. 


Novis, jj September’ 21, 1918, 


No, 7, Commercial, November 27, 1907 | No, 7; Commercial Joly 28, 011 
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‘The [following table shows the number of vessels calling st Bushire for tho ‘Figures -for (thn “yoar-undar ropatt- mail (here ‘i 
Pag hivien eesti ele p igures 7 ib f 
eee pe ian Linie in comparison with the calls in previous Years: and also with cartied over those of seer am Pthis ee Cee aes 
the vessels of British lines bringing cargo from Europe to the Gulf:— tain, headings, material for ‘the Bagdad Railway and sugar from Belgium and 
‘Homburg; there is no advance, and rather a decreass of imports, in other classes of 





Oct | Oct | Oct. | Oct | Yet | Oct | ee, 
41906-7.] 1907-8] 1908-9. 1909-10,]1910-11.|i9s11-19, 1919-15, 





Analysie of Import Cargoes, 


Growth of Sugar Trade—The remarkable development of shipments’ of sugars 
Nog Ageia Sina Crap 2 8 using the year underreport wil bo seen fiom the eda ret ela aye 
Pasksnl Ba teaayt ea (Bioko: re exclusively loaf sugar shipped at Antwerp and Austrian aryatals (H.A.RG,) shipped at 
ENerman Tino and Hall; Limited) Hamburgs— 
Weit Hartlepool Steam Navigation 7 10 - 
Compsy (used 


|Htamburg-Atieciin Linié 12 n 




















4909-10, | 1910-11, | 1911-19, | 1919-19, 








* Four of thes» brought only coal for the British Government, and {wo others wers fn ballast, 
hi hip" Westphal he Hi Amerika Linie, did not br Baner Ha se gga | args 

‘The steamship “ Westphalis” of the Hamburg-Amerika Linj, did not bring eargo ‘ in | ar 
to Bushire, ond tho German veseel “Orissa” also visited the Gulf with  eatgo ot ig | 2788 | 1spe0 
‘wood for date boxes from Sweden. Busbire, Re 921680. | 181 \24 
That imports to Bushive by the Hamburg-Amerika Line inereased in far greater Monon. Ss f eons | “aa00 


proportion tht those by, thé British lines is shown below -— aaeAes Eo aan 











Total Packagee— | ruber of | Avetoue por Versol— 
a 








weit | in, [aa 





HismbirgeAtseriks ine... «.| 440 | issu | az ams | oan 


Aoglo-Agoriin Hino. ~ | otigaoe, | 70708 4077 5,905 pekees 
Bucknall Stoasnbip Lines ‘B 2 28,258 9 3,780, 2684 
‘Wott Hartlepool Steam Navigation 6,812 aren) Se 1362 “i 
‘Company (Limitod), | Tt thus results that in 1912-14, out of a total of 721,926 total eck gee (excluding 
railway material, &e.), no lo than 595,896, or 88 per cent of the whale, were augar, 
Rare Bey and oily 17 por cent. miscellaneous eango. 
For tho first time, therefore, the ANd enter rough slorgesinimber "Ths 2873072 packages landed at Gulf porta oonsinted of 100,406 bags crystal sugar 
of packages froin Europe to Bushira than the British lines collectively, and 186,606 bags loaf sugar, Taking 2 owt, por bag-of cryatal augat and 1 owt, por 
Tmports by the Hamburg-Amerika vessels tothe various Gulf’ parts ware, aa bag of laf sugar, the weight of all 287,072 baga must have approximated’ 16,876 tons, 
SnraeatsH With Re ORs PATE ‘The relative quantities of loaf and crystal sugar Iandéd ati porta on. the ‘Tigris 
is is not stated, but assuming a proportion of twouthirds loaf sugar to ono-third oryatl 
1909-10, sugar, the weight would have been about 23,820 tons, 
‘The 595,896 bags total sugar brought out to the Gulf by the Hamburg-Amerila 
Pakage ; Linie in October 1912-18 may thos be taken to baye weighed bout 40,000 tos, or, for 
Mosoat Gis is seventoon vessels, an average eargo of 2,358 tons (English) par vessel,’ And this total 
Bunder : 21880 weight should be contrasted with only 13,250 tons, the approximate weight linded in 
Ree the year ended Ostober 1912. ; 
isa Acoording to values communicated from the various ports, this sugar (loa and 
25,044 saast | 57Ls6t crystal) was of the total value of 778,1682., 0 rewarkable figure, showing the great. 
oral ae stake thit German shipping (though the countries of origin are teally Bolgium and 
SLieMMCR oped 4) SRITER | ArsaRS Austria) haye built up ia the Persian Gulf in the comme of seven years in the sugar 
trade alone. 
1 Soni $,005 packages of tuchinery: wore also lauded for the Anglo-Persian Oil Coxopany (Linitad). When it is reflected that the Belgian cone loaf sugar (coming from a single 
‘ : F : c ee rofinery—the RaGinerie Tirlemontoise) only came into favour in the Persian Gulf gad 
‘The following comparative figures of imports to Basra, supplied by His Majesty « began to replace Marsvilles loaf sugar in the southern and western regions in about 
consti, are for calendar years, and do not exictly correspond as to period — 1906; and, secondly, that Austrian E.A.R.G. crystala up to a very few years prior to 
that date shared the tride with Java, Mauritius, and other brands of crystals, the 
19. Ini2t i91sg extent to which the trade has grown’and provided the German shipping company with 
cargo cannot: be regarded as altogether fortuitous. There ig, on the contrary, every 
= 5 reason to belisve that the Hamburg-Amerike Linio ov other German institutions have 
Soe oe | ae ‘an intereat in the Belgian Raflineris Tirlemontoise, 
sonsz |} sonser {| “Sein To previous reports it bas been ured that (1) British steamers should call at 
Antwerp in ony to participate inthe cortoge of Began sugarand provont a monopoly, 
Plus 7,287 toua ralway material aud (3) Bitisb firme through whom the bulk of these orders. arv sent, should insiation 
§ Plus about 83,663 tons alee ‘material and material for building launches and barges, shipment from Antwerp being in British vessels, The Board of Trade have lately. 
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reported in’ their letter dated the 16th March that British vessels of the “ Hall’” 
(lllorman) ot British India lines will in fature call regularly each month at Antwerp, 
‘and that it will be open to British firms buying in Belgium to have their.sugar shipped 
in these British vessels. 

‘Four vessels of the new “ Hull” line service have called at Bushire since the first 
teamer in July 1913; the total quantity of Belgian loaf sugar landed from them has. 
‘been, however, only 6,100 bags, all by tho last of tha five, the first four having landed 
none'at Bushire. Results of the next few months will show whether there. is 
spprecinble quantity of the Belgian loaf sugar carried in these vessels, i 
the cas, it will clearly be ne for representations to be made to the British firms 
in England, throngh whom the bulk of the sugar shipped to the Gull is ordered, that 
they should asl for shipments of consignments gent out by them to bo inade by British 
‘vessels from Antwerp in preference: to shipment by Hamburg-Amerika vessels. 

‘All signs point to a vory rapid increase of consumption of sugar in the regions 
fod from the Peraian Gulf daring the next few years. tthe year March 1918-14'saw: 
the import of 11,559 tons to Bushire alone—a record; and the import to Basra 
‘and Moharmerah’ was similarly far in excess of former standards, ‘The Germans sect 
Dent on pushing the import of sugar not only in Turkish Arabia, but also vil Bagdad 
ato Weetern Persia, which will provide with very large market, When, as may well 
be anticipated, in a few years’ time the import of sugar in German vessels to the Gulf 
has reached 60,000 tons and is worth over 1,000,000L,, the interest ‘Germany will 
have in the trade of this region will be little leas than that which is claimed by Great 
Britain on uccount of cotton goods. 

For this reason it is important that the German acquisition of the sugar trade to 
the Persian Gulf’ should be contested ns far as possible (1) by endeavouring to obtain 

fined gugoru a abiaro in the trade, (2) by diverting shipmonts of foreign- 
rofined sugars to British veasols. 

Messrs, Henry Tate and Sons’ sales for the Persian Gulf of orystal sugar have 
fallen off ih the post year, Apparently unknown to them; the pricos of Avstrian 
crystal delivored at Gulf porta had baen tinderselling by a largo margin their own prices 
for a considerable part of the year, 


1,200 


Experimental ordars for the same British firm's oube (loaf) sugar have boon mado 
revontly, but locally in Buahire buyers could not be found, and it is to be feared that 
tunleté the genin of the cubes can be changed to something resembling the Belzian loat 
sugar. itil bo imposible to Sind neal for, the, Bit atylo of sugar in this region, 
‘The Parsiaasinnd the Arabs sot’ such store by the shape of the Belgian and Fronch 
conos that the powsbiity of making cub augar popular soem unlikely in any ca, 

Mosare, Henry ‘Tato aud Sons have moro than onco stated that it would not pay, 
thom to creat new plant for refising in cones; that-a lage additional amount of 
‘o wasteful expenditure of time, and an antiquated system of manufucturo would be 
involved and, lastly, that trade in the shape affected in tho Gulf ia w dying one. The 
tendency to expansion in the «ugar trade in the Peraian Gulf region (which will before long 
opresont a very large market) has been so marked. within the last throe or four years, 
‘mid tho estimated quantity of loaf sugar in cones landed in, the Gulf during the past 
‘yon (30,000 tons) is so Tego, that it is hardly to be believed that Messrs, Tate ure 
Zorreot in theit opinion as to the future of trade’in this line of sugar. Tt would be very 
advantageous for British trade in this region if such o firm as Mosars. Tato and Sons 
‘could be inducod to produce loaf sugar for this market, and it is to be hoped thas they 
‘will be willing to re-oxamine the question of special refining plant after consideration of 
the quantity of sugar now in demand. 

‘General Cargo, Porvian and Arab Ports—The relatively small proportion, 
pertieulny in ho Year andor review, of goneral oargo, in comparison with the sugar 

‘ought out by these German vessels will be seen from the following figures — 
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* Estimated at domo 9,200 tons, 
Purkish Ports (Barra and Bagdad), 


as follows in :— 


—The proportion of sugar to genoral cargo was 
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Yhroughout the year under report, and it must-have been a most, prosperous year for 
the line as far as the Gulf service is concerned. 

If 150,000 tons, the quantity not exeseding which the Société des Transports 
Phaiihegatanttmnna ns preteninuteeresner ta osetia Mira! cles 
four years, represonta the maximum total quantity thet the railway company will need 
to ship to Bagdad, then another two years at lesst of full outward cargoes to the Gulf 
in the Hamburg-Amerika vessels may be expected, But Lord Inchcape has mentioned 
in a letter to Sit T. Holdemess “something like 400,000 tons of railway material from 
Hamburg to Basra.” ‘This figure would presumably inelade the material for the 
Busta Bagdd section; pomtly wl for the Bag dad-Whanikin psotoh ag well; “Tu thie 
ease tho porod during. whieh the German shipping line willbe in privilege positon, 
ag regards the quantity of outward cargo falling to its share in the trade vil the 
eraian Quik deh lkely to Bs extend to Ava‘or tix years at Isat 


Export Cargoes. 2 


Homeward cargoes shipped in the Porsian Gulf Ports during the year October 
1912-18 and previous years were made up a follows : 





1909-10; | 1910-11. | 1911-19. | 1912-138, 





Packages. | Packages, | Packages. 

pd ee ear 
5633 | 9,266 St 
ga70 | ass |. 
vase | 367 | 9,039 
8,768 | App. 888 


Mctal se rts 15799 | andoe | 4742 


Bundor Abbas 


ion. | 102, | 1918, 
ve ae] 203850" | 118816 | 108,960. | Bryjse2* 








* 270,151 packages of thoae wero dates, 19°178 dogs pare. 


Approximately, the 4,742 packages from the Gulf porta during the year under 
roview may be eatimated at 610 tona; the 811,62 packages from Basra and Bagdad 
at 18,671 tons, 2 


Grain in Tons, 





4009-10, | apio-41 | 1011638, | soldat 





Wheat— 
Biushite a ey 202 
‘Mohamneeah ae, | eas 





‘Total 6 ! 985 





Baslo 
Bombe es Flom r 9829 
‘Mobiammoral i x 2,140 
Bast i Df 80,890, 
Total oy 86,959 


Paddy, Millet, Datisood— 
‘Mobinuinioral, é AH 5 ee 
Basta o go) on i 48,509 

Motal is, ay, ao] 088 13,800 
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Owing to the failure of the: harvest in tho Gulf regions in 1919 and the small 
quentity of grain and seeds obtained by the German firm of Wénckhaus and Co., 


‘The Istest. 
Maroh\ 1912-13, 
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the value/of the Galf import trade (excluding pearla and specie from Babrein) as 
followa:— 


wmimersh yo 
Basra and Bagdad (1912) 
Mealy weed yy ee 6,988,788 


‘Thus, die allowanes being mada for tho difference in date between the two sets of 
figures, the yalue of the import trade to the Persian Gulf already carried iu these 
Goimiah steamers may be taken at one-sixth of the total import trade of ths Gulf, quite 
apart from the value of Bagdad Railway cargo noted above. In export trade the value 
carried in the Germin steamers in tha year under report was only a sinall fraction of 
the whole, due to the total failure of the harvest; but the curroat year, October 
1918-14, may see tho Gorman proportion reach very considerable dimensions. 


Combination between British Shipping Lines in the Gulf Trade, 


‘Dwelye stigdtestions, made in the report on the year October 191119 for improve~ 
ment of the position of British shipping companies and British trade gonerally in 
competition with the German ship yng ling and its methods inthe: Gul have been 
recently reviewed in a letter from Be joard of ‘Trade to the bag A ‘Office dated the 
16th March. ‘The information therein given, that the Anglo-Algerian, Steamship, 
Company: (Limited) (Strick ine), Buoknall and Ellerman Lines (Limited), and Sic 
Marous Samuel's Company baye combined as Toga sailings and rates of freight (and 

reaumubly gencral policy) in connection with the dirvot trade between urope and the 
Eiulf, and? that they have also been joined by the British India Steam Navigation 
Company (Limited), certainly marks wat advance in one respect onthe situation in 
recent year, A combination between Lord Inchcape, Sir J, Ellerman, Sir M. Samtel, 
and Mr. Strick places Britidi shipping between Kuropo and the Gulf in a stronger 
‘ition to resist ear attacks, and to make provision for future developmonts, than 
has ever existed before, Now. that regilar monthly sailings from Antwerp by, British 
vostolé belonging to this combinntion have boen arranged, the Hamburg-Amorika Linio 
will’no longer have the monopoly of eee trade to the Persian Gulf; but, on the 
otlier hand, it will not be posstblé for another year to see if these British vessels obtain 
‘d reasonable share of the carriage of loaf sugar from Antwerp, which should not be less 
than ‘one-half if the numbor of German sailings from Antwerp is not increased beyond 
the total for the year reviewed above, It does not transpire from the letter of the 
Board of Trad it the wrrsogement now concluded between the British and German 
companivs provides for British wnd German vessels\being alternately and indiscriminatel 
loaded with all sugar frou the Belgian refinery avalabte ‘at the time for Nap 
Until that, point. is made cleur it! appears: nob unlikely thet private arrangements 
dotween tlie rebiiery ind Hamburg-Amerike Linis may give the bull of this sugar’ to 
the German steamers and leaye British vessels alling ut Antwerp with @ very emall 
share inthe trade, IP this should: prove the position, it. will be neosssary to jet the 
buyers and shippers of sugat—British firms in Enyland for the greatest part—to give 
instructions for all! their, purchases tor the Gulf from Antwerp to be Respect td 
‘British steainers calling at that port, and not by the Gorman line, 


Rogilar Calle at Bahrein and Lingah. 


One other point in conneetion with the new combination of British ebipping 
companies; to which prowinenoe has bean given in the reports:for 1911-12 and. previous 
‘years, bas not beon alluded to in the letter from tho Board of rad, Though o certain 
Standard of regularity of sailings seems intonded, it ie not stated whether those vessuls 
will include Bahrein and Lingah in thoi itinerary, ‘The importance with which this 
matter is viewed locally in the Gulf might be impressed by the Board of Trade on 
‘Lord Inchcape and his associates. At the present timo the direct trade between Europe 
‘and these two ports is entirely in the hands ot the Hamburg-Amerike Linte} and, am 
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‘The comments in the letter 
have been constantly made in pravious re 
of freight being charged: by British hi 
of the situation for British interests locally in the 
coucerned, though they may represent the stil! 
‘The Board of Tre state that British khipo 
‘(by the German (*) or by 
chiracter; that’ the 


As explained in previous, reparis, the yenr Ootober 1012-19 freed us ftom’ all 
I 


anxiety ou the soors of the grain trade from Persian porta filling into the hands of the 
German fit, supported by the frvights of the Hamburg-Amerks Lint Hosame the 
harvest was @ total fuiluro, and fearly all vessels, both German and British, had to go 
to the Indian const for homawand cargoes. ‘The prospects confonting. ws now in the 
summer and autumn of 1914 ure, on the contrary, very serious, in view of the bumper 
harvest expected from Arabistan and along the Porsian littoral, 

There will be @ large sirplus oe a tnd British firms—in’ Bushire + Messrs, 
H, ©, Dixon and @o,, Gray, Paul, and Co, Maloolm (ogents of Moan Strick), Zinger 
and Co. may be instanced ; in Mohammerali: Messra, Strick, Seott, and Co, (Limited), 
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Gtay, Mackentis, and C3,, Lyrich Brothérs)—want to buy and export grain to the: 
United Kingdom, and are eae preparations like the cenenieaa 

Perhaps the position will be clearer if put in this way: 40,000 to 50,000 tons off 
wheat and barley are expected to be available for export from the two Persian ports of 
Mohammerah ‘and Bushire from June 1914 onwards, The Hamburg-Amerika vessels 
will want! to load in: the Gulf as far as possible, and they will no doubt offer every 
assistance to Messrs. Wenekhaus and Co, in the way of freight and facilities; owing to: 
the heavy shipmenta of railway material there should be at: least three available every 
two months. Messrs, Wénckhaus will endeavour to seoure every ton they can; 
previous history of the relations between Messrs. Wénekhaus and the line show that 
the Gorman fira do not lose by purchasing at apparently unremunerative prises. 

Tf the British firms refrain from competing,.as the Board of Trade seem to 
recommend, the German firm will be in a position’ to secure unchallenged the bull of the 
40,000 to 50,000 tons estimated. If British firms locally compete, as they intend to 
do, they expect that the Germans will foros, prices up to a level which will nob pay 
shipment, on commercial Ines, to London, and will drive Bi firms out of the 
market. In 1911, it will Le remembered, the Germans did this in the most arrogant. 
fashion ut Busbirg and Mohammerah; it was chiefly through the friendly relations 
between the khans along the Persian coast and the residency that the British firms 
geoured the quantity they did, ‘The Germunsjare in a far stronger position in L914; it 
is generally ageoed that the’ Hamburg-Amerika Linie will give a rebate that will 
‘enable them to oyerbid the British firms by an even larger margin than in 1911. 

‘We have now to consider the political cousequences—ths damage to British 
intorests in general—should nothiug be done to enable the British firms to match the 
German prices, when and where necessary, and the Germans, sa anticipated, be left to 
capture nearly all the quantity available for export. 

Purchase nd export’ of 40,000 tons of gran, valued ut, say, 200,0001, to 250,000, 
would give Germauy almost as large a stake in the export trade of Arabistan aud’ the 
povines of Bune ax tht held by Great tai, ‘The Geran sipping Tue would 

ecoinie the most in evidence in the eyey of the population the German launch: craft 
and bargos on the Karan would have a virtual monopoly of the traffic; the prestige off 
Wonokhuus and Co,—who are known to the natives ‘as the “ Germans”—woul 
enormously increased. ‘They would outwardly be the most powerful triding firm in 
the regio. Forsiana and Arabs, who know nothing of the money being expended by 
the German Government to create Gerinan interests in the Gulf, und merely Side by 
rowults, will 868 that a single German firm has far greator fonds nt ite disposal than 
numbet of British firms, and is able to crush all compotition by thom. 

‘The predominant: position aoquited by the German firm, o apparent in the towns,. 
will Bo apread far and’ wide in the districts by the tribesmen selling gram, who have 
‘been thrown into touch with the German office or agents, and the lntver will impress on 
all that the Germans aro a stronger force than the British, His Majesty's consu) for 
Atabistan has clearly pointed out the effect that u growth of influence of the Germans 
will have on the Sheikh of Mohammeral and on his relations with us. Not only would 
the, practical’ monopoly. of the trade for the Persian districts put; Messrs. 
Wouelkbaun in a inudh stronger position to extend their business in all directions inland, 
bot, it. will be an encouragement to other Germad merchants to establish themselves, 
Tt, will lead’ to more German consular representatives in Southern Persia; to further 
‘attics on British’ preserves, such as the’ quaraitine sorvies ¢ and to the undermining. 
of the British official position in many ways. The one German consul at present in 
Southern Persia at, Bishire makes a point ofjcausing the British representatives as. 
much trouble ai possible. Finally, any loss of influence of British commercial interests 
will inevitably: entail a loss of prestige of the representatives of the British Goverument, 
in the eyes of the Tocal Government and population, as contrasted with the gain in. 
prestige by ouother Huropean State and its nationals, 

Mak ‘ony attempt by the Germans todrive the British firms out of the Southern 
Persiau, marlot, for the export of grain by moans of thoir. Shipping rebates can be, and! 
should he, dafaated by the British shipping companies bei led to grant secretly 
similar rebates is urged by all British representatives in the Gulf'as the only method of 
preventing the political consequences outlined above. 7 

Solely’ for political reasons, ib is suggested that His Majesty's Government should 
ingur soll futneil expenditure for einbaring, th sBipping comps for specally 
low rater of freight on grain, not, as. objected’ in the of Trade letter of the 
Jet March, 191.9). in order to support private British traders." y 

‘We must citler reconcile ourselves to losing the trade in grain from the Persian 
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Company (Limited) that they should arrange at Antwerp for all goods carried by theite 
ror ate eauase peed So i tee Biol etsenucsie thes ara a 
counter to somie extent the effect of the citeular by the Hamburg-Ameriky Liniels 
agents at Antwerp, translated in the memorandum of the 8th February, enclosed in 
despatch No. 4 from Bushire, 


Dominant position held by the Hamburg-Amerika Linie and prospects before British 
Shipping intereste, 


‘The situation as described in Lord Tneheape’s letter of the 29th December, 1918, to 
Sir ‘T, Holderness is very serious, coming from such an authority and written after his 
company had combined with Sir J, Ellerman and the other British shipowners. “2. 
‘The British shipowners haye been obliged ta come to,terms with the Hamburg-Amerika 
Linio nnd to agree rates of freight, and algo to give up direct loading: fiom Hamburg 
and Antwerp. .... Ifthe British lines had not come to terms with the Hanburg- 
Am Linie it would have been impossible for them to maintain a position in the 
trade,” 


‘This is tantamount to saying that the Hamburg-Amerika Linie (and the powers 
bohind i¢) ate masters of the situation inthe Persian Gulf, Tn view of this opinion, ant 
the situation as British officers in the Gulf see it on the spot, thy opinion expressed. in 
the Board of Trade's letter of the 16th March, that the shipping arrangements now 
nud" will placg, tho British companies eullciently strong to quable then to meet: aay 
possible German competition in the future,” oan hardly be juatified. 

As indicated in the first part of this report, the Hamburg-Ameriln Linie will 
continuo in o position of independence for at least the next five years, until the 
material: for the Bagdad-Busra portion of the railway is all landed at Basra. They 
will ‘benelit by: the: material necessary for the construotion of ports at Basra and 
Bagdad, of which Germany. pots the largest shire, By that time the Bagdad Railway 
itself will be working, the Khanikin branch be under construction, and: their position 
atill further assured, During this period the German Government and the channels 
through which it is working in the Persian Gulf will be searching for new openings for 
tho establishment of German “interests ’—partioulurly in the hinterland of the 


Povsin, cout i is apprshondod, Finally as to, the pobition after this eorapletiou of 


the railway, even Lord Incheape—though the British India Steam Navigation 
Company (Limited) enjoy a litge mail subsidy from Government—is disturbed, * We 
may find'an attempt on the part of the Gormans to oust British yessela from the trade 
from Basra to India... OF course, it the German Government are determined to 
foroo their way into the trade with India by means of subsidies, it may go hard with 
‘the Britiah lines,” 

Ax matters stand at present, during the next few yeara there is no likelihood of 
the British shipping ootpanies or financial: interesta being’ able to furtify themselves 
against, and free themeolyes from, the domination of the German line to any appreciable 
extant, since the normal trade of the Persian Gulf ports is not likely to expand beyond 
ite pregent very restricted limits, 

British shipping ‘and influence in the Gulf, in fast, requires a set-off against the 
power sow ailorded to Germiny by the construction of the Bagdad Railway, and this 
an only be provided by the construction of ports ou the Persian coast and railway 
Tinés from tho coast to the interior by British enterprisd exclusively, and’ the materi 
for such works being carried in British vessels. ‘The early construction of railway lines 
from Moharnmerah to Dizful and from Bunder Abbas to Dizfiil and Bunder Abbas to 
Kerman, and some mechanical provision for the route fron Bushire to Shiraz, are 
urgently needed, just as greatly in order to replice British shipping and financial 
intoresta in the Gulf in a position far superior to that of the Germans us to provide a 
ubsttuta for the present tally inadegunte supply of transport animals for the 
southern potts to tho interior, ‘anda check to the spread of Russian commercial 
‘influence: southwards, 

‘The more the effects of the developments. in the Gulf and! Southern Persia aro 
studied and worked out'on the spot, the firmer dosa the conviction become that the 
conatrustion of railways for the Persian portn should be taken in sand without delay. 

H. 0. K, 


Commercial Adviser. 
April 1914. 
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[23036] No. 108. 


Major Koz to'Sir Hatoard Groy.—(Reaeived May 23.) 
(No. 47. Confidential;) 


¢ 
Six, , Bushiro, May 8, 1914. 

IN continuation of Sir P. Cox's despatch No, 14, Conimoraial, dated ‘uslive tho 

20th September, 1913, T have the Konotr to forward herewith vopy of a menorandtre 

repared by Mr H. G. Chick, commercial ndviser to this fesideney, in which io 
dibdusses in greater derail the Project for motor transport betweon Bashira and Dalila, 
thé first portion of the caravan road to Shivit, 

Thought Mr Chick isnot able to give full'ustimatos of he cost of tha under- 

ing, the figures he does give of possible gross profits which T gatlur would amount 
to 15,000, per annum as iguinst working expenses of 2.400 plus upkeap of zou and 
initial expenditure of 12,0001. plas construction of road—-if this is jnovitable—over oh 
Siey stretch of U0 miles, would seem to show thitt tha suggestion lina distinct 
Somunercial possibilities and is worth further detailed examination by exports, 
¢ hope that it may be found possible to arrange for such detailed examination 
and ‘Mr. Chick's absence on Jeave fo England this summer would sdem to uflord a 
favourablo opportunity for further disuussfon nt home, T vontuey to eubmit the project 
for furthor consideration. 

In this connection, it may bo usiwell to invite attention to Shiray telegram No. 20, 
{lated the 12th February, 1014, of which a copy is nttachod for waxy reference le 
telegram shows that other interests, besides our own, ate considering the: possiblitios 
of modern transpott on the Bushire-Shiray route, 

Tlinvo, &o. 
8..G. KNOX, Major, 
Hix Majentys Acting Consul-General for ars, de. 


et 
Enclosure 1 in No, 108. 


Memorandum, 


Transport: Motor Service botween Bushire and Datile, 
(Confidential) : 
REFERENOE was made in a ps 


are moro 
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2U 








roplaced. ‘The samo complaints of dearth of mules ‘re to hand from the Ahi 
Tepahan and the Kirman roads, 

‘When the memorandum mentioned above was written the possibility of utilising 
motor traction. of the stretch of road between Bushire and Daliki, and by this means 
relieving themselves and consignees up-country from the financial, burden caused by 
honsands of lotds of goods lying, constantly at Bushire aud failing to reach their 
destined markets at the proper season, had already bogui to agitate traders in Bushire. 
Since that dato the matter has frequently been montioned th me again; prices of the 
lorries necessary and capital required have been asked and, as T see it, the views of 
those chiefly concerned are hardening to. a decision that until they ‘obtain motor 
transport there will be no improvement in thoir trading difficulties with Shiraz, Some, 
who are moui of ome wealth, say definitely that they will subscribe largely to.sich a 
Company (alvava with the proviso that European capital and management should be 
obtained as well). 

‘Phe Governor of the Gulf Ports voived this view the othor day in couneetion with 
the justructions that had been gent him by the Minister for Foreign Affairs at Sir W. 
Townley's requost, and in pursuance of the appraval of His Majesis’s Govornment to 
‘Auggestions made in the memorandum mentioned above for. co-operation between the 
Porsian Goveraors and British consular officers in obtaining an adequate supply of 
transport animals. His’ Exeellenoy said that he considered a motor service greatly 
needed; that he had been thinking over the matter and how the necessary capital 
could bo raised, It was evident to him that Busbire could only subscribe a small 
portion of the sum roquired : in Shiraz the merchants were hardly any better off, and 
such magnates as his friond Kayam-ul-Mulk: woro financially embarrassed owinig to 
heavy. Moninges anlcdopreclavon) Ob thelr properties, Hie (Sxeallecey sroudlered 
ihother the ruling kkhans of the districts in the neighbourhood of Bushire and) Dal 
ito, Shabankareh, Hayat Daud, Burasjan, &c., who all had! great wealth lying idle, 
could. be inducad to help to finance such a scheme. 

Mhis idea, haying taken hold of local opinion, will probably spread until/it attracts 
attontion outside trading cireles in Bushire and Shiraz, Such’ a prospect seems to offer 
Avcertain amount of danger that interests other than British might initiate a scheme 
for motor transport betweon Bushire and Daliki, For this reason. the: local neod, and 
tho achomo a commercial proposition, merit careful examination by His Majesty's 
Government and the Government of India. Recent. nows that motor transport. is 
working botweon Rasht and ‘Tehran is causing-people in those regions to realise 
possibilities of initiative ond thoir own wants more than over. If thers be @ current 
of local opinion in favour of motor trausport, then I gubmit that British interests 
should put themselves at tho heal of such « movémont rather than ignore it and run 
the risk/of others putting forward a scheme, 

Bosidos the beneficial effoct that motor tminsport for part of the way to Shiraz 
might havo on the yolume of frade carried up country, it would appear distinct 
‘advantage for British interests endeavouring ta obtain @ concession for a railway 
connéotion betwoon Bushire and Shiraz that British interests were “already largely 
¢oncorned in a motor transport service from Bushiro, 


Motor Transport ax a Commercial Proposition. 


‘Phove can be litile donbt that o motor service from Bushire to Daliki would be a 
ory prota investment up tothe tine that railway replaced it an even afterwards 
foelnyg that Burasjan, a flourishing trade centre for the coast districts, would hardly 
be likely to be on tho direct lino of railway. 

In the first place, the caravan road traversed between Bushive and Daliki is quite 
safe; for many years caravans have not been raided, and the districts surrounding the 
road gro kept int good order, 

Socondly, tho rites of hire paid for some years past on the upward journey from 
Bushireto Shiraz for animal transport have been enormous, It isimpossible to reckon 
very accurately the sums paid each year to muletoers and donkeymon, as different 
categories of goods pay different rates of hiro, but taking the prices ruling. on piece 
Geode, the. lowest. ated catagory, tho following wag, the, etimate ‘mado ia, 
iheigrandum onclosed in Sir P, Cox's despatch No, 4, Commercial, of the 
4th Maroh, 1911 (on the subject of possible routo for wheeled transport to Shiraz via 
Finzabad) — 
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and ebolf winter snontha when the road is doft with rain, it would stand motor trafic 
faitis, ‘The madicipality would probably need to extend the metalled road for a mile 
Oreo, but theeo, as far as the stream at Ahmadi, 24 miles, the present caravan route 
fe as flat ag @ billiard table and as hurd as a tock for the best part of the year. 
‘A call culvert, would bo needed at the ford of the Alimadi stteam, but could be 
jnado without much eost and without exciting objection. ‘Thence again to Khushab, 
‘where another culvert is necessary, the road is firm and Jevel: from Khashab to 
Barasjan (40 miles) a little road-making, but not much, might be necessary, Even as 
it te carriages are. frequently driven from Bushire to Burasjan. Prom Burasjin fo 
Daltki there ie certainly a good deal of rises and falls in the ground. for one-third of 
the distance, and the ground is very stony, but the foundation seems hard. 

‘Whether it would be feasible for motor lorries, liedvily Jaden, to be ran constantly: 
ovér tho rond from Bushire to Bnraajan in its prevent state is a matter for examination 
for comipotont engineers. Messrs. T. Coser and Co; (Limited), who have the contract 
for the new customs-house at Bushire, aro entitled under their contract to bring up 
Motor cur for thelr personal use during the work, and T bud hoped to nrrango with 
the managing director, who is a, skilled engineer, that he would. bring, up one of his 
firm's cars to Bushire before J left on leave, and that an attempt could be made in 
company with tho officar of. the Royal Engineers attached to the Residency, to muke « 
thorough igat of the roid in'a motor car, with the object of obtaining their expert 
opinion ab to how far’ rod construction would be nédessaty, before motor lorries 
could be ran, 

‘hat hes not boen possible up to. timo of writing; but in view of the opening 
for motor enterprivo that is oesurring to most people at Bushire, it is, very desirable 
that some carly opportunity should be found for the assistant engineer attached to the 
Residensy ond others to examine and réport on the roud carefully. 

Tf little in the way of roadmaking is necessary for wight to nine months of the 
sir, then thore seems no reason why o company sliould not be formed to import motor 
{ssa nnd run them for the transport of morchandigo, Speaking under correstion, E 
thine that uo concodsion is needed for motor vehicles to run over the existing roads in 
Bouthorn. Pursit, provided customs daty. has heon paid on the cars, any more than for 
vohicles drawn by animals. 

THis Majesty's Government might oyim, after further examination by experts, 
‘ddeide that there was good teason to apply for a concession for the road to be motalled, 
find a company given exclwive rights of transport on it. 

Whothor tho exponso of metalling: had, to, be undertaken or not, the capital outlay 
srould seem Likely to bo amall in comparicon with the large revenue to be derived; 
nd) ig stated above, the fact that the tkansport of goods to, Daliki was in the hands 
of a company ran ond partly financed by British capital would seem a considerable 
fuset for future negotiations regarding railway concessions. 

If this project finds favour in the eyes of Hig, Majesty's Government, it occurs, to 
no that the AngloPersin Oil Company (Limited), which has previously imported a 
Fond train to Ahwaz, might do eo in connection with oil borings at Daliki: | This 
omnpiny i intorested iu the Peniian Railways Syndicate (Limited), As tor Persian 
support, the Nizam-ue-Sultanch, sho is tho owner of the fief at Daliki is 4 man of 
ak nl ak iiense nid Rould probably arrange matters orth the Persian 

overament if difficulties urose, Ho knows this part of Porsin well, and is a willing 
inyostor, a8 ho ins before stated. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 108, 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Taichley. 

(No, 20.) i . 
(elegraphie), R. Shivas, February 12, 1014, 

‘SHARD has been somo talk here lately among Persian niereliants of starting: 
‘ompany for constructing railveay between Shira and Bushire, Chavo reason to think 
that thescheme waa suggested by tho Gorman comeul during his tay here Inst summer. 
Jaa would be that the company should pose as Persian vompany, but that considerable 
Portion of the capital should bo vaiked in Germany. Y-scatcely think that Uhe project 
can dont to stything, but if is worth watebing. 
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Oe 11) Sir Rdward Grey to Captain Wilson, 
Telegraphic.) R. 


Zour tale, oe Office, May 23, 1014. 
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(23208) No, 110, 


(ys 98) Sir L. Mallet to Sir Hatoard Grey. —(Received May 26,) 


ir, 
x referenc: ‘ 
‘ AWITH seen sy ag INGE Constantinople, May 20, 1914, 


2 f the 14th April, 
ne to my dspateh No, 251 of tho 14th Apel hive ths honow 0 
fronton pauoith @ despaeh fom thy Bil commiasioner ow th. usco:Poth 
sg gee Tapping on the adjudsation by himself and is Russian celoogus of Hakegt 


Thave, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 


Enclosure.in No. 110, 


No. 28, Mn, Wratislaw to Sir D. Mallet. 
ir, 
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‘Boksat \ f 
cs Ho Baa Ghahi, as the Persians prefer to call i 


‘but which’ may be said to extend it 
low the ruins, tthe larger, diateiot ak 
some extent by the same can, The 
under partial cultivation by natiyes of 
fe ds ive always disputed the rights of the Vali 
AShirine zt i Arne 
dene ooo “id Bastia which has given a to the next. district i 
feed fy at 20 miles north-west of Raksa toto row fie ‘the Seyi Haan 
aimed Saale ope only ou the ost where th Turk vile Vorbathia's 
ee vers GauidjaxcToiom to the north and avi te 


ax 
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tho south, which nite about 4 miles south-east of Zorbathia and then flow to the small 
bt flourishing Turkish. town of Bodra, their united waters being known Joely a5 tho 
Bedxai River. Zorbathia recsives its water supply from canals leaving the Gundjun~ 
‘Tehern some distance up tho valley. ~ 

When negotiations were opened during our stay at Baksai, it appeared that both 
tho ‘Turks and tho, Persians claimed the whole ‘of these two districts, and after the 
Commission had moved to Seyyid Hassan their views were manifestly irrecon- 
cilable-antl they, referred the question to the arbitration of the British and Russian 
‘commissioners. 

‘The tusk set before my Russian colleague and myselt was by no means an easy 
one ‘The lengtliy discussions at Baksai had thrown no additional Tight whatever on 
the etatua quo of 1848, all we had to goon being some seanty references to the matter 
in Goneral Tchirikof’s Diary and the. “Reports” of the Couneil of Bedrai and the 
chiofs of the Beni Lam, inserted by Dorvish Pasha in his book, as well as Dervish 
Posha’s own rematks on the subject. ake? he 

‘rom these we concluded that in 1848) neither Turkey nor Persia exercised any 
sovereignty, over the distriats in dispute, at the time of the Treaty of Exzeromn 
wore simply a debatable land between the Feili tribe of Pusbt-i-Kul and the Turkish 
Beni Lam, hese two tribes cultivated the lands in common, the tendency, however, 
boing for the Feili to push back the Baoi Lam, ‘ 

"Fe was obvious, thireforo, that n compromise was the only golution. Wo were’ both 
agreed that Soyyid Hnesan showd be awarded to Persia, as being essential to Pushtei- 
Kuk, and appearing geographically to belong to it. Besides, whatover may have beon 
the caso in 1848, the only cultivators at the. present, time are cartainly Weil, and to 
dispossess'them to-day. would cause an undesirable upheaval. 7 

We did not, however, find oursolyes in such entire agreement over the question of 
Dakeai. M, Minorsky considered that the weight of evidence available indioated that 

fits in Baksai rather exceeded. thoss of Turkey in Seyyid Hasian,iand that 
be taken into account. ‘ouglit to bo 
to tho name 


with Boos 2 
e fmially agreed to award Seyyid Hassan to Persia and Baksai to Turkey, while 
misittuining the rights of the Vall ts a private proprietor in the luster district. As 
‘compensation to Persia for having possibly got slightly the woret.of the deal, we took 
the'trontieline «bout 4 miles below the jnnotion ‘of the Gundjan-Tchem and the 
Gayi instead of to the jmetion itself. nee 

wwey&e. 


A.C, WRATISLAW. 





(23209) No, 111. 
Sir L, Mallet to'Sir Edward Grey —(Recetved May 251) 
(No, 359)) 


Sis, Constantinople, May 20, 1914. 
T HAVE ‘the honour. to forward ‘herewith a despatch from the British Com- 
imiusioner on ‘Turoo-Persian Frontier Commission reporting on agreement reached as'to 
the ‘lino of frontier ftom the ‘Gundjunctehem ‘to the commencement of the Kelle 
‘Shouvan ‘range. : 
Thave, &. 


‘LOUIS MALLET, 


Wi 


Enclosure in No. 111, 


Mr Wratis! i 
@. 24) law to Sir Ly Mallet, 
ir, iene ‘ Camp Mendah, Aprit 12, 1 

IN continuation) of my immediately. precoding despatch, T have. the eats to 
report that the ling of frontier from the Gundjun-tehem to the commencement of the 
Kelle Shouvan range we Aue on while the Commission was:still at Seyyid Hassan, 

‘The Persians’ original proposal was’ that the’ frontien should pass along tho 
Gundjun-tchem only for ‘& couple of miles above its junction with the Gavi, then branch 
off north to Mount Kouh-i-Guemnayex and along the lowest. tunge of hills to Kouh.i- 
Guetchan, and then teller the foot of the hills to the River Talkh Ab, and so to 
the Djebel Hamrine. ‘This line, however, they probably only pub forward in onder 40 
be ablo to mako apparent concessions, their main object (being to soctine for Persia a 
salt doposit on the right bank of the Gundjun-rohems ‘To grant this and cut Zorbathin 
off from the right bank of the siver would Mare eaused serious injury to that town, aud 
my Russian col ree and Llet the ies know that if tho matter came to, arbitration 
we should decide that the ‘frontier follawed the medium lun agin of the Gundjun- 
tehem as fir as: whers on the rediiced identio map w square block of hills is shown just 
before the point where the:river enters the defile, and from thence on to the crest of 
the Bend-i-Koulik-i-Bouzurg rango, along thabrangeand the Bend-i-Koulikei-Koulchoule, 
then the Meymyk Mountain, and thence on to the Humrine, ‘his was practically the 


‘Turkish line, with the exoaption of part of Desht-i-Lile containing 0 dale mino, which is 
left to Persia, , 
Thavo, ko, 
5 ‘A. 0. WRATISLAW, 
British Commissioner, Turco-Persian Trontier Commission, 


S$}. 


[23210] No. 112. 
Sir L, Mallet to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 25.) 
° 


(No. 360.) 
poe. 


*) Conatantinople, May 20, 1914, 
_ 1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith o despatch fon the hie fie 
missioner on the Tunco-Persian frontier reporting on the march of the British 
Commission from Zorbathia to Mendeli and the work of tho. Commission's: surveyors, 
Thave, &e. 
' LOUIS MALLET, 


‘Enclosure in No, 112: 


Mr Wratidlavo to Sir L. Mallet, 

No. 25.) 

it, Comp Mondeti, April 18, 1914, 

I HAVE the honour to report that the British Commision loft’ Zerhnthta on thy 

Sth instant for the Turwak River, n distance of 26 miles, Aviolent wind miudé the 
long march yery unpleasant, and a heavy rain fell at night which rendered it impossible 
to start again next morning at-our usual early hour as'the tents bad to bo given tine 
todry. Consequently we only reached the Ab-iTalkh River that afternoon, 13:mniles 
away. ‘The going was very heavy owing to ‘the recent rain and the overflow from 
‘ergeton canals A groat deal of ud is under culvation ut this vrson botwoon 
Abi-Talkh and Mendeli, but it is said thet later on in the summer all the treania 


sdry'up. 

“7 <Givthe 10th we marched into Mondel, 17 miles. Te wae a matter of eonkiderile 
4ifficulty to got heavily-laden mules‘ over some of the irrigation  ditehos—indged, one 
anrulo carrying most offour maps fll into the water, and it-was a matter of groat oud 
fortune that irreparable damage was not done to ‘them. 

_ A sub-commiasion, etimet of the British, Russian, and Turkish deputy coin 
missioners and the Salar Muzaffer for Persia, followed after w to pnt up’ boundary 
pillars between Zorbathia and Mendeli, ‘They shouild be in to-day, 

‘wo Indian surveyors have gave on ain to gmopare mage of te Nate, Dees 
amd the live north of it to the nd River. The two Russian survey officers aro 
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surveying the Guehguir River. 
‘triangulation direct to Khanikin.. 
hope that the body of the Commissions will be able to leave on the 16th or 17th 


for the Nuft Deressi aud Ab Baktohan, but it is a little difficult to drag them away 
from the fleshpots of Mendeli, 


Major Cowio will leave to-morrow to carry on his 





Thave, de. 
A. ©, WRATISLAW, 
British Commissioner, Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 





(23211) No, 113. 
Sir L. Mallet to Sir Hdward Gray—(Recoived May 25.) 
(No, 361.) 


ity Constantinople, May 20, 1914. 

1 HAVE the honour to forward herewith @ despateh from the Britsh-eomatestoder 
on tho Turco-Porsinn Frontior Commission, transmitting copies of the procte-cerbane of 
‘the Commission's sittings Nos, 20 to 27. 

Thave, &o. 
LOUIS MALLET. 
————— 


Enclosure 1 in No, 113, 


Mr, Wratialaw to Sir T Mallet, 
(No, 26.) 
ir, Camp Mendeli, April 15, 1914, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellonoy, herewith copies of the 
Prochs-verbaite of this Commission's sittings Nos, 20 to 27. 
Thave, &. 
A.C. WRATISLAW, 


———— ee 
. Enclosure 2 in No. 113. 
Procts-verbal of Twentieth Meeting of Turco-Porsian Frontior Commission. 


SHANOB tenue & Baksal le 34 maré, 1914, sous la présidence de M, le commissaire: 
russe, 

Mtnient présents tous les commisanires, 

Lo. procds-verbal do la dérnitre séance a été Iu et approuvé et celui de Vavant- 
Aomnidvo since signs. 

M. le oominissaire russe: prin nea colldgues ottoman et persan de préciser leure 
Féslamations ob'lea prouyes quiils auront. 2 faire valoi. Tl wayit, ditil, de désigner, 
de li part de In Purguie, tn limite nord, et, de la part de In Perse, In limite sud de 
Bakeat, 

M. le commissaire ottoman déslare qué la possession d'un endroit ne peut dtre 
prouvé que’ pat des actes et rogistres officiols et par des témoins impartiux, Lee 
Togistres gouvermomentaux, ajoute-i, dont prOts ainsi que les téuicine—-tls des Cheikbe 
de Bakral. Ce sone des témbins dont Yautorits ne peut bre contestée par personne, 

M, le commissaite persan répond que, quant aux registres cadastraux et aux cartes 
topograplhiques, en ne los a pas|aeceptées comme. preuves pendant les négociations de 
Constantinople, Tl pourrait, de son edt, présenter des setae wt des témoing. St 
Ja Commission: décide Vaudition des témoins, le Vali de Poucht-i-Kouh et le catmakan 
do Bedrat devraiont assister A Vinterrogatoire, 

Jo commissairs russe est de Tavis que le témoignoge des babitants de Ja 
région ne pout pas otro tout d fait impartial, ot que ces. témoins ne: sstraient parler 
ayeo beaucoup de certitude du state quo de 1848, Les déclarations des deux parties, 
dit-il, manquent un peu de -précisiou, I prie done ses olldgues porsun ot cktomen 
encore Une tois de donner les limites de Baksai. 

M, Te coumissaire ottoman déploie do) noayeau'la\carto sur laquelle sont marquées 
Tes limites de Baksat et qu'il dit avoir été faite il ¥ Sonyiron trente ans, 

M, Je cominissaire persan déclare quo, d'aprts lui; Bagh Chabi Sonpretd tous le. 
terrains inrighés par les canaux qui dérivent du ‘Tehengoulé, eb, donets 
Ja limite est 8 Vendroit ot le Tehengoulé prend le nom d’ El i, 





Jervioh Pacha, 
.” endroit_ que 
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Dervich Pacha place a une dami-beure do distanoo en bas do Bagh Chabi lasso Ja 
Asigaation pricise de oot endroit & Yappréciation do see wollagues, 

AM; le commissaire britannique faut observer que la phrase eitga n'est pas de Dervich 
Pache Iui-méme elle se trouve dans un rapport fait par les Ohellebe de Lele oes 
par Dervich Pacha dans aon livre. i. 

Ye diseusbion suit wa sujet de Tadmisibilité du. témoigange dee témin loeaurs 
M. le commissaire britannique rappelle, que Ia sion RYMit éootité dea téinoinn 
2 Ouinin-Chit, ot il ne voit pas qu’on puissa refuser don éoouter 0 Beka Hn te 
Peetig 7 08 Pourrait, peut-tre,restreindrs 16 nombre. das téioins présontde pat clique 


ie. 
M-le commissaire rusto trouve qu’il devient de pluo én plus olay que la possession. 
terrains contestés dans leur ensemble a toujours été incertaine, Le Général 
Uehirikof, seul ‘témoin noutre, appuie catte optuion: “Le village [eest-2-dire Baksat] 
avait autrofois plus de 500 maisons, les autres, disent meine 1,000-on 2,000, avec de 
Eahes Jardins de palmiers et dlorangera; mais Kell Ali Khnt, pendant’ lee heotiits 
Contre Hosea Khan, détruit lo village et abattit 11,000 palimiers  Londtoit of nous 
Gtions descendlus wappelle Bogh-i-Schak, Quelqiies trois diesines de famille arglon oe 
do Lours cultivons los terres ct payent ua ciuquidme do. laur résolee, ening iinpét, qui 
& (uiage entre Ali Khan ot le Cheikh dey Beni Zan, Muskouts” (Page 900 dit ifounal 
du Général Tohirikof) Considérant les prouves citges pir les deux parties inanflisantes 
Pour Ja totalité des réolamations quwon dési 0 li-dessus, iL enna Aésirable que: 
. les commissaires ottoman et persau veuillent indiquer do éertaing pompromis pour 
Sonoorder lonurs points de vue quant i la délimitation prds de Bakeat, 
feed minisuaire ottoman réplique quil, a:déji modifié ma réclamation on vo 
dispensant cles montugnes, of qu'il Int wat impuesible de fuive davantage, 
M. lo cominissairg porsan, so référant aux paroles de gon éolldgue russe, ufiiny que 
Ie chose incertaine n'est pas In possession des terres, mais In nastionslité des orlbig qui y 
habitaiont, 
+ les commissaires ruseo et britannique ayant exprimd le désir d'studier ta 
situation, on a décidé de lover la séance et de se réunir le lendemain, 25 mars, 
Sonséquence, dans cate séance on a poursuivi"ln discussion eonosrmint lea 
terrains dé Baksat et de Seid Hasaan, 


Fait 2 Baksay, le 24 murs, 1914, 





——<———S————_ 
Enclosure 3 in No, 113, 


Procie-oerbal of Twenty-first Mecting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 
SEANCE tenue'’d Balsa, le 26 mars, 1914, sous ta prisidenco do M. Te oonuniynatre 
toman. ce 


Etaient prévents tous los commiasaires. 

Le procts-vorbal de In dernidre sdanco até Iu ob approuyé ob edlui dell'avant= 
derniére ‘stance sign, 

Une divergouce s'est manifestée ‘dans’ les intorprétations données i. certains 
Parographes du 20" chapitrs du livre do Dervich Pacha, et la sigaifiontion exaato 
Provoqué une discussion, 

le commissaire britannique dit qu'il Partage su 
Fosse concernant Ingulfisanco des arguments vances 


ott 





ion exprimée: par son colldguie 
part eb dautre pe prouyer 
tune possession exclusive des terres de Haksal proproment dit, La dadloration, du 
Général Tebitikof le persuade au vontrairo que oétait, lors de ln visite du général, une 
possession on commun, f 

Une note sur les travaux: topographiques depuis Nasri jusquian Dotvariy préventée 
par le corps technique, a vté lue et adoptée, Le texte ext comme suit : 


“Note sur les travaux topographiques présentéo pur lee officiers techniques ob falauit 
suite & la note comprise dans le roots verbal a Bixihme eatoe 
“Afig de fournir wie base pour lea travaux d'Ounm-Chir vera le norl-oueet 26 
Major Cowie sest rendu & Nasiti (pris d’Abwag), ot ila fixé In position exacts du. 
eonsulat de Tn Grande-Bretagne. Sa latitude; constatée pat des observations 
astronomiques, est de 31° 19’ 21”, sa longitude, constatée ‘correspondance télé- 
‘graphique ayeo Te Colonel Ryder a Mohammerah, est-do 48° 40’ 43” est Greenwich) 
i684] 2Y 
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Prenant ces chifftes comme base, le Major Cowie a poursuivi le travail de triangulation 
jusqu’n la localité connue sous le nom d’Oumm-Chir, avant Varrivéee dé la Commission 
WV cot endroits Lal latitude at la longitude, elon la Uarto identique de Vetdeeit ob Je it 
dossiché du Chatt-cl-Amma atteint le maréeage pris d/Oumm-Chir, ont correspondu 
veo, assex de précision ayec les résultats donnés parles travaux de triangulation. 
Ainsf on a troayé possible de marquer sur'la Carte identiqne In position des bornes 
Nos..15 eb 16 avec asben d’exnotitude, ae 

“Un topographo a été envoys prdadeSchouetb pour lever Io plan des limites du 
mairaja, ot di resultut do 'son travail le 6t6 constate que celts sont martuées aves 
plus d’exactitucle eur In carts arinexde au Protocole de Constantinople que sur ts Carte 
‘doutique, cest-Adiy quo le mardeago s'approcho davantage de Kouchk-i-Basi qu'il 
n'dst marqué sur la Carte identique, i é 

““D’Oumm-Chiron a porté la triangulation jusqu‘au Douvarij dont la latitude d’aprés 
Ia. Carto identique a'étant montrée inférieure de 4 minutes’ In vraie latitude, on a jugé 
indispensable de dresser une nouvelle carte (Carte supplémentaizs No, 2), quer 

‘ue-frontidre et In position des borives entre Ournm-Chir et le Douvarij et, d'éerire 

Aarts identique les mots * Pour le tracd précis dé la section de la frontibre indiquée 

pir Ia ligne coupée, voir In Carte suppléuentaire No; 2,’ 


On disouto enfin le progeammao des travaux de la Commission, MM les cominissaires 
ayant jugé utile d’éuudier In question des terrains do Seid Hassan conjointetient aves 
1d quebtion do Bakaai, ils se décident de partir demain pour Seid Hassan, 


Fait & Bakeai, le 26 mars, 1914. 


Enclosure 4 in No, 113, 
Procte-verbal of Pwenty-Second Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontier Oommiesion. 


SEANCE tenue & Seid Hnassan, le 28 mars, 1914, sous la présidence de M, le 
commissaire britannique, 

[tniont, présenta tons les commiasaires, 

Tho procds-verbal de la dernidro séance w été Iu ot approuvé, 

On  signé les exemplaires britannique, ottoman et celui des archives do la 
Commission do ln troisidine fenille de la Carte identique. 

M, lo peésidont o detaandé & MM, lus commivsaires person et ottoman sfils avaient 
trouys in arrangement & propos des terrains do Bakeal ot do Sofd Hassan, MM les 
commissaires persan ot ottoman déclirent quiane enténte dirocto Jour paratt impossible 
Aco sujet. On a décidé, par conséquent, de recourir & Parbitrage de MM. lea 

‘res britanniqu et rtisse, 

Tioa deux partios intéressées ont promis do présenter leurs exposé dans Tes 

qquarante-huit heures, 


Foit & Suid Hassan, 1628 mars, 1914. 


Enclosure 5 in No, 113. 
Procts-verbal of Troonty-chird Meeting of Tiireo-Persian Frontier Commission, 


SHANCE tenue i Seid Hassan, lo 9 ayril, 1914, sous Is présidencs de M. lo 
‘cominisenire persan, 

Etaient préseots tous les commisaaires, 

Les procds-verbaux do la vingtime ot de la vingt et unidme afances ont été 
ignés, eb celui do la dernitre séanoa Iu et approuvé 

Ensuite M, le commissaire russe a donné lecture, at. om des commiséaires des deux 
Puildsances mnédiatrices, de la’ décision arbitralo rendus par eux concernant Is frontire 
entre Zaférani ot Ia tividre Goundjiun-Tchom, MM. les vommissaires décident’ que 
Tadite décision nine’ que les expands rite dos deus: partiew ecient annexés) aw’ present 

rotooole, 

Sa niibnemtietiey seer pris sea collgues russe ot britannique dexpliquer plua 
exactement lp sons dela décision arbitrale en ea qui concerne les droits de propriété du 
Vali de Poucht-i-Kouh mir certaing terrains § Bakeai, 1 déclare ne rien savoir d'une 
tello propriété, Si on reconnalt, dit-il, les droits de propriété 4 Bakeal au Vali de 
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Pouoht-i-Kouh, ill fiudrait:reconnattre en tevanchs Je deol gts i 
Seat Sab oh he le droit de propriété des sujets 

; Mle commissaire britannique répond qu'il est do In connaissance de tous que le 
Yall est propriétaire des terrains en question A Baksat, tandia qu'il n'a pas Gté prowré 
-quiil y ait des propriétaives ottomans & Seid’ Hassan, | La visée des arbittes a ute de 
sanvegatder au:Vali ses droits comme simple particulier. En ce qui concerne lesdits 
terrains, su situation enyers le Gouvernement ottoman sara celle d'un propristairo privé, 
MM. Ie commissaire russe aj propristé, &e,, le Vali serait 


‘ n\ lo cette. séance ;, ®) Le trned de la 
jwiau ravin'de Pall; (2) L'emplacement: des bores Nos, 25 
ii d’une sous-commission chargée de I'érection des hornes, 
Fait 4 Seid Hassan, le 8 avril, 1914. 


Enclosure 6 in No, 113, 


Exposé communicated to British and Russian Commissionors by Persian Commissioner, 


POUR bien mottre on relief 1a concordance du traoé que j'ai ou Phonner 

prtaunter A In dis-huitidme aéanoe de notre Commission aveo Ted dria essai 

luvernement peraan, je dois, avant tont, ramarquer que: conformémont nix pringipo du 
statu quo, poss par le dernier traité d'Erzeroum, le trongon de. frontidre dout le port 
Aébinitive est soumis A Varbitrage doit revenir A celui des deux tata intérensda qui en 
avait In possession §1'époque de Ia/conchision dudit, traité. 

Or, il est nottemont établi dans Te) procds-vorbal tle Ie ouziime sane tenue 
Erzeroum que cette partie de la frontidre, cest-d-dire Bagh Chahi) Soifi A. Mulkhetay! ou 
Seid Hassan, so trouvait en la \ Poseeasion exclusive do Iané wonle don deux parties, Ws 
effet, Je délégué ottoman, invité a préciser les réolamations de son Gouvernement, n'a 
fait, & cette Spoque, dueane mention do ces territaires ot Von doit en eondluxe qu'il les 
tonsidémit’ non pas litigienx, mais. falaunt partie exclusive du territoire perian ou de 
Bape conan, 

me suflit dons de rechercher la situation de cos régions & liépoque de la 
conclusion du trité de 1848 et d’établir qu’ D ne a pene 
oxaoive du Gouvernement porn. sath ania ae ie 
‘our cela je crois absolumont: nécessnire dattiver Vattention de mes honorubl 
‘eolldgues sur certains assages contents’ dan lo rapport de Dorvich Pacha ia 
dont l'interprétation'a déjd donne Yiow A de longues discussion et que jo me sun etfores 
do traduire aussi fiddlement que possible. Cette ndosssité ee fait d'autant plus aentir 
Flee se ets faite des prouves tirdes soit de histoire, soit des dooummenty offctola dis 
ottonay preci csst dace rapport—document qui provient d'un fonctionnaite 
tise eon npdeialement chargé de trouver des arguments pour pouvoir appnyer len 
m1 Gouvernement jue #eront ti: 
eae t—duo seront tirées les prenves loa plux-dolatantes dos 

‘Ces passages sont: 

1. Le mazbata de Beda cité au chapitre 20 dn rapport de Dervis a 

2, La secondo iuoitié du chapitre 18 dudit, rapport ae 


Le mazbata est ainsi‘congu: 


“La _frontibre de le Iocalité nommés Bedra est la. rivitre de Guendjian- 
Toker, vitro witulo au nord do” Bum et, vouant des’ montuene, ents 
sous le nom de Molebazan, Du commencement de Guondjian-Tehem, west Acdicg 
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fle Vendroit ot cotte rivibre sort des montagnes jusqu’a Tendroit nommo Makblat: 
(Confluent) la rive droite fuit partie de Bedra et la rive gauche eee aux tibus de 
j,dépendant de la Perse. ‘Rgulementle Gavi, rivitre quisortdes montagnes Varvad, 
aitudA Vest do Bedra, et qui se jette Guendjiau-T'ehem au susdit point uommé Makhlat. 
‘A partir du point ot eotte tividre sort. des ‘montagnes juequ’d Makhlat les denx rives 
appartiennént aux Fotlis, et de Makhlat plas bas elles dépeudent, toutes deux, de Bedra, 
Les terrains situds entre les det rividres sont habités par les Al-Toans et Al-Khomeyss 
de Beni Lams ot pat les Selfis, Melkhetavis et Khanomis de Feilis, Les tribus des deux 
nirties y cultivent la terre et le cinquitme de récolte seyenant \ l'Ktat est partagd par 
loura cheikh respectifs. Quant A la cultivation faite par les Cheikhs de Beni Lams par 
voie de corvée (Simedji’), ils en reeueillent Ia récolte sans intervention des nutres, 
Biigsaye et ses champs de culture, wrroséa par 'chengotleh, qui-peend sa source dans les. 
monts Keder onde Kouh Kebir, sont, dé Ia fagon gusmentionnée, en la possession des 
tribué de Leni Lams et des Feilis, Du point situé a une distance de une demi-heure 
us as que Bagsaye jusqulan Tigre, la rivibre de Tehengouleh prend Ie nom a'EL 
AAG tba ve an U iran Gneitemiaheure plas bas que Bagsaye jusqu'au Tigre la 
droite de Kl 'Vadi jusqu’d Beda et sa rive gauche jusqu’au (yb, rivitrs qui coule 
nbs de Vendroit: nominé Baynt, sont, en possession de Beni Lams et appartiennent au 
Gouvernemone ottoman ct Ye ebts de Bagsnye, ailjacont aux montagnes appartienient 
aux Boilis, Et bien que... 


‘La seconde moitié du chapitre XVI est en ces term: 


“©... Outre que les tribus de: Feilis ont, depuis quelque temps, étendu leur 


main d'oy pression sur les dewx locality susnientionnées (Bayat et Debiloran) ot qu'il ont 
mises on ruines, ils interviennent également depuis quelgies années dans Peksaye on 
Bagaaye, ondroit situé i wne distatice de trois A cing heures des terrains montagmeux ct 
reste jusqu'aux edeerites époques sous l'adiinistration des Beni Lams eten dehors des 
interventions ot empiétements dex Roilis lesquels prennent aujourd'hui Ia moitié du 
cinguitine de récolte revenant-aux tribus ds Boni Lams,” 


Cou taxten cités, tudions. sépardwent, pour plus de précision, 1a question de Bagh 
Chogi dune part, eb oelle do Sif, Molkhetavi ow do Seid Hassan dwutre part, ot 
comimengons, pour suivro lo méme ordre que Dervich Pacha, par le nord. 


(a-) Scifi, Melkhetavi, Seid Hassan. 


‘En oxaminsnt la premidre partie de mazbata, cité plus haut, on s'apergoit claire 
mont que les points sulvants y sont formellument établis: 


1, Quit partinide Vondroit ob le Gavi sort des moutagnes jusqn’s Mallat les deux 
tives do gottenivire appartienuent aux Fotlis, & Vorclusion dew Banj Laws sur Ia rive 
gauche, 


Or, ta partio adverse peut-elle, aprte un aveu tallement formel, venir prétendre 

que cei tersitoines ont appartonu ot oppartionnent aujourd’hui. ay Gonvérnement 

‘ottoman par In simple considération que dans co mazbata, précisément pour diminuer 

Ja valeur de laveu ¥ contenu, on attribne, & quelques familles de Beni Lams, une part 
ck dans lo produit des récoltes faites dans los torrains sitiées entre le Gavi et le 
-ehem salemant 4 


Celts censidération, qui tone pent-tre un peu do ond reltivemont & Bageal & 
fi 


cause de la concordance dt content duu mazbata avec le récit: du Général Tobirikof, doit 
niobre daueune yaleur en ce qui concerno les torres de Seifi, Mellhctavi ou de Seld, 
Hassan, Car un simple coup doll jets aut co mashata fait clairement:reatortir quo si 
You'y faie mention de Beni Lams par rapport A cea tertitoires c'est précisément pour 
pouvoir trouver un prétexte ‘AUX prétentions ottomanes, ay est-il pas, en effot, déclars 
formellonient que dung part Ia rive gaucho di Guondjian-Tchem et que d'autra part Is 
rive divitede Gavi, clest-A-dite tous les terrains situds entre ces deux nividres, appartien- 
nent aux Feilis? Ob pout-on done placer lea Beni Lams qui aurait cultivé les terrains 
Gentry Gavi ot GuondhancTohemt 

Hs Général Tobie? dri dgulement quo cette eggon ext habitfo par des Laure 
halillés& Vatube eb que les terten do Seid’ Hasean appertisnnent A Hayder Khan (Als de 
Hassan Khan, Vali de Poucht-i-Kouh), 

Bhoore une fois, Io rive gauche de Gueudjian-Tohem ot Ia rivo droite do Gavi, 
toutes deux jusqu’d Makblat, appartonant & ln Pereo, quelle portion de territoire pourra 
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bien appartenir au Gouvernement ottoman aans &tro complétement englobée dans 16 
‘territoire persan ? 

‘Les terres do Selfis et do Melkhetavi (dix nom des tribus Laura qui y habitent) ou. 
Jes terres de Seid Hassan ont done toujours appartenn et appartiennent enooré) ait 
Gouvernement peraan et doivent rester déhaitivement sous sa sduvernineté, 


(@,) Bagh Chabi. 


En analysant, ne fit-ce que sommairement, la demnibre moitié du mazbata ot la 
seconde moitié du chapitre XVI du rapport da Deryich Pacha on constate clairemont 


int distant. d'une demichetre de Bagh Chabi jusqu'au Tigré Is rive 
it jusqu’d Bedra of sa rive’ gauche jusqu'auTyb’ sont en possession de 
Beni Lams, ot le obté de Bagaaye adjnosnt aux montagne appartont aux Foie. 
2 Que Bagh Chabi est un endroitsitué & une dintangs do trois ein heures dos 
montagnes. 


Or, quelle que soit Vinterprétation donnée au texte ture du rapport par mon 
colldgue ottoman, et quelles que soient les restrictions qu'il veuille y apporter, on doit 
cependant reconnaitre que le mazbata en question—dooument établi pour senvir de prouyes 
aux prétentions oftomanes--attribus Ala Perso To ebt6 do Bagh Chabi atigoant it 
montages, ot aux Beni, la partic allant vers lo ‘Tigro du potat ot Tehungoulé prand Ie 
non dE} Vad, 

La possession dé Bagh Chahi par la Perse ayant lo Traité d’Erweroum etd l'époque 
de a conclusion ressort non seulement des éorita de Dervish Pacha, mais allo est onicare 
reconnue par Kourchid Pacha oi jldit qu’t la mortde Hassan Khan,Valide Pouchti-Koul, 
Vadministration des tribus de Feilis a #té confide aux trois enfants de os Vali at quo cos 
dorniors, deyenus rivaux, ont mis‘en ruines Bagh Chabt, Bayat, 6b autres looal 
florissantes. Crest dailleurs ce qui eat 2 pon. pros rapporté par lb Général Tahirikcof, ob 
il dorit qu’ Bagh Chahi 11,000 palmiers ont été abattis X eause de querelles inteatines 
des Felis (Kah Ali Khan ot Hassan Khan), 

Enfin ill mo reste, encore ® dissiper les confusions qui ont été produites dans nos 
séances relativement A V'intervention que les Beni Lama auraiont ous dana los torres de 
Bagh Chabi of § applani la diffeulé relative A V'étenduo det taritire 

Lentreprise de cette tiche ost d’autant plus néocssaire qu'on présente de prouves: 
tellement probantes en favour des droits do la Pergo, et en Vabsenos de tout argument 
yalable pouvant appuyer les prétentions de la ‘Turquie (absenos argument rocomnue 
en séance mnéine par M, Je commissaire ottoman en déclarant quo los seules prevues de 
von Gouvernement consistaiont aux registres gouvernementaux of au témoljnage des 
arsbet) con collbgue ottoman tale do metixe profit es confusions af do ponvoir 
créer de douta sur les droits incontestalles de mon Gouvernement, 


Aussi jo dois romarquer : 


(2) Qu'en adimettant méne ql y aft eu de outivataure Boni) Lanny mur len terre 
de Bagh Chabi, cltaient des Boni Lams persang, of non des Beni Lams ottomann, (So 
orois que existence de Beni Tams peraats ne fat de doute pour pertonne,) 

(2) Que daus le eas mina ot ceseraient des Ben, Lata ottoman gi nuraint on 
lune part daus la réoolto de Bagh Obabi, odtainnt des cultivatours établix en qualité 
dlouyriers et non en qualité do propridtairos ayant'des Failis pour ouyriers, commo 
semble le prétendre mon colligue ottoman, En effet, en adoptant méme Vopinion de 
Darvich Fashe, apr laguelle Ie Felis ont tend Tots main doppresion ct s mut 
fit attribuer la moitié de revenint aux Bent Lams, il serait absolument fllogique 
de venir prétendre que les opprimés étaient des mattres et los opprossers des ouvriens 
leur service. 

(C.) Qu'enfin dans le cay méme ot Yon Gcartorait tout argument on fayour de In 
thse persanio pour ne se tenir, au aujot de Boni Lams, aux prétensiona ottomanes, 
Ceat-A-dire dans le cas ob, malgré Vabsence de touite preave, on reconnattrait In wijétion 
ottomane aux Beni Lams qui xuraient ew autrafois des intén#te agricolad sur les rives du 
‘Tohengouleh et que'Yon donnersit; contrairement A toute logique, Ia qualité de mattres 
aux Beni Lars opprimés, on sorait conduit & reconnalire d cot Beni Lams un droit aur 
Ie produit de récolte dans le partie seulement de Bagh Chabi que le document: tuxe. 
lous ase, det div 4 partir dy point ole Tcbengculeh prend lo pom dl Vad et 
dont jfai lnissé la dat jon exadte & Vesprit de justice et d’dquité do ines honorables 
ealldgues. 

[ised] 2% 
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To erois, copendant, nécessaire de préciser quelques points relatifs t'ce sujet; 02 
sora; Waillours applanir la difficulté concernant Pétendue de Bagh: Chahi mentionnée 
lus haut. 

Pi" Dervich Pacha: place Tendroit of le Tebengouleh rcille nom al Vad ane 
demishoure plus bas que Bagh Chabi, OU se trouye donc Bagh Chabi et quelles en 
sont les limites? 

Si ln, Commission n'ayait pas éearté dds lp commencement les prenyes émanant de 
Thane senle dos parties et oitéos comme arguments atix réclamations de Ta partie méme 
dont elle éianont, je répondrais 2 catte question en exbibant les registres Hnanciors de 
lo province de Poucht.i-Kouh et d'ot il résulte que Bagh Chahi est. un district de 
Poucht-i-Kouh, sitad ausud-ouest des dernfires collines de In chalne de Hamrine et dout 
Jes limites eétondent, am nord-ousst jusqu’s Bedra, au sud-ost jusqu's Zateranieh eb au 
sud-otiest jusqu'at prisdu Tigre; mals on ne mlappuyant que sur les documents de Ja 
partie adverse—les plus probantes preuves qne Von puisso avoir dans un litige—jo dirai 

hue Dorvich Pacha Iii-méme entend par Bagh Qhahi un endroit-se trouvant & une 
distance de trois’ cing heures des montagnes (voir fin du chapitre XVI du rapport de 
Darvieh Pacha. 

‘Or, si Von’ écarte toujoura les calouls: les plus fayorables & Ja cause. persane, 
dost-diro si You prend quatre heures. de distanes au lieu de cing, et si V'on compte 
$4 moilloa pre hetito au Tien de Armilles, la limite sud-oueste Is partis de Bagh Chabi que 
Doryich Pacha nssigne aux Feilis, gora, & partir des pieds des montages, & une distance 
de 14 millos plus la demi-heure, soit 1% rallles, c qui fait en tout prés de, 16 milles— 
juste la limita ooeidentala marqué sur In Carte identique, : 

‘Ainsi Io possession exclusive de I'uno dos deux parties étant établie par Te prochi- 
vorbal de la onzidme séance du. cougrds d’Brzeroum, In posssagion seule du Gouverne- 
ment porsan, soit avant, soit & Pépoque du traité de 1848, dtant prouvés par los preuves 
mdines tiréen des documenta de la partic adverse, et enfin In valour des soi-disant droits 
de Beni Lams (ly arnt des dria) Sant sit anauld,jone ute pea un instant do v0 
quo les droits dle nion Gouvernement soient hautement reconnus, et toutes ces régions 
estent, comme par Je passé, oous sa proprists définitive. 

ETELA-OL-MULK. 


Te 31 mara, 1914. 


Enolosure 7 in No. 113: 
Bxpowd commiinicated to British and Russian Commissioners by Oltoman Commissioner. 


LA frontibre exsenticlle entre l'Empire ottoman et le Gouvernement persan suit 1a 
‘chaino magistrale de Kebit-Kouh, on laissant ainsi le Poucht-Kouk du cbté ottoman. 

Au chapitre XVI du livre de Dervich Pacha il est dit qu’en l’'an do 'Hégirs 1254 le 
Major Rawlinson, consul britannique’ Bagdad, dins wofi artiole par dans la revue de Ta 
Société de Céographie de Londres, déclare que lo Kalé de Seymor est situé aur Ia fron- 
titre turop-persane, My est rapporté le témoignage de Selim Khan comme quoi lo 
Pousht:i-Kouh so trouye en territoire ottoman, 

La différence entre les années 1254 6b 1264 n'étont pas trop grande, on ‘pout en 
Aédvire que lo Kebir-Koub constitue toujours lo statu quo 1264, 

Les chefs des tribus Filis, habitant les environs de Khorremabad, ont été de tout 
tomps on continnels conflits aveo le Gouvernement persan, qui dut employer contre eux 
In force armée, A In suite de laquelle ils se retirsrent aux environs oncht-i-Kouh 
eb vinrent installer & la partie montagneuse de co contrée. A cette époque miéme 
cabte partie de Poucht-i-Kouh appartonait au Gouvernement ottoman, et était habitée par 
des Beni Lam ottomans. 

TL ressort de oe qui prdécdde que catte contrée n'a jamais appartenu aux tribus 
Bilis, mais que coux-ci, poussés par les armées persanes, vinrent &'y réfugier on nsurpant 
des droite dgji acquis, 

Tas Tigao du tatu quo en Van 1848 (1264 do, Hpi), dans In partie de la 
frontitro dntro Zafaranich et) Goundjiun-Tchem, est telle qu'il est rapporté ci-dessus de la 
eorrespondance de Dervich Pacha, D'autre part ily est fait mention des dépositions 
des habitants, Ainsi, il ressort-de ces dépositions que les territoires de Dehloran et de 
Baynt wppartensient aux Boni Lom. Ce n'est qu’apris la mort de Hassan Khan que 
08 fils lea ont attaqués, et les ont ponssés 2 quitter lesdits endroite. Tl ne eat 
lors aux Beni Lam que Baksai seulement, et méme de cola ils furent contrainte par foroe 
Ar partigerbtua le han ua sioguidmne dé vevetu 
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Le territoire situs entre les rivitres Ghoyi ob Gomndji i 
p ier i Ajiun-Tehem appartenait wx 
Beni Lon, Tour prévenir ung attaque pavile elle de Baksat, is paybrent au khan 


ae fous les dens cao nia nllemont sone forme WimpOt que las Beni Lam ont 
Ai apport des dépositions de 1264 et de calles des choiktha que Pouchi-i-Koub et 
esticulibrement les toritotes do Bola et dy Setd Hassan, ay nae ee 
Gouvernement persan. Les Khrone Filia nesont venus on cou contrden quis usitpataurs 
A ootte époque, le Gouvernement Impérial dounait en aifermage, on tn soul lo 
vet a f bout 
le torvitoire situd de Bedré aux environs de Douveridj au Grand Cheikh des Bent Lam 
st colui-oi en cédait ia jouissance. par petite loted des cheildhs.infurieurs i xecevatb 
@oux Ja redevancs, flzcale ct ln remettait’ wu, Gouvernement, Les Beat Lam 48 
eu it alors compact ot cette union seule rendait impossible une attaqne de ly, parb 
es Kili, Au contraire, lous cbeikhe pereevaient, pour Te compte toujours, du 
Govvesnoment Jo dipt de pre da troupenu appastnant ox Wiis 
. Ce mode do donner on affermago dea terrains en un si grand lot paruissnnt 
préjudiciable an fise, le Gouvernement, Impérial jugea plus tard utile do lo partagor en 
plusiours plus petite. Ceol cut eff néfaste de diviser les Boni Lorn, nuibindet lout 
force ot rendit possible une incursion. des Filis, En effet, coux-oi ne, tandénent 
profiter de cette fuiblesie et pour prendre Jour revanche ils ont attagué un tum ohague 
Patite trib dan Bent Lam ct essaybrent doles foroer A lous payer cotte taxd do pure 
ae se faire reatituer, les taxes que los Beni Lam avilont juequedk 
Je partage date de Yanuée 1270, époque laquelle’ Rechid Paha était Gouverneur 
ginal de Bagdad. ot Tasiemago par patie lots a 6.6 dmand aux requécant. pe 
‘arrondissement de Bedré. Les contrata dlafferninge ont été, selon un rapport official 


avis Bagdad, envoyé en 1800 au Ministre des Afhires Htrangares, qui cn fb 


Les Filia ont détruit Bayat eb Debloran, jusque-). ortilo ot 
Ferdjullah, descendant. de Ressen, Relh Ali) Khan s attaqué Bakat ot: détyntstt, leh 
habitations ct ooupa les dattiors. Tl'c'est retird plus tard aprds avoir faitide Bakaat une 
as agdtheultionteurs Beni Tain sont slors venus aboutee ous chtnp tua avant 
fingt-cing ans, ilé subirent une now ittaque, i i 
Sees ste wat une noavell attaque, & Ia muito do Inquolle ie allrent & 
tuellement, lo chef do tribir ost Ressen-bin-Rahime: Sossept atbux ont oultivd 
Balan ot saree ee cts. Celi qui exiall Te play akash oilal quiy 
planté a vigne h”) ea -Cal, afoul de Redon, 
Services quon a noinmé]9 village B ber nesses ee Ta ai 
Test établi par te témoignage du Général Tehieikof que Ta Lzibu d’Abduch-Chakh 
se trouvait aux environs du ‘Tigre ot était de aujetion oftomnaue, 
_,. qoutes Jes maisons, tous los canaux, moulind ot autres ont dé, kdtis exception Austins, 
stablis ot congtruits par des Beni Lam.’ Lea cheikh daujourd'hui, descendants divvots 
dea cheikhs de Balsat, sont 1h pour: déiigner les propristairws dee ruined qu'on voit 
sctuellement ot-pour pronyer par qui elles ont. été construites, 
Datis la partic de, Baksat située pris des montagmn 
caserne et des dépdts construits fees 16 Gouvernement Impérial, 
08 sont leo choikhs qui ont fondé Ie village, ont cultivé aed champs par des Wile, 
quils ont fait travailler comme de simples ouyrions. : 
Le Cheikh d'El Humeissest tin des propristaires de Baksai. 1) avait’ son térrain 
du o6té Djerea, i 
ous le lous fourutont tous Ja détails lon murat dnd, 
sat également dit Youvrage div Général Tohirikof que Cheikh Masoout 
des Beni Tam dépendsit da Gouvernement Lapérial, gestacdiro il était augel 
eal Peak 
jervioli Pasha aussi dit dans les chapit li 
srt Coben duns les chapitres XVI ot XX do,son livre quo|Baksat 
ns Ie méme livre, la déslaration si impartiale des habitanta de Bedré moutn 
un Balan! ait habits par dea trbus Beat Lani ot lin, Mule gat ekg par 
Je tinoignage des cheikie que oss derniors étaient de biaplos ouvsera an service des 
“Au chapitre XX du méime livre, il se trouve difini qua Ia. partio-montagnsuse do 
cet endroit appartient aux Filis et que la fronti i i 
ee ae is ot que In fontibre pases de manibre i fatasor Tea 


prome, Au tomy do 


existe les ruines d'une 
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Les cheikbs Beni Lam déclarent dans leur mazbata que Baksat leur nrpten 

Tl est: entegistré dang Jes registres de préldvemont des impdts de Bedré que le 
Monkaisa da Basa dts xéguliansnent domué ou afeemaze depnis 1287, Avant cette 
dato, Bedré n'étant qu'un nabié (village); les registres su trouvent & Bagdad. En cas de 
ndcessitd, on les fera apporter, 

Outre Baksai, la ie frontitre treée par MM. les délégués.persans, comprend 
auasi en partie lea’ Moukataa de Griehbeh, de Hori-Djessan, et de Muzeihleh. Or, 
jusqu’h ce jour aucune réclamation n'a été soulevée pour ces terrains. 

Tes Khans ont attaqué de lg mémemanitre le territoire situé entre Ghovi et 
Goundjiun-Tchem. En 1300 les habitants de ce endroit, pour se soustraire 1a violence 
do'ces Iehans, durent émigren, 

Aw chapitre XX do son livre, Dervich Pacha définit les limites de Yendroit dit 
Bedré, c'est--dire dw Moukatas de Bedré ; il parle également de Seid Hassan dans une 
nonyelle phrase. Ceci montre que la frontidre ne s'arréte pas aux limites du Moukataa 
do Bedré, mais elle comprend également les terrains situés entre Ghovi et 
Goundjiun-Tchem. 

Aw méme-chapitre, dans la déposition des Beni Lam, il est’ écrit que les Filis 
nlavaient aucun rapport aveo les terraina de Seld Hassan, Dans oes terrains habit 
Jes tribus El Humeiss ot Bt Taone des Beni Lam et coux de Malhatavi, Suyfi et Hanimi 
des Vilis, Crest, Uae ils ont été attaquds que les tribus Et Taane des d'E] Humeiss 
ont émigré ensemble i Kurathle et a Zorbatié. La grande partie des Sayfi ont suivi les 
El Humeiss et 96 trouvent actuellement au Moukataa de Muzetble. Leur cheikh. 
comtnun est Jassing, Il est resté cing maisons \ Sold Hassan. 7 

Do téme In majoure partio des Malhatavis est émigrée ) Abbara et font partie de 
Ia tribu Et Tnane. Lour cheikh est Noussaiff; Les Hanimi, en tout cing maisons, se 
trouvent 4 Muzeible, 

Or, les tribus Beni Lam ot Filis, mentionnées dans le livre de Dervich Pacha comme 
étant les habitants des susdits contrées, ont tous émigré A Bedes. Leur émigration 
aveo les \Beni Lam, leur attachement aux obeikhs Lam, sont des provives si 
pour montrer Jn, parinite harmonie entre les propriétaires ot les ouvriors. La fi 
quis ont suivi les Beni Lam prouvent quills Gtaiont les ouvriers ayant besoin de leur 
mattre. 

Par anslogiv, il rossort que les Filis de Bakaat ont été, eux aussi des oultivateurs au 
aorvice des Beni Lam. 

Avant et pendant la conclusion du Traité d’Erzeroum, les tribus Et Taana et 
BH Humeiss ont dté los propristaires des terrains de Seid Hnssan, Actnollement lo 
cheikh’ des Tanna est Notissaiff-bin-Chati, 

Nonussaiff atfirmo que trente aus auparavunt ils durent tous quitter leurs terrains & 
Ia suite de Mattaque div pire du khan actuel, 

Cheikh Noussaif? montrory Yemplacemont et les fondations du fortin coustruit par 
Taono, fondatour dele tribu, Kalei-Sayf ost la tuine du dépét que le Gouvernement 
Impérial avait fait construire dans le temps pour y emmagasiner lo cinquiéme de Ia 
récolte rovenant au Figo. Ceci eat comnim par toutes les trib 

11 existe également dang’ los registres-figeaurx dos inscriptions prouvant: que. los 
tortiinwide Seid Haséan ont été donnds en aftermuage ila date de 1287. 

‘Tous lex arguments du Gouvernement persan pour les terrains de Baksai ot de Seid 
Hassin se résument d ceci: les khans de Pousht-i-Kouh ont contraint par force les 

juclques cultivatours ot pitres de oes endroity, & payer une certaine comme, On veut 
Meaaire de ga un droit de possession es ‘Leura preuves se consacrent aux mazbata 
contenus dans lo livre de Dervich Pacha. 

Os, comme il eat dit plus haut, un exnmen attentifet impartial de Yauvrage prouve 
tout lo vontraire, Ainsi, iy est ouvertement dit que la fronti&re passe des montages 
Si, méine.on supposait que ces arguments et prewves dtaient vrais et logiques, tl est. 
vides quo Vundrageion ey ls yandalians allsaphiquat omnis 1s possenon, 

Tl ressort de tout co qui préodde quo les tertuins do Bakeat at de Sofd Hassan ont 
do tout temps appartena aw Gouyernemont Impérial, ‘ot par des cousidérations 
atratégiques, de sécurité ot d'intérdts locaux il ue peut s'en désiater. 

Le Tchongouleh, qui traverse les terrains de Baksat, arrose également le Moukataa 
de Griebeli, Dan Ie cas ott, Buksat est attribué au Gouvernement persan, toutes les. 
euux dit Tohengoulh seront distribudes & ces terrains et Grisbeh et toute Is contrés 
#érondantjusqvan Tigro mangueront totalement eau, surtout pendant Ves, 

Tien sitter aus cea endroits plus ou moins florissants aujourd'hui, deviendront 
des dégorts.ct par JA Jed habitants se verront obligés d’acheter l'eau du khan et- 
deviendront ainsi ses tributaires. 


ist 


Egalsment, 
onal 
Zorbatié, Beds, 
Kutul-Amara 
Phas set oy a 

ulation aux terrains de Bedré, de Griebeh ot 
au Tchengoulch, d'une tribu qui, par sea attaques contimielles, evs 
5 nt qu, uelles, « ruing Deliloran, 

on ko amie un Stak Ansseusité dans la région stuige ite Io Tigea eg Bette 
caltatone ine jusqu’d Bedré d’autre part, tel quauoune tribune. pourra y faire dea 

‘ai appris de Tinvestigatic 
Gand de Karn Téps un reeth do Ine 
contain devt de plearage, 

rouve que: Je-cas oti Ia frontii i it) descent i 

ioe syn divas contains sts pon pease eae Ba 
ee aie pert jenat ees diun Gouvernement voisin au Tigre, & catte tris 
struments Guvarement rie aie sper ae ENS 

'e Suis persuadé que toutes cea considérations politic sf Sconomic 

les commisiaires den doux Lutes G iatrioh trouvor uno solution tale ee 

lea Goat seus seine eure lo 


Confiant i iit 4 
Squitablon ag eae Spr dimpactilité, jo me remota A eux pour whe ealution 


plaines s'étondant da ‘Tybs 


jist feito parmi les habitants de la gontrée qui 
ieranigh quo lo khan actuel Tea foroent a payer tin 


Le Commissuire Impérial ottoman, 
Scid-Hasean, le 1” avril, 1914, aloe 
tot SS ae ‘ 
Enolosuro 8 in No, 118, 
Decision of Mediating Oommissionora respoetin i 
n the Front i 
Ravine ta the Koundjon-l chem Rican, one aarereat 


,, APPLICATION 
suite de la décision 


posds. 
‘avril et le 31 ay ob 


proiives alte 
ur eufisance 


était fort incertain 4 canse <¢ 
Kelli, ainsi a Baksat qu’t Sei 
El Khoumeis) isu milion de In 
de Gavi; d'autro part, bia 
Felli et le Cheikh Boni 
soule 


possédons concernant Te statu quo 


lo Ia ddlimitation. 
tenance & 
de froatikre aosopléa 
je Sofd Hassin, lmitdo nu 


jie Ia délimitation ne doit pas porter attoint 

a présenew ds Iabourours felis h Bakeat ot 

Earn ls certains terrains arroads de la rivibrs de 
ae eo escepen : avons ‘niéoeseaire de les prendre également en 


‘Vu eo qui préstide, nous décidona : 


* Que li-frontitre ¢tant arrivés au ravin dé Zanferani passora de gon ebté iroit (nord), 


et suivant te pied do lam 


ea entegne traversere Jo Tehongouldl bs eretio dann Is plain. 


aA 
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Puig reprenant de nouveau Ia ligne.du pied des montagnes Ta frontitie contourners le 
ed dos collines sétendant-au sud du Hamrine (Carte indeutique : Khourmale-Djebel- 
endjiki, Kalaouzynan, Keleschire) jusqu'au raviu dit alk (ow Park) suivant 

os fayin en amont, passera sur la oréte du Hamrine, qwelle suiviw vers Tumest jusqn'au 

petit pie distant &'peu pits de 5 milles au sud-onest du confluent da Koundjian-Tohem 
feo fe Gavi Do lh, la frontibre despendra en ligne directo jnequ’t Ia tividre de Bedré 

Passant par eon medium, fluin aquor la frontigre ira en amont jusqu’é Yembouchure de 

ln riyidre de Koundjian-Tehera, qu'elle suivra dela méme fapon jusqu'h un point, devant 

Giaw ultérieuroment fixé par la Commission, ‘ 

+ Ainsi la localité de Baksat restora du odté ture ot le district de Setd Hassan (Seifi- 
Malhatayi) du obté persan, Nous croyons devoir ajouter que, dans notre opinion, 
terrains jusqu‘iel contestéa ne deviennent In propriété respective des déux Etats qu’en 
verti de la présonte décision arbitral, R oie 

“La, répartition définitive des\ droits souyerains des deux Ftats’sur les terrains de 
Baksat of de Sefd Hassan no touchora aucunomont, aux drvits des privés y existant. 
Tl eat oxpressément entondut que tes tribus follis (Choubsn, &e,) resteront en jouissance 
di lous droite b Balsa ot que lo Vallido, Pousht--Kouh gardera Ja. peesesion ot Jos 
emoluments provenant dea terees artonées par Tes canaux de Dirmali, Baksal et Garre- 
Ghowhan (Rendslan), qui, loi appartiennent; | Uno lane divite joiguant le Tchiga 
Nadeti & Is collin Kandolan ot sa prolongation forment les limites sud des terres 
appactenant au Vali, ui . 

Tl est entendu que Vinterprétation de eatte déoision en ce qui concerne son 
application sur les lieu appertiondsa X nous ow % nos remplaganta,’ 


Fait 4 Seid Hassan, 1e2t mars (2 avril), 1014, 


Te Commisssire de la Grande-Brotagne, 

A.C, WRATISLAW. 
Le Commissaire de Ia Russie, 

Y. MINORSKY 


Enclosure 9 in No, 118, 
Procko-verbal of Tioentyrfourth Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontier Comnitesion. 


SHANGE tenued Seid Hassan, le 4 avril, 1914, aous la présidence de M, le commis- 
sito ruse, 9 
Etaient-présenta = 


Pour ta Grande-Bretagno: Mr, Wratislhw, 
Pour la Perso: Manaou-ov-Soltanoh. 

our Is Rusio: M, Minoraly. 

Pour la Turquie s In Major Aziz Samih Bey. 


‘Lo procte-verbal db. la dernidro'séanc a été Iu et approuyé ut oolui de'Vavant- 
daenidro séanoo sign’, 
pe lent dit qu'il tut déterminer le point ot la frontibre quittera le 
Gong ‘chem et Ia direction quelle prendra ensuite pour allor vers Mendeli. 

. le commissaire ottoman ida que la fronti’re devra suivre le aa 
Tohem jusqu’au déAlé situé entre les montagnes Kapari et: Koulak-Boururg ; de 1d 
elle montera “sur les crdtes de cette dernidre montagne et de Koulik-Koutchouk ; 
ensuite elle coupera en ligne direste les deux petits cours d’eaw et atteindra le sommot 
de eee Kalaton pour se Joindrs & la ligne venant de Djebel.i-Guerebi. 

Je coimissaire persan propose lo traeé «nivant + atrivéo sur le Goundjiun-Tohem, 


1 liga foutitro an aut lo madi fon au fugu’ un point situé 22 miles Veet 
du Makblab (confluont du Gavi et du Goundjfun-tohem) ; de Th ello vo ditige vere le 
nord of atti lo pied do Guynjover | Ensuite ell ut le pied des montagne juss 
cb qu'elle attéigne la sividre do\Ab-i-Taleh, et remonte le cours do cotte rivitre jusqu’’ 
‘on intersection avec la routa allant vers Mendeli 

A partir do.ce point elle suit Ia chatne do Hamrine, passe la. rivibre do Kani Chak 
de gauche dit ot go prolong J long deo ments Guerebi ct Kelh Chou, 


Sura pridre de M. Je président Qexposer les raisons pour lesquelles il désigne la 
iigos ot dbno nonce, ME 1s oomiiiaaice ttoruan celbvo qos’ Vermesin (Vets Zand) 
at Teliman sont los paturages dos habitants de Zorbathis, Son Gouvernement, dit 
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avait communiqué an< deux Gouvernements médiatours Te'méme projet, ponr ontte partic 
de le frontitre, et ceux-ci avaient fait des terves quant \ son accoptation pure cv 
simple, allégnant quoles données précises fuisaient défaut, c'eat-A-dire que la proposition 
winyalt pas dté rajetéo, 

ML Iecommissaire porain dit que Vermézia et les terrains situs des deux obtée 
do Zaliab sont habites pats des Wells ot que ta aline de ‘PctisshmnéNowanle act explottos 
pareux et appartient au Vali de Poucht-i-Kouh, 

ME Te commissaire ottoman aliriné qué oes salines sont administeéea par li Dott 
publique otomane 

; Ie commissnire russe: observe qu'on est en présence de deux pritcipes) géougra- 
phiques. Le trongon de la frontitre aboutissant. 1 Guerebi du ebté non! et constittiont 
tine ‘‘chose jugée” suit dvidemment les orétes des montagnes, tandis qus la, partie de 
Poucht-i-Kouh aprés la rivitre Tyb a oté délimitée suivant le principe du pied des 
jabetaanen Ione Sridant: quad peboage’d'ud ayatbuie’W. Vautso:dayra) etfuatuer 
précisément sur le trongon entre Seld Hassan et Guorebi, et il serait juste que MM. les. 
commiissaites persan eb Ottoman dlnboront un compromis, 

Par conséquent, M. le commissaire pefsin propdse la ligne suivante: Aprds le mont 
Giaynjover la frontitre pourrait; pascor par lo contrefort: A Ta erdte principale de /Bondi- 
Koulik-Bougurg, mais 4 Ja condition que les salinesrestant du o6t6 persan, 

M. lo commissairo rosso fait 1a proposition suivante dé Ta part do «on colldgue 
britannique etido In sionno: 


Lea denx purties parnissent 6tre d'accord pour prendre comme frontitre Jes crdtes 
dea Bendi-Koulika. resto A considérer le point de départ de la frontitre sur le 
rividre Goundjiun-Tohom. La ligne indiquée par ML lo commissaire ottomun, ot) qul 
serait une frontitre naturelle, part du, ddilé, Par contre, M. lo commissaire persan 
réslame les salines. Mais la ligne qu'il propose couporait § travers los canaux qui 
fournissent les eaux a Zorbathia, Ceci comporterait un grand prgjudice aux habitants 
de cette localité, On pourrait peut-étre trancher Ia difficult ¢n chordhont: une ligne 
moyenne, qui laisserait une partio da territoire réclaméd Ja Perso, tout en assurant aux 
habitants de Zorbathia leur approvisionnement eaux. La Tyas suivante, remplit Jen 
conditions youlues, Quittant le Goundjiun-Tchem pros du ravinde Zaliab, ello remonte 
0 ravin en contournant los cbtée sud etiouest du petit, massif de montagnos qui wy trouve 
4 ost endroit ct snonte au sommet de Koulik-Bousurg, A partir de Ih, ollo suit la ligne 
des onites des montagnes jusqu’a Guerebi. 


M lo commissairo persan demande un court délai pour oonsidéror la, quoation, 

MM, les commissairas décident do fairo construire demain la borne No, 29, 
ence, on a dtndié pendant cotto wéance ly question dela frontivre depull 
hem juaqu’s Guerebi, 


Fait ) Seid Hassan, lo 4 avril, 1914, 


Enelogure 10 in No. 113. 
Proche-vorbal of Twonty-jifth Meeting of Turso-Persian Frontion Commission. 


MM, LES COMMISSAIRES ont fait ériger pendant la journée dw 5 avril les 
‘bornes Nos, 25 4/80 aux endroits déterminds A Iaséance préédente, En outre, ila ont 
aos uno borne (No. 81) au point.oi la frontidre gagne la rive. gauche de la nivibre, de 

pouren suivre le medium filum aqua. 

‘Le londeniain, 6 avril, Ia vingt-cinquiéme séance's été tenue d Seid Hassan, sous la 
présidenco de M. le commissaire ottoman. 

taient présenta tous les commissairea, 

‘Lp proots-vorbal de la derniare séanco a été signé. ai 

‘MM. les commissaires porsan et ottoman de int acceptes' Ih proposition faite i 
Ja dernidre séance par MM. les commissaites britannique et. russe A propos dé 1a ligne 
de frontidre entre le Goandjiun-Tehem et li 8 de Guerebi. 

Apris avoir examing en détail la ligne ude, MM. les commiasnires “tombent, 
-d'accord sur'le tracé suivant: 


La frontitre guitte le Goundjiun-Tchom au point de sa jonction avec le Zalinb 
ris la Carte identique). ‘Elle suit, ce ravin eb atteint la créte de Bendi-Koulik 
Ensuite elle passe por Bendi-Konlik-Koutshouk; en suivant toujours la erdte, 
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jusqu’d Koub--Guetehan, Ia Tigne coupe alors) la rivitre de Toursak an aéfilé de Mar 
Aguetiar, remonte Ta créte méridionale da mont Meymyk et contoume du odté aud le 
Dér6-i-Gourre-Gog. Puls ello ge ditge sur lo eouluent du Dése-GourresGoy ob du 
Ab-i-Tallh, remonite cofte dernidre jusqu’a Tintersection de catte rividre ayee Tes routes 
(oasqudes tur la Carte identique) et, paasaut parle pe Kalalan, atteint la chalns de 
andrei. 

Un rendez-vous été fixé pour le Iendemain a Ja jonetion du Zaliab aveo Io 
Goundjiun-tchem, od il n été décidé de fairo ériger le borne No, 29, 

En conséquenee, il a 6t6 arrété pendant catte séancs In ligne-fronti&re entre la 
rividre de Goundjfun-Tchem ot la chaine de Guérébi. 


Fait & Seid Hassan le 6 nvril, 1914, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 113, 
Procts-verbabiof Tienty-sixth Mecting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, 


EN exdeution de la décision prise In dernitre séanco, la Commission (eomposse 
do MM. Is Capitaine Wilson, Etala-ol-Mull, Belaiof et le Major Antz Samii Bey) s'est 
rondue, le 7 avril, 1914, Al'endroit ob la frontitre quitte la rivitre Goundjiun-Tchem, 
pour surveiller Veroction des bornes, 

MM. Jos commissaires, ayant constaté que le ravin de Zaliab no sunit pas au 
Gouindjiun-Tohem, ont décidé d'ériger Ia borne No, $2 aur la rive dioite d'un ravin qui 
conflue aves le Goundjiun-Tohem (rive dioite) } une distance q’A peu prda un 
quart de milo du point ob, dlapnis Is Carte identique, lo Zelinh rejoindeaitcatte 
rividro, 

Ainsi Iuligue froutibro, qui, 8 partir de la borne No. 31, se coufond aveo le medium 
Jin equa AY Goundijiun-Vohem, quitte ladite rividre & Vendroit ot Io: ravin ot-haut 
mentionné la rejoints elle suit ce ravin gur une distanos d’A pen pros un quart do mille 
jusqu'aux pieds dos’ preiitres collines, go prolonge ensuite on ouivant cea pieds de 
sollines jusqu'h a borns No, 88 (plicéo sur la rive gaucho d'un ravin situé 13 milles 
do distinoe le la bore No, 92), ot remonte co doraior ravin, Apts avoir atteint Ia 
erdte do Bendi-Koulik-Bouzurg, elle In suit yera le nord. 

Rotourniéo au'camp, la Commission west réunie de nouvedu 8 heurés du sof, sous Is 
providence de M. le comtniasaite britatnique, 

Etaieut présents tous les commissaires, 

Th Commission ayant uchevé aes travatix aux environs dé Zorbathin, ME Ip président 
invite ea colldgues Xarrdter los déplacomenta de ln‘Commission dana la direction do 
Mondeli, On déside do partir le lendemain pour Mendeli pour étudier la situation de 
oot endroit, laissant 41a méme sous-commission, qui s'était rendue & Bakeaf, I'érection des 
borne sur‘ partic dé la frontidre entre le Goundjiun-Teham et la ebaino de Guésébi, 
Te soin da trouver uno ligne naturelle qui relie le créte de Koulik-Koutchouk & Meymyk 
est Tainad 3 Ja kous-cominiasion, 

Le rapport de la. sous-comaniasion de Bukeal a été ensuite présenté ila Commission, 
qui ordonné qu'il soit tnséié danse prdsent prosti-verbal, I est ainsi conga: 


“Couformément aux instructions ci-annexées données par les commissaires en date 
u.9 aysil, 1914, les commissaires-adjoints britannique, russ, eb ottoman sont partis du 
samp pros.du Zinret Seid Hassand 7 henres du matin du 4 avril et $6 sont réunia & 
4 heures de Vaprds-inidi aveo M. Solar Muzaffar, représentant M. le comuniasnire porsan, 
ot lo Capitaine Alief, & Yendroit ob la rividre Tohengouloh sort des montagnes. Ayant 
pltog sir ls rive anucho Ja borne No, 26 (voir description des bornos ot dela frontibre), 
601 Seat rendu Baksaf, ob on a pass In nuit: 

“Le lendemain Jn sous-commnission sest rendu auravin de Zaaféranié, Onn érigé 
aur lative droite la born No. 25. Le Capitaine Aliefia déterming la position dé oe 
pont par rapport aux points fixés de Baksa’. Ensuite on est revenu au avin de 

farkher, constatant en toute quo la borne No, 24 a été bien construite, 

"Da situation dela borne a placer sur le Sarkher a été choisie sur la‘rive droite, On 
a passé li nuit sar le Satkeher. 

‘Le matin du 6 ayril on a comiencé par compléter Ia borne No, 275 ensuite la 
sousscommission eal partie. pour le ravin do. Dalk (eon nuoit A cst onleort par les 
arabes sous lo uom de Khashaim Rattan), Aprés avoir construit sur la rive gauche la 
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borne No. 28, on est retoumné, en auivant loxravin susdit, au campoment pros du Ziarét 
de Seid Hassan. 


"Rai ia, le 9: avril, 1914, 
Fait 4 Zorbathia, le ARE 
*“SALAR MUZAFFAR, 
“D. BELATER. 
“ ABDUL HAMID,” 


Instructions remises d la Sous-Commission pour leurs Travarin'd Baksai et dans les 
Environd, et annexéee d son Rapport di 9 avril. 


MM. Je Capitaine Wilson, Salar Muzaffar, Bolaief ot lo Capitaine Abdul Hamid 
Bey sont chargéa par Ia Commission dlappliquer sur tes lieux Jn détision prise pur 
rapport au trongonde Ia frontitre entre Zoaferani. et, Pall, cest-l-dire de choisir 
Vemplacement do bores ct de les faire ériger X Zeafbrani, Tehengouleh, Saikhyr, 
ot Pulk. tg 

MA lo Capitaine Wilson ot Belaiot remplacotont. respectivement loa commissaires 
britannique et russo pour eo qui concerne Vinterprétation dela @écision arbitrale du 
21 mare (3.ayril), 1914 


Seid Hassar ayril, 1914. 

Seid in Ie 8 avril, 19) WINbAOL AMOUR. 
A, O. WRATISLAW. 
V. MINORSKY, 
A. SAMI, 


En conséquence, au cours de cette nance, MM. les commissaires ont: (1) ditorming 
topo oh iat rao Gente ataeasln eager G2) approung Jo 
rapport. de 1a sous-commisaion de Bakeat; ot (3) arrdté le déplacement dots Commision 
vers Mondeli et diigné une gons-commission pour Yérection dew bornes entre Io 
Goundjiun-Tchew et la chains do Gucrébi, 


Fait X Zorbathia, le 7 avril) 1914. 


Enclosure 12 in No. 113: 
Phocde-verlial of Troenty-soventh Mecting of Turco-Persicn Pronticr Commission, 


SHANGE tenue i Mundeli, lu 11 avril, 1914, sous la présidence deM. Ie commiasaire: 
a 
‘ont présenta tous Tes commissuires, 
ees tabs 24 et 25 ont 6t6'signés, et colui do la 26" séanco a 
rove, . . p 

as Beat engage vos colldques & In disoussion d'un projet pour Uaccomplisse- 

des trayaux au nord de Mendeli, att 
OYE le commiasuire russe se dit en fiyeur d'un ayst2me de travail qui erie: gu 
commisssires de parcourir Is terrain 4 délimiter ot d’y détorminer Ja ligne dela frontitre 
et Pemplacoment approximatif'des bornes, le soin dé W'érestion’ mame des: bornes Stunt: 
résorvs V-nne soui-commission, Tl faudrait quo ded officiers du corps. technique 
devancent lés commisuires pour préparet des lavés X leur usage. Pour cette besogno 

‘biz serait un bo centes. WE ae 
Kontl eat déailé Scot efit quo MAL, Alltj Tearkayy ol Radel Bay aia que'deux 
topogiapies indions du corps britannique se rendront A\Yendroit of Ja ronte de Khanikin 

le Naft-Deresai ct, t de 1A dans la direction du nord, travailleront’ le long 


coy ailleront J 
ligne de feontibre projetée, & faire Is levé do cette lime of des régions volsines 
= ives commissire brtansique appuio sur la notasité de ddtermiate dann To olndre 
délai posible In position exacts de Nett Mukatansi, vu les stipulations spéciales da 
de, Constantinople sly rspportank. 
[issa) a2 
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On a trité ensuite do la répartition des exux du Guengnir, qui fait de méme 
Tobjet d'une disposition spéciale du protocole, ~ 

‘M. lo commissaire oftoman deinande quo la Commission entende parler & oo sujet 
des iudividus parmi les wotables do Mendoli : 

M. Je commissaire persan veut également qn’on entende des habitants de Soumar, 

Metis urae nee tm ceen quiil serait plus avantageux si cos personnes 
pouyaient rendre laut déclarations par écrit. & Ia Commission. 

M. le commissaire russe pric son collegue ottoman de vouloir bien fairs montrer 
Coumission dos cartes de la région, sil on existe, afin d'éolaircir Is question des eaux. 

Tia prochaine séance est fixée pour demain, le {2 avril, 10 heures du matin, 


Fait} Mendeli, te 11 avril, 1914. 





(92975) No, 14, 


Sir award Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(re i ) R Office, May 25, 1914 
‘Telegraphic, ‘reign Office, May 25, 1914, 
(Pe TGRSTAN procuediag at Tspahan. 
Your Exoellonoy should draw the attontion of Russian Minister for Foreign Afhins 
to the matter reported in Sir W. Towulley’s telegram No, 143 of 22nd May, 
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Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 26.) 

(No, 149.) 
{een phic.) Tehran, May 26, 1914. 

MIELE) Pitod Minitoe poossdl ne vory mpontly yestemlay aul geste uaa Sone 
good offices with the directors of the Imperial Paik Te Peesia to induce them to or 
further loan of 00,0001, to the Persian Government, money to be repaid a8 soon as 
revenes commonod to'coma in, 1 explained that board is precluded fiom doing 60 
under the Bunks Statute, but bis Highness urged that the point bas been stretched 
ofore whon want of money was not so urgent us now. Eis Highness stated that 
money should be nsod only, for the gendarmerie and for expenses to be incurred in 
Sonneotion with coronal 

Situntion is most eritieal, and may bocome very. grave if no money ia forthcoming 
for the gendarmerie, 





[23697] No, 116, 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Récaived May 20.) 


No, 124.) 
“slogeuphic.) St. Petersburgh, May 26, 1914, 
OUR telogeam No, 226 of 25th May ; Russian proceedings in Ispahan, 

I called attention of Aasistant Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day to the fucts 
vocorded in Tehran tolograms Nos. 123 of 7th May and 149 of 22ud May, sayitg that, 
while in no way imputing blame to the Russian Minister for thy situation created by 
Mornord, wo trusted that the Russian Government would recoguise that it was but just 
and natural that the Persian Government should disavow a measure that must inevitably 
inyolve disintegration, I dwelt on finsncial interests involved, and added that, if 
the Turkish Ambassador acted as/he threatened, none of these taxes would find their 
‘way into the Persian Treuniry, 

‘Tho Assistant Minister for Foreign Affairs said that he Had been under the 
‘injreaion that arrangement as to the mode of payment of theao taxes. had. Deen 
arrived between the Russian Legation and the Persian Government, and that it had 
oon sanctioned hy the latter as well as by Mornard. He was not quite certain about 
call his faots, but he Hough that the Persian Government had agreed that the taxes in 
4juestion should he paid in the north through the Russian instead of through the 

toperial Bank, Aa there was no Turkish bank in Persia he did not think that any 
importance need be attached to the Turkish Ambassador's threat, He promised to 
have the matter enquired into, 





123786) No 117, 


Wo, 159) 27 Me Pahey to Sir award Grey — (Retail Moy 21.) 


(Telegraphio.)) Re 
i telogram No. 140 of 21st May. 
Following from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz 
“Soulet ig now encamped near town and has been visited by. Governor-General, 


Kawam, and various heads of departments. I ¢alled-on him on Doth May and had a 


Jong conversation with him, Kashgais are passiug quietly and have d 
except fo amash a fow talegraph ingtatary? 2 Shy O24 Bate! done no. damage, 


Teheran, May 27, 1914. 


Acting consul has since reported that: Soulot has informed him confidentially that 
Governor-General is, eaeavouring with his Kelp and. thst of Kawnm to organise 
campsign against the European-direoted administrations, Soulet declared himself as 
ready to support thom, but, Kuwam‘s attitude appeas lean aatisfictory, though acting 
consul doubts his identifying, Dinglt openly vith Soreriox Gonctala isan 

Acting consul urges Governor-General’a dismiseal, but, the Poryiau Government ts 


anaious not to make any change at the present moment, when the elections aro starting, 
and we are on the eve of the coronation. 


‘Twill have a warning sant to Governor-General. 





(23884) No. 118: 
Sir W. Tovonley to Sir Bihoard Grey.—(Raeeived May 28,) 
Tehvany May 27, 1914, 


Hen 


in-ed-Dowleli and gerieral officer 
ndurmerie to be employed to make a 
lownfall. Ho. has whitawastied himselt by. 
is eas ua the confidence, ore Soop consider 
recent event have been suspicious. ting consi 

to share paces % e i ee 

Persian Government appear to distrust new-formed fricndship between Kawam 

and Soulet, which they ra ta believe forma pact oft big. sbuthdrn ‘conspiracy, with 

which Bakhtiaris and Sheikh of Mobammerah are ccnnected, against the gendamnerie, 

Ib would appear to me more likely-to be the prelude to a pow He AIAG ‘confedeta: 

tion as a ‘protective measure against. posable developments in the north, should 

Saad-ed-Dowleh or someone with reactionary. tendencies come into. powar after the 
Shah's coronation, 

T consider it highly desirable that the most should be made of’ the reconciliation, 

and the fullest assurances be given to Kawam and Souleton the express condition that 
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they will cordially: support the gendarmerie and the financial: administration, whick 
‘appears to think that tho triple alliangs between, them and the Governor-General is of 
evilaugury. In dny scheme for the batter administration of Fars, if must be borne in 
tuind that the revenues of the province do not suffice to pay for the budget of the 

Miarmerie, I submitted rough proposal drawn up by the acting consul at Shiraz 
by post 25th May. 





(23920) No. 119, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received May 28) 
(No. 126.) 


(Celegeaphie) St, Petersburgh, May 28, 1914. 

MY. telegram No, 124 of 26th May: Russian proceedings in Ispaban, 

‘On my reverting to the subject to-day Assistant Ministor for Foreign Affairs eaid 
that he had. boon mistaken, and that i€ was Mornard and not Persian Governinent. 
who hed authovisdd eollestion of taxes through Russian consulate-general. Moran's 
Heason for doing 60 wis that hitherto payment of these taxes had heon avoided, 
on the plea that cho amount demanded was incorrect, and) because he hoped 
that through the intervention of Russian consulate-general this difficulty would 
bo gob over and that taxes would be paid with greater regularity, Ho hed no- 
doubl nade 4 mistake in not fist obtaining the eonsont of the Persian Government, but 
if’ old syatom were reverted to the oll diffoultios would probably recur, and. tho 
intervention of Russian consulato-general would again be sought, Assiatant Minister for 
Foreigit Afuirs aiid that ho would seo if anything could bo done, and that-only interest 
whioh Russian Government had in the matter was to facilitate collection of revenue. 

Tn view of ponding disoussions about ‘Thibot: I did not think it advisable to pursue 
the matter farther, 





(24258) No. 120, 
Ar. Wratialaw to Sir Edward Groy.—(Received May 30.) 
(Wolegraphie,) Re 


Monit, May 29, 1914. 
YOUR telegram No, 12, : 
Tonly took over yesterday from Wilson, who hiss gone to Kermanshah on business 

connected with the British Commission, and will not rejoin for ten days, T had no 

‘dgitisnnce of work: of the Commission botwoon Mendoli and the River Siryan, and in 

Wilson's absonco Lean only answor your question to the best of my knowledge, 

fioduired since yoatorday: aa 

‘From latitude 84° for about [? omitted] frontior line runs 8 to’ miles to the west 
of the red line on map for about 12 miles to the dotrimont of Turkey. On the level of 
Khanikin frontior line cuts off impossible angle formed with River Alwand, thus 
favouring Turkey 10 tho extent of about 8 eqpare miles, At about latitude 34” 40" 
ffrondios etosses from letter Tt in [Tudorski to Kin Ketuishan, ogain to the advantage 
Of Turkey. Evo slightly above the latter point, where frontier meets tho River 
‘Abs-Abbusan, it goes! neatly straight aeroas to letter B in Bambo, this to detriment 
ofTurkoy. ‘There aro othor slightor variations not worth recording. 

Direotions of the protoool have been followed rather than the red line on the map, 
‘which: unolfioial and not always accurate. 

Oceastotial eonesasions have been made to ‘Tarkoy\ botween Mondeli and 
latitude B. 

Tn Wilson’ opinion territory between tho line and the frontier now laid down and 
that indivated as alate quo frontior in, paragraph 6 of Enclosure 2, Constantinople 
despatel No, 352 of 26th April, 1913, isa gain to Turkey and should be regarded as 
transferred torritory. Ho Holds the samo view regarding Natt Maidan, (Seo his 
‘despatch No: 32 of Ist May.) 

(Sent from Avroma, dated 28th May.) 


(No, 18) 
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ond: Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved May 30.) 
No, 


‘slographio.) TR. ‘Debran, May 30, 1914 
“FOLLOWING from His Majesty's consul at Tabriz yesterday, No, 30:— cas 
ye (Corea) 

“A situation which threatens to become acute ns arisen between the ; 
General nnd the Fisanco Administridon. ‘Tho former, i pursoanse of4 pablio ie 
issued by him to that effect, has just reconstituted municipality with twelve members, 
virtually his own nominees, and’has demanded from Mr. Molitor the eossion to thug 
body of the indirect taxes which are then to be farmed out, Mr. Molitor refused 
compliance, stating that these taxes were the property of the Central Government, and 
ho informs me that his action has. been approved by the latter, as a munioipality 
constituted without its knovsledge was not a lejgal body, 

“he Governor-General’s action, at any rato ag regards the ereation of municipality, 
has bad throughout the concurrence and support of my Russian collengue., 1 thivk thet 
had it been a temporary measure only, and takon with the consent of ‘Tehran, it ped 
not necessarily have been objected to, as some such institution is very mich’ needed, 
‘As regards indirect taxes, however, the hauding them over iu tho way propossd, and 
their withdrayal from the ‘present elliciont supervision of the Finances Administration 
without any guaronteo of propor use of funds, 16, Lthink, open to very serious question 
part from any effect it may have as regards general principle of finanotal control, On 
the other hand, monoy is neoded if improvements are to be made, and it hat been 
tose to moby the Blgiaas that diiculty might to a crtsn ‘extent be met hy 
imposition of a nayaghal tax, but this, they tall me, is objected to bs i ‘ 
contrary to Turkimanchal Treaty.” Neh ee 





(24808) No. 1: 
No. 154) Sir W. Townley to Sir Edteard Grey.—(Received May 31.), 


(Telegraphic.) 2. Tehran, May 31, 1 

MY telegram No, 149 of 26th May. Pye 

Offers commanding gendirmerie bas tod informed the Pewien Goverment 
that, as ouly a portion of tho money due for the last two months and nothing for the 
present month has beon paid, Swedish instructors have been obliged to, borrow money 
whore they. could on thir own acconut to pay the men, that the Inttor will have to. be 
disbanded and muskets sold unless money is shortly fortheomitig, and that ho will Be 
obliged to inform the Swedish Government that the mistion cannot conulfiuo its work, 

he oes: commanding at Shir elgeaph ih tho sine sees 

_ Tne ly insist upon the great dabgor of n possible, relapse to. anurchy 

which tro all bo exposed lend money ean. bo found.” Ie would bs heartbreaking 1 


te9.n wudden slop pit 10 the real progress made by gendarme Hes 
becca Stille em url prea myname eave 


‘The Persinn Government would give the Kerman mining concession and eo save 
tho situation tomporarily, but they are aware that such a stop) would be folloveed by an 
imperions demand from Russia for the Lake Urmia concession, They have beon given 
tovundorstand that the one cannot he granted without tho other. 

Unless the bank comes to the assistance of the Persian Government there is almout, 
a certainty of a general administrative collapse. 





(24340) No, 123, 
Sir W. Towiiley to Sir Bdward Grey {Received May 31.) 


is 155.) 
Telegraphic.) R 

MY telegram No. 152 of 30th May, 

Following from His Majesty's consul at Tabriz of 30th May — 


““T learn that the Governor-General an the 28th May: allixed seal to various dopart- 
ments of the indirect taxes and arrested an employé of the Finaucial Departmont who, 
[1684] 310 


Tehran, May 31, 1914. 
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ess to the archives. He was released 
a5 since put his own men in charge 
tically in his hands, and 

vd himself of 

to the effect 


eta 


‘The Governor-General’s action is entirely disapproved by the Persian Government. 





[24311] No, 124. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received May 31.) 
(No, 168.) 


(Telegraphie.) Re Tehran, May 31, 1914. 

GUSTOMS returns for the year ended 20th Maroh Inst show gross receipts 
58,8461, an increago of 85,1951, on last year. Southern receipts 176,2081,, an increase 
Of 10,809 Largest increase in at Kermanshah in spite of unfavourable roa conditions, 
namely, 27,7742, with a gross total of 104,6632, 





[24310] : No, 125. 

Sir WW. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received June 1.) 
Mologtaphic.) ‘Teliran, May 31, 1914. 
Sr, PETERSBURGH telegram No, 124 of 26th May. ‘ 

‘Acting Ministor for Foreign Affairs would appear from his reply to Sir 

G@. Buchanan to have missed the point. It is no longer a.question of the, reventio 
Doing paid into tho Russian Bank, ‘That has always beon done in Azerbaijan, The 
point i that taxes leviablo from Ruasians anc’ Rnssian-proteeted. persons on thoir own 
Tands and on Inds leased froin Persians are paid throngh the Russian consulate into 
the Russian Baik without tho intervention of the Persian Financial Administration. 
> camry out this work a, special Russian tax collector ins been attached to, the 
consilale-geuoral at Tabriz, a highchanded action in foreign country without 
‘asking for the permission of the Government. i" 

‘consul’s telegrams Nos. 40 and 81 oxplain situation which has been 


ie 157. 


Governor-General ins) commen 

‘a munieipal oonnail at Pabrie: which vill 
taxes, all of which have already, been co 
farming system ; 

by, the, Governor-Goneral, 
‘Administration from the Excise offices. 


‘Aw all these-actions are strongly disapproved of by the ‘Tehran Government, it cam 
only bo supposed that the Governor-General has acted wader Russian instigation, 





(24308) No. 12 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 106.) 


'Tolegraphic.) Foreign Ofice, June 1, 1914. 
GOST of gendarmon 

Your telegram No. 158 of Bist May confirms my hesitation to sceept without some 
anuch more conclusive evidence the alleged state of impecuniousness of the Persian 
Government. [have at present no explanation of the fact that, notwithstanding 
axteptionally flourishing stave of revenue, Persian Government fails to meet absolutely 
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necessary expenses of one of their most important, public servi 
SS es i nt public services, Whiere: does the 
es go, and why cannot eullicient amount be diverted to is proper purpose? 


ing to your tek : 154 
ae ur telegram No, 154 of 31st May, have we any ground’ for 





(24486) No. 121. 


FETaSET aN age Alo PI) 


Tehran, May 12, 1914, 


T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith tho usual monthly summary of events 


in Persia for the past four weeks. 
Thave, &c, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 127, 


Summary of Events in Persia for the four wecks ending May 12. 


Tehran, 


The Cabinct—The Prime Minister, Ala-es-Sultanch, continues: to’ ea 
; H i yi i we 
duties of Minister of tho Interior, and is algo nominally Acting Minin of Was 
ustuful-Mamale: hs been offered a post inthe Cabinet, but ha not 0 fur accapted 
though he attends the Cabinet Councils in’an unofficial capacity. "Tho Government 
onteimplated lacing the gendarmerie undo the Ministy of War instead of undo the 
inistry of the Interior aa heretofore. ‘The Russian Minister was sounded indirectly 
a to the view he would tako of this transfer and gnvo, a favourablo reply, but the 
Foreign Minister thonght it necesary to consult tho Russian Government through tho 
Persia Legation in St. Petersburgh with the result that the Russian Government 
have raised objections, “In consoquence of the alitnd of tue Porsian Minister in 
St Potorsburgh, who is strong supporter of Sand-od-Dowleh’s exndidatury for the 
remiership, the Persian Goyernmont is contemplating his removal, Arfi-ed-Dowleh, 
‘he Minster of stig, is talked of os hs probable successor. : 
lections.—Tho Government issued instructions to the provincial Governments i 
{he tell April typeset wi the losteun au ers pipe neal att 


_ Sipahdar and Bakhtiarie—Shortly after the resiguatic if Ain-od-l 

Sipahdar endeavoured to bring about the Sreaironet ts Caverieare sia 
of the Pakhtiari Khaos then in Tehran, namels, Amir Mufakham, Sardar Ashja, an 

Sardar Bahadur (Sardar Assad is now too feoble to attend to affairs). Sipahdar no 








doubt desired to become ‘Premier, and the Bakhtiaris wanted. as usual to, fish in troubled: 
dou der Roussian Legation, however, advised Sipsbdar to Keep aust and His 
Majesty's Legation gave similar advice to. the Bakhtiaris, with the result that they 
a a ble aud called on tho Regent to assure him of ther layell 


G. P, CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary. 


Se 


Tabriz. 


ifs inte of pablic order jm the province is .oported to be fairly satafactory ne 
highway sobbories or serious incident having: been reported Although no Persian 
Righvioy robberies Tho question of the elections opedly, great interest is being taken 
yea iy the inore tosponsiblo section of the population, Extept avons the 
ao te retin the feeling seems to be gonoral that, Tabriz should send representatives 
re eee doubLtal however, if anyone will dare to allow himself tab nominated 
Uo Relran, Megs assured of immunity from tho, consequences: he Governor- 
of even vole iniged to sond a Teproseutative of himeelf and three delegsies from 
Gong oe Prinz to the Coronation. ‘The Russian consul has received iuestes Tons 
Ha ite logation to establish, im agreement with the Tinanes ‘Administration of 
from sigan, Hie amount of taxes due by Russian subjects, ineludng those who have 
iited wroperty from Persians, to collect these toxes aud pay ther “te the Russian 
Teas property en agcount of the, Administration, ‘he finance oficial has made 
Fepresentations to Pebran on the aubjeck as, apart from the interference with affairs of 
Fepresgntat or autaiied, there is no. guarantes that the surplus mighi nok 0 any Aire 
Banton ey sogiment, numbering about 450 men, and a field battery of the 
ve Mian eray- of oeaupation have been withdrawn. to the Caueasnsy wyhile_ another 
eutniont i ported to bo awaiting, orders to leave. Certain of the troops withdrawn 
from Kazvin hayo been sent to Azerbaijan. 


Resht. 


Talish, hopes now to be able. 
He 


farien of ote 

Tho sorviee halon to 

the motor service to ‘Tehran. 
GiMieulties, and that the tindert 
sivbsidy from quarters interested int 


‘tho whole of the Russian troo 
to hayo beon withdrawn, Anew Ru: 
that the Russians are endeavouring to ol 
{hate troops, It is understood that tho destination of some 
ig Ardobil 
Meshed, 


Princo Dabija; the Rossion eonenl-general, bas boon definitely recalled, and his: 
queen A Nitolaky, formerly consul at Kermanshahy was. reported to, be leaving 
Aa Afoaied on the 2th April A disturbance, resulting in five persons being, Kill 
for, Moshe ote, has taken place at ‘TarbatsHaideri, where 1,500 people had taken 
se 4s protest against the ‘exactions of the revenue gendarmerie, ft is reported 
ae hreg Russian troops have left Meshed for Turbat, Tustractions have been received 
Poti Governor-General for the disaiseal of the Governor and revere collector of 
Py to reraer itnigation froin ‘Turkestan. into North Pere on the Rives Atrek, 
feseported, No robberies ake reported on the ronde, with the exception of those to 
reported: Jy Chinarm. A Tureoman. band was dispersed by read police early in 
April near Abbasnbad; om the Meshed-Tebran road. 


Tspalian. 
The Fars frontier to Aba is 
deh. is ted 7 
Caravan wareeeay reported to he in a js 

Belong tm ace propery to ae Gone 
Ahmadis, whe ‘srs. Dixon, i 4 
freon Gor ie mci gel fr as a laoreet 

nee tsfac the : i, 
TeatrerSanca air Folk af he Goversnitgandamnher ise oe 
Baas eee eadikhast shortly in vow of the establishment of sone 


Sultanabad and Burujird. 


European firms have suffered if 
wie oes considerable Toss. at 
Stig dade ont rr ura ong ee de 
arrive. Posts hy rR ie Reach aah ed continuo to 
nerve “Pots havo been valle and uitied in te vicniiycr te oer wee 
Sees Be ly re-established The! Lure/ haya constantly ues 
impression on the gendarm rowing ong to thes Sability fo mako any 
jmpression on the gendarmes, Large numbers of arms have been conten eyed 
Iter, Mont oft important chi neo expressed tel Wil Sa ater 

ur j fiona 1 ‘illingness to come to to 
dhe, Gerernor, NizuerSilane, is shorly laying for Bar cee 
agama Java ben, arranged for conrad acon tellenaarie vane 


Yeed. 


Roads a 
are reported safe, and the caravan traffic continues to be Satisfactory, 


_ Shiva 
, rhe situation at Kazerun sh it 
ant a shows no improvement, 
sr eb ey ae iran 
robbery was reported near Kazeran on the 26th April Genta ig! the 
robbers lost eight killed and ton wound, and xecorated nono of the stdlen prop ee 
Se ats ween gendarmes and Kasha robbers tok ara Sonate 
an the zit Major Lanberg made av inefotual Attain to eagtore New-ekbieae 
a. the 2h. Trae procrediog under dienes on the nox nnd wn alte 
suspend onthe Shittz-Bushirevection, Tho Governor-Gonoral fee 
tnd complains of Tec of support from ‘Tekan. yer 
Wag fou sb imliated the root isturbanco, ha boo Seed ted Reng 
might 


Soiatan. 


‘The Governor arrived at path 


Fees at Birjand: on the 20th Ma ats 
the Temainderof his forces Kats, Th ee Se ne eee 
only in their rec: ide i . The luchis are rey Yi nk 
gal ier rest ih ito Ba Ono handed Bia wipe seenren 


Tad foes xa gd ll obey convoy the wems ad ammoution expooted from 


Kerman. 


Sardar Motashem, the 
Oapiaiide. , the new Governor-General, arrive 
Ta of oii tin gosta’ Slat fg reinel acat Sees 
on that road, Pi Should be in poseossi nin 
the nt hays etd a ee tu ompolidon ated te Baek 
‘able to accomplish 1 jehran, but it is improbable that: an idiom will te 
Bighieaeentouailiey wee ea ae ticod ane 


occupied with the Bunder Abbas soyae nos 2, Beudarmerie ave. likely to. bo fully 


[1684] 


nil, 


8D 
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Kermanshak 7 
‘Tho Frontier Commission reached, sar Shirin ails 25h Anal being finished 
i i is, 
tho demarcation of the Pasht-i-Kul order, TE is rept 
General, who complains of Inck of force s 
aero; ns Loto so get isererene with caravans O22 
erying_ sorvico is practically suspended, ‘The reeds, 7 


eaten AS oor Boe ‘robbery and violence come from K 


n. 
fre yery good, ‘The usual reports of 


Alucas. 
is fie brisk, 
‘The condition of the Bakhtiari road is rej ted te be eeu ais ae 

ding plentiful, and rates lovs,, ‘The environs 0 Dizful are ncaa 
graying Plemis Britannic Majesty's consul at Ahvenz has proposed th to cary 
ee eee eE alternative routes for the railway, one by the Ab tes Ti 
fh tue deta of ying almost ene in Bal econo he 2 

; : moat anne 

taritris of he Val fF onaiesane till he early tar. 


carry out eith 
cpiiats R.A, STEEL, Major, Military Attaché 
Pehran, May 13, 1914, 





No. 128. 
(24498) No. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdweard Grey. (Received diene 2) 
penis) Tehran, May 11, WIA. 
yim veteronco to provi on the aubjest of te Karkunaa 
He i i vi 2 A ,. 
fnrigation scheme terminating wi uf the 20 Ape, Than he 
Honour ste thatthe Rasen MH tht the pratt anes 
supported by the Russi arg vans and purposes a Russian Goverment entarpess 
FO a elf ie seokibg the concession from the Persinn Governments | ect ty 
Oe vonty telegraphed to St, Bolorsburgh mugaosting thet HONEY 
Aba Te i ete partirpate in tho undestaking, whieh be eqnsidars to, Te EoD 
cro of proving & fngneinl success, Such is not the pion Ci Th stan, 
aban, of Hore Faputan, woes adninstrator of the properties ofthe Zi wk Tay 
aoe reed vory largely benefit fom tho irrigation system 38 doubiy 
the work being excouted. pe ee 
‘There is small doubt that, the granting of erie 
eens intention of the Ru: 
f Ispahan, and 


eT f 
ed would. sharo equally with 
iniaation, 

Paso POWNLEY. 


; the Bakbtiori khans have 

sco writing the aboye have ascertained that the Bakhtiari khan 
eee iacn Wrordod protest tothe Persian Government aguint the 

ear the concession. ‘They consider that to admit a Russian adn 

ran Y 


this nature into their own country would seriously damage their interests, and imperil 
their tribal position, <n 
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(24443) No. 129: 
Sir W. Toionley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Jute 2) 


‘No, 143, Confidential.) 
ir spaces Teheran, May 13, 1914. 

THE eneral situation in Persia within two months of the young Shah's 
coronation is marked by intense uncdsiness and serious misgiving as to what the future 
may have in store for this hapless country. ‘The ‘Treasury is completely empty, and 
it is har leed to see where the money is to be found to enable’ the administration to 
be carried on until after the coronation. About that time the results of the coming 
harvest will make themselves felt and revenue should begin to come in again, 
certain sum of money may be looked for from the surplus of the northern customs 
receipts, the half-yeatly payment on that account being due on the Lith July. Tt is 
not, however, at present easy to judge of the amount! of money that, will be available 
for the Treasury from this source, as the first instalment of the Russian advance of 
200,002. of last year amounting to about $3,000 must be made, and it is probable 
that certain moneys will be stopped by the bank to meet a claim of about 18,000), for 
extraordinary expenditure incurred in conneation with the despatoh of a Cossuske force 
to Kurdistan with the new Governor Sardar Moby. ‘The Treasurer-Genenil haa also, I 
believe, borrowed money elsewhere on this security. 

The future of the gendarmerie ia also greatly preoceapying publio attention. No 
effort has been spared to mest tlie expenses incurred upon thé upkeep of what hax 
hbscome to be considered a genuine national foree, frum, which very uch is anticipated, 
‘The goneral fesling is that if, ax is feared, the scope of the operations of thin useful 
foroo is to be restricted ita value will bo very greatly diminished, whilst it is thought 
possible that the Swedish Goverament may decide to withdraw  miasion that yaa sent, 
Af tho instance of the British and Russign Goveruments, to assist Porsia in restoring 
arder on, the roads throughout her dominions, Ts ig flt thut tho Swedish Governinent 
may well consider that such au object was worthy of Sweden, dospite tho loca of 
valuable lives that the undertaking has already entailed, but that it will be no longer 
Hi Joppiugy wich tbs. eet OF tue uatlonn (eave aielon pr Haale te Co Barta 
certain parts of Porsia only. However this may by, it is keenly. realised "her thi 
Tussian jealousy of the suesessen uchioved by the Swedes must in the long run militate 
ost adversely against their achioving a complete suogcss. 

Nothing is known liere by the general public, and the. fict does not seem to have 
been brought home even to the official classes that should ba wellsinformed, of tho 
failure of the Swedish officers in Furs, as repottid by the acting British consul at 
Shiraz. It is understood that most regrettable incidents ocourted at Kazorun, and that 
the gedarmere fore ther is nt realy strong enough to ee with tho stanton, bul 
‘Hin Noped thay tha, Betdarmotr fey be able to: versa la themsedlven (Hvac 
srould not appear that in his reports to the Central Government the Goverot.General 
Jays apecial blame upon the gendarmerie. His Excellency accuses all tho Europaan 
reeks and admimstrators of being to blame for the want of succéss that ix 
apparent, and continues to urge that hn should ba left to deal with the sltuation 
‘without any outside interference, This of course more than probable that. he would 
atonos resign were hie taken at his word, and he Kows that hee quite fe in 
dlananding as the only remedy for rita stanton what shi not. tho remota 
chance of getting, He will tus always be able to. protect himsel€ for tho failure of 
his administration by pleading that he always said, that Buropeans are. not capable of 
doing work that can be better and more eoonomioally perforined by Ponviata, 

ery effort will bs made, as goon a8 cireumitances. permit, to take the necus-, 
sary measures to improve tho situation in Fars, More Swodish officers will bo sont 
‘as goon as they are available, and the officer in command will be replaced by a mors 
energetic and, it is hoped, more capable commander, In the midst of the many 
anxieties with which public men are beset in the ital the situation in Fars has: 
tscaped almost unnoticed, and it is generally belioved that things in the south are going 
on. a8 well as could be expected. 

Such is the nervous state of politicians; that, a report that SandarivTang and 
AmitiJung, tle Mkbani aud bog of the Bakhtiatis, have niet the Sheikh of Moham- 
auera at Wain and formally ened tho treat of fonda mide last yoar hi given 
Hise to a rumour that the Sheikh, thé Bakhtintis, and the Kishgais bave mado un 
Alliance directed: agaiust the gendarmerie, Tt is more than likely thav-a- certain 
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Aipaffected Bakhtiari lehan has spread this story in the hope of damaging the aforemen- 
tioned khans, with whom he is at enmity, Ihave no reason to suppose that there is 
the smallest foundation for the suspicion, bub it may well be that the occasion of the 
‘init of tho Baktiiar khang to the Shetkh any lave been utilised to endeavour to nsser: 
tain what the attitude of the southern’ tribes vould be towards cortain uot impossible 
political developments at Tehran “Ay you, Sir, are aware, the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
gave financial assistange to the Bakhtiari khans when theymade tle movement against 
AP hans Ali Mirza whieh lted in the downfall of that Shah; I am not in a 
views of the Sheikh, but it would appear to me 
somewhat natural that the ould at the present moment prepare tor possible 
eventualities by strengthening thelt existing ties of friendship, and forging new ones 
with the powerful tribal inflienves of Southern Persia. I will endeavour to ascertain 
what, ifany, exchange of views in this sense took place, and report later. 

‘This beings me tow eonalferstion of the poosible future situation agsinst which the 
Bakhtiatis may be tiking: precautionary measures, Thad the honour to put before you, 
Sir, in my telegram No, 118 of the 1st instant, at the request of my Russian colleague, 
what I understand to be the general opinion with respect to the possible assumption of 
the post of Prime Minister or Grand Vizier by Saad-ed-Dowleh after the Shah's acces- 
sion, Thuye no personal animus or bias against Saad, whom { have always fond an 
ainusitig and interesting porgou to talk to. ‘That he is @ charlatan and very corrupt need 
nol 1 think, bo. mrionaly copsidevel when dealing with the gelative teers of Persian 
statesnien, to all of whom, with a few notable sxeaptionsy tons epithets oat be 
fairly applied, Saad is, wudoubtedly lever, and probably energetic, though no longer 
0 young a when he made himielf conspicuous by this unusual qi no Persian. 
T favo digeussed the question of his beni walled to the chief office of the State 
with politicians of all colours, both in and out of office, and have endeavoured to 
do so in such a manner as to convey an impression that, T had an entirely free 

upon the aubject, I have not sought to ascertain the views of certain reactionary 
politicians who aro constant in theit attondance at the Russian Legation, because T am 
well aware that they look to Sand 9s the saviour of the dynasty, whiobi is in no danger 
‘as long as tho Shah aecepts thy constitutional form of government now established. 

In all othor quarters T have found the mention of Sand’s name received, not with 
disapproval, but, with positive consternation-and terror, not only because it is firmly 
bolioved that his advent to power would mean the retura of - 
Sultan and all the other members of the Royal Family now in exile, to whom lucrative 
posta would -he given, but also because ie would herald the overthrow of all. the 
constitutional institutions that have been set up and the probable downfall of the gen- 
darmorie and the financial administration from which so inuich is still expected towards 
the regeneration of Persia, and which have already done no small work in this direction, 
T om well aware that the Russian Government, or rather M, Klemm, of the Awiatio 
Department of the Russian Foreign Office, is gonuinely imbued with a belief that 
Sund-ed-Dowloh is capable of doing wonders for Persia, and I know that my Russian 
golleague camo hore with instructions to supuort his candidature. It is, however, my 
duty to report to you the impression that I have formed from my conversations wit 
prominent people here, whilst 1 should wdd that Sand himself makes no concealnent of 
tho fact that, if called to office, he will rule the eouutey by foree, boasts that he will 
have a million Russian bayonets behind him, and liints very browdly thit the powers 
of both, the gendarmerie aud the financial adwinistration will be 40 curtailed that it 
vill be impossible for them to remain ais missions sent by their respective Goveruments, 

‘The Austrian Minister, Count Logothetti, through having occupied a garden last 
summer in close propinquity to the Shab'a country palace, hus become w close friend of 
His Majesty, aud of all the diplomatic representatives here is the only one who sees him 
frequently. His munshi is ono of Sand’s threo friends in Persia, and has sugceeded in 
impressing pon Count Logothetti Saud's remarkable qualities, ‘Therv is every reason 
to believe that Connt Logothetti has urged Saad's claims to become his trusted adviser 
upon the boyish mind of the future Sovereign, and that what would naturally ap 
to the Shih fondly aud unbiassed advieo hus hoon ecapted. Should Saad take ghee, 
and should his advent to power be followed by the return of the members of the Royal 
Family, mentioned above, and the overthrow of the established constitutional régime, 
the Bakhtiaris would certainly have to look to themselves, It would, therefore, not be 
surprising if, in the present state of uncertainty, they should be casting about to. see 
tupoa whom they can count in the futore, 

Tt has beon recently stated in the Times” that three Bakhtiari khana were 
implicated with Sipahdar'in n movement which had w reactionary tendency. ‘The only 


position to know he 
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town was’ for many yeurs the capital of its sovereigns, atid yet'there, far from the 
Russian frontiér, the growth of Russian influence has of late meso great as to 
caus all ig politicians’ and the general public the most serious alarm. ‘The last 
fr) acento, Zantac Baas Asin Wass Only alan ap lie 
their own pockets and took care to make their peace with the Rossian authorities an 
not to call too much attention to the change that was coming aver the scene in the old. 
capital of the Suffavean dynasty. Sardar Zaflar even went so fur as to announce 
publioly in the Chehel Sitoon, which is need as an official Durbar, that he was the agent, 
of the Russian Government. The speed of the Russian machine by which the whole of 
northern Porsa is being rapidly absorbed was gratly accelerate by the arrangement 
under which all the yust properties of the Zil-es-Sultan are now administered by the 
manager of the Russian bank: at Ispaban, E 

In order to carry out this enterprise which is as poli er valuable to Russia as it 
jalBiuitaly hespoeenne tol MevoniEekver atl to ete: Zl Giltan( (ie tatronstreseleinge 
an additional salury of 3,001. @ year, antl the latter having his income doubled), a 
rogular administration has been frmed on a Iago scale with all the necessary clerks, 
accountants, and overseers, many of whom are Russians and relations or friends of 
M, von Kayer. In addition, a military force numbering, as M. von Kaver told me him- 
self, 1,000 men has boen enrolled, drilled, anil armed, to maintain order in the villages 
In Pergia’s present state of somi-anarchy, it. would at first sight uppear that sucly an 
organisation would be go much to the good for Persia, and so it would be were it not 
for the fict that the Governor-General complains, and rightly, that the Russian consul 
has forbidden him, in writing, to.send officials in his eanploy into any village with which 
a Russian agent has any conneotion,. This order was. nut i respect to a village of the 
Zi, but ha regu to another Of which the Russian agunt yas only part owner. Tn 
view of the fact that, there is some likelihood of « British subject, Mr. Haycook, taking 
over tlie admivistration of some villages bolonjzing toa Persian in the Ispshan district, 
anil sual DeaPupia a tisntass etter vllaee: Dlintot asked yl adie ollesese bo 
supports this contontion/of the Russian consul. I have nob yet received an answer, but 
should it be affirmative, it would be hard to see how « similar claim made on bebalf of the 
British and Gorman interests, both to-day dependent upon. our consulate-general, could 
be resisted, and the position of the representative of the Persian Government, a former 
Prime Minister and Ikhani of the Balkhtiarivy must become an impossible one. A claim 
auch ox that pat forward by the acting: Russian consul-general would be followed by 
other demands, us is shown’ by his plan to name his own nominee as w representative of 
the Zil's properties on the Elections Commission, and the Governor-General becomes, 0 
Inughing-stook in his own province. 

‘The example given by the Zil has been followed by others, and itis estimated to-day 
that two-thirds of the villages round Ispahan are in the onjoyinentof Russian proteoti 
‘and all that carries with it, We have seen elsewhere thit o person enjoying this 
priviloge must only deal in Russian goods, and what is to provent the arbitrary Russian 

Ydding’ these protected persons from even buying anything but artioles made 

A severe blow would thus be dealt to the fast-diminishing British trade 

with Ispahan, because it must be remembered that it is not only the lands of a village 

‘that come under Russian protection under this scheme of administration, but every soul 
residing in those villages, 

We now come to the question of the Karkunan irrigation schome, which has formed 
the subject) of an accompanying despatch, and need oily be touched upon bere because 
‘the demand for it has caused the Persian Government still further alarin for their even 
nominal hold on the province of Ispahan, When the Russian Minister first mooted this 

wuestion to mo, as reported in my telegram No. 105 of the 14th April, he told me that 
the iden was that it should be n bond-fide Persian enterprise ;) and: M. von Kaver made 
the astounding statoment for a banker that there wns enough Persian money put awoy 
in stockings at Ispahan to finance the undertaking, M. Korostoyets added that any 
imoney that might be wanting would ‘be inade up by Russian capitalists, He lias now. 
somowhat changed his attitude, and says that the scheme is to be carried out under the 
auspices of the Russian Government, though Akbar Mirza, the son of the Zil-es-Sultan, 
is officially making application for tha concession from the Persian Governmeat, 

In conclusion, T would bey to ndd, as'I have stated in a previous despatch upon the 
situation with which we are likely to find ourel yes confronted after the Shah’s accession, 
‘that Tam of: gpg that it would be well to await the result of the elections before. 
deciding upon, the most: suitable person to assume the chief power in the State under 
the Shab. Ali-es-Sultanch, who has conducted affairs with much patience and tact 
during a very trying period, is too old snd has not sufficient energy to carry on the 


administration on what, it may be hoped, will be more 
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WALTER TOWNLEY, 
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[24869] No, 131. 


(Wo 101s Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 3) 


(Telegraphic) BR. 
“FOLLOWING from His Majesty's consul at Tabrin, 2nd Jer gam Zita SoS. 
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(4876) No, 183. 


Sir W, Towsley to Sin Edward Groy.—(Reesive’ June 3.) 
(No. 162.) 
(Dolegraphic.) 

YOUR telegram No. 104 of 30th May. 

Teannot say that Persian Ministers have been making sny serious effort to reduce 
expenditure, but I can assert that the Treasurer-Gent has been unremitting in his 
florts to forces them to do so. It is impossible to eradicate in a minute tho century-old 
desire of Ministers to increase expenditure because the more mouey spent the better 
chance thera is of getting a share. It has been Treasurer-General’s persistent efforts 
to reduce expenditure which have caused the violent attacks made upon him from 
time to time. When the shoe has pinched the Minister too hard he has been obliged, 
as ho exproasea it, “!to open the tap.” He has done #o, on my advice, because the sort 
of atrike made by Ministers produced executive deadlock, have supported Treseurer- 
General strongly in his campoign, but Xam afraid he has had at lukewarm assistance 
from the Russian Legation in the past as to-day, 

‘Phere has been much improvement, but ho has not-yet succeeded in forcing the 
Ministers to make expenditure fit'revente.. It ia very hard to do so boxe, where 
su of money ia required for the gendarnorie in order to establish that order which 
eqn gloue secure additional revenus. Quick to seo that they have « strong argument 
in 90 doing that the increased expenditure is no fault of theirs, Ministers haye nover 
higsitated to sanction tho evorinoreasing gendarmerie budget, reckless of the 
knowledge that the national resources cannot suffice to mect it. ‘They have argued 
to themselves in thus acting. that the two Governments could not blame them for 
inereasing force which thoy approved of, and that, if a pinch came, money must be 
found to provent the system going to pieces aud return to anarchy’ worse than that 
which preceded. the advent of the gendurmerio, Surplus shown on last year's inland 
revenue and chstoms was spent before it was collected, and has alone enabled machine 
to go.on without an appeal being mado much sooner for foreign help. 

T propose to submit full report upon the gendarmerie administration by next bag, 
but I would meanwhile state that Tam convinced thot they should be maintained and 
‘sisted by us a8 far a Fara and Kerman aro codcerned. They must go slow for a 

oar or two, and be content to maintain about their present effective. Unfortunate 
avottn ofvir was bat w most Hamewortby incident, and lala advices received Hore 
show that dospite it they have miado their influence felt for good in Fars, ‘Tho son of 
ono of the leading Bakhtinei khens has just, joined the force, ane 300 Shabsevang have 
offered themselves for enlistment. I am of opinion that tho Swedish officers without 
non-commissioned officers aro insufficient in numbors, but Tam sure that to maintain 
Swedes is right policy both in the interests of Porsia and of ourselves, ax being loss 
likely: to reato friction betwen tts and Russia, and as being the cheapest course. 
would again urge that monoy be found for Faro and) Kerman on this. secount, 
but that T should administer its distribution. Budget for the two provinces should be 
kept within 150,000. for ono year, 


Tehran, June 3, 1914, 





(24866) No, 133, 
Sir W: Downley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Recoived une 3,) 


Pehran, June 3, 1914. 


(No. 163) 


(Relegephic) 
‘OUR telegram No. 106 of 1st June. , 
‘Total revenues of Persia, including the customs, do not amount to 2,500,0000., 
Rot d yory large sim when the size of the country to be administered is considered 
and the charges on tho custome on account of loins have been deducted. Persistent 
efforts to obtain a budgot havo boon carefully evaded by the Ministers for more than 
year. ‘The Constitution and the Medjliss endowed the country with an inordinate 
number of Government officials, who are being gradually reduced, 
‘We have no reason to object to the Urmia concession, brit the Persians do most 
strongly. 
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No. 134, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rétward Grey. — (Recbived Jute 4) 
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advisers. he arrangement made between Kavam and Soulet make it out of the 
question to think of teturning to Major O'Connor's former ides of the first-named as a 
Governor-General. Such an appointment would aronse all Soulet’s jealousies and 
would efoate afresh an atmosphere of rivalry and ill-will. As T have previously 
xeported, sich a solution finds no support here. 

Despite tho. reverse suffered at Kazernn and the regrettable behaviour of tho 
gendarmorie at that place, itis evident that. the ilisaffection is local and has not sprend 
thronghdut the provitics, Iam disposed, whilst attaching very great, fimportanca, to 
the unfavourable impression made npon Major O'Connor by: the gendarmerie, to 
attribute to the presence of this force no small share of the conditions which have 
induced Kavam and Soulet to come to terms, It is clear that the sum of money 
required for the Fars gendarmorie budget is larger than the resources of the province 
oan beat, and an effort must ba made to reduce it. hfs should be more or ess easily 
affected whion the Govertior-General’s force, upon the organisation of which Colonel 
Morrill is busily occupied, has assumed some proportion, more especially if the genuine 
co-operation of Kayam and Soulet can be counted upon, It is reported that the 
Yehaviour of the Kashgais has been exemplary during the past year, and that the 

resent tribal migration is heing carried out in an orderly manner such as has not 
Ibeecr aaa for several ere pete ic vain iaaraiotent teestonieemaake tineale fel p 
tho south-eastern and’ eastern districts of the province at the hend of a respectable 
military force. 

IF the threo above-named fiotora for peace can be turned to good aecount, it should 
be poosible to reduc tho nuiabors of the gondarmerio and toadguards and 0 lesson 
the strain upon the financial resources of the province. It appears to me early days to 
condemn the offorta of the gendarmerio as a failure, more especially when all points to 
4 gonvorally improved. stato of affairs, for which it seoms to mo but fair, whon the 
conditions that existed before their advent tire considered, to give the iniluenco their 
‘prosonco has uxerted at least a sinall share, 

Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 134. 


Major O'Connor to Sir W, Townley, 


No, 190; Confidential.) 
Telegraphic.) Shiraz, May 22; 1914. 

YOUR iolgeam No. 9: 

Binaneial problem ae regards Fars is comparatively simple one of so framing 
‘budget estimates that total expenditure shall bo within the resources of the provinco. 
As Thave several times pointed out to your JSxeellency estimated cost of gondarmes 
alono equals or excoeds the total revenue of the provineo, and it bus always been cloar 
therefore, that ninless yedarmerio funds could bo-provided from somo outside source 
We vero marching straight to bankeuptey. We now seom to have reached: this 
stage, ad ti therfore necossary ta reconsider tho whole situation, Tn. consultation 
righ Sls Thave dravn up a rough: budget for monty expenditure of province as 
follows 


Governor-General and stall 

District Governors and atatt 

Pollet 8 ras ite 
Gendarmorio mid guards for matn road 
Other roadguarde 

Arniy, re ix 
Finahice Deparinent administration 


Monthly total, 62,000 touians; yearly total, 782,000 tomina, 


Sias is of opinion’ that: this sum, which does not inolude valueiof revenue grain, may 
be roalised this year, 

As regards gondarmorie, officer commanding here should be informed immediately 

that in futuro goudnrmerie expenses will be limited to named sum and that he must 

roceéd forthwith to adjust size ‘and expenditure of his force to available resources, 

Sum proposed should cnable him to maintain force of about 1,200 men which with 

roadguards: should be ample to Keep open road from Yoadikbast to. Konartakditeh. 
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Enclosure 2 in No, 134, 
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(25027) No, 135. 


Ro. 164) Sif Ws Tovonley to Sir Batoara Grey (Received June 1) 


‘elegraphio.) R, 1 
“BRUtist, consul reports that the Russians have opened Crate wine 4 1914. 


ened a post office at ‘Tabriz, 
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(25038) No, 136, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hitward Grey.— (Received Tune 4) 


Tehran, June 4, 1914: 
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Russian commander of Cossacks at Tabriz. to come to'the assistance of fnsncial agents 
without orders of Russian consul-geueral ; recent establishment of Russian post office 
at Tabriz; and other instances of Russian usurpation of Peraia’s sovereign rights. 

‘Thritation against Russia has been increased by a practical refusal to allow Persia 
to dismiss her Minister at St. Petersburgh, who has entirely lost the confidence of his 
Government, Te vas proposed io replace him by Prince Mita Tia, now Misistos of 
‘Justice, and formerly Ambassador at Constantinople, after the Rassian Minister's brother 
Il pray eased the Mita for Were ‘Affaire that the appointment sould be 
‘agreeable, 
Wry latest ioformation ‘rom Tepaban is to tho effect that. position there is little 
better than at Tabriz, and that the Governor-General is being hounded out of the place 
acauge lio refuses, to be a subservient Russian tool. 

If it ip really the solo desire of the Russian Government, as stated to 
Sir G. Buchanan by Assistant Minister for Foreign Affaire (seo St. Petersburgh 
telegram No. 126 of 28th, May), to facilitate collection of revenues, this object could 
bo immediately obtained by ardexing Rnssian. subjects and protected persons to pay 
landitaxes. This tho Russian authorities in Persia have consistantly, refused to do. 








(26039) No. 137. 

Sir W. ownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived June 4.) 
‘No, 166.) 
(Pelographic.) Ry Tehran, Juno 4, 1914, 

SITUATION in Tars. 

Ministor for Woreign Affuira road to mo yesterday separate telegrams from Kuvam 
and Soulet which show that their newly-made reconcilintion is established on the 
flimsiest foundations, ‘Tho former says that, the lntter is intriguing ag 
GoyornorGonoral; the Inttor says that Kavam is in league with the Governor- 
to‘oppose tho gonidarmorio and tha financial adeainistration and tit Governon 
should be dismissed. 

Information contained in these telegrams corresponds with the latest reports of 
tho acting consul at Shiraz, who states that Swedes have discovered that the Governor- 
Gonoral was secretly egging on Nasr-ed-Divan to oppose them.  Actitig consul adds that 
Governor-General is now in opon opposition to glk the Buropean-managed institutions, 
and thathe is seoking to unite Kayam and Soulet in the campaign and to urouse 
public feeling against Europeans. 

‘Tt would appoar to:me: inopportune, unless the situation grows worse, to remove 
‘Mulkhber on the evo of the coronation, which is sura to produce changed order of 
things, but it wrould seom to be clear that he will have to go eventually. Question of 
his euocessor is a mist difficult one, as I can think“ot no moderately capable man to 
tako his place, 

jd inve Tenvettod Minister for Foreign, Affairs to- cause strong, warning to bo sent 
to him, 











No. 138, 
Sir L. Mallet to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 4.) 


(No, 810.) 
{Ssiogphie R Constantinople, June 4, 1914, 

_ FOLLOWING fom British commissioner on Turco-Persian Frontier Com- 
missions — 

“Roreign Office telegram No. 11 of 23rd May. 

“Concerning protest of Poste against action of Commission in regard to pasturage 
Haha of Bevalaa tribes nosh ob easri-Siiria wid/on tarsHofyeallowed to Turkey, 

“Tithinle that there must be some misunderstanding. ‘The Commission took no 
ston inthe matter of the pasturage rights in transferred territory north of Kasr-i- 

rin, 

‘Possibly the Porto. refers to distriote transferred. to Turkey east of Bogtche 
Mountain and south of River Elvend. Here the Persian commissioner demanded that 
the pasturage: rights of the Sendjabi’ tribe. should be recognised, ‘Tho ‘Turkish 
commissioner, by order from Constantinople, declared that the Commission was not 
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(26029) No. 139, 


(&a-61n) Sir B, Mallet to Sir Bdward. Grey.—(Received June 4.) 


(Telogriphic.) Ry ‘ 
By Jnnedialy Resta rere _ Constantinople, June 4, 1914, 
aa oink tele 
Rien on the lines indicated in your telegram No. 11 of 23rd May to Captain: 


(25030) 


No, 140, 


han Sir L, Mallet to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reesived June 4,) 


MTelographia) Re i 
MY immediately preceding telogeam of dth June, Me annenls Tine 4, 1014, 


Twill consult oy Russian colleague as to Joint action with the Porto, 
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(24770) No. 142, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 108, i 
(Welegraphie.) Foreign Offee, June, 1914, 

POUR telegram No. 150 of Srd June: Attack on Mr. Smart. |” 

T presume you and Major O'Connor feel satisfied that the pardoning of these nien 
swill uot confirm tho disorderly clements in the tribes in their impression that ontrages 
Qgainst British officers and subjects can be indulged in with impunity. If so, Twill 
rot stand in tho way of exorcise of Shaka clemency, But Fis Majesty's Government 
do not abandon their right to require the punishment of the real culprits when ths 
Opportunity comes, eannot see any eause for satisfaction in present situation, Fact 
Tomoina that reall culprits have never beon punislied, and that author of Kazeran 
troubles, who was reported in your telegram No. 74 of ‘Sth March to have fled, is now 
‘boing negotiated with by Swedes. 








(25194) No, 143, 
Persian Minister to Sir B. Crowe.—(Received June 6.) 


‘THE Persian Minister presonts his compliments to Sir Eyre Crowe, and, referring 
to the conversation he had with him yesterday afternoon, has much pleasure in 
onclosing the chiof points of the telegram from his Government, which he communicated 
to Sir Eyro Crowe yesterday. 


Persian Legation, June 4, 1914, 


Enclosure in No, 143. 
Résumé of Telegram received by Persian Legation from Persian Government. 


ACCORDING to reports continually recéived from Tabriz the Shuja-ed-Dowleh 
fntorfores with the financial affairs of the province. Ho himself is about to collect the 
Tovemie of the province, and puts dificulties in-tho way of tho officials of tho Ministry 
ff Minanco, and in some districts he has completely-provonted these officials from doing 
oir work, Owing to these circumstances poople refrain from paying their taxes. 
‘Tho representatives of the Ministry of Rinance sought. the assistance of the Persian 
Goasnok Brigade to collect. tho: revenuio, but the Cossack Brigade hus replied tat they 
would only obey the orders of thy Russian conaul-general. 

Tho Persian “Governmont have disenssod these questions with the Russian 
Minister in Tolan, and have pointed out, that i€ they have so fur consented to retain 
Shujeod-Dowloh ae Governor-Goneral of Averbaljan it was eimply in. view of the 
promises of tho Imperial Russian Govornmont that Shujaed-Dowleh would change his 
Ways, [¢ Shuja-ed-Dowloh did not rely on the support of the Russinn Government he 
‘rould riot act a5 he does, and codld not disoboy the orders of tlio Central Government. 
‘The attitude and the’ silence of the Tmporial Russian Government is inconsistent with 
tho assurances of good-will and co-operation which they alwaya give. 

Mhe Porsian Government have again and moat earnestly informed the Russian 
Goyornment of their desire, and of the urgency of replacing Shuja-ed-Dowlsh by 
another Governor-Ceneral—thoy are perfectly willing to sent!'some one who would be 
agreeablo to the Russian Government. 

‘Andi the Cossack Brigade must obey tho orders of the Persian Government, and 
if tho offiials of tho Ministry of Finance should at any time require thoir assistance 
thoy should give it at once, ‘Tho Persian Government consented to the increase of the 
Cossack Brignde in Tabriz in order to make use of them when required, but if they 
act in tho manner they do, what difference is there between them und the Russian 
Cossacks ? 

‘According to another report it appears that Russian postoffices are being 
established in Tabriz, and Russian postal officials have already arrived. How contrary 
auch actions are to tho assurances of good-will always given by the Russian Govern 
ment; and such ction is incomprehensible! ‘Tho Russian Government must be 
itrgently and earnestly asked to desist from such actions, 


June 4, 1914. 
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(25134) No, 14, 
Sir L, Mallet to Sir Héieard Grey—(Recaived June 5) 


(No. 312) 


Constantinople, Tiina 4, 1914, 
Taroo Pott ‘Frontier Canis 


Commission has delimited whole Nowsoud distri 
ci 3 b istrict’ and. d 
Riisn-Ouermela. A difficlty bas arisen over the continued Suton ole euas 
place by Turkish troops awarded by Constantinople protocol to Persia, . Yesterday, to 
arid pombe collision betreen, the Fuskish gurrion ond 800 armed Porson ree 
E , Commission decided’ to remain here until evaciiati 
SE ear aeaat ret osterday to Halle fo get into Cilegriphlsoammaniesien 
ne Va ‘md hasten ‘evacuation, He has now informed us th 
evacuation is delayed because Majid, Kh init Nokiah 
Sendarmes into Chia Surkh, thowgh ayaided ta Ranke Se eee, 
ersian cormmissioner is telegraphing to the Govertior-General at I 
St Great a Kacy explaining the situation and requesting eile) warn Maat 
; uct, In view of this, I hope: that Ottoman G 
will no longer delay evactstion of Khau-Guermela, vo which Turks have cena 
y f Khan to which ‘ark 
Hoight. Tong as Ottoman garrison remisins tho Situntfon hax ia parece 
agen ea oy tuilitary metsures against the Kurds at Chia Surkh the Vali of 
ia should havo regard o tho safety of ropresontatives of tho ol company, 
ae of Majid is prompted by his reluctance to lose aaa hitherto 


na ent from Khan-Guermela “3rd Juno ; Tepeated to Consulate-General, 


a 
(25160) No, 145, 


sory Sit W Tomitey to Sir Baeard Orey-—(Reeived June 6) 


‘Teleigraphic.) 
AY tlegram No, 165 of Sth Tune, see BALIN 
© Russian Minister considers that ib would’ be tidiculous of f 
address an ofl! not on the aubjot of the anealed violation of tha Angee 
se oo) beatons ad reftans to eo that Rnssia has nb loyally 
replied that the collection of taxes and the ownership of land 
Seomed infringements of Persian soveroigaty, who th action of the Tevasan,eonaed 
at Lspahan hd beon atleast high-hauded, also said that it-soemed to mo dat 
Russia assumed grave responsibility in insisting upon the mainvenadco in office of 
lovemor-Genoral whose evety action was opposed 10 the wishin of the, Permian 


Go 2 A pence 
yee nese bi coald take no action against him for fear of a collision with Russian 


mary to treaty 


ees 
(26164) No. 146, 


Rent Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received June 5.) 


(elographie.) 
AGL telegram No. 164 of 4 Jun, seen 
Russian Minister telle that he had asked! for postal oficial to 

Jogaton leo,‘ says that for some time past enormous Moerman 

consisting of lta fai Patel has been forward by the legation post, He says ho 

his abuso, but that he is usable to 

What ns become an established cotetry to such peopl at Rano Meee eke ese 


to send Ii i 
eas eae Persian post, He says that work has become too much for the 
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‘The same situation has been created at Tabriz, and it was he himself who advised 
Russian consul-yeneral to apply for export postal assistance, but he did not anticipate 
that he would establish separate office outside the consulate-general as he has done. 





(24866) No. 147. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(Wo. 110) 
Foroign Office, June 8, 1914. 


(elegraphic:) 

Bins! [AN finance. 

Your.telegrams Nos. 102 and 163 of drd June, 2 

His, Majesty's Government have little confidence, haying regard to financial 
chaos evidently teignitig in Persia, that further advances would alford auy real remedy 
for an apparently hopeless stato of affairs. I feo! that our whole policy in Persia. calls 
for reconsideration, and am contemplating & serious discussion with the Russian 
Government, If meanwhile the financial needs of the Persian Government are 20 
pressing, and if the grant of the Kerman coneossion would temporarily place them in 
Foressiony ot finds, their logical course would he to make the grant which His 

fajesty’s Government have for go log urged upon them os a commercial transaction 

of teal benelit not only to British applicants, but also to Persia herself. i 

T request. you to put these considerations before the Persian Government in a 
frictdly way, but desire you lo avoid anything that, youd ereato on, impression that 
His Majosty’s Goyernment chose this moment to put forward a categorical demand. 
It is for the Persian Government themselves to consider whether the grant of the 
concession would not offer thom tho best solution of their immediate difhculties, and 
inake their decision accordingly, 


{25030} No, 148, 
Sir Hdward Grey to Sir L. Mallet. 
i Foreign Office, June 5, 1914. 


(No, 261.) 
(Dolegraphio,) R. 
Your ‘telegram No. 313 of 4th June. 

* This important to secure Majib's withdrawal by peaceable means through Porsi 
Governinent rather than by Tur) eae measures. Best course would be 
‘opregentation af soles by Sir ‘ownley sind his Russian colleague, 

‘Plenss ask your Russian colleague whothor he afgreos. ‘ 
Moanwhilo’ your Excellency should urge thie Ottoman Government to do nothiig 
rrevipitate. 
ba speated to Tehran, No, 113, and St, Petersburgh, No. 248.) 


(23208) Ko, 149. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir L. Mallet, 


iy = Foreign Ofiea, June 5, 1914. 

T TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a copy of 2 note from the Turkish 
Ambussador at this Court enclosing a telegram from bis Government complaining as to 
tho allocation by the British and Russian commissionérs on thé Tarco-Persian Frontier 
Commission of certain Iands on the frontier,* " 

Tt-appears to me to be preferable that the reply to these complaints should be 
made by your Excallency to the Turkish Government, after consultation with your 
Russian colleague, and 1 accordingly have to request that you will communicate to 
them the Finn oc enclosed in your Excellency’s deapatch No, 361 of the 20th 
ultimo, relating to the delimitation of the frontier in the Baksai region, pointing out to 
them that they appear from Said Halim Pasha’s telegram to have been misinformed as 
to the facts of the case. 

Your Excellency should at the same time inform thein that the despatches 
relating to Kingher (Guenguit) water and the Senjabi tribe have not yet been received 


(So. 958) 


No. 93. 


some of the re protested against 
thregtont Bure has acted: equitably 
amnbe COPY oF this despatah andl of Towik Pasha's not fa lin 


Or at Be. Peteatr esos, eva Pasha sent to His Majesty's 
Gees ningh. with instructions to inform the Russian Govaeeent 


Tam, &o, 
E, GREY. 





(25231) Noi 150, 


India Ofiee to Foreign Ofiee—(Received June 6,) 


elaborate that 
Byram 
and the 


On. those 
Government of 
should, if 


points enumerated in Sir P) Cox’ 
BaauhraAeI AS) ree the Goleaient 
di refi ram ey ; 
feel subsidinn i would not desire pipette 
i he negotiations in-any way imperiled, for 
am to. 
proposals, the question shoul 
the travsnetion completed with the locas 


that: i ‘ali 
that they come esac of the potentiality of ol 


(for which no. rent is) pak é pada-Kabos 
@ precedent, pointed! tovas 


Ta 


amy do. 
LIONEL ABRAHAMS, 


——— 
[168s] 
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Enelosure in No. 150. 
Government of India to the Marquess. of Cresve, 


(Gelegraphic.) P. _ Delhi, May 

FOLLOWING is our reply to your telegram regarding islands in Persian Gulf, 
dated 274) ultimo, 

‘On strategical no less than on political grounds, the acquisition on a long lease, say 
for ninety-nine years, of islands of Kishin, Larak, and Henjam is, we consider, most 
desirable, and. our position ir, the Gulf now and in the future would be greatly 
strengthened thereby. We assume that the terms of the lease would require Govern- 
ment of Persia, to sureonder all administrative control, and would allow British flag to 
tbe hoisted on the islands, 

‘But we recommend strongly that the bargain should be made to include Hormuz, 
and, if possible, Sheikh Shuaib also, 

Tt may bo held, perhaps, that the strategie value of, Flormuz would be greatly 
lessened if Kishm, Larak, aiid Henjam were in our possession; still, if we held it, our 
control of the Bunder Abbas position and mouth of the Gulf would be effectively 
completed, Furthermore, we should be in « position to regulate the valuable trade in 
red oxide. We do not overlook. fact thit it nay be somewhat more difficult to carry 
tho bargain through if Hormus: is included, but if we ate ight: in) belipying that 
‘Muin-ut-Dajjar’s present contract with Persian Government puts him merely in position 
of the contractor on commission agent employed up to March 1920 by that Government, 
and not iit position of @ concessionaire (see enclosure’ in despatch of the 4th Deoomber, 
1411, from Sir G. Barclay, and ‘Townley's despatch dated the 18th Febroury Inst to 
Sirk, Grey) ‘we think that we might make a fairly accurate estimate of the lease value 
of Hormus Island, and that maintenance of present contract for its full term might be 
provided for in our lets, 

‘We recommend that Sheikh Shuaib Island should be included in bargain simply 
becausy we should be able to complete our lighting scheme if wo acquired it. 

Tt is somewhat difficult to deal with question of price which might be offered or 
eventually paid by ws In négotiations with Persian Government: matter should, we 
think, be approached first fron the purely commercial aspect, but we must, in any. case, 
dooide first’ what is the value, from all standpoints collectively, of the bargain to us in 
the last resort. 

Under his concession of 1 your Lordship will sve that Muin paid about 6,000/. 
por annum for concession of Kishm, Henjam, Lora, and Hormuz, plas the fortile 
district of Minab on the mainland and other soattered localities of the kind. We are 
not sure that wo shall be able to got the figures confirmed in time, but it was, we 
iinderstand, o current belief in the Gulf that, with the profits from working the oxide, 
Muin's provious tenure of these islanda and districts brought hima clear 16,0001. a yea 
Tf for Minab ve put Sheikh Shuaib, wo should not stand to lose if we leased the five 
islands ut, 33,0004 ; while wé presume that the 6,000/, the Muin paid is all that the 
Persian Government ever realised. 

Tn this etimate wo have taken no account of the prospects (whieh are promising) 
of Binding oil in Kishm possibly of value, vide recent report by Pascoe of Geological 
Survey, Government of Persia are probably ignorant of potential value of this, 

‘The otler Departments of Stats concerned will no doubt estimate also; subject to 
your consideration of these, we caloulate that, on the above basis, we might begin 
Reacts Ur by offering 12,0001. for rent of all five islands, and-would not have done 
badly if we bad to piy 25,0002 for the lease; and we consider it so important to 
‘acquire the islands that payment of 60,6002., or even more if necessary, would be worth 
‘our while, We say this on the assumption that Tndia will not bear more than a half 
share, if any, of the cost of the scheme. 

If the Persian Government are not willing to bring Hormux into the discussion, we 
would suggest that lease should contain « clause ensuring that lease of this island will 
not be given to any other Power or its subjeot, and that except with consent of His 
‘Majesty's Government no further oxide concession will be given. Please refer to the 
Bushire telegram to which my telegram of the 24th January, 1913, made reference; it 
ja not a poiut of immediate relevance, but, we. would suggest incidentally that in. the 
event of negotiations developing, the opportunity should be seized nf trying to secure 
some of the desiderata therein, Rahiaes 








[25150] 


(Ns ity Sir Edivard Grey to Sir W. Townley, 

ele, hic. 

( a He oe eens E Foreign Office, June 8, 1914. 
ree yo @ a, oo Tune: : Bassin faction in Persia, 

Ath A y. age, You will see from my tele, No, 242 

Spas Sir G. Buchanan, repeated to you, that I had aaa eae aes pak 





(25476) No, 15: 


Captain Wilson to Si i Forel 
oh tain Wilson to Sir L. Mallet— (Received at Woreign Ofiee Juno 8,) 


Sir, % i 
Dyobeinuaeutat meee Canip, Qasr ivin, April 26, 1914, 
align a a oa atch No, 25, dated the 13th April, T haye, 


Proceodings of tho Comminsion subsequent to that dates ne Pe MBO tho 
2, The sub-c 


ommission charged with the erection of Loundary pillars between 


Zorbatia ond Mendeli i joi 
Hits pera’ completed their task and rejoined the Commission on the 


; the excoption of myself, lett for Bagel 
Ye a ok i lad ont i 
3. On the 15th Ay fi esting vas hal to dienes gad salle de pes 
t croases the Gruenguir River northew li 
Taare weaned pets River norih- eet of Ment, 


ne 


1 ated that tho crests of th 
joined, ey a straight line, Peet 
apport of this proposal the precedent of ges 
lendeli and on the Iusso-Poraian and Russo. 

4M. Mi 
<®, if Minaral and we finally agreed to a lino which was 
by me} our decision was) announced at a 
til, and a sub-commission was despatelied at 


reed 21. miles Yo the Natt Doressi; 

eli i the afternoon us. oon, ue. the an 

reachodl ou camp on the morning of the 
eeting was hold to discuss and settle 


i agreed that tho best way for the frontiey to run 

il 
nl to. the pass and thonca along tho main reed Wore 
point alsa soled, whoro this road cross tho Nalt.Deresty v6 laid the taceeen 
fpRmusloner who shoved some reluctance to como to an agreement, Wat the te 
tion, Ttila-ulMulke coco ay juve nn ate rane oles 
tion, Teo hit philosophically, and t suli-oonaniee 
‘files on the pass on the flloving day, which, being Russien Busters wee okect og 


8, During the night of the 19/20th April a violent dust storm visited the camp 
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uprooting some tents, breaking the poles of others, and even ripping up some of the 
lighter patterns. Luckily, in anticipation of the next day’s march, most of the tents 
of the British Commission had been struck; the Russians, however, suffered severely, 
nearly all their teuts being blown down. On the 20th April the Commission moved 
on somo.15 miles, past the oil springs of Naft Mukatassi, and camped on the Naft Su, 
down which Mahnmd Shevket Pasha traced the frontier line, 

But for the previously prepared maps of the British survey party. the whole 
Commission would at this point have completely lost their bearings; the country, 
devoid of prominent natural features, is cit up by numerous deep mullahs, whose 
tortious courses it is impossible to follow except on foot. 

At the next day's meeting the Persian and 'T'urkish commissioners, finding that the 
reduced identic map, on which Mahmud Shevket Pasha’s line was indicated, corres- 
ponded only very vaguely with the ground, were not long in agreeing to follov, as far 
a5) Gumbaz-Chai-Hammem (Gumbaz-Ab-tBaghchan of the identic map), stream 
identified hy the Turks as the “Naft Su,” running past the oil wells to jo the main 
‘stream of Naft Deressi a few hundred yards lower down. 

‘Though Mahmud Shevket Pasha undoubtedly intended to draw his frontier line on 
the reduced identie map along the Naft Su, as stipulated in the protocol, there is some 
reason to think that the stream along which ho actually drew it was mot the Naft Su 
but the Ab-i i i, some 4 miles to the east. The identic map is, howev 
nacourato thot it is:impossible to state this with certainty, and in view of the detinito 
identification of Natt Si hoth by the Turks and by our surveyors, with the more 
wosterly stream runnibg past the oil wells, we had no option bat to make the frontier 
correspond with the lattor, 

9, The only point which gave rise to serious disenssion arose from the belated 
alscovory by the Turke ofa single Jorge oll sptiow on tho Jeft, bank of the Neft Sus 
they naturally laid claim to this, as coming within the Naft, Mugatassi; the Porsians, 
equally reasonably, objected to its inclusion on the ground that the Turks had, at the 
20h sitting of tho Commission, said that Naft Muqatassi lay to the west of Naft Su. 

‘he Persians, however, eventually gavo way, tho ‘Turks being awarded an enclave 
on the Teft bante sufficient to include tho oil spring in question. 

Hoavy rain fell during the day, a most unusual occurrence at this time of year, all 
the tribes having already loft the low country for the hills on account of Iuck of seater 
and grazing. 

10, Kansi-Biz was reached on the 22nd-April, and on. the following day tho 
Persian aud ‘Turkish commissioners were induced by successive stages to settle the: 
frontior from the point where it leaves the Blvend River for some 4 miles ‘The sites 
for four pillars wore chosen, tho first at the mouth of a ravine a mile south of the 
junction of the Gilan with the Elvend, the last at ‘Tepe Khirs, on tho Mondoli-Qast-i- 
Shirin road, 

11, It only remained to link up the Naft Su with Tepe Khirs, and this was 
effected at the noxt sitting, the two parties consenting, at the suggestion of M, Minoraky 
‘and mylf, to adopt the Mendeli-Qasr road as the frontier between these tio plac 
The road is the'sole landmark which could’ suitably be used as a frontier line 
stability ts further assured by the existence close to the track of several prominent 
shrines and other marks. ‘The adoption of this line involved somo slight. divergence 
from Mahmud Shevket Pasha'a line, to the detriment of Turkey, but tho sdvantage of 
{i good frontior across this difficult tract of country was rightly held by Aziz Boy to 
ouisveigh minor oonsiderations, 

12, Anxious to tke advantage of the conciliatory spizit animating the two parties 
at the momont, we prevailed pon. them to meet again during the day to settle the 
frontier botween the Blyend River and Aq Dagh. Here they had more difficulty in 
reaching an agreement, th line shown on the reducod identio. map differing from the 
apparent intention of the protocol by abont 3 miles. ‘The (Turks claimed that the 
frontier left tho river at @ point opposite the Ottoman gendarmerie post. known as 
Quila Kan-i-Biz, some 4, miles below the junction of the Gilan and Elvend; the 
Persians clamod that the Otiomen post referred to in the protoeal was at a village of 
this name on the loft bank of the Elvend, close to the junction of a Jarge ravine, some 
77 miles below the function. 

M, Minoraky and T, fortified by the roports of Messrs: Oxloff and Soaue and by the 
roaults of our own enguiries, were convinced that the Turks wera in the right; the 
difficulty. was, however, a real one, the, protocol beng very vague on the subject. 

13, We therefore proposed, aud with much diffieulty induced both the parties to 
accept, a compromise whereby the ‘Turkish claims in respect of Kan-i-Biz were 
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conosded in fall, the Persians: being promised, in exchange, a rectification of! the 
frontier near Mamiishan (latitude 34° 50° longitude 45° 49"), where the protocol differs: 
from ths line traced on the reduced identic map, this time to the’ disadvantage of 
Persia, It was agreed that the line marked on the map should in this case be adopted 
Tage at toate cae seston) ss Hes former apparently represents the actual 
quo, wh jorsky assured me that the discrepancy between 

and the map is diie to an error in drafting the former, po, eres 

14, When, however, we cams to erect the pillars on the river bank the two parties 
Were unable to agree, and we were asked onréelves to settle their position, which we 
did, expeditiously, in a few minutes, to the relief of both parties, Stakes wore at 
once hammered in at the selected points and a sub-commission appointed to erect, the 
necessary pillars the next day. It was now 7 o'clock, but, stimulated by copious 
draughts of champagne, the Persian and Turkish commissioners consented to continue 
discussion of tho frontier, and agreed without much ado to accept from Kand-Biz to 
the Aq Dagh the line of frontier posts erected by the Turks; tho crest of the Aq Dagh 
was also acceptett in principle to a point near Haush Kuri 

15. As president of the day, I begxed the Commission to fix a date not lator, than 
the Ist May for their next meeting; M. Minorsky, however, proposed tho 6th May, 
to wiih demurred, 28 involving unnecessary delay; finally tho date was loft 


_ 10, On the 25th April the British and Porsian Commis : 
Shiri, while the Russians and Turks procesded 0 Whanikiu, tiers toh tape nas 


our surveyors will pnsh forward to Quret i i 
gue garveyors wil pis forward to Quretu and Mamishan to prepare mops in advanep 


Thave, &e. 
ALT. WILSON, Captain, T.A., 
British Deputy Comm Purco-Persian 
Frontier Commission. 





(25578) No. 153, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hésoard Grey. —(Received June 8.) 


(Se. 154. Cantdentian) 

ir, Tehran, May 26, 1914. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 149 of the 22nd instant, have the, honour 

to forward to you herewith copy of private letter which T have xectivedl from the 


eral giving the r fi i i 
Beasuror Gonaral giving tho reyeaue figures for the Porian yeat which ended on the 


Thpve,tto, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 158, 
‘M. Mornard to Sir W. Townley. 
Péhdran, Te 21 mai, 10d. 


aero 
her Mr. Townley, 


JE ne veux Bis attendre jusque samedi pour vous enyoyer dea chiffres que jo 


Viens avoir sous les youx. Cast me pranour 
s'agit des recettes brates elfectuées par les services financiers en’ Oud-Il 
(1913-14) comparées 8 celles de ln préoddente dando: an 




























[sie |e 














Eris 
nit. 25h 880-05 
Doatine Toei sas°0) 
Aedeen SstGate- es 
Abatage 


‘Total 





Polio. 
Navaghil 
Rocettes extriondinaires 


Total. 





Avjeantation 23,874,256°85, soit 40 pour cent. 





Tl est important de romarquer que les eéréales provenant des domaines et des 
impte en nature ont été venues ou dvaluges, 'année derniére, Aun taux inférieur an 
taux de Vannée précédente, par suite. de Ia baisse considérable des prix, Cette 
partigularité acorolt encore Paugmentation enregistrde on’ krang, attendu quill a falls 
Plus do cérdales eotte année pour obtenir vin chiffre correspondant & celui de Vannéo 
ase, 

Piss Cotto situation est ineontestablemont Drillante malheurousement elle empicho 
certains diplomates de dormir et c'est co qui, pour moi, est lamentable, Par contre, 
{ol Ia ceratude quo le Ministro do ta Grance-Brotagno ne rogrtie pas de nous ayoit 
vigoureusement sidés, atx cours de cea deux premidres années ; Jes résultats matériels, 
Jos souls qu'on piit envisager en 1912, sont atteints, sinon stoplement dépassés, 

Voto tris dévoné, 
MORNARD. 











{25582) No, 154. 


idward Grey.—(Recaived June 8.) 


Tehran, May 28, 1914, 
tomy despatch No, 125 of the 20th ultimo, on the subject, of the 

ament gendarmerie and their Swedish instrustors during the 
azorun, I have the honour to forward to yout herewith copy of a 





recont fighting at 


further despatch whieh I hve rvovived from the acting British consul at Shiraz trans- 
rmitting copies of statements made by eyewitnesses of the unfortunate occurrences during 
tho incident in question, : 

Thayo also the honour to forward herewith copios of a. telegraphic correspondence 
Letween Major O'Connor and myself, on the subject of the udvisability. or not of 
communicating to the Swedish Government the fucts recorded ogainst the officers lent. 
by the Intter to the Persian Government, 


Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enolosure Lin No. 154, 


1) Meier O'Connor to Sir W. ovntey 
0, 16. Confidential, 
ge : Shivas, May 4,1914. 
IN continuation of the correapendence ending with your telegram to ino No. 81, I 
hye tho honour to submit herewith copie of roporta eating the ovants at Kesar, 
which have been supplied to me by Colouel Merrill, M. Rimbaud, und Mr. Pettigrew, of 
the Indo-Rargpean Vslegraph Departnients need etarcely say that theeo” wr 
accounts have been supplemented by much verbal information of a more detailed 
character from these three gentlemen, and alao from the many Persians with whom I 
have'spoken on the subject, 
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Jit ould be decided by His Majesty Government to furnish = copy of 
despatch No. 10 (or of extracts from it) to the Swedish Government, in accordance wit 
the proposal put forward by your Excellency, it is probablo that General Hijalmarson, or 
others of the Swedish officers, may endeavour to eontest the accuracy ofthe statements 
contained in my despatch, In this event I am prepared to submit for-yaut Bxeellency’s 
information other documents bearing on the subject ; and Colonel Merrill could produeo 
G2 witnesses many: Perians and also employée of the Indo-European. Telogragh 
Department: who were at Kazerun at the time when these events were occurting, with 
the object of proving his assertions. 

T personally should norard such w controversy, a9 Between the Swedish officers 
gil gpysell or Colonel Mors, ax mont regetiabla As. L have informed your 
Bscellncy in sy telegram Nos 165 and 168, Colonel Uggla ia ulead fully aequainted 
with ill that Colonel Merrill has stated with regard tothe aventa nt Razer, and with 
the part which the Swedish officera played in those eventa; sid as the eommandiny 
officer of the two young officers concerned tho responsibility of challenging: Colon 
Merrill's statements, or of referring them to his superiors, would appensto fe with him, 
It he thinks it better aud wiser to lec sleeping doge lie it would seem hardly 
necessary for any other person to take auy ataps which might give rise to w disagreeable 
coutroversy, 

If, however, your Excollency or His Majesty's Government) arw not satisfivd with 
seeuraey of any statement contained in my dexpatch under reference, U bog that T may 
be informed sssordingy, and Twill then endeavour to predite furthor evidence on the 
subject. My despatch was written for the information of your Excellency and of His 
Majesty's Government, and is an exact representation of the facta as T understand them ; 
and Tain, of course, prepared to axplain any doubtful point, or to substantiate «iy 
partioular statement, to the best of my ability, 

A copy of tho enclosures to this despatch ia being sont tothe Politioal Resident in 
the Persia Gulf for iaformation, 

Thave, &e, 


W. F, OCONNOR, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 164. 
Memoranda ro Bapedition to Kaserun, 


THE force under my command numbered 112, searly all horsemen, with 4 bagenge 
animals which transported resorve carbine ammunition for the Kazorun gendarmerie, 
‘and some 270 rounds forthe three. cannon at Kaxeran, The bulk of the foree left hore at 
4 ros, on the Ist March, I remained st Shiraz util U1 fat, the same day to start off 
the last-of the ammunition train. ‘Thé expedition arrived 10°30r.s, on thy Srd March at 
Puli Ginny, a gendarme post about 6 miles from Kaverun, A horseman, waa 
immediately’ sent off with orders to try to ot into, Kazerun to carry to Cypteia 
Killauder the written information that we would attempt to enter the town'that night 
as it was vory, cloudy, At, 1:80 a.at, on the 4th March we began oan the neaily 
exhausted mules, but; owing to the darkness and the fear of the cbavadars about 
advancing further towards avon) wwe were utiable to geb the last of the Pagans off 
before 5 a.m, At about 7°30 Aor. the eoluina was halted at the Inst gendarme borge 
before Kaxerun is reached; this borge is within sight of the town and distant from it 
about 2 miles. From here « point of six men and ono officer was Kent ott on recon- 
naissance, being followed at a distance of 1,500 yards by an ailyunos guard of one 
officer and twenty-seven horsemen, After the advance guard were seen to have taken 
possession of the first hills near tle town the order was’ given for the main column to 
advance slowly in support. At a distance of abot £00 yards from, Kuserun and 


completely commanding the entire town are two high hills; the roa from Shiraz to \ 


Kazeran runs close to the bass of the southernmost hill, while at the left of the road 
is walled garden with a stono tower, this garden baing neatly opposite to a atone fort 
on the summit of the hill nearest to the rond. ‘The point waa fired at by 0 few men in 
the tower of the garden at: the left of the road, but when their fire was roturnod and 
horsemen sent to the rear and left flank of the garden they fled to the hills, while the 
tower Was at ones occupied by a fow men from the point, while the rest of the point 
turned off to the right and orossed the rond to assist the advance guard, which had come 
‘up and was halted by tufhngehees in the stone fort on top of tho stoop hill commandinge 
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‘Kazérun, Before reaching the last hill at the edge of the town the advance raed had 
dtiven from the near-by hills @ fords of tufangchees estimated ab 75;, several hundred 
shots were fired at the ndvanes guard. ‘The advanee gaard and the point having joined 
forces, both detachments opened fire upon the stone fort on top of the: hill overlooks 
‘the aundayinerio barracks and pormitting of « plunging fre upon the entire town as wel 
‘as fully covering the main road from Shiraz to Bushire. An advance up the hill was 
now made by Captain Knranjia, a Parsee, and three voluntests under fire from about six 
tifangolwees in the fort; the rifle of one of Captain Karanjia’s men was hit by « bullet 
from the fort, but as the advance continued the tufan: fled to the mountains 
north of Kazerun, Luckily we had no wounded ot killed entering Kazerun. Leavin; 
tuen in possession of the hills and the stone tower of the garden at the left of the road, 
the advance into town was continued without further opposition; we arrived at the 
fendermeri barack. 901080 Ae with all of oir transport animals and ammunition. 
‘a found Captain Killander and Captain Lundberg in the barracks, both apparently 
‘unavvate that the hills near by had np tu a few minutes before been in the possession of 
fhe ettiny. Ae fas I eouldfnd vu no outposts were put on ‘the hills until, oon after 
iy artival, T asked that gendarmes be sent-to oovupy all hills near the town, informing 
the Swedish officers that we had already taken the fort near the town and its near-by 
hills, At the timo wa arrived there were no guards at all outside of the town as far ax T 
ould learn, all of the gondarmes and their officers being in the town looting; wien we 
arrived at the barrweks we saw very few gendarmes. 7 
Captain Killander informed me that Nasir Divan and his men had fled during the 
night while wo ‘ere at Palab Ginny. I learned trom other sources that the looting had 
‘commenced at LP. on the Sed March, ive, the day before we arrived. At the time of 
out atrival the pillaging of the town amd bazaars was. in full swing, the air full of 
reports from guns being fired to open looks, I almost, immediately after my: atvival 
spoke to Captain Killander about fixing  dofinite time for putting an end vo the looting. 
‘and for getting control again of the gendarmes, and we agreed 1ipon one hour before 
aunsot of the day of my-wtrival as the time for the looting to stop. Before leaving 
iad Twi talked to Major O'Connor, telling him that very probably there would be 
and he told me that the thing to do was to atop it a8 soon as we could and 
fix a definite hour for the looting to cease, und with this conversation in mind 1 made 
ny artangomouts with Rillandor, An-officer was at once sent out, who returned in 
about two hours, informing me that be had transmitted the order that the looting must 
stop ab ono hour before, sunset, to all the officers and men in the ‘baxaars and town. 
That night, however, the Looting continued, and wlso continwed on o lessening soale all 
of the time that Twas at Kazerun, i, up to the 19th Marcb. ‘The day following my 
IT attuinpted to restore order and tonfidenos in the town, for that parpose 
wonditig pattols to prstedt the women, ab'a rent innny reporta'came to mo dF women who 
hid Woon violated by the Yondmmies; T asked for patrols from the genisrnietie, which 
Werte given, bub which promptly bean to loot ns Hoon ws they ware sent out, ‘The day 
Hofore tho ‘diffrent detuchmonts of xendatiries went out to take charge of the hills 
‘overldoking the town hdl all abantloded theit pokts to join in the looting, ‘The night 
‘Of oitt ntHival the only oittposts were'those of the army. ‘Two ok three days afer my 
arrival ‘T asked Captatn Killandet i together three patrols of ten men 
‘uch, offigerdd by oxo ofitar; lho teplied that he didnot have the men, Ho finally agreed 
Yo ot ‘ite patrol of ten ‘men, 1 oxphiitied that T desited the patrols both for day 
nid ‘hight sbtvide to police the town and put an ubsolute atop to further looting ond 
qaping, ‘The attittide of the two officers, Captains Killander and Tundberg, was one of 
TOR ease whut happens wa tho ‘town eacrves all that it is getting” Both oficnts 
reinaindd in tho bartacks tnd made no nttenpt for days to go out wnd get theiranen 
‘under control; the disorzanisation of the genc ‘and the fact that the men were 
sunidontrolled was patent to everyone at Kizerun, Evety one of my statements ean be 
fusily verified, Thrice raring shy stay ut Knzerun the enémy succeeded in entering the 
‘toxins both times nt places supposed to be guarded by the gendarmes. Day and night 
‘Yyooldlexs titiig went on all over town up to the timo we left 1 persumally arrested 
several geniditmen for this firing, sending them to Captein Killandler, Tony Sine 
letters to OAptsin Killander only one or two replies were recived; ‘these letters 
complained about cases of looting and raping. Am far as I know not « single gendarme 
Spas ptinisted during ‘my stay, in) the ‘town, "Tht looting ‘fever soon sprund to the 
Rondhvnie posta we Pulab Ginny, Mian Kotal, and Darsti Axjin. Many reports came in 
Of inules sized and sold by the gondarines, ‘At Kizeran two or three days after ‘our 
“évrival the atule of Shy ‘Pettigrets, of the telegraphs, which he had brought from Shires 
‘us'soived by tho gendiinés, At my request it was relewsed; again ine short time it 
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was seized. When Tagain asked for its release Captain Killander 
Helo us ‘sme cold fake it from the inside of Shalgnannes bts where Hes 
gendar itd fmy request the order wan given by Clptain Killand 
to pay for this mule, which was d a Rillardere Mreerere eer kei 
who ave i sal, a fe eee by, ant: ‘Rilaniers interpreter, but the man 
ine day while at the telegraph’ office und several days after my arrival I he 
SO aT gelesen La eal cor pene 
iy ho lone the firing a ith an 
es Bie eure tad wom by beating him with the buteat Peer eet 
a is man, asking for his property, I sent the gendarme, tnd 
Bi a aoe the affair to Captain’ Killauder, 1 tec i eeeadiy ie pel 
Se oe alter out arial Mr. Pettigrew hinsell prevented vo 
: the telegraph storeaoom, ‘The day befor 
Haman ane foe comating that tho night before Spann Aone tien 
, vel ots at her, and, when she told hin e 
OC acted anor” olla ang ne Alt ie 
d iat T could discover, On the 9th’ Murch, tive days after my arrival, T 
written request to Captain Killander to issue av order forbldah poner 
[ ptain J r o th 
dy ney tyr ict i cea eh ae 
Dut that was the last of may request. ‘Lo my repeated writtan 1 t 
information of his list of effectives fr duty T never got a amply. Lwne analte te god 
for days. list of the, dead, wonnded, aud missing goudacmey tom: Orlane ellade 
Hriofly there.waa no organiention or discgtine, soe nay olen thee ee 
fy the ti pline, nor any attempt, th 
Uo Srodiaofisurs Co et thee mew unde eoutol to jets ieee 
March, or even to assist the army forces in guardiug the town agai 
from tho nearly aoe of the memy. As Tara a MRE ae 
fireauy sia ater ey fa aE na of Major Oblaon, nor did they, 
a 5 w body hud byen found by Major Ritband, of th 
lctachment, who was engaged for nearly six houte th-semeoy Ricoriataine! 
order to recover the body. Ife was not even amistad by aeudaenes or cao 
i s A 5 nndarmes, ror worw offbrs 0 
aesntanoe given when I peony soporte to the Swed olor athe buy ad 
teox found. All ofthis time the offears were staying inthe bntracks doing nothing, as 
oy did for days, Captain Kilander did gb out ta Blow ‘ip a few empty. towers, but, 
as far as T nov, made no effort whatever to investigate eondivions in the town, Upon 
y arrival suggested that the friends of Nasit Divan in town, who wate known t0 the 
gcurmaret have acurelyaiated the evany, ought to be arated Conlying 
it request, Captain Killander gent. out Fat-ol-Molk, who, aw plenty of wit 
said Aorwarda sgn satineta, ret aly those ih aalot dan tpeal ahs 
refused to liberty.” Latranged fur the trial of thi 6 
aired of evidence wan pradaoa by gandammaei ati thos men, Capa Kila 
oallie Sane he»prisoners shot, but I refused flatly to agres unless sume évidence 
‘oo miueli credit cannot be given to Major Rimband for hil: i 
f t ll 
Kaverun undes n heavy fire, and for his defenes of the. place Tepes tue arial oe 
tat fr th Unely staat Ranta Che Sa seg cna arg mai hn 
: aud the éntire gevdarme fore would have 
to the tufhngebies. Darya Bagi told mo thyt ho lis in his possesion ees 
iim by the chiof of the gondarmes, Fat-ol-Molk, whervin, Diuya Bogi is naked to 
arrange or peace botweca the gondasies aid the tufungahiss, ‘Thre tines. wer» 
alls Blown to gather in the gondaemes fom the town, bub without sult; this took 
place severdl days after our arrival. For days the gendarmes wore nob in barracks, 
faeept in small numbers, Rather than’ having exaggemied. in the preceding 
Hoes Tava actully understated the disorder Aad lnk of contol ofthe purdimis | 
luring she ovaral days following the fist day: uaa balf of looting. Am ineident 
f the trial of the peioners, which shows the attitude of the Swedish offers, vas 
the remark: todo to me before De, Woollatt and Mx, Pettigrew by Captain Kilauter 
while he’ tial was in progres that fie would later iiselt havo the prisoners lle 
ev if T released them. After the trial two of the threo witnesses against the prisoniory 























returned and aid that they were paid by Fatol-Molk i i 
that uotually they ad no information ena ae 
jal they bd ao infernaon at ll guna ee prtouory 


JN, MERRILL, 
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Enclosure’ in No, 154. 
Extracto froma Statement of M. Rimbaud regarding the Beents at Kazerin, 
GE qu’ont té les événements de Kazeran et cb qu’on peut en eouclure ; 


Ces notes ne sont que, le résumé-d'une série d'impressions eb de faite véous dans 
Jes journées de mars 1914 4 Kacerun, Sivclles peuvent dire utiles en moptraut co qu’on 
pout faire, elles nfont-point la prétention de montrer ce quion doit faire. 
reset, Matera les Tneldents de,-Kazorun, en transrivant “mon jonrial” au, jour 
Je jour: 

Promidve’ Journés.—Bn. ‘artivant 4 Pul Habe: Gaineh, nous apprenons qu'un 
éombat ¢ livre entre la gondarmerie et Nasir Divan, A T'annonce de cette nouvelle 
fexdeute ne reconnaissines. sur’ Kazerun/en compagnie d'un de-mes officiers. Du 
Bordge de Kamon Kechi jéeris uno lettre au Major Olson, dans laquelle je lui demande 
des ordres, ime mettant ison entidre disposition, 

Vers minuit jo regois uno letire de Mme, Ohlson m'sunongant que, son maria 
Aisparu, Cette wnsive snvenlove mes dernidres hésitations, Demain au leven du jour 
je marcherai wur la villo, 

Devs Pour —Sovs Ie tlle onneriea nous pinétrone dans ville, » Dion 
meri, personne de bless, Japprends la nouvellede la'mort-dw Major Ohlsen, Je 
réunis les officiers 6, jo leur explique le plan deuivre pour se ddbarrasser des ennomis, 

‘Vou dtes énférmidas dans uno sourioidre,” leur disninsje 7 “il faut en sortiry gamer 
du champ vt recommencer In bataille”” ‘Le mutisine dea tune, les objections des autres, 
me font: peu espérer pour Pavenir, 


(Here follows an wesount of the events of the siege of the gendarmerie in their 
bartacks, which, though interesting in itself, does not bear upon the points at issue. I 
auibjoin the following extracts) 


Quatridme Tournde.— . . , » Jo ronda visite’ Mino, Olilsou, Ties balles traversent 
Jes murs dees chambre, Jobtiens quello aille demenror on face, Je suis fier d'inscrire 
eo petit gvénement. Mme, Ohlson était digne d'dtre la compugne du valeureux major, 
tombg figa i Yenneny 

Sixcidme Journéé— .... , Le Capitaine Dundborg vient d'arriver de Buchire, 


Sepidme Journdos-Nows aperceyous vero 11 heures du natin les cavalo de 
‘Killander, AL heure jo me rends.X Bagh Nasa pour converser avee les deux chets, 
Jo,ne puin.en tiror un inot,  Blessé, adcourngé profondément, je revitre mon poste, 

Quo wepteil pases dan mon wbsenoe ? 

Led gondarmes ot les hoinines de Pul Abguinch ot abandonné Ja caserne, ‘Tle ont 
fonyahi uti caravanséral placd 8 20 mdtres de ln place; tus un vieillard, blessé un autre, ot 
maintenant ils pllent Weararans enftrmés dieu vll depuis ie Abu dab howe 
Ja niai jamais yn autant de désordre et d'indissipline, fl me faut une heurd pour 
trouyor ‘dix gundarmes) et un offisier .'(!, . A/G houtos- du soir les gendarmed ‘sont 
rontrés, Je réorganiae lo wervieo de ainit, Jaioivaydile Chpitaine Killaider deux 
Aspeehem! ‘Commo Ini premtdxe; elles restent suns réponse, Catto bostilite: m'éorase : 
dle est pas dine Europe 

Huiltidme sfournéy—-Brisé do fatigue, jo mo sis endormi, Jo me réveille vers 
{hours du matin: Btonné de:voir quelques’ postes sus sentinelles, je menquiers de 
co qui'ee'passe, » Lea: mallieureux- ont fui la caserne et sont dans le baz. Le: pill 
a commntyios ‘Je m'slanos dans'la ville, Revolver aux poings, jaxréte les pilatdo, 
Maistlo‘flot de'voleurs suuinente a’houre en: heure, ~ C'est une course échevelde, dans 
Ja-bong, eous la pluie; am milieu des produits de toutes ‘sottes qui encombrent les rues, 
‘Deux foin jortombs. “Coli m'irtite, Jo tito sur les pillards, 1o-domestique du. Kalantar 
de‘Pul Abguinoh est blessé tous Ie bras. 

Jone veux pas Adorire toutes les scbnos dont flat été Jo témoim impnissant, Quill 
suffise do savoir que pendant tr illage ‘out lieu, ob qu'une nuit une jeune file 
sorvit dé moattresse A quarante individus, Cortes les Bulgares'&. Lule Bourgas tA Kirk- 
Kiliss6'n'en front) pad mutant, 1 


Le Colonel Merrill yeut placer un réseau {d'ayant-postes, Son projet trouve peu 
ae ut per 


Aapprobation, Je.pars tant méme placer deus postes da gendarmes et le Cavaliers de 
Yarmée, Te premier de ces postes n'exiate pas longteinpi. Les gondarmes quitthreiit 
lv collin on mame temps que mol et je ne pus mo faire goouter. 

Personne ne voulatt ohéie: tout le moude youlait pill 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 154, 


Report of Mr. Pettigrew, of the Tndo-Puropaai Telegraph Department, regarding the 
Events at Kaserin, 


WHEN T arrived at Kuzsrun about 4 par. on the 4th March Tloat my way in-the 
town and got into the Jewish quarter." Horo I found several gendarmes\ guanding some 
houses, and T questioned them ns to what they wore doiug there, They said they ward 
guarding the place. This was not true, because after a few minutes they aburted loatin 
the place, “This T saw, andiT rumned buck ind remonstrated with them. Bat %- foun 
that they were in a’ dangerous mood, and so I'lett them, All aloiig the: wa 
wWomien and children came running to mio, nnd asking my piotetion, which T was unable 
fo ard Tooting aud ping eontinud all that niet und the fellowing day and for 
several days after, although orders had been issued to atop iti 1 was seyeril times 
Auily compelled to’ask: Colonel Merrill's assistance to try and prevent lovting and raping 
round the telegraph office, but evidently he could not control. thy gendarmos A Tow 
fays after my arrival, while busy working inthe upstairs office, T heard a disturbancis 
down below, and was called by Mr, Mnokertich to come down, He said that! two 
fedarioen Tad broken into’ tiny reserve tsk: story, andor pretext, that property: of 

azeruvis was stored there. 1 immediately ran down, and with the assistance of 
Mr. Japon (« gendarmerie native officer) Thad these men’ removed trom, the oflide, 
Me. Japon promiaed me be would hive them punished, bub I have beat! nothing moro 
about it ‘Thin vas alao reported to Colonel Merrill, bubup, to the dute of my Teuphig 
Kayeruu no punishment was inflicted and no apology offered. Several innocent men, women, 
and children were shot by the gendarmes while the latter were looting diflicunt places, 
T was a spectator duting the trial! of the persons arrested. by’ the: yondarmerla 
conducted by Colonel Merrill and Captain Killander, ‘Dhore was nots alited of evidences 
against a single pervon to prove whut the goadanesallogedgainat ther, eas 
aubstantiate everything which Colonel Merrill eaya in hig report regarding thé jnnation 
of tho Swedish officors, who from first. to. Insc appear’ to have done nothing to 
restrain their men, as they were very bitter against the Kazurunis on account. of 
the doath of Major Ohlson, with the one excsption that Captain Killandas him- 
self thrashed a gendarme ons diy who) bud, been firing shots near the, tolograph 


office. 
W. PETTIGREW, 
Shiraz, March 80, 1914, 


Enologare 5 in No. 154, 


Major O'Connor to Sir IW, owley 
(No. 165.) 


(Telegraphio.). B, 
“YOUR islezrain No, 74. 


Course which your Excellency proposes tondopt with 
will place mesin invidious position of being, neguser of th rate 
éventa of which Twas not an eyewitness, have toma clear in 
Drovlous communications, Tam merely conveyiig to yur Bxeolleoyfor'youx intonation 
‘and that of His Majesty's Government facts regarding getidarmeris ns communicated to 
me, In the present instance my chiel informants, omitting Persians, a Mee 
Rimbaud, and, employés of the Indy-Hyropean Telegraph Departinent. Thay in’ mi 
posession signed stgtamente o€ Mersll and iba regarding thes events, T dm naw, 
forwarding copies of these statements to your. Exoullensy and to Goyerament of J 
aud if vou eousider it necessary to give Swedish officers ub opportunity of ansWertiig, 
them 1 suggest copies of them rather than of my. despatoh should be comaineata fo 
Swedes at Tebran or to. Swedish Govermnont, Colonel Meirill was offiially in 
command at Kazorun with squotion of Colonel Ugela and of Governor-General, aid tile 
statomont is therofore authoritative and must be talon ns baais of any charges brought 
against Swedish officers. He lias hitherto refrained from communicating sop) te Unga 

suse hie is most anxious toavoid nny unpleasintness betweon himselfind the Swedes, 
with whom he is at present on excellent termi He also would very much deprecate 
course which your Exosllenoy-now proposes, which can only have the effsct of raising 
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disagreeablé controversy and making ‘bad blood. But at the eame time if uch @ 
coutroversy arigos he is prepared to adhere to and to prove everything he has said and 
‘written, and both he and Rimbaud are preparéd to publish full and true acoomt of 
what occurred at Kazerunvin the public press, although neither have at present any 
desire to do.so. 

T may inform your Exéelleney also that before Uggla left for Kazeran on the 80th 
‘March he, on tiny advice, asked Merrill and Rimbaud tor a fall account of all that bad 
ooounred there, Merrill gave him full particulars and Rimbsud read to him his written 
statement, Uggla was inuch pest and said he hoped Rimband would not publish 
what he had written, He is therefore fully acquainted with the fhots as T Lave reported 
them to your Excellency, and as he is officer commanding Fars regiment of gendarmerie 
it soem to, me that he 3s the proper person to demand enquiry if he considera advisable, 
Merrill, Rimboud, snd Killander are all here, and such an enquiry could be held 
at any time, But in my opinion ho is very wise not to do s0, as such proceeding would 
amorely lend to bad loo and to washing of much dirty linen fo pubis. 

venture to think, therefore, that step which your Excellency proposes to take 
will not be well advised, Tt seems neither necessary nor fair to me that T should be 
made to figure ns accuser of Swedish officers, I am/alwaya prepared to accopt fullest 
respousibility for accuracy of any: reports which I may make to your Exeelleney and to 
quote my authorities and to furnish auch further details ax you may desire. Tam now 
posting to you copies of various reports upon which statements in my dospatch No, 10 
Use EEL MuAtL Vee thas youell oe Ntaketay etna edit aeons MAB 
these reach you, 

Tsou no objection if your Exeellency thinka fit to communication to General Officer 
Comminditig or others in informal anduner of substance of my criticisms regarding 
political and military, errors committed by Swedish officers as summarised in my 
lospatch under roferdnee. hese are merely my, private opitions and may be acvepted 
ap ah for jehub: they, aval worth, Narrative of everta'st Raserun, however, Sieh 
under quite a different eatogory and should, T think, be treated nocordingly. 






























Enolosure 6 in No, 154, 
Sir W. Toonley to Major O'Connor, 

No, 78,) 

(elesraphic.) - Tehran, April 30, 1914. 

YOUR tologram No. 165. 

Treget to have to stata that I feel obliged to abide by the opinion expressed in my 
telogram No. °74, Your despatch No. 10 was sent to London yesterday by an 
unexpected opportunity with w covering despatob, in which I recommended that it 
should. be communicated to the Swedish Government, as General Hjalinarson has already 
left Tehran for Stockholm, I will forward by post Merrill's and Rimbaud’s statements 
‘a8 900n as T reoeive them, and arrange with the Foreign Offes that, shoild it be desided 
to make th communication [ suggest to the Swedish Government, theso documents 
shall nocompany your despateh. 

Took tipon the Kazerun affkir as being an unfortunate odeurrence that sould only 
have boon avoided hind it beon decided from the very outset and announced to'the men 
that anyone found looting would be at once shot, The moment any suspicion of looting 
was tolerated it might have been foreseen that two junior lieutenants would be unable 
to copeswith the situation. 

ty ia not the Kazerun incident, but much other severe criticism of Swedish methods: 
in:your despatch, which I consider it only fair that the Swedish Government should know. 
Twill, in sing the later papers, tell Sir E. Grey that you deprecate the course T have 
‘suggested. 

Haas edloniaRA Gt yout atatomosul Hake Morrill and asad ara prepared tama. 
uublfeationd in the presi "The Inttor, niot being in the employment of the Persian 
Goverment can oF odurée do what be likes, bot such aétion od the fermer's part woold 
‘f course entail instant dismissal, I eee no reason why there should be any question 
of tho publio being brought into’ the matter. 
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Enclosure 7 in No, 154, 


eee Major O'Connoy ta Sir W. Torney. 
(Telegraphic) R. 
‘OUR telegram No. 78, 


Shiras, May 1, 1914, 
1s informing Sir E Gry that I depreste sommssication to Swedish Government 


of my déspatah No. 10, will your Excell-no 


ma A Y 
ae eee vale Reel ly inform him at the same time that 


irable are that I fear it oan do nd, ‘good 





and will inavitably havo tho affct of stirring up il-feeling betweon Swedes and myeell 

* 3 fy If 

and Mereill?) Aud will you please inform hum thi I wish to lay eniphage ce te fet 

ee in my tlepeum No, 163) that Golmel Uxalo, who is conmanding affoer of 
rou armerie officers concerned in Kagerum affiir, hi ‘dy rece 

Sal sat took place from Calonel Merril aad hat iameae tae eee 


to pursue further enquires into the motter 


al that it appears to mn that i a for him 
. report it to bis superiors or not, 
feos fit! He may, in fact, have alrsidy so roportal it foe all | know, As reguble, He 
other eriticinns of the Swedes, T should like Sir E. Grey to know that it appears. to. re 
that, if His Majesty's Government desire to communicate thess to the Swedish Govemne 
tuoat, T would moruy suggest summary of these. should be nude aud communicated in 
au infonmal and friendly manver, with object of assating the Swedes to avoid similar 
Ag regards th looting: which took place ati Kuzeruh, i ie not 
that eoniencsmaent of looting war due to any ion having ges about et rato Seats 
bo tolerated. “My conversations swith Uggla and others took place after the ee 
had begun of Kaserun on, the 26th Rebrunry, and after that dato vo communteation 
reached the garrison of gendarmerie barracks froin outaide until after looting had begin, 
Daoting in fet begun as T hd foreseen, ail as I know ftom experionea will inoitably 
oceur, When troops first enter tiwn after flight of the enomy. I hogatd this! as natnrel 
occurrence and not worth eritisam, My criticisms rogardiag the Swadish cflco ex 
made, not because there was Tooting or because they failed to ‘top ib, but beoatisn 
they apparently made no attempt to-do ma I think I have made this lode in iny 
lespat 
Rogurding possiblity of! publication: by Merrill of the true nosount 

place at Kazerun, T was nn aware that there were orders in, Bora Tinting aos 
to communicate with the press under penalty of instant dismissal; ut in auy ago; aa T 
have already stated, he has no intontion of publishing anything. "The only thing which 
‘night foree him to do vo would by publication by Swedes, or unde thelr uupiestion, of 
false nnd slandecons Mateoepta, regarding Him such ws Wnt which appa map ling 
Governor-General in “Impartial,” and to which T invited your Excellenoy’s attantion in, 
any telogrim No, 156, I venture to nuggest that, us your Hxcollenoy holds auch stro 
views on the subject of communications to: the press by the: gendarmerie offcgrs tr 
Persinn serviog,itwould soem oily fhir ti endeavour to diasuals Simsdish ofices ean 
oe of aloe Rete 

~ Aa reg ible. publication which, mighh be given: of flair, shoul thu: 6ow 
which your Tiellcnay. Proposes b+ adopted i “is gs a [a 9 tae 
T thipk, bo cleap that, if the Swedish, Govermmsnt on officers desire to pursue the matter 
farther or. to demand enquiry into charges. against, them, it will by neouasary, to produce, 
ge and witnesses, Aa many of these are Porsinns tho matter will inevitably become, 
publi h 
































Enelosuye.8 in No. 14, 


a Sir W. Townley to Major O'Connor. 
(Telegraphic.),  * Tehran, May 3, 191A, 
COLIES of your telegrams, Nos, 165 and, 148 -yill be, omertea ie Merce 
‘eft, one rsivd a Sr hey, who tho eat jg anc whats oF 
mitnication shoul made to the Swedi: it vk i 
of previous telegrams: have been sent to the Foreign Offa, SBMA Dane Hvis 
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(25476) 
Sir L, Mallet to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received June 8.) 


(No, 410.) 
si Gonstantinople, June 4, 1914. 

I HAVE. the honour to forward herewith a despatch from the acting British 
commissioner on the 'Turco-Persian Frontier Commission, transmitting tie procte 
verbaux of the Commission's sittings Nos, 28 to 93, and a despatch (printed sepa- 
Tataly) dofrbing the work ceonplotea! batten Mendel wd the AlcDagh. 

Thave, &. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Enclosure L in No. 155, 


Captain Wilson to Sir E. Mallet, 
(No, 27,) ‘ 
ir, Camp Kan-i-Bis, Aprit 24, 1914. 
IN continuation of Mr. Wratislaw'a despatch No. 25, duted the 15th April, I have 
the honour to transmit to your Excellonoy herewith copies of the procte-verbauc: of this 
Comnission’s sittings Nos, 28 to 93, 
Thave, do. 
ALT, WILSON, 


closure 2 in No, 155. 
Procte-verbal of Twenty-oighth Sitting of Turco-Persian Frontier Conntigsion, 


SEANCE tente A Mendéli le 12 avril, 1914, sous Ia présidence de M, le 
‘commjesnire russe, 

Btaiont présents tous les commissai 

Le procbi-vorkal do la dernitre dance & été Iu eb approuvé. 

Les fouilles Nos. 2 ot 3 de la Carte identique (copie russe) ont été signéa par 
MM. Jes commissnixes, 

Une longue discussion « eu lien Q propos de I répartition des eaux du Guenguir, 

M, le conmissaire ottoman fait savoir quo les eaux de Guenguir ne pouvant soulfir 
ati bescins dé Menddli, en cas ‘de sa répartition, constituera un état méontenable de 
hing entre lés habitants de Menddli et les gens qui yiendrone ciiltiver Sonmar. 
Pout prévenir des rixes eanglantes inévitables entre les habitants des deux parties il 
est une nécessité abeolie pour les deux Gouvernementa de trouver ‘un terrain 
dentonte qiti dtablira un état normal sur cette partie de In frontibre, "Trois solutions, 
ajoute-t-il, peuvent dtre orig jour cette entente: (1) achat par le Gouvernement 
‘oftuman ou la municipalité de Mendéti de ls yallée de Soumar, tout en la laissant au 
dela de In frontibre ; {0 Tah de Ia partie de l'eau revenant A la Perse de l'eau de 
Guenguirs eb (8) un él 
1a vallé de Soumar, 4 

M, le conimissaire porsan dilute quo, dapréa Ie Protocole de Constantinople, la 
Commission est obligée de solationner la question de In répartition de Peau de Guenguir, 
Cotte répartition une fois arrdtée, il so dit prot \ communiquer tes propositions de son 
eollgue ottoman i son Gouvernement, te 

Jo commissaira russe pense quo cstte répsttition nécessite une série d'études 

précises eb acientifiques, faute de quoi il serait impossible 2 la Commission de pouvoir 
trouver line soltition en rapport avec les besoins des denx obtés. 

Onn disouté ensuite une solution pécuniaire, mais sans arriver’h un résultat. 

Tes deux parties n/ayant pu se mottre d'accord sur Ia sommne 4 payer par les habi- 
tants de Mendéli aux gens do Soumnar et les données exactes pour fournir de base & une 
Tépartition proportionnelle faisant défnut, M. le commissaire russe, conjointement avec 


wge de territoires ayant pour but de laisser du obté ottoman 
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sen ealdgue britannique, propose de parlazor1és eave par moiti entre los deux partion 
_ la été alors oonsenu que Teau sera -partagée on deux moitids: Tune appar 
fiéndra & Menddli autre aux gens de Soumar, Pour la moitié qui leur eabeconnie led 
habitants de Mendéliine paieront rien aux gens deSoumar, Le kehrie (canal eouterrain) 
construit par les habitants de Mendéli sera formé. Tl sera considérd en prinoipe somme 
[ropristé des habitants de Menddl, ots les gons ce Sourar désiront on fire uaage ila 
levront 6 mettre d’sccord avec les habitants de Mend6li 
La prochaine xéanes a été fixée pour le Iendemain X10 heures du matin, 
Fait & Mendeli, fe 12 avril, 1914, 
Y. MINORSKY, 


A. 'T. WILSON) Captain. 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
A, SAMIH, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 150, 
Proets-verbul of Twenty-ninth Mecting of Turco-Persian Prontier Cormiesion. 


_ SEANCE teoue A Mendéli, le 19 avril, 1914, sous la présidonce de M. le commis 
saire ottoman, 
Etaient présenta tous les commisoaires, 
Le procis-verbal de la dernidre sGinee a été Iu ot approuyé ob oolut do Yavant- 
deride séance-signé, 

AL, Te coimmisasire russe annonos que le programme des travaux topographiqued, 
tel quil fut atrdts i la vingt-soptibme aéance, a dtd modifié eu co qui consornolasolligiers 
russea. es Capitaines Alief ot, Takbakaya suivront le coura de la rividre Guenguir 
pour faire une étude plas détaillée de sa vallée, Ceci servirait. dventuellement do basa 
4 partage des eaux dans Ie ois ott des dificultés nungitaient 8 09 propos, 

Les topographes britanniques poursuiyront les travaux vors lo nord, 

On dépide do vo rendre ce soir sur les licux pour déterminer Yemplacoment de Ia 
borne No, 41, 2 Vendroit of la frontidre traverse la rividre de Guenguir, 

Tis amigo exGcution do ln déssion prs pur Tn Commission relative au pastage dap 
eaux du Guenguit« dté enmite discutéo, Mle commitaaire riage Tale quonrquee qu 
Jes atipulations du Protocole de Constantinople chargent, 14 Commission seulement 
A’éluboror un arrangement pour Ia répurtition des eaux, La mive Xexéoution de. out 
rangement sentre done pas dans let aLtibutions das comriiniros 

Je gonminaire britanique trouvo dentement quo, Peréoution de tn dison 

Aevrait Otro Inisséord des experts looaux, qui, ayant des conuaissanoes spéoinley, xexniont 
‘mieux en état de Yacoomplir, 

M, Je commissaire russe demande wi, toutefbis le point ob le partago des eaux 
aoffecttiera pourrait étre fixé par ln Commission, 

___MM. les commissaires ottoman et perean sont eopendant de Popinion que Tes parties 
directement intéressées seraient plus i mime de choinir Vendroit, 

Lo disoussion ayant tourné url position de Naft Mukatasai, M, lo cominissaire 
ottoman fait savoir que les informations quill avait rugues Tui donnent & oroite que oot 
droit se trouve & ouest de a ligue de onttne abhi dans Is provoole 

ML le commnissaire britannique dit que le leyé que les, topographes britannique 
sont en train de réperer sem. prét, anu impr lo anir du 18 courant, of quo los 
topographes attendront la Commission A Naft.Deresst ; par consdquent, il propos. quo 
1s Comunission parts de Mendsti lo 16, “ 

‘MIM. les commissaires déclarent préts & partir & estte date, 

Fait & Mendéli, le 18 avril, 1914: 

A. SAME. 

A. 'T, WILSON, Captain, 
Y, MINORSKY. 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 155. 
Procia:verbal of Thirticth Meeting of Tureo-Persian Frontier Caminission. 


SEANCE tenue prisde Guenguir, sous 1A présidence de M, le commissaire-ndjoint 
Tyjtannique 

La direction que la ligne-frontidre devrait pronidre pour passer de la endte de Kelle- 
Chouyan'h colle de Kohnerig a fait objet d'une discussion, 

M, le commiasaire ottoman a déolaré que la ligue-frontidee dott passer directement 
dela oréte de Kelle-Chouvan a celle de Kobneri, en suivant une ligne qui descendrait 
dana la, vallée, 

ML ‘le commissaire persan a soutenu que cette ligne serait contraire au protocole, 
vant donné quelle doit partout suivre lee chatnes de Kelle-Choavan et de Kohnerig, ot 
que le passage d'une ordte A autre doit se faire en suivant les deux montagnes, 

M. le commisaaire russe fait remarquer quo le tracé proposé par M. Je commissaire 
‘ottoman priverait le Gouvernement, persan du pouvoir de construire des postes frontidves 
‘sun des points dominants In vallée de Soumer, vt que, por contre, ls teacé persan priverait 
Je Gouvernement: ottoman du méme. pouvoir par rapport A, Mendéli, I pense qu’il 
serait mivnx de fairy passer la frontidre en suivant un-ravin qui descend du wont 
Konneste a eat va dertalvalén de Selinae: 

MM, les’ commisiaives ottoman eb porsan nlayant pu vs mottre d’accord, il a été 
Agoids de recourir A Varbitrage do MM. lea commissaires de deux Gouvernement 
miédiaten 

Ex conséquonce, MAL los commissaires ottoman et persan ont promis do remetfre 
Teurs expoxds dans la matings du 16 avril, 1914. 

Fait prds do Guengui 

‘A:T, WILSON, Captain. 
ETELA-OL-MOLK. 

V. MINORSKY. 

AL SAMIEL 


Enclosure 5 in No. 155. 


Procda-vorbal of Thirty.-firat Meeting of ireo-Persian Frontier Commission. 


SIEANCE tenus  Mendéli, 16 16 avril, 1914, agus la préaidence de M. le commis 
salto adjoint britannique. 
M. lo comminaivo beitoonique » dt parts pour Bagdad A enuso dane indisosition 


apris avoir donné pleins pouvoirs & son adjoint, qui 
Protocole, 

On a commened par signer’ 16s exemplaines ottoman, porsan et dex archives. de. la 
fouillo No. 4 do la Carte idontique; les exemplaires britannique, ottoman at des archives de 
Ja feuille No; 6, Voviginal dp In earte-annexe No, 9; les exemplaires britannique, ottoman 
cet Voriginal de celle No, 4, 

1 tapped le ouw-comnitwon charge tupliquer sur le Hews Te trongon do In 
ligne-fiontidre arété par In Commission et situé entre la borne No, $3 et le défilé do 

ni-Solvikh pros do Mendéli a été li ot upprouvé, Tl ge trouve annexé au présent 
prochscverball, 

Enouite M. le commissairy ruseo a donné lecture au nom des commissaires des 
dvax Gotivernements médiateirs ds la déision arbitral rendye par eux conceraant le 
passage dla ontire do: Koshnerg 2, Kelle-Chonvan (texts i-annex4) 

hangs alors In som-cominision eomposée de dlégnés de chaquo.commis- 
sion de ses rendr immédintement sur les lieux de d'appliquer Is décision arbitrale 
ayee les instructions ugcestaires, Le procts-verbal de Vavant -dernidre eéance a 
66 Tae 

Les compissains brifannique ot russe ont émis opinion que le principe de la réparti- 
dain ou de Gaaguie ayenuars aan asin Oainaco ilaeat ea ea 
toils les difffrents surgissant au cours de l'spplication de ladite décision soient. réglés 
ste Tea deux Gonvernnonts intéensa pat vole diplomatique. Ty pensent. que Is 
rigloment de ses différents’ par les autorité loralés nie pourrait mener & bonne fin, et ils 
croient trbs désirablo que lour tiche médiatrice uu scin de la Commission de Delimitation 
fit: prolongée par Jo concours que les consuls géndraux des deux Puissances i Bogdad 


fo remplacera conformément uu 
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Rosemont etter dave Jo cus de divergence d'pinions quant  Yépplintion dn 
Peglement dlaboré par la Commission pour les eaux de Guenguir, 
Ges ah is Commisnires so sont rangés tous 8 et ave Jee cei Bpa een 
appronvé, 
Commission. ayant terminé ses travaux du e6té de Mendéli, on déeide de purtir 
dexiain pour AbI-Neft. 
Pait & Mendsli, le 16 avsil, 1914, 
A. WILSON, Captain. 
ETELA-OL-MOLK, 
Y, MINORSKY. 
‘A, SAMIA, 


Enclosure'6 in No, 155. 


Exposé communiqué par M. le Commissaire ottoman d MM. lea Commizeaires 
britannique et russe, 


LES nttributions dy la Commission se trouvant détermingas dens 1o Protocole de 
Constantinople evla partie de Ia frontitre prés de Menddli s'y étant table il n'est pas 
Gees do citer dee preuven et documenta pout prouver Ie paeagedo ls fontibre ps 
du d6iil6é de Kume-Seal 

A Tartile du protoale i eit dit ques » «<a fonts ao prolonge onayite To 
Tong des monts Varbuland, Kohinerig, Kello-Chouvan et Djébeli-Guéedhi, prolongation du 
Djéboli-Harnrine," 

Or, auoune précieion no se trouve éuonede comme. quoi 16 Aéfilé da Kume-Sonk Ou la 
vallée de Sonmbar appartiondront & la Turquie ow A Ta Perse, 11 ost dit sauloxnont, que 
1s frontitre suit les chitnes de Kohnerig et do Kelle-Chouvan, 

Test d'autro part un principe admis depuis’ Bayasid’qne li frontibre auit tes exdtes 
des montagnes. 

Comms 'en ne rendre compte de examen de In darko annexée au préaent expond, ln 
ligno dea crdtos de Kobnerig warréte A Peudroit marqué par ln lettre (A) éb celle de 

Me-Chouvan par (B). Eutre ces doux pointa In frontibre passora ow on ligne droite, 
ou en suivant Ia ligne descendant des ordées vorn Ii rividre ot manqude aur In arto par 
(©) ot (D), Ta meilloure frontiire naturelle ext: marquéo sur In mdm easte par tino 
ligne rouge. 

La frontibre proposée par M. Je commidsairo perann est contraire au principe do ta 
liguejdes erdtes ot X cxf do lw conBiguration Ou Verain. ar laligao da den arden 
suit le versant de la chitne et len pontes formant Joa deux rivea do Is tivibre Guenguir, 
Faire suiviv 3 la ligno des erdtes lin deux obtéi de la riyitro ut In desoondte jusqu@a li 
plaing n'est basé aur aucune rdgle ni prineipe. 

‘La coups longitiidinale dea denx vives do la rividve, eat. également marquée sur la 
carte. 

Par suite de I'érosion, In rive droite n'a pu se maintenir en étab perpendiculairo par 
rapport 3 Ia rivitre et un petit ravin s'est foriné. Co rayin n'a nilloment:dévié la ligne 
des orites et nia pis modifié les versuts, La rividre a rongé'lea rives ob a forms tine 
bande étroite de terre, La formation do cstte bande ne pout constituer uno raison 
logique pour la fuive ittribuer & la Perse, 

Comme il sera établi par Yexamen do Ia carte annexée et dé Tn configuration du 
terrain, la frontidre suit tris taturellement In ligne maxyuse; Cette ligne eat In 
prolongation dé celle venant des crétes de Humrino, comme il est dit dans to protooole, 

Ta fait que fa ligne des erdtes domine la vallée de Soumar ne pout eonstituer un 
argument pour son attribution \ la Perse, Car dans une grande partie de Ia frontidre, 
non seulement Tes erdtes, mais toutes les montagnes et avec cellea:IA tous les pointe 
ominsnts sont restés du edté persan et nos plaines 46 tronvent sous Ta menaos ds’ cea 

its. 

Test dono une nécoasité topographique de faire suivre & Jo frontidre la ligue’ des 
erdtes marque en rotige sur la carte. 

Je suis certain que MM. les commissaires mnédinteure davs leura appréciations 
Gdlainges et impartinles conviendront que li ligne-frontidre ne peut suivré que celle 
tabi dans est exposé, 

Le Cominissaire Impérial ottomit, 
AZIZ SAMIH, 

Mendéli, lo 15 avril, 1914. 


[16xs) oM 
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Enclosure 7 in No. 155. 


Bxeposé communiqué par M. le Commissaire porsan & MM, les Commissaires 
britannique et russe. Ss 


LACCEPTATION du tracé que le commissaire ottoman réclamé et d’aprés lequel 
Ja ligne-frontiére arrivée au sommet des monts Kelle-Chouvan devrait passer directe~ 
ment sur la eréte de Gebel Kohnerig en coupant ainsi I'entrée de la vallée de Soumar 
est contraire i esprit et & la lettre du Protocole final de Constantinople’ainsi que des 
correspondances échangées entre les ambassades des deux Puissances médiatrices et 1 
Sublime Porte, ~ 

En effet, d'une part le Protocole de Constantinoplé porte formellement que 1a, lige 
frontiire “se prolonge le long des monts Varbulend, Kobnerig, Kelle-Chouvan et Gebel- 
Guérébi.” Dvautre part, la notice annexée 2 Ia lettre que l'Ambassade Impériale de 
‘Russie a adressée & Ja Sublime Porte en date dn 40 avril (3 mai), 1913, contient les: 
passages suivants; (a) “la délimitation dans les régions situées entre la riyitre d’Elvend 
4t Menddéli devant se faire sur la base du statu quo (article 3 du traité de 1848) on 
longera » “(b) “la froutitre suivra par les erdtes des chaines de Varbulend, 
Kolnerig, Kellé-Chouvan,” ete., qui sont les. prolongations de Djebeli-Hamrine laissant 
ainsi X Yonest les plaines du Mésopotamie et 2 lest les plturages montagneux de la tribu 
persane et Chiite de Kelhours qui habite toute cette localité entre Abi-Neft, In vallée 
parcourue par la rividre deGnenguir, Enfin, dans Ja note adressée par la Sublime Porte 
ATAmbassade Impériale de Russie en date div 9 juillet, 1918, iLest dit que le atatw quo 
actuel doit étre pris pour base de délimitution d partir d'Elyend jusqu's Mendéli, 

En examinant les passages ci-haut cités de diitsrents documents on relove': 


1. Que la ligne-frontitre doit partout suiyre le long des monts Kohuerig et Kelle- 
Chouvan, et non pas, comme Ie prétend mon colldgue ottoman, sauten dela ordte de 
celui-ci au sommet de celui-li en laissant ainsi du cdté ottoman une partie de la yallée 
de Soumar et par conséquent les. deux versants des monts qui doivent servir de 
frontitre. 

Te conviens que la ligne frontidre doit passer par les deux crdtes, mais le passage de 
Tune i autre doit se faire selon Jes documents précités en suivant le long des deux 
montagnes, et non pas en coupant la vallée de Soumar. 

2, Que lu ligne-frontidre doit suivre le long des monts Kohnerig et Kelle-Chouvan 
de manire & laisser X Pouest les plaines de Mésopotamie et i lest la vallée parcourue 
par la rividre de Guenguir. 

Qs, Yadoption du tracé proposé par le commissnire ottoman. va, directement & 
Vencontre de ce principe posé et accepts par les documents diplomatiques, car elle laisse 
led on ouclenentilen plaines de Mésopotamie mais encore une partis do In yallée 
pateourue par le Guenguir, 

8. Que dans cette partie de Ja frontitre Ia délimitation doit se faire sur la base 
dit statw quo de 1848 selon l'Ambassade Impériale de Russis 1 Constantinople, eb du 
statu quo actuel’selon la Sublime Porte. 


Or, d'aprds le statu quo de 1848 et de celui d’aujourd'hui, la frontitre entre Mendéli 
et Soumar passe par le Koume-Senk, Je laisse la précision de ce point aux soins de 
mes honorables collégues, qui pourront entendre les notables des deux parties uprds leur 
avoir fit préter serment, 

Outre que toutes oes raisons de principe tires de différents documents diplomatiques 
militent en faveur de mon tracé, In configuration naturelle et géographique des heux 
dictent également son adoption, étant donné qu'il serait vraiment. inadmissible. de 
Secarter, ne filtsce que dans un trajet de quelques kilomatres de la ligne-frontidre 
naturelle conforme au principe devant servir de base 4 Ja délimitation pour prendre une 
ligne qui est en méme temps contraire et a Ia confignration naturelle des lieux et auxdite 
principes. 

Tes considérations dordre stratégique en faveur de la Turquie eb Vesprit de 
concession si aimablement suggéré par mes honorables collegues aux parties intéressées 
ne pourront guére me conduire A renoncer aux droits incontestables dé mon Gouverne- 
ment—droits que reconnattra également Vesprit de justice et d’équité de MM. les 


commissaires arbitres, 
ETELA-OL-MOLK, 
Mendeéli, le 15 avril, 1914, 





. Annexe 2 /a decision 


Arbitrele du Ye Avril 1914. 


Vallee 


Sowmar 
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Enclosure 8 in No, 155. 


Décivion dos Commissaires dea Puissances médiatrices concernant le passage dé Ia 
Ligne-Frontibre de la Créte de Kohnerig a celle de Kelle-Chouvan. 


TA question du passage de Ia ligne-frontitre de la créte de Kobnerig i celle de 
Kelle-Chouvan ayant été soumise 2 notre arbitrage par nos collégues de Perse et de 
‘Turquie, qui nows ont présenté leurs exposés datés Mendéli le 15 avril, nous avons 
attentivement étudié les arguments des deux parties et nous sommes tombés d'accord 
sur ce qui suit : 


1, Te proto final ne eontient pos d'ndications détillées au sujet de ln question 
récitde, 

: 2, Des prenves authentiques et suffisantes sur le statu quo de 1848 ne nous ont 
pas été présentées dans les éxposds. 

8. An point de vue géographique, on sonstate sur Ia vive droite de Guengui I 
présence des deux prolongations de Kohnerig, une plus au nord (ligne A B du croquis 
annexé), et l'autre plus au sud, aboutissant 4 un petit amas de pierres dit Koume-seng 
(ligne G F du croquis), Ces lignes sont respectivemont combinées avec les lignes 
C© Det D E des prolongations de Kelle-Chouvan sur la rive gauche du Guenguir, 

Ta ligne A, 5 ©, D que réclame le commissaire ottoman est plus courte que celle 
des prolongations méridionales des deux montagues (ligne G, F, B,D). Par contre, la 
proposition turque conpera plains dun endroit plus large que la coupe de li ligne 
méridionale, Tin outre, elle laisse compldtement du cdté ture la petite vallée sur le 
Guenguir qui peut dtre considérée comme Ja continuation plutdt de la grande vallée do 
Soumar restant & la Perse que de la plaine de Mendéli, dont elle est aéparée par le défilé 
entre les points FE. 

4. Au point do vue militaire, Yaceeptation do In Tigae propose. par lo eommissniro 
ottomnn Tnisserait en Turquie les prolongations méridionales de la rive droite de 
Guenguir qui commandent les accds 2 la pliine de Soumar, tandis que Ja ligne étroite 
des prolongations septentrionales de Koltierig qui formerait la frontidre et serait, par 
conséquént partagée entre les deux Etats ne pourrait pas, le cas échéant, servir & Ia 
Perso pour la protection de Soumar. Des désavantages semblables résulteraient pour 
la Tarquie dang le eas d'acceptation do la ligne méridionale, ear alors les. prolongations 
de Kohnerig pourraient Atre fortifiges par la Perse, sans que In Turquie puisse s'établir 
sur la crdte servant dé frontibre. 





Yulee qui préebdo, now croyons nésesaire de: portage en deus 1 petite plane 
entre Kohnerig ot Kelle-Chouvan, sur le gort de laquelle nous ne trouvons pas de 
prowves. doeumentairs, ainsi que de répartir es erbubeHons Waauly ieveuticcatas 
uonguit de fagon 2 permettre:d Ia Perse et 4 la ‘Turquie de protéger suffisamment leurs 
possossions respectives sur la frontidre, clest--dire Ja grande vallée de Soumar et la 
Platts do Mondli 
Ainsi nous décidons que la. ligne-frontidre arrivée & Ja ordte de Kelle-Chouyan 
marquée D sur le croquis annexé ira en ligne directe sur la petite colline M sur la rive 
droite du Guenguir, puis montant en ligne directe sur le rocher G elle passera, de la 
également en ligno directo sur la plus haute eréte orientale de Kohnorig, reconnaissuble 
par tin petit tas de pierres sur son sommet (point H sur le croquis). 
A. T, WILSON. | 
Y. MINORSKY. 





Mendéli, le 3 (16) avril, 1914. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 155. ri 
Instructions vemises 4 la Sous-Commission par MM. les Commissaires. 


LA Commission a chargé MM, le Capitaine Wilson, Salir Muzafiar (ou, en cas do 
| son absence, Mansour-ea-Saltaneh), Belaief et le Capitaine Abdul Hamid Bey, 
| @appliquer sur les lieux la décision de la Commission prise Ala séance du 6 avril par 
rapport au trongon de la frontitre % partir de la borne No, $8 jusqu'au défilé de Kan-i- 
Sheikh, pres de Mendéli. 
Ta sous-commission devra ériger des bornes au nombre nécessaire : ‘ 


1, Au défilé de Kan-i-Peleng ; 
2 Au défilé de Mir-Tkhtiar; | 
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3, A Vembouchure du roissoau de Gourre Cogs 

4, Sur le Tpé Kalanan aux endroits poavant servir de points de repére 
gSographiques et devant étro détorminés par la sous-commission elle-méme ; ot 

5. Ao défilé de Kan-iSheikb. 


En cas de divergence d’opinion au_ sein de la sous-commission dans Jes limites de 
Iw tiche leur confige, MM. le Capitaine Wilson et Belaicf rempliront les fonctions 
arbitres sur In base des stipulations du paragraphe 4 du Protocole final de Ja. 
‘Commission, 
Vv. M. 
AC. W. 
AZ. S, 
E, M. 


Enclosure 10 in No. 155. 
Rapport. 


CONFORMEMEND aux instroctio -annexées, données par MM. les 
commissaires, les soussignds se sont réunis Je § avril, 4 9 heures du matin, pour 
voir compléter Ja borne No, 31, dont la position, sur Ia rive gauche de In rividre de 
‘Bedrai, a été détermings.  On'a érigé sur ce point une borne de 1 mbtre de hauteur sur 
2 motres carrés en pierre cimentée aveo du gypse. 

To 9 avril on a dd reater \ Zorbathia par suite des pluies qui avaient tombé la nuit 
précddente, ot de l'arrivée en retard du ciment de Kut-el-Amara, 

Tw 10 avrilon « marché jusqu’ Khachmieh, une heure et demie au sud-ouest du 
Aéfilé de Bagh Seid Hassan, ov Sour-o-Chirin, connu sur la Carte identique comme 
Kan-Peleng, 

i La position de vavin a été fixdo pendant Ia journée par le topographe indien, 
famid Gul. 

‘Le 11 avril ona mis une borne (No, #4) dans le déflé susdit, vain quoi on &' 
rondu a Tépé Toursak, oxaminant en-route Vembouchure de la rivitre de Toursak (Ney 
Khyde), marqué sur Ia Carte identique comme Mar Aquediar, 

‘Le 12 avril on a placé une borne sur la rive droite de ladite rividre, 1 une distance 
do. 0,800 piods de Trips Tourwake aur un azimut de 66 degrds cat,, vw dudit 'Pépé, 
Tnissant par conséquent on territoiro ottoman les embranchements des deux canaux qui 
sortont do la vividro : Tun’ de la rive gauche 2 700 pieds environ, et autre de Ia rive 
droite (Nahr Salaineh) a 5,000 pieds conptant en aval de ladite borne No, 24. 

‘On a constats que In Carte identique est. assez inexacte en'ce qui concerne cot 
endroit, ot les soussignés youdraient suggérer que In carte dresséo sous leur 
surveillance goit annexde, 

‘Le 18 avril on s'est rendu Umariyat, Une borne a été érigée d’abord 4 200 pieds 
environ on amont du canal (Nahr Huzam) qui part de la rive droite de la rivitre ‘Tallh 
‘Ab sur un endivit fixé par Polticier topographe ottoman, Mehmed Effendi, Apres avoir 
‘construit cotte borne, on a examind avee soin le cours de la rividre indiquée sur la Carte 
dentique comme “Gourre Ceg,” On a constaté que la jonetion de ce ruisseau avec le 
Talkh Ab est beaucoup plus au sud que la Carte identique ne le montre, Salar 
Muzaffixy du odté de la Perse, a demands qu'une borne soit posée, selon Ia décision de 
Ja Commission, & la jonction méme. Abdul Hamid Bey, du cbté de la Purqui demandé 
quinne borne soit, iniso sur le Talkdh Ab A un endroit qui correspondrait & celui indiqué 
fur la Carte identiqne comine Ja jonetion, c'est-A-dire a 1 mille & peu pris au sud de la 
Horie No, 973 ila aussi fait romarquer que la eréte de Meymik ne s'approche pas duu 
tiisteau Gourre Ceg comme i est indiqué: sur la carte. 

‘Les représentants de Ja Perso et do In Turquie n’ayant pas trouvé un moyen de se 
mettre @accord sur cette question, on l'a référée, conformément aux instructions des 
Gommissaires, aux commiseaires-adjoints’ britanniquo et russe, qui ont decidé que In 
borne No, 86 doit dtre placée A 70 pieds A peu prds en amont du premier canal qui sort 
de la rive gauche du ‘Tallch Ab, en amont de Ia jonction de ladite riviére avec le ruisseau 
Gourre Ceg: 

En conséquence, on a sigs J une borne No. 86, aprés quoi on. sest_ rendu sur un 
point éminent de la colline Kalalan, et on ‘a érigé la bors No. 38. Un amoncelle- 
Inent de pierres, évigée par Vollicier topographe ottoman, Mehmed Effendi, a été reconnu 
comme borne, Cette borne porte le No, 89, 
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Le 14 avril on est pe pour Mendéli, construisant en route la borne No, 40 dans 


Je défilé de Kan-i-Sheikt 
A, T. WILSON, Captain. 
SALAR MUZAFFAR. 
BELAIEF, 
ABDUL HAMID, 


Tnolosure 11 in No. 155, 
Procts-verbal of Thirty-second Meeting of Turco-Porsian Frontier Commission, 


SEANCE tenne an bord de la rivitre Abi-Neft, le 18 avril, 1914, eous la présidence 
do M, le commissaire persin. 

Etaient présents tous les commissaires, 

Les exemplaires persans de la Carte identique, feuilles 4 et 5, out été signds, ainsi 
que les Procts-verbaux Nos. 28 et 29, 

Le procts-verbal do Ia dernitre séance a été lu et approuvé, De wéme le rapport 
(texto ciannexé) de ln sons-commission chargé @appliquier la désision avbitrale de In 
trente-unitme séanics a été approuvé, 

‘On a décidé de faire Griger deux bornes : lune A Yendroit od In route Menddli~ 
Kasti-Chirine traverse la rivitre Abi-Neft (Neft-Deresai du protocols), et Yautro sur Ie 
col dn partes des eaux entra Moulati ct VADiNef, & Nentroi ob la roulamselte 
ls coupe, 

ML le commibsaire perean, demands quion recounaiges nux Sindjabis le droit do 
profiter, comme par le passé, de lours piturages restes du cdté ottoman, Co droit, ditil, 
44 dté recounu pour les tribus turques yenant & Dulamper, 

20M le commissaire ottoman fait observer que, ont de Ja xéaaction Au Protocate fiw, 
il avait proposs une formule générale disant que les’ deus reconnattront aux 


tribus le droit de profiter de leurs piturages restes de Vautre edté de la frontibre, 
Cette proposition mavsit pes 46, dit agrite, Sh, jouteti, om tenth oe ave les 
is profitent de leurs plturages vestes du oOté ottomin, il ne pourra. xépondre 


Sindja 
qvapris s'étre informé auypria des iutorités de Kanikine sls ont ce droit. 

_ Mle commissairo persin ajonte que le droit de piturige des Sindjabis ne peut dire 
mis en doute, et que le fit de la délimitation de dontione entre deux Btats ne peut 
porter atteinte aux droits privés, 
: TCHR eed Heads POE cla yeee cae lieux pour déterminer 
le point ott la route Mendéli-Kasri-Chirine coupe l'Abi-Neft, faire ériger 
Ie poitt ot pe et y faire ériger la 

Cette borne a été construite sur la rive gauche de la susdite rividre, 

On a ctinrgé Ia sousscommission, compose de délégnds do chaque Commission, de 
se rendre demain matin au col du partage des eaux entre Moukati et TAbI-Neft, eb 
faire ériger Ia borne No. 45. Des instructions dorites leur ont été données & oo 
propos. 

‘La Commission ayant termind ses travaux 4 cot endroit, il a été Aécidé de parcourir 
Jn partie de In frontitre de Abi-Neft A Kani-Bez, 


Fait au bord de l'Abi-Neft, le 18 avril, 1914, 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
V. MINORSKY. 
A. T. WILSON, Captain. 
AZ. SAMIE. 


Apris les mots ‘sills ont co droit” inaérez ev qui suit: 


___*M. Je commissaire rasse convient que lors de la discussion du protocol on avait 
jugé préférable de ne pas généraliser explicitement oe qui a été reconnu pour Dalampar 
‘On avait ponsé, ajoute-til, que o'était, une chose sous-entendiue,” 

EM 
v. M. 
AB. 
‘A. TW, 


oN 
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Raclosure 12 in No. 155. 
Tnatruétions Hemizes @ la Sous-Commission envoyée au Défilé de Soumar. 


LA Commission a chargé MM, le Colonel Ryder, Abdurrzak Khan, le Capita 
Shkakaya ot le Licutenint B, Kadri Effendi @appliqueraur les ioux Ia décision oP itrale 
Gu 8 (16) ave, 1914, en érigeant des bornes aux endroits Met G, marqués sur la 
carte annexée, 2 ladite ddcision, 

laut bigh entenda qu’en gas de divergence dopinton quant. Vapplication do ladite 
Aésision, Vinterprétation en reviendra, aux représentants britannique et russe. 

Fait & Mendsli, le 3 (16) avril, 1914. 

ALT, WILSON, Captain. 

ETELA-OL-MULK. 
MINORSKY. 

AZ. SAMIE. 


eee 
Enclosure 13 in No, 155. 
Rapport de la Sous-Commission. 


CONPORMUEMENT aux instinictions ci-amiexées do la Commission en date du 
3 (16) avail, 1914, les offisiers suivants: 
Pour la Grande-Brotagne: Tia Colonel Ryders 
Perse: Abdurrazak Khan; 
Russio: Le Capitaine Skhaknyas 
Turquie; Le Lieutenant Kadri Hffendi, 


sont parti dang Toproemidi dw 3 (16) avell, 1914, pour ériger Tes Dornes nécessaires 
tix endvoits indiqués par la Commission, aes 
Sa eed yar Griger une born (point N de la désision arbitral) No. 42 aur 
ane pate colling entre deux, naving qui se, trouyent- entre Tes deux enttes ‘qui tombent 
fo Biebel-Kohnerig: vera la rividre Guenguir. ; 
Poe ae ig proposition do Mire Abdurrazak Khan, on a érigé une borne eu Ia 
route de Menddli-Soumar. ; 
[Le tomps fiisant défnut, on a ts obligé d'xjournor ls suite des travaux aulendemain 
11 hourea dix matin. 2 ‘ 
Co joueld le Capitaine Wilson a remplacé Ye Golonel Ryder, et Mouhsin Khan a 
remnplacd-Abdurrazale Khin, Sys olen a pe 
Thee atte valine Gide Ia dé:sion arbitral a 66 jugée asger distinctive: pour 
conslitutee elembine une bonne ot ello a été xeeonnute comune elle No, 49, 
‘Ona eonstrait une autre borne No, 44 sur le point Ht de, Ia décision arbitrale qui 
correspond au. point Te plus élové de la erote de Djebeli-Kohnerig. 
Spo doars parle Liguteuant Kadi Eiloudi que-lee bones Nos. 41, 49, 0b 44 
goront compl6téos d'une fagon solide par los autorités de Mendéh 
C. H, D, RYDER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 
ABDARRAZAK, 
SKHAKAYA. 
KE. KADRI. 


‘Enclosure 14 ih No. 155. 


Procts-vorbal of Thirty-third Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontior Commission. 


SIANOE tenued Namaw, le 20 avril, 1914, sous Ta présidence de M. le commissaire 
russe, 
‘Btaiont préseuts tons les’commissairess 
Jes Prochs-verbaux Nos. 30 et 31 ont été signés. 
La carte-annexe No, 3 exemplaires, 
are are Rfesairen ont signé en outre les cortesannexes No, 9 exemplaire 
persan; No. 4 ottoman ‘et persan; No, 5 original, britannique, ottoman et persan. 
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M, le commissais invil st 
Lees sire sep invite eon colldgues 2 ae prononcer eur le troigon do ts 
__ Mle commissaire ottoman fait remurquer qu'une: source de pétrol 

stages Br de ys pooh ie TAbi-Neft, il faut fe Ta frontiére eatcemeresmie q 
tae dutanice| Aver cots petite rectification, il accepte W'Abi-Neft comme 

[le commissaire persan ayant déclaré quil accept jdre VADLN 
wnt miss 2 q pte comme frontitre !AbINeR, 
ae ee éxaminont Ia carte dressée par les soins du corps techniqué 
Aprés discussion on convient que la frontitre doit suivre le traod suivant: 


Ta ligne-frontitre, & partir de la borne No. 46 suivra e ‘ivi i 
ae rontitre, 46 suivra en amont | Abie 
egy’ pant of uh anise coca vent dh, nod Beale eae 
cette jonction se trouve A une distance @'\pen pres 1 mill d-ouest 
de Goumbedi-Tehami-Hammam. Un puits di TET euaa Mer scee 
e Ge am. yhte se trouvant A une dist 
Ven iar 2D an SCRE A. HY gploloria VATUNGTE caf puree de 
2 Nett, dos graudes sources di 
Tapa qullma event ain riveicset et enuanTEST nee cert “qui 
RES anions, Oe menc ier ui aay mele smennes ne Ean 
tans dicot ds sali pits ee ee 
our cotte partic de Ia. frontite il n été jugé inutile de faire 6x 
ik Contain tbat 6 erpactie pa as ae See et ene 
Fait A Namaw, le 20 avril, 1914. 
AL, WILSON, Captain, 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
V, MINORSKY 
AZ, SAMIE. 


Enclosure 15 in No, 159. 


Instructions. 
LA soue-commission, composée de: 

Pour la Grande-Brotagne: Le Colonel Ryder; 
Perso: Mansonr-os-Siltanal 
Russie: Le Capitaine Alief; 

3) Torquio: Le Lieutenant Radrt Effendi ; 


cat charade &ériger une borne aur le ol dn portage a i ot PADI 
(Vartulend du pstodble) tvendisib ot la Route erent mate 


hi i 
sonal oo que route on question ent lle wu Igual a borve Na. 45a is 


Y. MINORSKY. 
ETBLA-OL-MOLK. 
A_'t, WILSON, Captain. 
AZ, SAMIH. 


Enclosure 16 in No. 155. 


Rayport. 


LA sous-commiasion s'est rendue & 7 heures du’ matin’ Vendroit, of con- 


ie a : yori is 
toaeeeaie instructions éorites ci-annexées de In Commission, elle devait ériger la 


Celle-ci constrnite en pierre liée ayeedu cient al mbtre de cbt 
sme neti oom ¢ 6 Ldn Inse ot 
metre bi centimdtres de hauteur. Sa distance de la borne No. 16 est do 23 el 
Fait & Abi-Neft, le 19 avril, 1914. 
RYDER. 
MANSOUR-ES-SALTANEH. 
‘B, KADRL, 


ss 
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[25918] No. 156. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 212.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1914. 

T TRANSMIT to your Hxcellency herewith a copy of a misiute by Sir BE. Crowe 
recording a long and interesting conversation with the Russian Chargé d’Affaires 
relative to the present situation in Persia, 

‘As I informed your Excellency in my telegram No. 242 of the 4th instant, T 
entirely approve the langnage held by Sir F, Crowo on that occasion, and have endorsed 
it in conversation with M, de Etter. 

Tam, &o. 
E, GREY. 


Enclosure in No. 156. 
Russians in Persia, 


M, DE. EVTER again apoke to me to-day about the irrigation concession on the 
‘Karun which Russia is anxious to obtain for some of her subjects, He recalled that 
wo had admitted no British rights would be infringed, and that the Russian Govern- 
ment had acoordingly asked for the support of our legatiou, Nevertheless the Persia 
Government was not giving the concession. 

T said that according to. what we learnt from ‘Tehran, nothing, short of actual 

overnment to grant this concession to Russinns, 

and as a friend, I asked M. de Etter to try 

and pla "The northera part of Persia, notably 
Nzorbal ian ofiicials. ‘The governor 
Government in any matter, 

‘No Persian officials were 

nto the 

dof 


people alike. 

Tn this way Rersia, whose integrity and independence the Russian Government 
had solemnly pledged themselves to uphold, hnd been shorn of her most important 
provinces, ‘Chis Russian activity was now systematically pushing further south. It 
had become ominously prominent at Ispalian, where the Russian officials, consuls, bank, 
Cossacks, &e., were repeating the saino process with redoubled energy. I asked 
M, do Etter to say himself whether if he were the Persian Government he would give 
furthor extensive “concessions” to Russians in that region? 

M.de Etter mado uo attempt whatever to deny or even palliato, least of all to 
defend, these Russian proceedings. I thon continued, still asking him to treat what 
T said as private and coming from myself personally, that there was another even 
more important sido ta this question : that was the position of the British Government 
8 a joint guarantor of Persia's integrity and independence. T asked him to opew his 
jes and ears and jndgo for himself the etrength and inlensty of the feeling that 
was being aroused in this country at-the utterly false position in which His Majesty's 
Government were being placed by the manner in which the Anglo-Russian agreement 
twas in practice applied in Persia. 

T expressed! my deep conviction that unless the situation was remedied, and that 
soon, the wholo policy of Anglo-Russian friendship, on which His Majesty's Govern- 
ment had built, and which was the corner-stone of their foreign relations, would come 
to n disastrous end, I assured him that we in this office ere getting thoroughly 
alarmed at the situation aud felt that something radical must be done. ‘The Russian 
Govériment had made all goverament of Persia impossible, and had undermined that 


233 a 


State so effectively that it now began to look doubtful whether it could ever be expected 
to recover. We could not_go on pretending to be blind ; however much we disliked 
complaining of the proceedings of Russian officials, the utter disregard of the whole 
principle on which the Anglo-Russian azrecmont respecting Persia rested, made it 
impossible for us to accept in silence the presont sitnation and the certainty of its 
continuing to be changed in the same direction, to the utter discomfiture of every 
vestige of Persian anthrity inthe county. 

{de Etter listened with attention and sympathy, and finally said he was wall 
awure of the situation, he was sadly familiar with the disastrous effect produced on 
public opinjon in this country; he felt himself the absolute necessity, of remedying 
thio sate of things, in the imtbrest of our to ecuntris; and he. would not ooh 
himself welcome, but would do. all he personally could to bring about, a franl 
discussion of the difficulties which Porsia was raising up between us, in order if 
possible to find a gurer basis for that friendship and general political understanding 
which he knew his Government regarded as a vital Russian interest in the present 
time, 

_ M.do Etter said ho did uot propose to write home anything now of what T liad 
said, but he was going to St. Petersburgh very shortly and he would there do his best 
to bring the situation home to thoso responsible for Russian policy and prepare the 
ground to the best of his ability for the proper consideration of a fresh departure and 
‘a more practical line of ‘polic 


June 3, 1914, 





[25927] No, 157. 


Sin G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Reeoived June 9.) 
(No. 130.) 
(Telegraphic.) 

YOUR tatogram No, 24¥ of 4th Jone. 

On imy calling on Minister for Foreign Affairs, who retired to-day, his 

rected mo by’a violent attack on telegrams recenily published in the “Times” about 

Persia. He said nothing about your conversation with Russian Chargé d'Affaites, but 
spoke of the influence which ‘the Porsian committee exercise over His Majesty's 
Government and of German intrigues. 

Ttold him that Russian consuls had of late bean going rathor too far and too fast. 
You wore, [sid greatly preoeouplad as you could not defend in Berliament cllction 
of taxes by Rusaiun officials, who retideted no account for thorn to Persian Government, 
nd who, moreover, settled, without the consent of tho latter, financial claims of persons 
hostile to the Government. I also rofrred to action of Rugsian, consti at Tspahan, in 
accordance with instructions contained in your despatch No, 199 of 3rd June, aud 
remarked that situation similar to that Which had been croated in Azerbaijan was 
edully being extended to Jepaban and ho uoutral zone, 

His Excellency disputed! correctness of Jatter contention, and defended action of 


St, Petersburgh, June 9, 1914. 


Russian consuls in collecting taxes on the ground that, this. course had been suggested 
by Mornard, Ho lind hd he sid, gute enough of these continu complaints 


about Russian consuls, and he would instruct them to refrain altogether from 
facilitating collection of revenue, and the Persian Government would not then 
receive a penny from these taxes. He was, he said, far more upset thin you 
were about the situation, for ho felt that there was something behind all these 
attacks on Russia, He had made great sacrifices 10 our friendship, but lie could 
not goon doing so indefinitely, He was even sacrificing Shuja, thoughiit would be 
impossible to find anybody to replace him, 1 remarked that Shuja might be useful’ to 
Russia, bit that as he only obeyed the orders of the Russian consul-general, and 
inate those of his own Government, he was undermining the principle of Persian 
independence. 
inister for Foreign Affairs, after remarking that theré waa no Persian 
Government worth the name, got white’ with auger, in speaking’ of tho loiter 
which they had addressed to PersianMinister here announcing his recall and the 
appointment of his proposod successor, Latter, his Iexcellonoy said, who had been 
in the Caueasus, was nothing better than a highway robber, and would never bo, 
allowed to set foot again in Russia. 
‘As the conversation was becoming somewhut heated, and as I had not yet 


[1584] 30 





it i p ur il a that we shoald 
led, to him your latest, proposals, about Thibet, T Suggested w 
ee Tatler feaan ‘about Persia till You had given Russidi Ambassador your 


‘ dun. : 
err reer ry egret agai VomoslSw night, Bt Zain fo abo hit Before he atts 


fo learn his views about Thibet. 





(25796) No. 198, 
i Sir W, Tountey to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Junie 9-) 
area ; Pelran, Judie 9, 194. 
jlegram No, 167 of th June. 


Tn ilie circumstances deseribed in your telegram No. 
iether. oF no 





(25796) No, 159. 
Six Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


No. ae 
iN i _, Foreign Offco, ditne 9, 1914, 
Oh ap aes ‘ge: WHOSE BL atka’ eR SRE RN ME at 
air Government ‘should be allowed. to take thy course which ‘they may 
thine most desirable, and T think fk yyould be best for you to express tio opinion on the 
bidet ; ; ' 

suv epeated to Sh Potorsburih, No. 202) 





(26083) No. 160. 
| Bir W. Poionley to Six Haward Grey.—(Received Tinie 10.) 
Hae aa ; 


sige NURS Teliriny I 310, 
EIR is nome reason (o tear that dhe safety of the Ahwaz road may, be 
tem eu Raia Bn Yice-consul Heer Feports that some fifty Taibis 
Youd appean to be threatening the road. Sardar Jang has lind to, proceed towards 
Bobbehion, vith 


wvannént: of the, Bulimais, 


i a 
‘considerable force to quell 3ahmiis, os 
Sandor Bahadur, ‘i m of Sardar Assad, who proved his military sora te 


ide of Xeprom Khan, is poy on his way tothe Bq wuntry.to act as, illbogi 
aes hen tn ube ae hia bor eileen: ate Seto aap 
that erery prechution for the safety of the road, has, been, taken, and Sardar, Bahadur 
+L hiinselt soon be thete to support Jang sul’ to fake all necessary steps to protect 


the trade routes. 
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(26038) No, 161, 
Sir L, Malet to Sir Baioard Grey. —(Recetved June 10. 
(No. 330.) ‘ ) 


(Belegeaphic.). Re i Constantinople, June 10, 1914. 

YOUR telegram No, PBI of th Tune sf 

Thave urged Turkish Government in the senso of last Sentence of youn instrvction, 
but Russitn Ambassidor Joins from the Russian delegate that there ia no, Persian 
authority of any kind in Chia Surkh, Ho thinks; ns it has bean awarded fo Turkey, 
there'is no reason why Turkish troops should not occupy it forthwith. 

He unggesta tata Britidh ropresoatative -ahould. accompany ‘urkish troops 10 
ensure safety of oil company's representative, In the meantime we are urging Graud 
Vizier to isauo ordors for evacuation of Khan Guermola, but { have persuaded the 
Rusoian Ambassador not to encourage Turks to go to Chia Burk until Thear fram you 
again. 





(26086) No. 163, 
Sir L. Mallet to Sir Bdtoard Grey—(Réccived June 10.) 
(No. 331.) 


(Telegraphic), R, 

sit immediately preceding tologram of Lth, i 

Myf seenletoeas Gaal tavey ne ween Chad Meclanantenaceream ana 
Khan Guermela, and £ Jas impossible to avoid discussion of Chin Surkh. As tho 
aitioulty, arises fom the Khan fear of losing subsidy from British company, and itis 
important to avoid bloodshed, I thought it better, in, spite of views exprossnd in my 
despatch No. 209 of oth May, to act on Lientonant Wilson’s telogram of Ist May, and L 
therefor asked his Highs not to interfem with tho arrangements at present exiting 
at Ohia Surkh and to allow company ,to continue payment of guards. 

‘His Highness at once agreed, and has promised to send necessary instructions, Hy 
authorised mo to telogeaph in this sense to tho British commissioner, in ordox that ho 
might. Inform company;s agent. ‘ 

Té you approve, wall you inform British delegate ? 

Talso explained to his Highness matter referred to in your despatch No. 358 of 
Sth June, He said thot, as regards Bakeai, ‘Turkish Goveroment wore arranging 
Aireotly with Persian Ambassador to-bny off pastiurago rights, ‘ 

As to Guenghir lie insdo no observations, beyond acquieecing in authority of 
Commission to decide finally. 


Constantinople, June 10, 1914, 


(26231) No. 163. 


Sir Edtoard Gray to Sir W. Taronley, 
No. 118, _Confidaitiat:) / 
Teepe) Poh Ofte The 10, NO, 

YOUR teldaiain No. 107 of 17th Agiril nd Videloy’s 4élopidin Of 22nd May + 
Tatand Thule. é 

His Majesty's Govdtimientt Bpiptove it peineiple, as, eolutioh ‘of Mutt 4 
leas Of jane Hate, Henan, Ridhon, be, ad Shieh Shui, ee Wh 
being ineluded {6 retote given by Viderby. ‘Exitting rights in Hormulz qeitld ‘of 
course be: L, 

Tissiline that His Majesty's Gbvernmient would thke plive of Purstin Governiient 
as recipient of royalties of oil and oxide, On this basis you are. aulehtiieed tb Begin 
negotiations with Minister fox Rordigh ‘Atfirs, vein yoitr disttetion Within tio limits 
of 12.0004 td 95,008, inthe Sree sustain. ‘ 

Discussion had bettor not, bo wwitlened by introduction of splits Taide by Sir'P. 
Cox tn hie télegeam No; 115 of 19th Januliry, 1918, tiless ‘you, consider that their 
inclusidn will not tilitm Parsian Govémmidht, add’ in no tise should suddésk of 
negotintions be jeopatdised on that nccoutt. ; 

ia hlatar is ungont, a potetility of dl On Bishi Yoayboebine KABA ind pHGe‘bo 
raléed. 


io 
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(259271 No, 164, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan: 
(No, 264.) 
ee seal Foreign Ofico, June 10, 1914, 
YOUR Excellency’a telegram No. 120\f 9th June: Russian action in Persia. 
T approve your language. : 
Freee yund conversation with the Russian Ambassador to-day, and will send you 
by despatoh a long memorandum that T have given kim. 





(26283) No. 165, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


Foreign Ofieo, June 10, 1914. 

I SPOKH to the Russian Ambassador, to-day about your Excellency’s telegram: 
No. 130 of yesterday, recording that M. Sazonof had begun a conversation by w violent 
AMack upon telegrams about Persia recently published in the “Times.” 

Tadd that, as a matter of fact, when these telograms appeared in the Times” T 
had already como to the decision that I must discuss these Persian miattors with tho 
Tussin Government, but the last ching I desired was thatithe subject should be brought 
Ti hn tho press before I bud done so. If therefore MM. Sazonof thought that-this was a 
ress campaign inspired by me, T could assure hin that this wa the lst thing that I 
serra atthe moment, 1 algo pointed out that M, Sazonof's idea, that. the Persian 
Nommittoe exercised influence over His Majesty’s Government, wax quite wrong, The 
paly fluence that the Committee could exorcise depended xypon their power to influence 
public opition, and this, in turn, depended on thematerial at their disposal, did not 
Pi oralaid MM. Sazonol’s roforence to Gorman intrigues, unless he meant that German 
iionoe aa brought to bear on the press in’ England, which might be the case, though 
Thad no knowledge of it. I said that M, Sazonof’s idea that there was something 
belind all these attacks on Russia was quite wrong, I was even’ more upset about 
Porat than he was, Decause of the effect that the Russian proceedings in Persin might 
have on publie opinion here. 3 : : 

The Russian Aubussador poifited out that apparently concessions were. being 
mado, the Governor-General of Azerbaijan wis 10 be changed, and Shuja was no 

hold this post. i 

TOE ere rere oe go much a question of whether this’ or ihat Persian was 
GovernonGeneral of Azerbaijan, It was a.question of whether the Gayeror-General, 
Nihcovar hewas, was influenced by the Rassian consul to act fairly and properly towards: 
Tre Contral Government in Tehran or whether ho openly detied the Central Government. 

Gaunt Benckendorit asked mo what I thought was really needed in connection 
with Poraia, 3 ; wes 

Troplicd that I thought a closer grip over Russian represeatatives in Persia was 
noodeil, And an imderstanding in the Russian Foreign Office that the effect of these 
serroud actions of Russian consuls in Persia was cnmulative and must react upon the 
{eneral political rations of Russia and the European situation. ‘The representatives 
Frany foreign country in any particular part of tie world were apt to have & wrong 
Somspective and to pursue particular objects in that one particular part of the world 
ee reet vealising the effect that their action might have on general policy. The 
Wontial thing was that the representatives and agents of a foreign Government in 
acl part of the world should He made to subordinate their action to the requirements 

moral policy: 
ot ee PeT eave Count Renckendova paraphrase of my talogram to your Excellency, 
ia which 1 had reonde my convertion with M. de Etter, and the memorandum, of 

ich a copy is enclosed herein: 

Mh eet Mian to take this paper away with him and read as a statement of our 
position, When he had read i we could discuss the matter further. I had defended 
ree tondiug of Russian troops into the north of Persia on the ground that, the Anglo- 
Tigperan Agroomont of 1907 must not be interpreted in a way. that altered to’ her 
disadvantage the position of Russia in Porsia ag it existed im 1907; but it followed 
fqually that the position in Persia should not be altered to our disadvantage; and, 
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when I looked at the other side of the shield, the British and not the Russian side, it 
was evident that the cumulative effect of all the events and/of Russian action since 
1907 had been to alter the sitvation to our disadvantage, 


Count Benckendorff promised to study the memorandum that 1 had given him, 


Tam, &e: 
E, GREY, 


Enclosure in No. 165. 
Memorandum communicated to Russian Ambassador, June 10, 1914. 


IN a recent conversation with Sir G. Buchanan, M. Sazonof alluded to the intention 
ofthe Russian Government to ask His Majesty's Government to recognise moro fully 
Russia's predominant interests in northern Persia, Although such. predominanee of 
interest was fully recognised in the Anglo-Russian Agreement of 1907, hia Wxcelleuey 
thought the Russian Government had reason to complain that British consular officers 
iu Persia did not always act in a manner conformable to such recognition in’ practice, 
He referred on this’ occasion more egpeoially to the opposition which the British 
Legation at'Telran was alloged to havo made to a Rusaian irrigation scheme at Ispatian, 
‘A separate iiemoranduin will deal with this particular question, M, Sazouot's eamplaint 
of the attitude of British agonts in Persia was, however, of wider application, and. he 
gave expression, not for the first time, to his dissatisfaction with tho spirit, in. which 
these agents ate suid to criticise the proceedings of the Russian consular authorities in 
the northern zone, His Excellency foreshadowed the presentation on his part of w note 

tor detail the view which the Rassiaa Goyerament, took of the 


Tn view of M. Sazonof’s recent remarks, it appears desirable to recall that the 
Anglo-Russiau Agreement of 1907 was bnacd npon the assumption of the independence 
and integrity of Persia, ‘The division into three zones lowed from strategic rather 
than from political or commercial considerations, and in no seuse did: the: agreement 
contemplate, or aim at, a political or administrative partition of Persia, “Important 
events, however, which were not, aud could not be, foreseen in 1007, have since 
ocourred, bringing in their train, among other things, a military oecupation of northern 
Porsia by a Russian military foree varying in numbera from 12,000 to 17,000 min, andl 
the establislanent of whit amounts in practices to a Russian political protectorate over 
those regions. 

Tt would be difficult to describo in any other way the de factoadminiatratiye status 
of the northern provinces of Porsin, ‘The Persian governor-genoral at Tabria is now to 
all intents and purposes an adtonomous ruler, Ho pays no heedl tothe authority of the 
Central Government, antl even at times issués orders in a sense contrary to their express 
instructions, ‘The governor-general is, atthe same time, entirely under thie control of 
the Russian consulate-genoral, whoso behests. he implicitly obeys, and whose. support 
alone prevents their protégé from being called to account by hia own Government, 
Again, Persian governors, as at Resht.and Kazyin and at Julfa (Ispaban), are practically. 
chosen, of, at any rate, maintained in their office, by the Russian consuls, and the 
condition of their remaining in office is that they must act as the Russian agents desire, 
‘The Central Governnient dare not dismiss them except with Russian consent, however 
rebellious, dishonest, or otherwise unsatisfactory their conduct. It will be remembered 
that the Russian Minister at’Teltran recently brought about, on grounds closely connected 
with ap instance of this nature, the resignation of the late Minister of the Interior, 
probably one of the least. incapable and least inellicient officers of State in the 
country, and originally selected for hia post on the strong recommendation of the 
Russian Government themselves. 

By tho grant of Russian protection to individuals, with all that this implies, in 
Daijan, Meshed, and oven as-far south as Ispahan, the Russian administrative 
ntrol isextended in geeat measure into the financial administration, which is at times 


[haga] eP 
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seriously crippled thereby. ‘In’Azerbaijon instances have ovenrred where the major 
part of the taxes due from the vory numerous, Rnssian-proteéted. persons have been 
collected, to the total exclusion of the Persian finance administration, by the Russian 
Consuls, and by them lodged in the Russian Bank, without even an account being 
rendered of the moneys thus diverted from the Persian ‘Treasury, so that the finance of 
the provines has been completely disorganised. 

Tt is true that the Russian Government have not in set terms annexed the north 
‘of Persit. but, on the contrary, have repeatedly disclaimed any intention of doing £0. 
Nevertheless, they have, in fact, acquired snpreme political power and are the 
predominant influence through their agents in all the administration, which has in fact: 
become Russian in all but name. 

His Majesty's Government have never failed to recognise Russia’s claim to exclude 
avy otter foreign influence from the north of Persia and adequately to- safeguard 
Russian interests there. At moments of crisis and disorder, as, forinstance, at the time 
‘of tho-Shuster incident aud of the troubles at ‘Tabriz, they have raised no objection to 
the monsurea taken by Russia to secure these objects. “Even nov, though the steadily 
jnoreasing influence and activity of Russia’s agents seems somewhat in excess of what 
js essential to secure the objects in question, the purpose of laying the present 
considerations Lefore M. Sazonof is to record the netual facts of the existing situation 
rather than to. make compluint regarding past actions. 

Tt is, however, necessary for His Majesty's Government to consider the 
consequences of what has occurred in their bearing on important. British interests 
Which it ia their duty to safeguant forthe future, One result of Russian activity in 
the north of Persin, combined with the disturbed condition of the south, has been to 
‘oreato almost a aonepay in the north and north-west for Russian trade: and the 
inevitablo tendency must bo for Russian trade, ander the impulso imparted to its flow 
‘by the substitution of Russian for Persian authority in the north, to penetrate to. the 
aouth, replacing in both regions British and other foreign trade, which cannot enter 
Paeraia oxcept by the southern trade routes, and cannot enter at all when these roads 
are closed, 

‘hero is, moreover, a general tendoxioy for Russian political influence to extend 
into the neutral sphere, as is, apparont from the activity of the Russian consul. at 
Tspahian and hig interference with tho dutios of the. governor-goneral of that provineo, 
and fom the projected irrigation concession at the headwaters of the Karkunan. His 
‘Majesty's Government cannot remain unconcerned if Russian influence and activity in 
tho neutral zone threatens to assume the politieal and predominant character that it 
hasidone in the north, A 

Te will doubtless bo readily admitted that His Majesty's Government have al 
hitherto done their best, in tha British Parliament, to explain, and even to justify the 

snoral action of Russia in northern Persia on tho grounst that it was necessary for 
For to protest the intorests. and maintain the position, commercial and other, that she 
held there prior to the conclusion of the Anglo-Russian convention of 1907. His 
‘Majesty's Government have taken thevline that it would be unfair to interpret or use 























































Porvign Office, 
eee Suns 10, 1014, 
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(22724) No. 166. 
(No, 218) Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan. 
g 





ts . Foreign Office, June 10, 191: 
I GAVE the Russian Ambassador to-day, the ee imemorandtin, in 
reply to @ complaint that was mide by his Government a short time ago. about 
Sir Walter Townley’s part in agresing (0 the Persian gendarmerie under the comand 
of Swelish officers belug put under the control of the Persian Minister for Wir, 
Lam, &: 
B. GREY. 





Enelosure in No. 166. 
Memorandum. 


WITH rofereuce to the proposal recently made in Tehran, that the gendarmeri 
under Swedish officers should be placed under the orders of the Paria War Ofeo, 
it appears that information of  somewhitt mistending, character has: rénched the 
Russten: Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

The actual facts of the ene may be sat forth as follows : 


Enquiry was made of Sir W. Townley whether the change appeared to him open 
{o objection. He replied that he eaw-no reason to take exception wo the propoted 
action, and, in sccordance with a request, that he would find out the views: of his 
Russian colleague, he visited M, Korostovetz and explained to, him the situation. 
Sir W, Townley expressed his belief that the object of the transfer vwag to supply the 
Minister of War with some foree under his orders: at prosent his Excellency had only 
the Cossack Drigede, undor Russian officers, who rofwied to xecogniso any Porsian 
authority, and the remainder of the old Parsian infantry, a.m ligible element of force. 
The office of Minister of War had accordingly become a sinecure, and was) proving 
insufficiently attractive for any candidate of propor standing. 

M. Korostovetz at onco mformed'Sir W. ‘Townley in reply: that the idea was quite 
welcome to him, as ho had always viewed it favourably; he added, moreover, that 
the Persian Government alone were interéated inthe, question, which was morely an 
administrative detail. Sir W. Townley gathered at the sime time that M, Korostoveta 
did nok ‘intend to refor the matter to the Russian Government, and in consequence 
Sir W, Townley did not report the subject to London, as he considered it n matter of 
slight importance—to which, moreover, he lisd already made allusion’ in a despatch, 
eatlior in the year ‘ 

_ When Vossugl-ed-Dowleh learnt from Sir W. Towaley the reply of M. Korostavotz, 
his Excellency reported the matter by telegraph to the Persian Minister at St. Poters- 
burgh. On the latter replying that tho scheme was wmweloome to the Tu 
soe no further action was taken, and the late Minister of War has not rejoined 

he Cabine 

















_Sir Grey cordially reciprocates the viow held by M. Suzonof that it ia most 
desirable that the two Ministers at Tehran should consult each othex on matters of 
common interest, and. it is clear from this tecount that the treatment of this incident nt 
‘Tehran was dealt with by the Ministers'there in that spitit. : 

Foreign Office, Tune 9, 1914. 


(26086) ” No. 167, 
Sir Bi i 
(e888) ir Bchoard Grey to Sin I. Mallet, 
(Telegraphig)) B Foreign Ogfee, Tune 12, 1914. 


ESUME that proposal contained in your Bxcellency’s telegram No, 390 of 
10th June is superseded in view of your telegram No, 331 of 10th June, bot Eau mot 
clear about this; or whether you consider that payinent to Persian tribes of 400L a year 
should continue after occupation of ceded territory by Ottoman troops, or whetlier 
Grand Vizier now proposes that no Ottoman troops should be sent there, But L 
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authorise your Excellency to make any- arrangements Yona pom Bun oleh 
‘after consultation with the-Commission and Oil Comp: fea ay aaa 
i ifficult to send British officer to accompany ‘Tur P 
expedient. It-would be difficult to ofr to aoompany Turia cape 
y coiled torritory, but if presence of such ly necessa 
weNiape your Bxcollency ald arronge with consul-general at Bagdad to depute 
Som@pjease Koop Sir W. ‘Townley informed of action yox take ia, ae tat oe 
ake any necessary communication to Persian Government. I ha ad 
Fa any eee Ferien June, al T am quite prepared to Teavo necessary action to 
‘our decision. 
30M" (Repeated to Tehran, No. 123.) 





(26570) No, 168. 
Captain Wilson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 13.) 


a ( Camp Kasei, Mey 1914. 
‘ 30 Copy. hI have adresse 
T HAVE the honour to enclose copy of a, despatch which sed 
fis Mojeaiy's Ambassador at Constantinople giving eover to copies of notes upon 
(a) ‘ho postiity of pipeline construction between the Chin Surkh and Mendeli 
tl 


iti Shatt-el-Arab ; and : ; 
Sots aa ne Sil springs at Naft Mugatassi (Natt Maidan). 














fi e it which 1 

vl fon of the first memorandum was suggested by a request » 

ocatved on Me. Greonay of the Anglo ersianOik Company, fn sn uta 
ber, for information upon the subject, and T ven ‘ 

tae a et eo Faction, a copy of both memoranda be communicated to hi. 


Thave, Se. WILSON, Captain, LA. E 
Commissioner, Turco ~ Per 











Dopity 
i Frontier 





Enclosure 1 in No, 168. 
Captain Wilson to Sir Le Mallet, 


see : Camp Kani-Shirin May 1, 1014. 
Sit) HAVE tho honour to submit, for your Excellency’s: information, copies of 
memoraida— ; 

(a) An to tho posubility of pipeline construction from the Chia Surkh and 


jstricts to the Shatt-el-Arab, : : 
Mon dane ol pprings at Nate Auqatasst (Naft Maidan). 























3. Ag regards the oil 
Sho Thoull sy es sogigns, both in the area over which they oevur and inthe 
aoa re eT chrafre tha, ay worse. by Ar Manag nh dope 
el poste ak erin The tare “asrionie * were, moti by. the 
agelades of ence a onan iron ta Ly go Por Ol Camas ea 
eee arse es ono deta tthe Menlo Bes,” lend aionl 


support to thiy supposition, 




















prt 


Tam submitting a copy of this despatch, with enclosures, to His Majesty's Foreign 


Office. 
Thaye, &e; 


A, T, WILSON, Captain, DA., British Deputy. 
Commissioner, Tereo- Persian, Frontier 
Commission. 











Enclosure # in No. 168. 





Memorandum of the possibitity of Pipe-Liine Construction from the Chia Surkh 
District to Mohammerah. 





KE as starting point the cil springs at Chia Sur, 20 miles nore of 
Kasr-iSbirin, and assure that the pipe-tine would pass through the latter point, passing- 
near tho springs at ‘Tangab (Gilan) and Ab-i-Natt. 

Section 1 (10 miles): Ohia Surkh-Kuert-Shirin.—Phia portion has already been 
surveyed in detail, and Thave seen the eurveys at, Chia Surkh j no serious difficulties 
present themselves. 

Soction 2 (45 miles) : Kasy-i Shirin-Mendeli—A careful 1 mile = 1 inch survey 
of this arca will shortly bo available. A suitable alignment would seem to be that 
already surveyed between Chig Sirkh and the Tangab springs, and thence across the 
undulating plain along tho frontier, as recently demareated, from Tepe ‘Khirg to Chit 
Hammam, where it wonld cross the Ab-i-Naft and go along the watershed betweon the 
Ab-iNaft andthe Ab-:Pariinnn, lose to. tho present. Kanre-Shinin-Mendell rond, 
reaching the oil springs of Naft Mugatassi at abont 45 miles from Kast-i-Shirin, 

Section 3. (25 miles) —A. succession of low ranges of gravelly hills, gotie 10 miles 
broad, intervenes between these springs and the Mesopotamian plain on which Mendelt 
stands. They aro travorsed by the stream Naft Deressi or Ab-icNaft, which drains 
from the springs to the plain, A good dry-weather cart-road could be constructed 
from the springs to Mendeli at a vory sinall cost, 

‘here aro no difficulties whatover for pipe-lino construction; ground is easy for 
the mest part, and once the hills are loft the lino conld run in the plain, at some 
distance from the hills, to Mondeli 

Section 4 (66 miles): Mendeli~Badrai.—A dead-flat plain, crossed by occasional 
small streams inhabited by Bani Lam Arabs, fairly efficiently controlled by ‘Turks; 10 
ditticulties for pipeline constrnetion. Badrai is connected telographically with Bagdad 
through Mendeli, Road fit for carta-rims from Budrai to Kutal-Amara vid Jessan, 
‘54 miles. 

Mendoli and Badraé aro headquarters of Turkish genilares, 

Section 6 (40 miles) : Badyai-Bakeai—Dead-fit plain, waterless most of the year ; 
Water always, however, obtainable at foot of hills from wells at intorvals, 

Baksai is uninhabited most of year, ‘Though Turkish territory, part of it is 
owned by Wali of Pusbt-i:Kuh, aud Vine should therefore be taken 3 milea south of 
ruins of old town, outside his properties, Ohangulak River, on’ which Baksat stands, 
is a mountain torrent, broad hed; little water except when in Mood, Extensive 
irrigation in vicinity of Bakeai. 

Section 6 (58 miles): Baksai-River Tth,—Dead-flat plain ; no water exeepthalfvay 
at Kara Tepe (from wells in summer). Bani Lam Avabs-not so well controlled here, 
Supnliaa (and gendarme) vailable from Tigris stations a Alt Ghathi, ex 

‘Nib water is brackish, but drinkable; good woll-water obtainable some distance 
of River, whieh is always fordabl,eould’ bo easly crosied by a pipeline; pebbly 

tom, 

Tf it is desired to carry on the Tino into Arabistan to, aay, Ahwaz, the following. 
would probably be the best route :— 


Section 7 (87 miles) : River Tib-Rivor Dareairij. —Deadlflat plain water halfyvay, 
from yells, Arabs not avell under contzol, but unlikely to cause much dificulty 
county under control of Turkish Administration at HalGyeb, an Arab village connecte 
with Amara'by canal. 

River Dawairij has steep bonks, muddy bottom, but alyrays fordable unless in flood. 

Section 8 (62 miles): Dawcairij-Karkhah (Kut Saiyid Ali)—Deadl-llat. plain, 
sathen marshydniplices, but amar cna bp ayeided by keeping to footot hills. Arabs 
‘under control of Sheikh of Mohammeral,, but largish guards would be necessary aa the 
Aistrit is subject to raids by Turkish and Lur tribes, 


(uss) “0 
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Section 9) (24 miles) : Karkhah—Ahwoz (Amiinigah)—Dead-fat plain. 
‘Potal. —Kasr-iShirin-Ahwaz 353 miles; Naft Muqatassi-Ahwaz 208 mile. 
‘ALT, WILSON, Captain, I.A., Britieh Deputy 
Commissioner, Tureo- Persian Frontier 


Note on Oil Springs at Naft Mugatasei. 


‘THESE springs, the position of which is approximately shown on the reduced: 
identic map and on sheet 55, South-west Asin, 8 miles = 1 inch ("Kala Nut”), are 
situated in Jongitude 45° 27/ latitude 34° 1’, some 27 miles north-west of Mendeli, 
4 iniles to the east of the Mondeli-Khanikin road, and on e not much used track 
botweon Mendeli and Kasr-i-Shitin via the oil spring, the tomb of Chai Hammam (on 
the Ab-iNaft) and Kani Biz, a Turkish post, also known as Qal’eh Yalnidi, on the 
Elvend (Holvay) River. } 

TMhey aro distant abont 93 miles by road from Khanikin and 48 miles from 
Koar-ishirin. 

‘Phe springs cover an area about 1 mile long and } mile ‘broad; the two largest 
aro actually. on the Ab-i-Nait (ono on each bank), just above where this stream is joined 
by bvo sina nullalis whieh drain either side of an isolated gypsum rage along, which 
most of the springs ocour. There is little level ground in th neighbourhood. 

Geetogical Pormation.—The general direction of the hills is, a8 usual, north-west 
and soutli-east. . 

‘he ol springs aeom to be situated at the top of a much-denued anticline, i. 
south of the contral gypsim hill mentioned above; tho sandstone strata tilt gently 
downwards and southwards. North’ of it the strata tilt downwards and northwards, 
‘The gypsum bill itaclf, however, and the strata nesocinted with it are practically 
vertical. ‘Thin bands of soft limestone are interatratified with the gypsum as at 
Masjid-LSuloinan, and tho oil seoms to exude at tho junction botweon the two strata, 
Sutin tho nullah north of tho gypsum, range there are several indications of oil 
exuding through sandstone, as algo at various other points north of the springs ou the 
right bank of tho river. d 

The Springs.—The springs are some forty in. number, and consist for the most 

wart of holes, soetimes attificial, iu which crude il, at first of a greon colour later 
icoming brown, exudes slowly, accompanied by mtich emission of gas. ‘The oil is 
riot dense when it first exudes, but thickens by evaporation, 

Most of tho oil seoms to bo absorbed in the ground or to evaporate, and none 
reaches the stream. 

Present. Heploitation of the Springe.—The. springs are now, and have for many 
years been, leased by a Turkish subjeot from the ‘Turks, the present rental being abont 
400, the farm being renewable annually. ‘Phe oil is collected periodically and 
sold in Mendeli, Khanikin, and, oocasionally, in Kasri-Shirin. 

‘A Jow family in Kasri-Shirin have sometimes purchased the oil from the Narkish 
lessee, but have never lind tho Tease. 

Gunerahip of Lando in the Vioinity.—Tho lands for many miles round the springs 
have been occupied from time immemorial by the Persian tribe of Sanjabi; no Turkish 
tribes have at any time entered or made use of the lands, which are generally known 
as Baghehah and Kater. ‘Tho Sanjabi havo nover paid revenue to or in any way 
recognised Turkish sovereignty in those ands, ‘The Persians consequently consider 
thesp lands ds “transferred territories.” 

Comiunications of Najt Mugatassi Oil Springs with Kasr-i-Shirin.—The road to 
KasrdShitin vid Kani Biz is a rather dificult one, as siso is that to Khanikin vit 
Kani Masi. In each caso a cart-road would be difficult end expensive to construct, 
‘An easy track could, however, probably be found vid Khanikin, and thence at the foot 
Of the hills to the mouth of tho Ab-i-Nuft, near the tomb of Baba Gurji, and thea up 
stream to tho oil wells. 

Communications with Mendeli.—A cart-road could be easily and cheaply constructed 
from Mendeli to the vil wells, aud from Bakubs or Shahruban to Mendoli, if desired. 
‘A Kizil Robat-Mendeli rond should slso be 'easy to construct, ; 

‘A. T, WILSON, Captain, [.A., British Deputy 
Commiesioner, Turco Persian Frontier 
Gommiseion. 
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(26571) No. 169, 


Captain Wilson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recaived June 13.) 
(No. 8) 


Sir, Gamp Qasr-i-Shirin, May 1, 1914, 

" {HAVE the honour to enclose copies of the despatch which Lhave addressed to 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, submitting some observations upon the 
frontier as recently demarested between Mendelii and the Hlvend River, in o far as 
the rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil ea are affected thereby, 

have 


re, fe, 
__ A.M, WILSON, Captain, 1.4, 
Britiah Deputy Commiasioner, Treo: Persian 
Prontier Commission. 


Enclosure in No, 169. 


Caplain Wilson to Sir L. 
ane » ir Ts Mallet. 
Sir, on Camp Qasr-i-Shirin, May 1, 1914, 

IN continuation Of my despatch No. 28, dated tho 24th April, Thave the honour 
to submit, for your Excellency's information, the’ following observations upon the 
frontier as recently demarcated between Mendeli and the Elvond iver, in eo far as 
the rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company are affectod thereby. 

2 The question as to the precise area of the company’s. concession in ‘Turkey 
vvas left open when the protocol of the 18th November was signed, and the company’s 
claim to bore for oil iu these lands rests upon the assumption that the Iands south of 
the Elvend River, between the frontier laid down in the protocol of the 4th November, 
1913, and. now demarcated, and the frontier doscrihed in paragraph 6 of the 
memorandum of the Russian Ambassador, which formed! the second enclosure to 
Constanenepg Embassy despatch No. 352, dated the 26th April, 1914, are “transferred 
territories. 

My investigations on the spot have satisfied me that the latter line represents. 
correctly the local statue quo as hitherto observed, and it nay be useful. to hee 
rooard the following farther arguments in support of tho. contention that the district 
is pact of tho tertitories which have been transferred from Persia to Turkey. 

3. enquiry has confirmed the correctuess of the statemonts made in the 
draft Anglo-Russian note enclosed in Constantinople despatch No. 352, dated) tho 
20th April, 1913, that “all the lands between Zobab and Mondeli aru cooupied by: 
Persian tribes—Sanjabi and Kalhor—who do not, recognise ‘Turkish supremacy, 
Theso tribes, with rare éxceptions, aro Shiss by religion, and in virtue af the principle 
es in the Turkish note of the 18th (J1st) March, should consequently remain 

ers 

Thave ascertained that the whole of the undulating plain known as ¢hchah and 
Qutar, east of Lut-i-Baghehah, has boon from time immomorial exclusively oooupiod 
by the Sanjabi and other Persian tribes; no Turkish tribes soom ever to have 
attempted to enter these lauds, ‘The Sanjabis themselves look upon them ae tribal 
property, and sell to ench other the grazing rights over various areas in the district, 

‘umerous sucient gravestones and shrines, of typically Persian design, stattered on 
tho whole area, bear witness to presence in this district of many previous gonorations 
of Persian tribesmen, 

4, Darwish Pasha, in Chapter 20 of his report, recorded that in his time tho 
Sanjaliis considered these pusturages as belonging 1 them, and paid nothing to the 
Turkish Government, 1 have ascertained that such is actually the faot to-day, whilst, 
on the other hand, the tribe has regularly paid rovenue to the Persian Government, 
bal eee? in the words of His Majesty's cousul, Kermanshah, ‘is a tradition of 

 Sanjabis," 

5. As regards the oil wells at Naft Maidan (Naft Maoiess)) + Though these have 
for some years past been leased by the Turks to Turkish subjects, the Sanjabi camp 
all round them, und wo suw marks of old und now camping grounds not only in tho 
vicinity, but for many miles to'the south und west. Hore also they exercise proprictary 
rights in the grasing, which is the anly-use to which these. Jands can be put, and have 
never been interfered with by the 
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6, In the event, therefore, of the latter contesting in future the right of the 
‘Anglo-Bersian OW Company to bore for oil st Naft Maidan, there appear to be valid 
grounds for insisting that, as contended by the Persians, these lands are “transferred 
territories.” 

7, ‘The British survey party are-now engaged in preparing a detailed map on the 
1m, = "scale of thé whole of the debatable area from Chia Surkh to Naft Maidan, 
ancl Tait that before long copies will be available for despatch to Constantinople and 

don. 

Taveaso this question should be undor active discussion in London, 1 have ventured 
to submit a copy of this despatel direct to His Majesty's Foreign Office. 

Thave, &. 
A. 'T, WILSON, Captain, I-4., 
British Deputy Commissioner, Tureo-Persian 
Frontier Commission. 





(26572) 
Captain Wileon to Sin Edward Grey.—(Recoived June 13.) 


No, 9.) 
i, Camp Qan-i:Shirin, May 1, 1914. 
1 HAVE the honour to enclose'a copy af a despatch which I have addressed to 
His Majesty's Ambassador at Constontinoplo, detailing the stops taken to ensure that 
the trentioe shall! be precisely shown upon large’ seale maps, specially prepared, 
whenever necessary, to supplemont the identic map. 
Thave, &e. 
‘A. I, WILSON, Captain, T.A., 
Britis’ Deputy Comminsionen, 
‘Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


———— 


Enclosure in No. 170; 
Captain Wilson to Sir L. Mallet, 


(No. 33.) A 
Sir, Camp Qaer-i-Shirin, May 1, 1914, 

WI'H reference to the concluding sentence ‘of Foreign Office telegram No. 7, 
ated 7th April, to Mr. Wratislaw, stating that it was presumed that, in regions where 
Teundaty marke havo beon sparingly erected, tho ling. has been, very: precisely 
indicated upon large scale maps, so a8 to obviate further disputes, I have the honour 
to submit, for your Excelloncy’s. information, the following report upon the steps 
hitherto taken in this direction. 

'Y, The identic map having proved, a0 far as we have gone, to be almost invariably 
jnagcurate, the system adumbrated: in Mr, Wratislaw’s despatch No. 4, dated the 
Qth January has been adopted wherever: the frontier docs not follow some well marked 
hatural feature, such as a water parting, or stream) viz. a supplementary map, 
‘isually on tho scale 1 mile=1 inch, has. been prepared and ‘signed by. the four 
water geioners, showing the exact line, whilat on tho identic map the approximate 
setter oily has been shown, with a broken line, a note being added thoreon, over the 
jnitisls of the commissioners, to the effect ‘that the precise frontier is shown on a 
supplementary map. F 

"The supplementary maps, which with two small exceptions havo all been prepared 
by the British survey party, have ‘eon most) carefully executed, and are. greatly 
Py ized by the other commissioners, whose topographical stafl is unable to compete, 
a tain eourney, workmanship, or rapidity with the highly trained Indian surveyors 
rorking under Colonel Ryders supervision. 

‘The triangulation on which these maps were: hased was also. entirely ‘executed by 
tho British survey party, who alone were adequately equipped with the necessary. 
jnstruinents and practical experience, ‘The frontier is very carefully marked thereon 
aid, Funping as it does either along a natural feature such 05 a ‘watershed or a stream 
bed, or main road, or ina straight line between two prominent Jand marks, such as 
shrines, or between two pillars, visible from each other, no. difficulty should be 
‘éxperienced in identifying the frontier in the future. ‘The pillare themselves have been 
erected as a rule at easily identifiable points, and their position is: described in the 
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procts-verbaux with sufliciont accuracy to enabl ‘i i yon i 
pinyin arene y to-enable the site to be rediscovered eyen if 
the request of the commissioners, all the supplementary maps are boi 
to Indie for reproduction there by the Survey of Faas br omar ees a 
commission will be furnished with as'many copies as they require, on payment: for 
the present they have asked for twenty copies of each map. : s 
<7 ae Russian, ae and Persian commissioners propose, T understand, to 
i me ios of these supplementary maps to their consuls and frontier official 
lopies of the proctsecerbauz of the commission up to date are aléo bei 
th saat of he, nanan oso Goverment Of Inia to he pinay dn 
in, Turkish, and i ssi vl ied 
ws eat an SALE hayé begged to be supplied 
At the conclusion of the labours of thi ssi ini rl 
and maps wile snaieny dealt eater ton the remaining procts-vorbate 
in this connection I beg to enquire liow many copies of the protts-verbe 
oareae spa wl be renee by His Majosty’s Foreign Office, and to ask i 
ructions may be iss i int i 
instructions may be given fe printer ce io Se 
‘fl order 10 save time I iti i i i 
iajann neue seine ‘am submitting a copy of this despatch direct to His 
Thave, & 
A. 'T, WILSON, Captain, I-., 
British Deputy Commissioner, 
Turco-Porsian Prontier Commission, 


(26670) No. 171. 


0 tty Sir. WW: Lowntey to Bir Haward Grey.—(Received Juno 13), 
‘elegraphic.) *' _ Tehran, June 13, 1014, 
PS HHTERSBURGHE totegram No. 130.of 9th June: Russian action in. Persia 
Buergios of the Russian consuls and Persian officials acting at their instigation 

appoat tntlagaing. At Tabsis Government gramaries are threatened, At, Uri a 
contol appeal has besa publlyasablished at which ll ago, yvhether forelgues ro 
saggol or not are tbe Near in the presence of agian consul. “Turkih 
Ambassoilor and Gorman Ministor have protested officially against their subjects bein 
Stminonod before wuch  eourt of justcs. At Knavin Itussian conn) line tensed 
Pe of the instructions he announces from: tho \legation at ‘Tehran. that 

ersians aleo are to pay their taxes into the Itussian bunk throng the consulate. ‘The 
samo official has annoiinced that he will shortly rovise method of taxation, At Ardebil 
Russian consul is also’ meddling in collection of taxes from Persians, 





(26792) No, 172. 


Mp. Howard to Sir Edward Grey,—(Recwived Juno 15.) 


(No, 85. Confidential. 
Sir, 

Stockholm, June 6; 1914, 
sqagtEEGRRING (0 ny, despatch No,72 of tho 1218 May, respecting tho Swedish 
Ren larmerie officers in Persia, I have the honour to inform you, that I saw Herr 
Wallenborg yesterday and made 4 communication to his Wxcelleney in the sense of the 
instructions which you gaye mo verbally at the Foreign Office on the 21st ultimo, 
cond zeply to the question asked: by Herr Walleuberg a8 to whether His Majesty's 
Government appreciated the work done by tho Swedes in Persia (seo my despateh 
slove refered to), told hip Excellency that His Majesty's Govarimont tea adiated 
the fine military qualities dispoyed by the Swedes, and appre ‘ated! their efforts for the 
the rostablishuent of order in Potwa: At the:sine ima ou considered it uly fair 
ss right, both to the Swodish gendarmerie nnd to the Swedish Government, to commu- 
cate confidentially to his Uxcellenoy the views of His Majesty's Government ow the 
present situation in Persia, 


[1684] 3R 
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Majesty's Government 
the Swedes in their 
financial position of 
numbers, Actually 




































est_policy r 
Porsian Government. could offer could only 

T said T believed that His 
such « loan, but that there 
no doubt impossible 








to negotiate one, 

Fee Gag then the financial situation, His Majesty's Govornment cout not, I 
said manme the responsibility of urging or even advising; moro Swedish officers to 
join tho ondarmerio, or, indeed, to advise those whose contracts had expired to renow 
them, 
Tarr Wallenberg said he supposed that thoso officers who bad stil’ to serve some 
time mr owdler (9 finish their contracts ought to do so, Tt would not be correct for them 
tim rn orators the. contracts were out. I replied that this was no donbt the esse, 
Rong it wae no wee disguising the fact that the financial situation was such that 
von these officers might find themselves in difficaltios, aes 

poets ore Wallenberg. seamed to wieh to. know whet, plans. His Majesty's Govern. 
noni tad far Parsi in cane of tho withdxawal of the gendarmerie, T said you bad giver 
sae nt of what was proposed, aud T did not believe His Majesty's Government had 
yet arrived nt nny decision. Tt soemed,, however, cleat that, they: would havo’ to 
et dot what steps contd bo taken witha view to securing British interests 8 Southern 
Soe rt atralo situation was a: very difficult. amd complicated. one, and it was 
imporsible to forgsee what would eventually be dou. 

ont Wallenborg thanked me for the communication, aud asked whether the fact 
of itn being confidential précluded his talking it over with the Prime Minister, to which 
Treplied that it did not, ¥ : 

viet oar adl rather perturbed by the news, especially because, as’ he eaid, more 
Swedish officers wore’ just on. tho point of mnking contracts to entet the Persian 
ifondarmerie, As L loft he said enigesatically : Well, at least T know now a good deal 


Thave, &. 
ESME HOWARD. 




























































more than I did when you eume in.” 
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‘neutral zones can testify to the great improvement effected in course of the last two 


yest 

T said that “Times ” cannot be considered as an inspired To thi 
was hd i they be ut that rg it Benn aot in eullig 
oon a ope Ji> opinion in England. Swedes are also much discouraged 











(26804) No. 174. 

eee Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 15.) 

No, 177, 

(Telegraphic) Tehran, June 15, 1914, 


NIZAM- }-SULTANEH is leaving in two days for his t as Goyernor-Gi i 
at Burajird, where his presouce is urgently needed in order Tri tecae ane eel 
Tenolt of the salutary impression made upon the Lure by the operations. of tho 
Rees ate nen oueaby ag a 9 position on the road to Khoremabad. 
ny. chit riendly. tribes are reported to hay i ii 
eidtainl aataua Biyeur anne miakinn Me sptopemn bo sate ee 
Trogret to ray that Nizam has not mado. favourable. impression. on ane, He 
appears to me fortive and unreliable, and hos delayed his departure on all sonia of 
tHansparent excuses, the real reason being hh desire to settle certain private financial 
matte before leaving 
He professes a firm belief that he will be able toarrange matters for the railws 
survoy party and gradually restore order, bit I ann afraid Rie cutisdsaall prove 
old-fashioned ‘and that his plan of campaign will be specially directed towards fillin, 
his own pockets, We have, fortunately, a hold on him through the Imperial Bank of 
Reina oth Shaikh of Nobammort hrotigh his pocket, which appears to be very 
ts 





(26582) No. 175. 
Sir B ie W 
a 12), ir Baward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
‘elegraphic. Foreign Office, J }, 1914, 
"FOUR despatch No. 168 of 28ih May: Parsian mee feats 


Lthink ft would serve no. good! purpose to communicat i 
mods hist vould sere no good communicate complaints of Swvodish 
Colonel Uggla, the superior officer on tho spot, has beow given all tho information, 
ond yo need do no more é 
Porsian Governmont ask for further financial assistance for gondarmert 
can point ont how dilfical itis for His Majesty's Government to give Sauber seaisuoy 
for gendarmerie in Fara in view of what has happened, 























267981 N6.173, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received June 15.) 
(No. 176. 
(ieioge NA ‘Tehran, Juno 15, 1914. 
P ERSTA jsters are greatly distressed by telegraphic reports received to the 





affect funk“ Tias” has published statement that the gendarmerie has been proved 
fleck tant Tat Persian question requires early reconsideration, This telegram is he 
sat a et voday, and three Cabinet Ministers, one the Prime: Manistes, have 
ta oa fete that public will now Mespais of the situation if an organ which is 
open oo juapired, write n such a strain. at. moment when, Russian. SaRFessiO8 
yet te voualy fot in the north. Gendarmerie is, Persia's only elective [éroup 
1 ein rior vo-day, it represented, aud it is feared that force's prestige will be 
canaly affected iF che statement is allowed to stand uncorrected. 

oe atthe situation will show tat the gendormerie,in spite of many apparent 
Shore ee Mis not been a failure, and that, on the contrary, much bs, bean dont 
Sao rae trogress snade in spite of countless dificulties. “ALL ae not 30 88 Tt should 
a ere Dime yellor in Porsia who has frequented) the roads through northern and 






















(26789) No. 176. 
Sir Bai ‘to Sir W. / 
Feri ir Rdward Gray to Sir W. oionley. 


(Telographic.) Foroign Ofiee, June 16, 1 
YOUR tologram No, 176 of 16th'Jano: Porsian ae eee a 
His Majesty's Goveramoat aro in no way reaponsible for this article ot for opinions 
expromod in di Tne” nor in they cornet sttenetts of opinion in that or any 
her paper. 








(24438) No. 177. 


Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorif. 
WIDH-referoace to\the memorandum loft by ML de Etter at tho Foreign Offies on 


ne ‘Sth May last, in which His Majesty’s Government wore jinyited to urge the Persian: 
jovernment to grant to Akbar Mirza aud the Russian Bank at ‘Tehran « concession for 
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the Kor Kunen irrigation scheme, it appears desirable to explain the views of His 
Majesty's Government on the subject. 
Whe main facts of the case may be summarised as follows: — 


In 1918 certain notables of Tspahan disenssed the question of diverting the head 
waters of the Karun into tho Zendeh Rud for irrigation purposes, and eventually 
applied to a British firm for un engineer to advise on the question. The Russian 
constl at Ispahan, however, informed the originators of the scheme. that the Russian 
Government viewed the enterprise with no favour, and warmed them that if eer the 
soliemo wore to be carried out the Russians-would do so themselves. 

Subsequently the Russian Minister at. Tehran applied to Six W. Townley for bis 
support to secure the concession for ‘Akbar Mirza and the Russian Bank. ‘The work 
was estimated to cost 200,0001., of which the Prince was to obtain among Persians as 
Inuch as he could, ond the Russian Bank would make up the difference, 

‘A euggestion that British participation should be inyited was rejected by Akbar 
Mirza on the ground that the Russian Banke would never-hear of such a proposal. 

M. Korostovatz told Sir W. ‘Townley that if His Majesty’s Government opposed 
the schemo he would not support it; subsequently he admitted that the project was 
Strongly supported by the Russian Government ; that Akbar Mirza had really litle 
or nothing to do with it; and that, to all intents. and purposes it was a Kussisn 
Government enterprise, for which ho himself was scoking the concession. He added 
that he considered the widertaking to lave small chance of proving a financinl success. 





‘Tho altitude of His Majesty's Government in regard to, this subject must be 
juided by the following considerations — 


‘The Bakhtiari Khans—with whom they hove maintained friendly and intimate 
relations for wellnigh o contury—have protested to the Persian Government against 
the scheme on the ground that the water in question is used for the irrigation of the 
Summer pastures of thir tribesmen, which sould become parched and useless were 
tho waters divertell to tho Zendeh’ Rud. His Majesty's Government could not view 
fn enterprise of such «nature in Bakhtiaristan: with equanimity, and they are, more- 
over, vitally interested in the navigation of the Karun, the commerce on which might 
he seriously affected by any diminution of the waters of that river. 

While, therefore; His Majesty's Government have remained neutral ont of. a 
sincere desire to nvoid, if possible, offering opposition to any scheme of a commercial 
Gharactor which the Ruasian Governmont haye favoured, they could not afford their 
active support in the neutral sphere to an enterpriso which they believe might, and 
probably vould, for the ‘abovementioned reasous, lead to considerable inconvenience 
and unrest. 


Foreign Office, June 16, 1914. 











(27040) No. 178. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Ns 120)) 


'Telegraphic,) Foreign Office, June 18, 1914, 
OUR telegram No, 161 of 27th May: Assurances to Soulet and Kayam, 

Tt is undesirable that His Majesty's Government should be, committed in any 
formal and permanent manner to support Soulet, whose alliance with Kavam appears 
from your telegram No. 166 of 4th June to be of doubtful duration, ; 

T cannot, however, judge: question at this distance. If you consider, after 
consiltation with O’Conndr, that some assurances ate desirable, you may give them in 
forms suggested by Government of India in their telegram of 11th June, which will 
‘he repeated to you, 











(25231) No. 179. 


_Roreiqn Office to Treamiry. 
Foreign Office, June 18, 1914. 


Sir, x 
SECRETARY Sir Edward Grey has for some time been engaged in strong 
representations to the Persian Goyerament that they should cancel an extensive 


(Confidential,) 








































249 


tmining concession on the mainland and islands in| the vicinity of Bunder Abbas, at 
present irregularly held by the Moin-ut-Dujjar, an exceedingly wealthy Persian, who 
nth past as boon Bitter opponent of Brits interests inthe Persian Cult 
is unnecessary to explain the details of this long and complicated i 
beyond observing that the Moin’s wealth gives him great nea enh the livia 
ey pee Persian Government, while on the other hand Sir 8. Grey would’ be 
reluctant to use active pressure to secure acceptance of the demand: is Maj 
Government, fully justified though he He es to be. ee eae 
_A possible solution has, however, heen mooted by the Persian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, namely that certain of the islands should be leased by the Persian Governinent 
to His Majesty’s Government for a term of years, and J am directed to transmit to, you 
see fe pas bea ee oe Sea rear of His Majesty's Treasury, 
rases of telegrains from His Majesty's Minister at. Teh 2 
the ta ‘Office and Admiralty on the abject pie nitpandia ie 
© correspondence shows that there is a consensus of opinion in favour of 
renting the islands not only on commorcial grounds, but thi Ace 
of the grave political and strategical Pamiediorimeshak one Seat 
___The Government of India have expressed the opinion—which the Marquess of 
Crewe shares—that the acquisition of the five islands on Jease for 25,0001, per annum 
would be reasonable, and that it would be worth tho payment of even’ 50,0001. if 
necessary; and the: Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to accept halt 
tho annual rent as a charge on Indian revenues, 
eee ae Commaaaesiea gS Be aoe Sr moreover, consider that the oil 
royalties and other revenues dorivable from the islands would ii ili 
suffice to cover the whole outlay on rent, eae a nes 
In view of these facts, and having regard’ to the probability that: if, the, Porsian 
Government become aware of the potentiality of ofl exploitation on Kishin island the 
price would at once be raised, Sir B Grey has instructed Sir W. ‘Pownley in a telegram, 
of which a copy is enclosed herein,t to open disoussions with the Persian Government 
on the subject. 
am in these circumstances to expressithe hope that, in view of the) Imperial 
interests involved and tho favourable opportunity offered, their Lordships will Haina 
as a charge on Imperial funds the exponditure required to. meet. a molety of the rent 
which it may be necessary to pay for the lense of the islands 1p to a maximum of 
50,0000. per annum. 
In view of the urgency of the question, T am to request the fayour of an 
early reply. 


































































Tam, ke. 
EYRE A, CROWE, 





(27725) No, 180. 


Sir W. Lownley to Sir He hel i 
ety wy to Sir Bdtoard Grey.— (Received June 19.) 

‘slographic.) Tehran, June 19, 1914. 

YOUR telogram No, 4 to Stockholm of 18th June. d = 
sent tie Swedish Government persist in ther intention to eel the military mission 
lent to Persia for the purpose of organising a gendarmerie, wo shall find “ourselves 
hiere in a precarious and almost desperato situation at a moment when the young Shah 
is about to ascend the throne, 

Thad yesterday most satisfactory proofs that the Shah and some of the mok 
uulightened of his entourage are fully conscious of the ouerous duties which avait Hig 
Majesty, and that he aud Is younger advisors, amongst tho ablest of whom is a on of 
the Inte Mozaffer-ed-Din Shah, have been disoussing serionsly and intelligently the 
‘qualities of the various publio men best auited to form a Cabinet after the Coronation. 
inp LMas ot aware till yesterday that tho Shah was taking, auch. serious intrest in 
the foture of his country. Porgone who ave been brought into eontaet with him 
ley, including my wife on or return from Burope, have Deen struck with the 
suarked advange in him from a fat shy boy to a thinking youtl. He also now speaks 
rench fluently, and: does not require the services of an interpreter. 

































107, Telegreptie, April 17; due, No, 136, Tetograpio May 95 Tada Oe, 
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T gathoted that Shah does not mean to be swayed by tho advice of men like 
Kainron Mirza ond the old reactionary party. It would be hard if a boy sovereign 
wwho shows promise should be confronted by such a situstion.ss would be created by 
the withdrawal of the Swedes. Who, and what, is to take their place, and how. are 
the 7,000 gendaniea who would be left without, officers to.be centrolled ® British: 
Officers would certainly be as distasteful to Persia as Russians, and 1am convinced 
that they could only, be imposed on Persia by: some drustio measure such as an 
ultimatum or a bribe in the shape of money to finance the administration. | ‘Treasurer 
General has often told me that he would go if the Swedes do, as his udministration 
auld no more work with British officers than with Russias. 

‘Tavould bog once mote to pice on record my firm ‘conviction that the Swedes 
con yet sceeed tka fair chance is given them, and if they-are genuinely supported. 


‘They have faults, but they have dane good yeoiian werk. All impartial persons capable 
of judging the situation are nonnimons in their praise of the result achioved when 
viewed a8 a whole. ‘Tha only alternative, unleas it is proposed to let. Persia again make 
a tin! of governing herself by her old methods, is British officers in the south and 
Rmasiana inthe north. Such an arrangement would lead to partition in. some form, 
Which, in addition to many other drawbacks. would eventually prove mnich more costly 
to British taxpayer than & fow hundred thousand pounds, advanced to Persia ata 
‘rermunerative rate of interest. 





(27744) No. 181. 
Sin W. Pownley to Sir Haward Girey.—(Rectived June 19.) 


(No, 182, Confidential.) 
ielographic.) Tehran, June 19, 1914 
‘OUR telogram No, 118 of 10th June. 

Thava not opened negotiations on the qitestion: of the islands becauea it is moat 
iinprobable that the Persian Goverment would take any. sue proposals into cone 
Adoration at the pregonb moment. Tho Cabinet ie much divided, all its members being 
Tenwuod against Minister for Foreign Affairs, who threatens almost daily: to résign. 
‘Alvaro ogreed that to new: proposals stall be discussed bofore the coronation. 

do not think that n proposal based upon sommercial considerations would moet 
with any approval, Such s scheme as the one suggested coulil only succeed if the 
Goveruuent could thorohy. seo a woy to alsing. & lange, sum of money, at lest 
1,000,002, wpon the security of the xent paid by Bis Majesty's Goyornment 

Any'attempt to ndd other conditions would vertainly jeopardise. the negotiations, 


An 
Potentiality of oil on Kishm 15 ely alteady known to the Persian Government, as: 


the arrangements with the oil syndicate, as laid before Parliament, have reached 
‘Tehran, whore.the-mattor has causdd considerable comment in the press: 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





(27726), No, 182 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W, Toronley. 

(No. 131,)) 
Telegraphic), Foreign: Office, June 19, 1914. 

YOUR, telegram No. 181 of 19th June. 

appreciate fully your views, and only rogret that after two years” trial: Lcannot 
fealithit confidence in'the capacity of the Swedes effectively: to. restore and’ preserve 
‘order on the southorn/trade route which alone would justify His Majesty's Government 
in continuing to subsidise a Government whicli appears to. make no effort to meet its 


liability in xespect ta.its most pressing, financial responsibilities,. 
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‘No, 183. 
Mr. Howard to Sir Hdward Gréy—(Recoioed June 20.) 


un gendarmerie, Stockholm; June 19, 1914. 


I communicated to the 


ais i 
at His: Majesty's 
ernmeitt 5 Ve prosiso nat 

service required of then ‘ott seamed capacity in which Lp cuonla ara 

a in ari c i it 
Eg Sul an arrangement could thon bo communicated to the Svein 
© question hiad been discussed with the King of Sweden to-d ime i 
xcllancy, and it will, unl thre is way forts Edamaniesign Oe SoHE UI 
cided on Saturday next. In this cise it would probalily be-decided to send ont 0 
more offeers, but to allow the offcors now wudes dontnic to, nish thai esutrats, 
provided thatthe Persian Government felled Uisie shore by rexular poy 86. f 
sey S28 His. Majesty's Government ished to alzoupn tho matter with ths 
Russian Governinant us suggested by the, Minixes for Foreign AMfairy, tho Swedish 
javernment would postpone immediate notion, All that had heen doite a0 far was! t0 


stop nov ofiears from going ont. I thanked his, Eseellenty for this freudly come 


(27234) No. 184. 
Foreign Office to Treanurye 


(Confidential) 
in t Popejgn Office, J 
_,__ {Na lotr from this Department of the 16th Februnny, is eeolty Si ero 
Grey urged the Lants, Commissioners of His Majesiy'a canary, for reason. thavein 
sel forth, to agree to.ndyance in equal’ moieties with the Government of India sum 
‘of 100,001. to be devoted by. the Persiin Government 10 the maintananoo’of the 
joudurmorio forco, under Swedish officers, intended 10 ro-eatablish order in ‘those 
istticts of Southern Persia where British. interests were principally” involved. ‘Thoir 
Torilships' sanction was conveyed in tho ‘Pressury lotter of tho 27th of that months 
i Poss a dat, bowerey a series of grave incident aud she continued dibonda 
= ien ital i ts jinced Si 
‘herpes founded on the fore in eS OL ee 
8 same time the ‘Swedish Government havo annguneed their intenti 
seal he San fies othe gna any of whom ld sonteacla tial aro 
Tn view of thes facts Sir E. Grey: is considering, in, consultati 
Marquess of Croyre, what possible alternative system OF Seatn ga oval Neen i 
the mintonance of order on the southara trade routes fe david, 


- f in\Council shares thia viow of the situation, 
is prepared to sanction one-half of an immediate advance of 50,0001. to the sities 
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Government, to be met from Tndian funds, to tide over the critical period. ‘The miitter 
is of pressing importance, and in these circumstances I am to express Sir B. Grey's 
earnest hope thnt, without waiting for the definite docision of His Majesty's Government 
as to the necessity of preventing, by means of such a temporary advance, the’ total 
collapse of the Persian gendarmerie organisation, their Lordships will now authorise 
in principle a contribution of 25,000L from Imperial fands for this purpose, should it 
appear on full consideration to be imperative to have recourse to this expedient as the 
only means of avoiding serious catastrophe. 
Tam, &. 
EYRE A. CROWE. 





(27927) No. 185. 


ao, 158) 2° Beaman to Sir Hateard Grey. — (Received Tine 21.) 

0, 198, 

MN hie) St. Petersburgh Trine 21, 1914. 
YOUR despatch No. 217. 

‘The Ministor for Noreign Affairs, with whom Thad a conversation this afternoon, 
had not yet received aide-mémoire from the Russian Ambassadot, I therefore read to 
him its more important passazos and gave him w copy. 

Ho contended. that our reports of Russinn action were greatly exaggerated, 
but reccived all that I said in very friendly spirit. On my reading the passage 
about ‘collection of taxes he protested’ that we vere accusing Russia unjustly, 
as sho was but doing what she had beon asked to do by the Treasurer-General, “f 
reminded him of what Thad said to him in provious conversations on this subject, and 
added that Mornard’s action hnd ‘heen disavowed by the Persian Governments 
Minister for Foreign Affairs replied that, if the Persian Governmont. disapproved of 

ho bad done, they ought to dismiss him, and that it was only owing to the action 
of tho Russian consuls. that any taxes were paid ot all. I said that a aystem under 
which taxes were collected without any account being rendered could not be tolerated 
by any Government. Fitinlly, his Excellency authorised me to tell you that he would 
give orders that it was to bo discontinued, On his Excellency remarking that this was 
the only really serious complaint that’ we could make against Russian action, I told hin 
that we word not making complaints but recording wotual facts. ‘The whole of 
Norther Persia waa being governed as a Russian. province, the Persian Governors. were 
boing converted into Russian officials, and this system was being extended to 
Tspahan and the neutral zone, Land was being illegally noquired and given 
to Rusoian ‘subjects, and numbers of Porsinns were beiug made Russian -pro- 
tected subjects. “His Excollenoy declared. ho would never consent to. the appointment 
of Porsian Governors who intrigued igninst Russia in provinces where Russian intorests 
were predominant, We did not, he udded, allow this in the south. I replied that, 
though, wo used our influence to secure the appointment of Governors who would 
maintain order, we did not) as Russia was doing, govern the southorn provinces through 
our consuls, but, tried to assist the Persian Government to carry on the Administration 


through their own appointed agents. 
pp 80) 
h 


hn my reading the passage referring to measures which His Majesty's Government 
might have to adopt to secure: their stritegical land political interesta in the British 
sphere and the Porsian Gulf, his Bxcellenoy said that we wore at liberty to take 
whatever meusutes we liked. As regarded the penetration of Russian trade into the 
neutral zone, he remarked that wo were trying to secure our share by the projected 
mining concession, He said nothing about the oil concession, which has been. made 
tho subject of a violent attack in thé “"Novoe Vremya.” He again suggested that we 
should enlarge onr sphere by: incorporating part of the neutral zone, 

In conclusion his Exeellency begged mo to assure you that his one desire was to 
maintain the closest possible relations with His Majeaty’s Government and that he 
Would not Jet Persia stand in the way. He had heard that relations between the 
British ond Russian Ministers at ‘Tehran were not as ood as they tised to be, and he 
was quite roady to recall M. Korostoveta if you thought that hie doing so would 
facilitate matters. I thanked his Excellenoy for his friendly attitude aud eaid. that, I 
had not been instructed to wake any complaint against the Russian Minister, We did 
not, moreover, wish to challengo Russia's predominant position in the north, but this 
position could quite well be maintained without the principle of Persian independence 
heing violated by consuls acting as if it was a Russian province. 


258 


T am to seo Minister for Foreign Afairs again on Tuesday, and shall probably 
have sn audience with the Emperor on Wednesday, 

Tnoties inthe Viesroy’s telegram of 11th June that his Bxosllency speaks of the 
necessity of our preservitig our commercial and political ‘predominance in tho neutral 
and British spheres. Ido not seo on what-we can aso claim to. such predomin- 
ance in the former without a revision of the 1907 agreement, but I feel very strongly 
that, unless we come to some arrangemont as to'what we and Tussin may xempedtively 
do inthe neutral sphere, we shall have ondless trouble in the future, Af oulargoment 
of oar present sphere does not necessarily entail auy military obligation, while the 
important interests which wo are now acquiring in the oil concession thay force. 1s one 
day to take messures for their protection, whether they are situated within or without 
our sphere, 


(27928) No, 186, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bavoard Grey.—(Recoived June 22.) 
Re, 183,) 


Telegraphic.) Teliran, June 2 

MY telegrain No. 181 of 19th: June. 

Although not authorised to do so, I/deemed it advisable to. yanw Miniter for 
Forvign Affairs last night of the fuct that, unless the Persiim Govermment, could 

aranteo the regular payment of gendarmerie budget, there is a graye danger that the 
Evvedish Mission wll bo vocaled. “t tald his xcelency von y confidentially of tho step 
the Swedish Government: appoared disposed to take in this direction. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs was much disturbed, and sid ho had ongly unged 
the Cabinet to grent the Kerman mining: concession in order to seguro funds for the 
immediate requirements of tho gendarmerie, but that certain Ministers hesitated, 
although Ali-es-Sultanch and Arfued-Dowleh supported him, J) replied that His 
Majesty's Government. were not disposed to furnish further funds, as it did not appear 
sufficiently well established that the Persion Governmont. had really done thein uumost 
to mako proper provision for the financial neods of this most essential force, : 

Tn roply. to. question from his Hxcellancy as to whothor if tho Kernan concession 
were granted, T could bold. out any hopes. of the long-anticipated lurgo:loan being 
forthcoming, I replied that this would only be possible in tha event of Persia 
secepting a Commission of Control, whiclt would. supervise both the collection and the 
distribution of revenue, Ididnotiknow, added, if the money would, be fortheoining 
even under such conditions. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs then asked whether I bad had any. reply-abont the 

niestion of leasing tho islands in the Gulf, I replied in the allemative, and stid that 
tho most His Majesty's Goverament could afer vould. bo 38,0001 for Risto, Honjam, 
Tarak, Hormugz, and Sheikh Shiaib f ; 

His Exoelloncy’s face fell, and he exclaimed that this would mean little more than 
the islands produce at present, and that. he believed that an offer of 1,000,000L, to 
bay Hormus alone froma British syndicato, had already boon refused, I replied that 
tho syndicate would have lost money, sinco T understood that oxide mines only produced 
about 11,0001, a year, of which 75 per cent. goes to the Persian Government, and that 
the supply is probably not inexhaustible, f by 

Tt is not clear from the telegram from Government of India what value is placed 
n the islands, but it appears to mo evident that nothing under 100,000%, per ¢nuumn 
srould tempt the. Persian Government. Minister for Foreign’ Affairs said ho. would 
submit the matter to his collesguos, but felt convincett that the proposal would not be 
listened to, Ho seamed to be very. disappointed. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to India.) 





{1esq] 
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128181) No. 187. 
Captain Wilson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 23.) 


(No, 10. 
se i Camp Bawisi, May 18, 1914. 
THAVE the honow® to enclose, for your information, « copy of a despatch No. 34, 
dated tho 18th May, which I have addressed to His Majesty's Anibassador at Con- 
stantinople deseribing the proceedings of this Commission from the 26th April to date. 
Thave, &e, 
WILSON, 
Captitin, IAs, British Deputy-Commissioner, 
‘Durco-Persian Frontior Commission. 


Enclosure in No. 187. 
Captuin Wilson to Sir I, Mallet. 


Camp Bavwisi, May 18, 1914. 

IN continnation of my despatch No. 28, dated the 26th April, T have the Lonour 
to submit, for: your Excellency’s information, tho following further report upon tho 
proceedings of tha Commission subsequent to that dato :— 


2. Ttwae not until the 7th May that tho Commission held its first meeting at 
KosriShirin, M, Minoréky, who reacled Kusr from Khunikin on the Ist May, 
declared himself quite unable to'recommence work without another week's holiday, 
which he spent touring in the hills some 20 miles cast of Zohab; he left his deputy 
to topresent him, but it wns not till the 6th May that the latter returned from, Bagdad, 
anda meeting fixed for that day had to be postponed owing to the alleged indisposition 
of the Turkish commissioner, ks 

8, Our lengthy halt at Kase was not, however, without substontial advantages, as 
it enabled the British technical officers, who alone haye the equipment and ability 
necessary for any sarions topographical work, to trisugulate very thoroughly north 
vwards £6 near Avromany whilet our surveyors were occupied in propering a detailed 
map of the whole of the transferred territories between the Sirwan (Diala) River and 
the houndary- ay now fixed. Z 4 n 

4, Jn-pursaance of the reciprocal arrangements with M. Minorsky, foreshadowed 
in Mr. Wratislaw's despatch No. 1 to the Foreign Office, dated the 5th August, 1023, 
and Constantinople telegram No. 429 of the 23rd August, 1913, the Indian cavalry 
euoort of this Commission was reduced from thirty to twenty, ten men being sent back 
to India vid Bagdad. ‘The survey party was also somewhat reduced in numbers, 
though not to the ‘extent originally agreed upon between Mr. Wratislaw and 
M, Minoraky at Mohammerah; the latter having been unable to apes with his 
Government for any addition to his exiguous snd. none foo efficiont staff af topogra- 
phere, and it being clear that without them the work of the Commission would 
come to a standatill, it was inevitable that they should nccompany the Commission, at 
all events as far as Bane. 

5. Betwveon the 7th and 11th Moy the fronticr was) delimitated satisfactorily from 
the Blvend River to Tong-i-Hammani on the Kuretu stream, though not without a 
good deal of animated discussion, due to the vagueness of the description of the 
frontier in the protocol. ‘The village of Kurata was awarded, by consent, to Persia. 

6. ‘The British Commission, leaving Kasr-i-Shirin on the Lith, reached Mamishan 
on the 12th, travelling vii the Zohab and Sargaleh plains, and, by the time the other 
Commissions had arrived on the 15th, our technical officers had “a series of detailed 
maps ready for exhibition, showing the precise watershed along the'range of hills from 
‘Tang-i-Hammam ‘to Shawaldir and of the Abbasan Valley as far‘as Harshal. With 
these maps before them the commissioners had no difficulty on the following day in 
agreeing upon the frontier from /Tang-i-Hammam to the top of the Bamu mountain, 
and sub-commissions were appointed to erect the. Caen undary- pillars. 

eters being some donbt ae ta thatpeat way ot reaching tie Siriran: iver from 
Mamishan, Lieutenant-Colowel Ryder loft us on the 14th, accompanied by a surveyor, 
in order to prepare a detailed map of the section of the frontier between Bamu and 
the Sirwan River, and to report River the track near this part of the frontier was 
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suitable for a lange ciravan. A favourable report having been reveived from it, the 
Commission decided to leave Mamishan on the 19th for the Shrwan by thie route, 


8. Ata seance held this njorning a further section of the frontier up to Iatitude 35° 
was agreed upon, the trace beg identical with that described in’ the protocol. 


In order to saye/time I am forwarding a copy of this despatch direct to His 
Majesty’a Foreign Office, 3 af ae 
Thave, Se. 
WILSON, 


Captain, 1.A,, British Doputy-Comniseioner, 
Turoo-Persian Rrontier Commission. 





(28134) No. 188, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdtard Grey.—(Revojved June 28.) 


St, Petoraburghi, June 20, 1014. 

“ Novoe Vremya,”” in its issue of to-day, publishes «leading artiola entitled 
““Anglo-Persian Naphihi.” ‘The artiole commences by stating that th greater part of 
the shares of the Anglo-Persian Company have been bought hy the British Govorn- 
ment for a sum of 2,000,0002., and says that in this maunér the company becomes an 
organ of British Governtuent muthority on Persinn territory. ‘hw " Novoe Vremyn”” 
romarks on the exclusive position and) privileges possesied) by tho company, and 
mentions that the area of ‘the concession is almost four tines as large of the whole of 
the United Kingdom, and is sitnated not only in the British wphero of influence as 
demarcated: by the Anglo-Rugsinn Agroemont of 1907, Int lao partly in the nentral 
zone. ‘Tho “Novoe Veemya” says that the richest’ petroliferous arenas are in. the 
rental zone; and adds thot the prirohaes by the Beis Governont of Uo mhates of 
the Anglo-Persian Company has extended British influence’ far beyond the Hinits of 
the region assigned fo it by the agreement of 1907, anid lies estublishod it for tho most 
part in the neutral zone, 

The article continues as follows: “By the action of the House of Commons in 
buying up the Anglo-Porsian Company the noutral zona is abolished, and tho region of 
exclusive British indiience is advanced right up to the Kermanshah-Ispahan-Youd 
Tine. ‘Thus nothing retains of the 1907 agresment beyond a pioce of waste paper.” 

‘The “Novos Vremya” then gives details of the conditions of the conovsijon, andl 
violently attacks Russian diplomacy, “which stands in the position, of the natural: 
guardinn of Persia," for having failed to prevent the, ‘spoliation of Perain by impudent 
robbers of her rights to her'own petruliferona areas.’ Tho British Government, in 
concluding the deal by which: the oil treasure of Persia became their proporty tox 
forty-five years, had lost sight of the letter and spirit ax woll ag the gence and ain of 
the agreement of 1907.» ‘The ““Noyob Vromya" then attacks you, Sir, and says that 
you spoke about the interests of England in Sonthern Persia ag if no agreement 
between Russia and Hogland existed, and it drawa special attention to what it calla the 
curious character of ‘your remarks respecting the daty of the British Goyermment to 
see that British trade’ shall not suffer from the adyance of Russian commerce into the 
south, and of your statement that this deal by the British Government increases their 
obligations respecting the protection of the trade routes. ‘Che\ Novoo Vremya” aay 
that your statements in fact mean that England, in reply to the advance of Russit 
merchants into Southern Persia and into the sphere of British influence, has the ae 
to advance. egal into the neutral zone, and that, in case of need, she will send hor 
troops to protect the trade routes: ‘The "Novoo Vremya” considers that those state 
menta are the result of the recent decision of the Duma to subsidise a Rustin 
steamship company ranning to ports on the Persian Gulf—ports which are open to 
international trade and in which the appearance of some half-dozen yossols will not 
change the situation by one hair, In any case there was no similarity hotween 
participation in a trade open to all competitors and the seizure aud monopoly of all the 
naphtha springs in the neutral zone. “Under theso circumstances,” the "Novos 
Viemyn " conchides, “Sit Edward Grey's references to a mythical advange of Russian 
cotnmerce into Southern Persin cannot convince anyone, and Great, Britain's netion in 
roply is impossible of justification. ‘The British Minister for oroign Allure aoknov- 
Jedges that tho purchase of the Anglo-Persian Company complicates the position 
because it may compel England to introduce British troops into the nentral zone’ for 
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the defence of British interests, In other words, he scknowledges that the deal 
threatens the provisions of the agreement of 1907, which it entirely ignores.” 

"Tho “Rech,” in an orticle on your recent statements in the House of Commons on 
‘Anglo-Rnssian felations, alao devotes a few lines to the purchase by His Majesty's 
Government of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company shares, which may, it Says, give rise to 
friction betwoen the two countries, From the fact of your having expressed your 
conviction that Anglo-Russian relations nré now 80 friendly as to’ ensure the speedy 
romoval of any friction whioli may arise, the “Rech” deduces that you do not intend 
to go beyond the provisions of the 1007 agreement or to allow the purcbase, of 
the company’s shares to prejudice Rossian interests as safeguarded by that 
instrament. 

T have, &c. 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





[28384] No, 189. 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Fdward Grey.—(Recetved Juns 23.) 
(No, 129) 


(Telegraphic) St, Petersburgh, June 23, 1914. 

MY immediately precoding telegram of 21st Tune, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs could not, seo me toxlay, but I shall see Emperor 
tomorrow, Warmth of reception of British squadron has unfortunately been some~ 
what marred by imfavourable comments of newspapers of all: shados respecting 
Aoquisition by His Majesty's Government of intorest in Porsian oil concession, Press 
ananimously treats this stop as so altering the character of the original concession. ws 
Yo constitute infraction of the 1907 agreement and as calculated to cause serious 
friction between tho two countries. Minister for Foreign Afiairs did uot menti 
matter on tho 20th instant, but I presume that he will do eo at our next intery 





(28385) No. 190. 


Sir, Buchanan to Sir Rdward Grey.— (Received June 23.) 

(No. 140.) 

(felegraphic.) R. - 
YOUR despatch No, 187/of 8th April. 
Nota trom AUnister for Foroign(Atfairs states that Russian group, having exchanged 

viows with olber groups on the subject of our memorandum, insist on the removal of 

the vesitetive condition contained in paragraphs 15 and 16:and om tho nocessity of 
plying at onco for option for railway couoossion, leaving all questions in dispute to 
ho eottled within a year of the option being granted. 

Nolo calls atiention to an inscautasy in paragraph 2, and states that the Imperial 
Government have not in view au alignment from ‘Tehran to Ispahan, but the shortest 
alyenment from Tekan 10° Yond, while they would authorise société subsequently to 
Gonnect main lino with town of Ispabnn by a special branch. 


——— 
(28706) No. 191, 

Sir @, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received June 25.) 
a 141) 


Telegraphic) St. Peterabuergh, June 25, 1914. 

PAM. forwarding by messenger report of my yesterday's audience with the 
Emperor, and of two further convorsations which I have had with Minister for 
Voreign Affairs. 

‘IL is too long to telegtaph. 

The Emperor's attitude was most friendly and conciliatory, and something will, 
T think, be done to control actions of consuls and to remedy the abuses of the system 
‘mdor which taxon pre nt present oollected, Minister for Foreign Affairs hes promised 
vey written reply to our memorandim shortly. ‘The neutral zone will, I fear, present 
the greatest diftculty, Both Emperor and Miuistar for Foreign Affairs auvocate its 
‘partition. 


St. Petereburgh, June 23, 1914. 
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(28760) ‘No. 192, 


Oe) Sir Edvard Grey to Sir G, Buchanan, 
aie Foreign O fice, Ti 

nd OE, romorked to Russian Ambassador thatthe ped Faecal ta be 
Geer aboat, the Anglo-Persion Oil Agreement, which was not surprising in view 
of ria somo Hash newspaper asl ain aout it. Todo observations on threo 


1, The British Government did not aoqui i id not ‘x 

Reuter hot acquire any rights that did not exist under 

tonstiacae eae cs bse exactly/as they were before the 
aronly new et6piU Mal bitierenreratseoliied in dt I 

Yean of Mri fice {0 he Panna Goverment Epa ae ive 
ve. This T had mention . Sazonof tivo. yea 

aly ae a thing we might have wo doit gendarmerie under oatal Ghose tai Tks 

ides uo speci sete) st the oi consenion then, and T didnot ay ae thine 

coil 601 1 would precipitate this, Tf it i Ys if 

eel with Bush. Shit toa which did-t touch RR eer Ga 

nea Her vss at present no. preapeet that the oil eoneeision vould Tea to: spooal 

tmamares of rotation by. nm ut of cour if itor soything slp regula in axe 

seinlobssppony site neutral zone, inconsistent with the Anglo-Russian 

Hisar Coeicne a of Persia; we should. convule. with 

. The influsnce of the Adiairalty in. tho oil eonieession would -b 

doreloprent int the Russian phen i the eononsion extend 9 oeatahriny 

But on the contrary to inant for atrategia reasons thot. tho fst new developments 

shoal bo, the ead or on the misiand as noar ihe coast ae past andy 


‘You can repeat this to Ministor for Foreign Affaire. 


(27930) No, 193. 


(No. 5) Sir Bikward Gray to Mr. Howard, 


(Teleyeaphic,)” R. Porei 
“ Ree nace ie Foreign Office, Tune 25, 1914, 
ou should tell’ Minister for Foroign Auirs that we ure velioyed that officers now 


in Persia under existin it 
pata reese ig contracts are not to be withdrawn, Woshall do what wo can 


T easinot ony niore tll question’ haw boen disouased with Tussi ‘ 
Govornmonta, and 1. hope. Swedi Se ENE el eg 
igs Unskar ec aeMep Ae Ee 


(Repeated to Tehran, No, 135, and St, Petersburgh, No. 285.) 


(28844) No, 194. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Poreign Ofico, Juno 20, 1914, 


& iphie) 

oar sian No. 135 of 18th Live Fars, 
‘most reluctant to continus tho policy of doles, His Majesty's Gi 

are seal iow of arguments yo hare seb forth t ogres in lst reso 100, Gua 


advance of 50,0001. in order to avoid total collapse of gondarmerie force under Swedis 
officers in Fars and Kerman pendit iderati ie he hepato 
4 ta rate at ae neh De jae onasetedian of what should be the organisation 
muat leave it to your discretion to decide when the critical momont i 
See the offer of this sum to Persinu Government cannot Mitel ree 
1684 U 
au 
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But you will of course not mention it so long as there is a chance of Persisn Govern- 
ment themselves making funds for gendamierie purposes available from other 
sourees. 

(Repeated to St. ‘Petersburgh, No. 286:) 





(29159) No. 195. 


Sir Hadward Grey to Si W. Townley. 
(No, 138.) x 
(Gelegraphic.) Ry .. Foreign Office, Tune 26, 1914. 

RUSSIAN Minister for Foreign Affairs thinks that, in view of strained relations 
Hetweon Shuja-ctlDowleh and Persian Govorninent, and in ordor that elections in 
Axerbajjan may be held as soon as possible, Shuja should bo replaced by some official 
who knows local conditions, has necessary authority, and can be trusted by Russian 
Government, 

Ttiedian Ministor for Foreign Affairs has reesived favourable reports of Sardar 
Roshid, ex-Governot of Ardebil, who is popular in Averbaijan, and whom his Excellency 
rogurds ag only poasitle candidates Nis ; 

Tiussian Minister at Tebran is instructed to proposs this appointment. to Persian 
Gero ‘aud M: Saxonof hopes. you will support your Russian colleague (Bnd 
ot R, 


(Confidential) 
Please telegraph your views. 
(Repeated to Rt, Petersburg, No, 288) 


a 


(27930) No, 196. 


Sir Rdward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan, 
o, 287.) e : 
Teloyraphic.) R, Foreign Ofice, June 26, 1914. 


TOOK HOLM telegram, No, T2 of 1:th Juno, and wy telegrams Nos. 6 of 25th 
Tune to Stockholm and 136 of 26th Juno to’Tehran: Gendarmerie in Fara and Kerman, 

You should inform Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, and asl what his views 
ane 





(28016) No. 197. 
Mr. Howard to Sir Haward Groy.— (Received June 27.) 


No. 91a, Confidential.) 
Sr Btockholm, June 17, 1914. 


AS reported in my telogram No. 11 of yeaturday, Herr Wallenberg spoke to mo 
estesiny on the aikjeccof the Bediah igoitlarmeri fiers in erin Hoanid that 
Afwor ootisideration of what I had told him on the 6th instant (Gos my-despatch No. 85 
of that date) he-and the Prime Minister bad come to the conclusion that it would be 
batter to submit to the King of Sweden immediately on his retiimn from Germany, 
ivhioh will be on the 20th instant, proposal for the withdrawal, as soon a3 this can be 
arranged, of the Swaih: fice serving in the Paria ndurmerie. He said that 


what { had said about the fiuancial situation in Persia had beon confirmed to him from 
different. quarters, He mentioned among bis sources of information a recently retired 
vendurmeric officer (not General Hijalmarson) and the Swedish consul-general at 
Fehran,* who 14, 1 Believe, an Englishman, ‘The latter bns recently been ere, and 
tulkes, ieappears, a very gloomy view of Persian nfains In consequence of this utate 
af thinges said his ycelloney, wid ih view of the fuot that the Swedish offcors in 
Porsia could no longer count either tupon the good-will of Russia or the support-of Great 
Britain in ease of @ financial crisis, there was ho use in their remaining on there: He 
asked ine to let you kuow this so that you tight have! the earliest possible notion of 
tho intentions of the Swedish Government, 


* Ar. Cooper, of the Indo-Burnponn Tulegraph Company.—L. 0, 
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He proposed, he told me in confidence, to) approach the Russian Government: it 
‘order to obtain for the Swediah officers guarantets for the full payment of wums-doe to 
them up to the end) of their service in the country, and the recognition of their ight to 
cancel the remainder of their-contracts. Though he did ot say eo, T concluded that 
Hote Wollaberg, knowing that the Rusten Goverment vould nub bs sorry to see the 
withdrawal of the Swedish officers'ftom Persia, intended to diive w bargain with Russia 
whereby, on condition of their withdrawal, Russia would make herself’ responsible for 
the ae to them of all sums due to them in respect of their secvices in Persia, 
“T fee)” said his Excellency, in explaining this rather sudden résolve, “that wo huve 
enough difficulties and troublesoine, questions to contend withithit are necessary and 
unavoidable, Why-add to these uniiecessnry and avoidable sources of trouble f "Why 
Tso 6 Ei cua GE Ss PURGN EAtprate HID YO ie woli pelt alec bata Oe Aa 
Russia? Hyon though they rink their lives to re-establish order in Persia, Sweden hiss 
no fiterests there, and ax fhe as Sweden is concerned thelr efforts aro. yasted,"" 
cba ae Wallets Seer it Se better to Pe ae 

is lancy con saying that as soon os the King had approved the 
sipnil ck aitoda wal sorhech otatiaal er ePoroud pobetly aoa Uae outee UE et 
‘week, he would let me know. 

ia xellonsy opoko all trough in « pefetly enly tons and without an 
‘appearance of annoyance at the fact that His Mujesty's Govertiment could not aeg their 
way to giving, thyt full aud complete financial support to the Swedish gendarmerie 
which is nevesaney for their inaiiifenance 10 Persia. But he showed me, with n touch of 
feeling, np article from the "Dunes" of Friday, the 12th instant, in whieh he bad 
underlined w passage about. the Swedih gendarinorie oot; having bean'a icon, He 
jd also underlined 1% curious statement: that Persian affairs oontcorned principilly 
Russia und England (and thé Persians); against which ho lind writton “Obs. 
parenthesis.” 

Thave, &o, 

ESM, HOWARD, 


[28917] No. 198, 
Mr. Howard to Sir Baward: Grey. (Received June 27) 


ir, - ‘Stockholm, Juno 22, 1014 

(THE * Tines” article of Bridsy, thé 1ath instant, respecting the situation in 
Persia ond! tho. dbbato in tho House) of Commious, repeating, thy. purse by His 
Majesty's Government of sharog in the) Anglo:Persian Oil Company hns on thy whole 
produced less coniient here than T considering, that the neticle in question 
spoke of the Swedish gendarmerie in niot hiuving been on the whole « success, 

‘Two papers, however, have published remarks ‘on the subjoat, which are worth 
reporting. These aro the ““Afonbladst,” a chauviniat evening, paper which ia, 
however, a sgood deal read, and the leading Liberal moving papox * Goteborgs Handel 
‘Tidning.” ‘The first-named paper, aftar a sunmary of the First Lord of the 
Audmiralty’s statement in the House off jons respeoting the purchijas of the shares 
above referred to, says that it is impossible mob to connect toa ccttain extont this 
aoe with the Times” article of the 12th instant, hended "Tho Approaching Orisié 
in Persia,” = : 

Tt then gives n summary of that artiols With a-textiul trandlation of that part 
which states that, the Swedish gendarmerie eu Thad @ very limited success aud 
discusses the possibility. of « cement of tie Anglostusin apliores and of the 
neutral zone, The "Aftonbladet” then quotes the article of the Guteborgs Handel 
‘Tiduing,” which runs as follows. 


“Boglind consitiérs thnt sho réquires grent oil walle, since her navy fa boing moro 
and more constructed to burn oil instead of cotl. ‘Tharp are large oil wells. in the 
neutral zone in Persia. Nothing oan therefore boioleater thai that « now arrangement 
should be arrived at with Russia through which théso wells should come into maf 
English keeping, 

“The pre would naturally b the handing ovét ofthe whole of Northora Psa 
to Russian Inst for annexation. 

“But in order that a new partition of Persia oan tako plaos with any kind of 
Aesent official excuse, it is necessary that tho: work of the Swedinh officers,’ which his 
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Deun’ up tonow #o warmly priised, should ‘now ‘be criticised’ and described as 
instiooosaful, 

“Phe above interpretation of the ‘Times? article,” continues the “+ ARonbladet” 
45 no doubt correct and foreshadows what will happen in the future, As the “Times? 
is often used oa the speaking trumpet of the Foreign Office in foreign afiuirs, it may be 
concluded there is some connection between the First Lord's apesch and the. alarm 
article in thy ‘Times,’ One thing wey be token as certain,” concludes the Aftonbiadet,” 
“and this is that, the operations of the Swedish gendrmerio in Persia for. the 
establishment of ordor ave 0 Jeoyer quoted so bighly among political cicloain England, 
Deeaiuso, ts it appears, they desire that there should be rather Jess order in Persia than 
‘at present,” 


‘These two newspaper critiques do but give a mild foretaste of the irritation that 
will undoubtedly be caused hiere by any adverse ctitigisine, whether desarved or not, of 
tho operation of the Swedish gendarmerie in Persia, But it must in fairness be 
admitted that the deductions from the “Times” attiole arrived at by the " Giteborgs 
‘Handols Tidning” andthe “ Aftonbladet” are, parhsps, not 90 very surprising consideriny 
that the Swedish gendarmerio have indeed been highly praised up to this moment, ati 
that the note of critioisin only begins to round with tho annouiiceinent of the purchase 
of oil wells in the neutral zoue of Porsia. 

X vontate, therefor, respestlly to mugent tht with a view to, aeanging the 
Swedish gendarmerio question in the most friendly way with the Swedish Government, 
it would be as well that, in so far as this may be possible, adverse criticiams of the 
gperstgns of the gendarmais should be avoided in tho Eogiak papers, and capucially 
the '* Timea” 

Thiavo, &e, 
ESME HOWARD, 





[28918] No. 199. 
Mr, Howard to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 27.) 


(No, 95. Confidential.) 
ir, Stockholm, June 22, 1914, 

AS reported in my telegram No. 12 of the 20th instant, Horr Wallenberg spoke to 
mo on that day with reference to the communicittion respecting the Swedish gendarmerie 
offiogrs in Persia, contained in your telegram No, 4 of the sth June, Hie tveelloney'n 
first question on my entering the roam was * What dosa Sir Edward Grey exactly meat 
by the fret paragraph of hia measgge” Thi waa to the effect tnt, without being 

rrepared to promise money from British sources, you could not urge the Swedial 

jovernmiont, to encourage, new contracta with Swedish officers without satisfying 
themsclyes that the Persian Government would be able to provide sufficient funds for 
officers and for this work, 

Herr Wallenborg said that the Swedish Government had never expected nor asked 
the British Government’ to provide money for the gendarmerie. The contracts of the 
officers were with the Persian Government only. What, ‘therefore, did this mean f 

T explained to Herr Walleuberg that, though, indeed, in theory His polars 
Goyerhment were not and had never been: msible for the payment of the 
gendarmerie, yet in practice it had almost come to their being responsible for their 
regilar payment. 

Herr Wallenberg, accepted this explanation without further comment, He then 
anid that his only desire was to settle thie juestion of the gendarmerie in iin that 
would be satisfactory to Kiigland aud Russia, but for that very reason he wished to 
Know exactly what England and Russia wanted, and. on what footing the Swedish 
officers in’ Persia’ were to stand, With this object in view he suggested that it would 
‘be as well if His Majesty's Goyernment could come to an understanding with the 
Russian Government as.to the precise nature of service required of Swedish officers in 
Persia, as regards the locality in which they should serve and the duration of their 
pore of service, ‘Such an arringement might then be communicated to the Swedish 

Hoverumont, and there wad little doubtthat tt would be agreed ta by them.. ‘The main 
thing in his opinion was to avoid uny conflict or even any, Hiei Rete Cts 
betiveen the Governments: principally concerned on uecount of the gendarmerie. ‘The 
subject had been discumed with the King that morning, continued his Exoollency, and 
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they considered that, while no new officers should be sent out, it would be advisabl 
thar those officers who kad still to Aish part of their eeivies should bo allowed. to 
complete their contracts’ provided that the Parsian Government kept, their side of the 
contmict-as rezards regular payments, &e. No final decision would, however, he taken 
Hl Saturday next, the 27th, “If His Majesty's Government expressed any wish in the 
meantime: to discuss tho. subject with the Russian Government or had any other 
suggestions to make, the Swedish Government would hold over their final decision, 

‘The only action that had besn taken so tor was to stop. proceedings as regards the 
ten or twelve officers who had volunteered to po out to Persia under new contracts, 

‘Wien thanked his xeallqaey, for thin friendly coinanuntcation, in repligd 


“here ix.no need to thank me, Ibis in the interest of Sweden to be on the best, 
of terms with Bugland aid Russia, and that is why T want to setle this autor in 
‘8 manner agreeable to both, For this, howaver, there must be a olear understanding 
as to what: is required of ns. Tam api man ot business and like: atraightforwatd. 
speech, and haye:no wish to play at cache-eache with auyons. It geems to me that the 
time has evidently arrived for a reacrangement in the Anglo-Russian underitanding, sis 

Persia, ‘your Government care to nike nse of the question na to the future 


status of the gendarmerie as a peg on which to hang much a digoussion, it seems to 
tae toibe a good opportunity for dong eo eRe ee . 


Finally, his Excellency told me that the Swedish Government hud up to now treated 
everything that hnd passed betwoon themselves and ius, on'thia wuljeot as confidential, 
and that he had’ not mentioned it to the Russian Minister liero—but Dgathered that 
he would be glad if the Russian Government oanld be informed aa eoon ns possible of 
what was on tho tapis, 
have, &o. 
ESME HOWARD. 





(28912) No, 200. 
Sir D, Mallet to Sir Hdivard Grey.—(Reeoived Tune 27.) 


Constantinople, June. 23, 1014, 
H fa Britih deputy 
comipissionas on. the Tuceo-Persian Frontier Commission, tranamitting copies of the. 
procts-verbaux of the sittings of the Commission Now. s4 to 86, 


Thaye; Ke. 
LOUIS MALLET, 


Enclosure 1 in No. 200, 
Captain Wilaon to Sir L, Mallet. 


Camp Haroivi, May 18, 1914. 
IN continuation of my despatch No, 27; dated the 2th April, Lhaye the honour 
to transmit to your Excellency herewith copies of the procte-verdianar of this Comuntssion’s 
sittings Nos, $4 to 36, 
Thave, ko, 
‘A. T. WILSON. 


Enelosure 2 in No. 200, 
Procte-verbal of Thirty-fourth Mecting of Turco-Persian Prontien Commission, 


SEANCE tenue’ A Kani-Bez Is 23 avril, 1914, sous Is. présidence de M. le 
commissaire ottoman. 

Ptaient présents tous let commissaires. 

Le procta-verbal de la dernidre séauice a été lu eb approve. 

‘On’ a décidé do se rendre sur les linux pour maxquer le poiot distant d'un quart 
A'boure en aval du coniluent du cours d'eau de-Guilan ayes Elvend, 

‘Aynnt paroiuru la rive gauche do I'Elvond of oxaming la onto préparde par l9,coxpa 


technique britannique, li Commission a coustaté Vexistence d'in rayin correspondaut 
(as84] ax 





avix stipulations duprotocole: On eonvint qus le rocker sited sur Ie Five gauche de de 
Fivin doit considéré ob marqué comme une borne. : i 
‘On iembrite ce tevin pour une distance se pis onviron st om ériges uns. ‘borne 
ur le platen, qui se trouve-eu commicucement, de eslui-ct, 4 
‘Ohi déeida qu'h partir do co. point Je frontiBre tra en ligae directo 8 la colline Téjé- 
Bhira; le point de Vinteriection dé Zoin-él-Kous avec cette ligne a été égulement 
mharqué pai une bortiey s i 
‘La prochaine séance « été fixde A demain, 24 avril, 1914. 
Fai ii ii 4 
Fait’ Kani-Bey, le 25 avril, 191 nee 
‘A.D. WILSON, Captain. 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
‘YY. MINORSKY, 


a 
Tinelosure 3 in No, 200. 
Procie-vevbal of Thirty-fifth Meeting of Turco-Persian Prontion Commission. 


SHANGE tenue & Kani:Bes, le 24 avril, 1914, sous Ia présidencd de Mt. le 


bgmues de racoor c 
NelteDerosti et Tpé-Khirs 
rnpone cnn ligo-fonttre pour cette 
partie la route bien marque qui vient d Deressi A Ravi-Ber. 
M Jo commaisaaits’ persan dit q 


6 do Vendroit ob la rividte Ab-Bakchétin, 
‘A Gumbedi—Tohat-Hummam (Gumbedi— 
direotion nord-est, pour vn 


Kean 


de Zoynel-Koug 4 un 
sur 1s plateau A une 


AIM: les voinmissaires ont enbuite discuté application dia protocole X Is partic de 
Ja frontitrs de I'Elveud vers le nord. i 
Une divergencs d'interprétation s'est maniféstée & propos de Kani-Be: 
ML le commissaire ottoman déclire que Kani-Bex eat le premier, duno série de 
spe tomiew ntl: 9 tyre: kom: tu point. de jonction de 1'Elvend et du 
uilan. 


M. le coinmissaire persan est d'avis sd le postasfrontidre de Kani-Bes se trouye a 


oieute et dlemie en yal de Vendroit désigné par son eolldgue ottoman: 
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Gn accord ne:pouvant: s'établir entre les parties intéresstes; Coimniidaitit 
médiateura font la bevel paiviniee Same al = 


an 
istantinople adressée 
etse certaines localites ~ 


md pas exactement avec celui 
a b valle do) Sevkkalé (district de 
‘tie septontrionale de cette yallée au dela de 


Sur ls proposition de M. 1s commimnire britannique, Ja-vommiasion a déoidé quo la 
frontiire aes partir do la Yorne No, 69 tu ligne dos posto-frontots|otlousany dg 
existaots, jusqu’a la cinguitins & partir de Kani-Box, 7 
Ta prochaine séance sera tonue \ Kasr-i-Ohirine, Une date n'a pas été fixéo on 
pripos. 
Bait A Kani-Beg, le 24 avril, 1914, 
A. it, WILSON, Captains 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
AZ, SAMI,” 
V, MINORSKY: 


Eriolostire 4!in No. 200, 
Procts-vérbal of Thirty-sinth Mecting of Turéo-Persian Frontion Commindion, 
SEANCE tenus & Kasr-i-Chirine, lo.7 mai, 1914; gous Ih présidetice de M. lo 


he 


ca 
Btaient présenta : 


Les procts-verbaux des séauses 86 et 94 dt signés, ninsi que les cartes: cisapres 
Gnumérées': six premidres fouilles du deuxidme et div troisidime exemplatre britanniqne 
de la Carte identiqus, destings & 1'Anbasaide de Constantinople ot & In Légation ue 
‘Téhsran ; six premidres. fovilles du: deuxidmo exemppliire perdin ; copie britannique de 
In carte supplémontaire No, 6 ; original do Id earto supplémentaire No, 7. 

2 question ds dri d pitarage dex Sindjbia. dane les tren du Bagshot 
Katar on territoire ottoman a coupé d'sbiord In Commission: 

M. lo cominissaire ottonian fait, savoir quill a regu de won) Goilveruement Ia 








réponse que cette question devre tre traitée par vole diplomatique: entre les deux 
Ghuvernements intérensés et que con roglement n’entre donc pas dans les attributions de 
la Commission. ‘ 

NL le commissaire persan vite comme précédent le ens de Dalamper (iention§ dans 
Jo protocol de Constontinople), qu'il considére comme tne preuve dees que Js 
Commission est chargée de la discussion des droits de pituraze. 

TL le commissaira britannique, appuyé par son colldgue russe, propose que. les 
commissaires des deux Puissances eecaeenaetaaant 1a Commission des déclarations 
on force éxposant leurs points de vide; apris quot il serait disposé 0 exprimer son propre 
avis, De cette fagon les vues des commissaires se trouyeraient, résumiges au ‘procks- 
verbal de In séance, dont des copies pourraient étre remises immédistement aux 
quatre Gouvernements, Cette proposition a été agrééo par MM, les commissaitea persan 
qt ottoman, Mf, le commpisenire persan exige touttatoix quie les Sindjabis soient Inissés en 
jouisoancs des phturages jusqu’d eo qu'une decision définitive ait dtd prise. 

Ensuite Ia Commission s'est appliquée 3 la délimitation dela frontibre & partir da 
poste ottoman No. 5, 

‘Lapplication dti protocolo présente quelques diffoultés & Végard de la portion de 
Ja frontidre entre co poste et les environsde Kourétou, D'apris le texte du protodole, 
Ja ligne-frontidre passe le long des ordtes des mounts Kishka et Ak-Dagh. Cepondant 
cou doux montagnes ve troavent situded, selon ln Carte identique, sur des lignes a pou 
Rs paralléles, de sorte que Ja frontitee ne eaurait pas suivre les crbtes de toutes 

jos deur, 

‘lo commissaire porsan n indiqué alors, sur la carte wi tracé! qui Ini paralt se 
conformer i Ia ligne-frontidre telle qu'elle a été entendue par Jes Ambassadenrs 4° Con~ 
stantinople. Maffirme qu'il existe dewx monta; portant Ie nom d’Ak-Dagh, dont 
elle A laquelle lo protocols 8a rapparto est situde d Youest dé celle miarquée sur 1a carte 
dontique,. Co fut, d'aillours, lo statu quo qu'on s accepts comme bass pour cette portion 
do In frontibre. 

‘Mle coinmissairs ottoman, au contraire, croit que lo mont Ak-Dsgh mentionné 
ang lo protovolo wat bien Jo méme qui so troave marqué sur la Carte identique. Te nom 
‘du mont Kishka a di ote ajouté dans to protocols par mégarde, 

Bn vue des difficultés survenues, on\ décido ds remettro 1a discussion de cotte 
question A tine sdange ultérieuro, = 

‘Bhfin on w considérd la question des bornes’ i Yendroib ot In frontibre suit. Jo ligne 
loa poutes ottomans. 

Mle cotmiscaire persau voudrait faire driger des bores sur ex trongon do 
frontidro, mais én déeide onfin que les postos eux-mémes devront gopstituer le borage, 
étant dun caractire plus solide et permanent que les bornes qu'on pourrait: 
conatruire, 

MM, les commisgaires persan ot ottoman s'étant accordés sur In nécessité Culler 
vivitor les environs do Kourétou, avant de déterminer la ligne dé frontidte, on décide de 
aly rendre demain nprds dance préalable, 

Tn conséquonce, on w discuté au. cours’de cette séince : 


1. Lacquestion dia droits de phturage des Sindjabis 
2. La frontidre aux environs dé Kourétou ;, et 
§) Le bornago de licfroutidre pres des postes ottomans, 
‘Fait & Kasr-i-Chirino, le 7 mai, 1914. 
‘A, T, WILSON, Captain. 
ETELA-OLMULK, 
AZ. SAMTH. 
D, BELATER, 
SS ESS SS 
[28787] No, 201, 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Foreign Osfiee, June 27, 1914, 


No, 142)) 
‘Pulographie,) R. 
NY. telegeam No. 196 of 26th June. 
Before any advance is definitely made there must be satisfactory arrangement 
respecting security, paymont of interest, and repayment of capital. 
‘How far would conditions: mentioned in your tiote to Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of With and 16th April, 1913, be applicable ? 
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Tt is essential that there should uot only be adequate ‘control over i ft 
by British officials, but that Swedish officers iecit enaeriian@ hal they sever tend 
proper accounts. 


(29065) No: 202; 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Rocei 2 
es iy “y Grey—(Received June 28.) 
Peiegraphic.) Polivan, J i 

YOUR telegram No. 198 of 20th June, nies ates 

To propose such a man as Sardar Reshid s siecossor to Shnja is one more eynical 
ct in the political drama being played in Azerbaijan, Tt has long beet suspected 
hore thxt this individuals namo ‘would: be put: forward when Sbnja liad hocome 
exhausted. He is a ivorthless. blackgaurd, formerly a menial in the service of the 
Governor of Ardebil. It is an insult to Persia to suggest such a creature, even for tho 
Aemporary (Osotpation: ob a "post wHiOh lass Veen Rabilally eld by: Mio) Helo 
the throne, Shuja is a man of small family position, ‘but. Reshid is ‘on ox-forrash, 
‘Whore is more than n touch of bitter irony in autocratic Russia wishing to impose a 
person of ach low birth for post which ranks -noxt to the throne, 

Minister for Foreign Affaire has refused to submit-such proposal to the Cabinet, 
aud has informed the Russian Minister that Parman Farina is the candidate of the 
Porsian Government pending the appointment of the Vali Ahd. 





(a906a] No. 2081 
oe Sir Rdward Grey —(Recoiveid June 28.) 


Telographic) Re St Petersburgh, Juaio 28, 1914, 
“ANGLO-PERSTAN ofl poncoseion, ong 

In my ubserice at Cronstadt yesterday T asked Mr, O'Beirne to soe M. de Buzonot 
about another ratter, MM, de Sazonof said he wished to apeule quite auoficially about 
tho oil agreement, Ho had avoided mentioning tho subject to-me 90/8 uot to muko 
things more difficult at the moment, but it was a matter, which had grontly exoited the 
Russian prose. He was not fully, informed of the dotaila of the concession, but, what 
hie had hoard was vory disquieting He, ind always recognised, the predominance of 
British interests iu Southern Persia, hut bo could not '*givo-us whole neutral zone,” 

Mr, O'Beirne anid that of coutso ha was nob untliorised to. digouss question, Tit 
ho might say that you had recently informod Russian Ambassador (your telegram 
No, 283 of 25th duno)! that whole policy, of Hix Majesty's Government. would. ‘be 
diredted to keoping oil dvelopiaents as closely‘ poral to the Gull Me Bazonot 
seemed greatly relieved, remarking that he would liko'to Lave ‘kome definite (Wweitten) 
assurances from His Majesty's Government on this point. 

Thopo to discilas matter with Minister for Foroign Affairs to-morrovt. 





(29181) No; 201, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received June 2.) 
(No, 161.) 
ir, Gutahek; Fume’ 9, 1914, 
T HAVE tho honour to transmit herowich the usoal monthly: smmmiary of evento 
in Persia for the past four weeks, 
Thave, &o. 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 204, 
Summary of Events in Persia for Four Weeks ending June 9, 1914. 
Tehran, 


‘The Cabinet—Kayaw-es-Sultinch, the Minister of Finance, has taken over tho 
vacant Ministry of War. 


[16847 e¥) 
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Bakhtiarts—Mortent Kuli 
‘Tehran from Iepaban, Sardar Za 
the Governorship. of Youd, but is not 
send: Muntazim-ed-Dowleh to ac 
Bakhtiari country to act as Ibe 
Governorship of Lauriston 


when His Hig 
no one lett to carry on the di 

‘At arecont public mesting a well-known post, 
in which the following: passage ocenrred -— 


‘Love is stronger than reason, and he who endeavours to struggle ugainst it is 
the Sipalidar (comniander-in-cbief) of madmen. 


4 days lat .e of Sipahdar’s henchmen attacked the poet in the streets. 
and a ‘dlled him. ‘hey a arrested by the police, whon they declared that 
they, had acted under the Sipahdar’s orders and only regretted that they had not 


‘killed Arif, G. P. CHURCHILL, Oriental Secretary. 


laces, and 
‘Tho Governor-Geioral has Commenced to eplléet the taxes at various 

ios orestel's municipal connoil at Tabrit: which will roceive the opitun,aleohol, and 

Ail of which have already beon nocepted by Russia, to be collected 

Stam’ certain officials of the Financial Administration have 

overnor-Ceneral, who has also driven out the employés af 

An all. these actions are strongly 

nly, be supposed that the Governor- 

eis beliovod. that: Shuja-ed-Dowlel 

‘and that his refusal to. do ao is 

the Central Governmont. It is 

barracks at Dilman. ‘There 

‘aro licking, but the 

severest, measures. will 


including parcels, 
jntduca : 
the streets in Tabriz. 


Resht. 


f ived instruoti Russian subjects 
conaul has received instructions from Tehran that 
ayo not to pay land tase, Troubles being expeions wus Novaghelorranmport 
‘ian subjects and protected persons refusing. thers fo 
Hee eve ‘The Russian wuthorities continue chair High-handed setion, au instanco 
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‘of which is o.summons despatched by the Russian consul on his own necount to the 
Governor of Tulish to come to Reaht, ‘Whe parcels post service at Enzeli has heen 
yoarganised, and parcels will now reach ‘Tehran from four to. five days quicker than 
formerly. ‘The elections Hiayo boon completed, Sardar Motainid and Sardar Mansur, 
K.CALG,, being the two sudosssiul candidates. i 


Meshed. 


‘The commander of. the troops at Meshed has been suptinted to ropresent, the 


Governor-General at the coronation, The elections may lead to'some disturbances in 
the town of Meshed, whore opposition is being made on religious grounds, Thore 
appears to be a growing foeling against tho assembly of a new Medjlias, and it may’ bo 
juestioned whether the enccessful candidates, will he in any sense representative of 
hie people. ‘The dismissal of the Governor aud'the Finance Agent at ‘Turbat-i-Haidari 
relieved the situation there, but the whole of the province is disturbed owing to 
the strong feeling against the Revenue Department and the continued unauthorised 
exactions of the revenue collectors and gendirmes, It 18 reported that the sales or 
Taso of lands ix tho Astrabad Province to Rnasinn gettlers are being supported by 
force in some instances, Russian troops being cinployed. Highway ouioeiea) att 
violence are reported near Turbat-iShoikh Jam Nishapur, und/on the Askliabid road. 
The Governor of Tabas has arrested aud hanged the well-known brigand Timur Kali. 


Topahan, 


‘The Russian cousul has been endenyouring to secare the election of one of his 
nominees for the Medjliss, a proceoing which the Governor-General has refused. to 

ider, ‘The high price of bread bas been a serious question, and the Russian’ 
consul, if not the actual cause of the scarvity, is taking advantage of it to create 
dificulti¢s for the Governor-General for whose. dismissal or resigaption he appears to, 
be actively intriguing. His Britannic Majesty's acting consul-genertl is informad on’ 
fairly reliable authority that the agent for the Russian Bank has arranged with thy 
outlaw Naib Hoscin for a lease of all his properties to the Russian Bank. ‘The locality 
of the new gendarmerie barracks hay been desided on, and work has begun on the 
site. Tho notorious brigand Reza Khan Jougani hina atticked nnd robhed several 
carayaus on tho Bakhtiari road, amongthem one belonging to Messrs. Lynch, ‘Che 
Governor-General has sent out a considerable force to attempt his capture, Robberies 
are also reported on the Tehtan-Kurn and Saveh roars. The road to Yozdikhast is 
roported to be unsafe, but the posts from Shiraz have afrived regularly. ‘The inspector 
of the Indo-Buropean Telograph Department was attacked on hig wy to Ardistan 
on the Std May, one of his eacort. being wounded, It is reported that the Tmperial 
Bank of Persia intends to open » branch at Kumisheli. 


Yerd. 


‘The presericd of considerable bands of xobbem and various depredations are 
reported in several districts, bt tho condition of the roads uppeurs. to be fairly eafe, 
‘Th caravan trafic is satisfactory, 


Shiraz. 


Kayameul-Mulk has returned to Shiraz after a fairly satisfactory, campaign in 
Luristan. He has had a meeting with Soulet-od-Dowleh, and they haye ent ‘into 
friendly relations with oue another and with the Governor-General, but, ‘extremely. 
improbable from recent accounts that this satisfactory state of affairs will last, Tho 
situation at Kazerun isstill far from satisinctory. Ali Mahomed and) Nasr-ed-Diwan 
aro atl a ange but the latter is reported to be nogotiating with the Swedish officer 
commanding the gendarmerie. ‘Ths north road is unsafe, but traffic on the roid to 
Bushiro is roported to be proceeding briskly in spite of the unsettled stato of the 
situation. ‘The gendarmerie are so weak that the taking over of the Yezdikhast road 
has had to be postponed for the present. Souletsd-Dowleh is anxious to obtain the 
release on the occasion of the Shah's coronation of two of the minor offenders: 
imprisoned last July in conection with the attack at theend of 1911 on Mr, Smart. 
‘Phe Kashkai tribes have all passed Shiraz on \their ward migration, aud aro 
apparently under hetter control than they have been for many years pas 
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Scistan. 


ill i in Seistan who: 
airs that thore are still influential Tdndowners. and others: in 
apa with Kashinat-al-Mulk, and aro tends: to intrigue on. is bobalt The 
Tier remains in Peron pending th settlement ofthe clans sina hin, The Boek 
chiefs, Sardars Purdil and Khudadad Khan, who are old en gro enteve into 
fiance whi ‘bly aims against Shaukatul-Mulk. His Britannic Majesty 

allie whieh Potion the Porso-Afghan frontier where dhe boundary pillars were 
found in good vondition, lias left for summer quarters at Bixjond, 


Kerman, 


i j fa) and 1 matters on 
io usual dificulties as regards adjustiaent of finamoial and” personal 
anniee Gf office are reported to be in progiess between Sardar Motashen. and 
Eindar Nucl, The CovemorGeneril ts mado Wt private arrangement for the 
Jnelusion of the Shabs-iBabek dlstviev in his adininistration, and’ 19 pressing for 
ottclal recognition of the trinsfor by the Central Goeeeninent. | Major Glimstedt, the 
Commande of he. gendarmerie, started ou the Blih Moy for Buuder, Abbas vig 
Hhailaiobad acoompanied by an oficial of the Indo-European Telegraph Departarent 
in orog, to recounortre the trade, aud tlograp route. Tis prone 1p 
at Swedish officer at Bander Abbas Soptember, and it 
I cuvity of the toute, inclading the, building 
oped that arrangements for the soomity of the tou ang, the, balding 
is, will be vomnpleted by May 1015. ‘Whe actual stren 
ora aoe conan ja now" about 450 and 150 recruits from Yezd oad ‘pahan ‘ 
Rory expected, Good relations exist betreon the: gendatinerio andthe Governor's 
Bakhtiar soars, Acnsideable Baloch shin, wnder Yar Maori ang Seabees 
ported to be marvhing on Neh and Kain. § fotashem, bel 
qeiting Tabwany had urged 08 the authoiion. the necosst fo an expedion Aes ae 
in tho autumn. Th view of the finnnotal 

He oaeton is poasble. In the meantime asrangemente have been made for ores 
Of nbont 260 rhen for Bam, hut {tts hoped that this foree will be sulcient, to. Keep 
Cf tho Baluch for the next three or four months Sir Coleridge Kennard, 


journoying to India vii Quetta, passed the frontier near Robation the 26th May. 


Kermanshah, 


‘tho Walhay and Sinjabi tribes appear to havo combined against the Governor 
cents ane tb anigek koe AE schon against them. Tt is very probate san ‘be 
‘hag himself instigated tho troubles witha view to the posrponenient of the elections 
“ghd wleo in’ order to force the Contral Government to send. the si Teeter ay 
‘aniatance which hie represents as noeessary to eatablih seurity "tn the mention te 
state of the Bagdad trade route continues most unsatisfactory, fees being lev 
Tess than sixteen posts, 


Ahuwas. 


4 in-ut-Tujjar has leased a wharf at Ahyris together with two warehouses: 
to ares RIB pee to. be also endeavouring to book up Ree ‘on oe 
Bakhtiar’ road. Amir Jang, Ubeggi of the Bakhtiari, accompanied Sardar laa fe 
Tikhani recently on a visit to the ‘Sheikh ‘of Mohammeral: and has left for medical 
treatinent in Wirrope, 


Moliammerah. 


Major A. P.'Trovor has sucoceded Major Haworth as His Majesty's consul for 
Avabistan. 


Bushive. 
Ttaly has established, consulate of the second class at Bushire. 
RIGHARD A, STEBL, Major, Military Attadhé. 


Telvran, Tune 10, YOU. 
EE EEE ee 
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[29182] ‘No, 208; 
Sir W. Tononley to Sir Bdward Grey—(Recvived June 20) 


Tehran, June 8, 1914, 
IT HAVE the honour, with reference to my telegram No, 128 of the 7th "May and 


to recent telographie Gorreapondenca upon the pibjest of tbe elleotion of taxon in Not 

Porsia by the Russian consulates from Russian aubjects, Russian: protected. person and 
on ascount of lind leaséd from Persians by the eame, to trhnkmib lo. yin. herivith 
copy. of memorandum which the Tressurer-Géneral has drawn up for the use of the 
Persian Government, It appears from this document thnt the action taken by the 
Rossian Legation here was bused upon a letter written to M, Korostoveta by 
M-Moruard on the 70h February last, ‘a ronson for hid leitex waa’. talegrbea featy 
the Belgian financial ugent at Tabriz complaining that for the most jst the Inzea thay 
ould not be recovered wero thoso dio. from Rieaian puljesta and ptotested persond wis 
‘re supported in their refusal to pay by the Russi, connate geneva. 

A, Morar objet wit this to won appear eae rise 
to enlay the sympathies ofthe now Russian ‘Minister, who’ had -aeaired. him upon. his 
arrival in Tebran that he disnpproved of Russian suljeaty and protected. persona. uot 
paying thoit taxea due on properties owned in Borsa, “Ho pointo-out in thie otter hat 
Tthete ave any reusona ofwhich he fa ignorant’ that guah parsons /ebould vob pay tele 
taxes, ui arringemout might be inade vader which, the. Berean Government ayould 
agree int a special account should be opted wt the ‘reunuey iato whl al the land 
tie pid yin aubects Cheeni the ehaeUera eaMOSeRF AMOI NOE eal 
M, Mornard added tht the money thus collected’ would bs’ deposited in the Banyo 
@'Becompte (Itussian Hank), It although implied that auch rooney mht be une to 
meet Toreign claims for postal robbiriea and othur iueldents, he speeded al no, usage 
atould be mids of the money, until an agreement nd. been edna tol on te. sulieet 
botwreon the Persian Government and the Bussian Legation, 

No mention was made if M. Mornarie Totter ot the fact tlint tho tx should bo 
collected by the Russian cooanjatt, 

Nainnowarcwau raburied tots conimiuniostion, whieh, an dearly inthe nature ot 
1 proposal enliug for reply. On the 9th Apel the Minister for Foreign, Adhiy. was 
jnformed that the Russian eousolate-ganoral’ at Table kad anscuncod te tho Governor 
General aud to|the gonsral publio that frow tho provioun 3146 March (Nort) Tsay 
subjects aud protected porgon would have to pny the tox cue fun thos ty the Pariah 
Gorernmentanto-the Russian Bank ¢hroukh Ciedonmulate-gonoril, “Tt sras adilod tag 
‘ny: Persian abject whor kadileused) bit anda tava Rusuailgeah wala Havalto 
obsorve Vastearnd rome 

iTbesMiniaben for Fordzn A lCiry at oso oalued er bal remionstunnce toe made 
oth Baasiew Minlalon) elo replied uA tie aca gaRseabsiad Led iad si 
Mc Morwiard, ati produced te letter from the Treaeuter General quoted above i saypore 
of hin sohlahions ‘The Belaeacy-of te Miblatas fae Moreen ABNing would sms talhaye 
Fudan otdpletewursenilarof the por ict inte M: Meysan's lebton sin penta to. 
toe! to liavo, buen intended but tho muttoe having beeu imibuiitd to tha Cunoll of 

etal itor tna daetod to dimaray Min aston, wel toon se Tena 
Minister that thei'Tesegiree-General fad! no guthenity to\wite 18 the. paris of’ the 
Peewian Government, whiok foreully refused to, bo. bound by his proposal, Ta lair 
eottions £3 thoy a, Heavy atonsa4/ Ml, Mamaied tha ligisters| would appeats bo lara 
cverlooked the eoditional nature of the propoekl muda to M, Korostovetas aid to" havo 
ignored th fot that the lator had wot load it the bergein suggested to hi 

Mia Aseitok Mista’ for Worsley Aflira abiSe Lsterahienh. an heaved) Hie 
Majesty’a Ambassador that tho only. objoot of tho Russian Logation th lesuing thieke 
instnietiong ¢0 the consile in the provinges rag to aetat tho Persian: Goveeniaenk in tho 
clot of he taxes” Theme argent ts, et Fran yt aig 
conaitl-general at Ispaban, as also by M, Korostoveta here, It would seem to one who has 
fallawed. the: Pursan’ queation vety closely for twoiyeure-thut invaluable audltana 
the Forgas Governtmeulcia this Blgoaiod sight bate bsen wiveailoug Velma tina by tho 

alaplo ness of otlors by thal eusean oohealhvottiprsed 29 lll oss ijeapy al 
protiated porsons to poy lUicieitaxea Th Treusurer-Gleerall Kaa’ typed, bul 
Tope cecal, socom Us Snake viouin iis da aus Order eceeelncly yee 
Teakiog 4b faetsthats the possesion of lands eoperty oboe Stay ab piantad i 
owas aud requisite for baninese purpooom: by foreievel clea lorbidded) By Peraan 
[iss] oz 
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Russian subjects have generally evaded the payment 
the Htussian consul haa long been practised, 
amy seconnt of the sums collected, nor of the 

fed in the reduorion of Russian claims that 
haveneither been sp 
M. Mornard’s memorandum d 
pal council 
rarily declared, tha 
ta of the municipality, 
wr be: leviable. by 


‘would guaraitee house-ownets from ashitrary op 
‘Another poiut in the, memorandum to whic 
intention to establish u Russian Hal ae in the Djabba Khy 
State property by a Russian aubje 
the subject of bitter protest on thio part of the Pera 8 
‘The Russian Minister be explained to: me that itwas never int 
mneral should establish post office outside the consulate, and that: be: muoh re 
that M. Orlow had so misunderstood his instructions. M. Koroatovets states ‘ rn 
eal intention ia to diminish gradually what, lis bocomo s crying buss, namely, the 
advantage taken of the convenience of the Russion legation weekly mail by persion 
Gonnvoted with Iussian inatitubions, to-deapatch ‘and redsive letters and pareels: fom 
Furope, ‘The same abuse apparenty existed at, Tabriz. Upon the reotipt of i 
omplaint from the conaul-general tht his stal® could. not eopo with the iads.of Posts 
matter, he hed, he told me, advised him to seek from the Caucasus the Laren 
roycular postal ffcinla to bundlo tho correspondence, but, he hind intended. tha thee 
officials stiould be attached to the consulate-yenoral ‘within the precinets of which the 
ro d be carried out, ‘ 
E Sets added that he had himself written to St, Petersburg to requent 
that postal oficial be attashed to the Jogation at ‘Tebman to deal with the sors 
‘ondencs which has became: too great. tax upon the legation utaff, He said ¢ ue ae 
ray every qatention of reducing the yolne of correspondence that. passes through He 
Togation, although bo cannot Fetuse to-tranatsit letters snd paroole sent by uch poop 
ae Kauiran Mira, and other porsons of position who have long enjoyed the pevileats 
ad none of whom will consent to use the Persian post. This reluctance on thelx pare 
to make tivo of an. administration that worka admirably, is probably due to, the, Ket 
that) all their vorrespondence is addressed to. the, Ex-Shab, to his family and to other 
Inembers of che reactionary party now domiciled in Europe. Tt ould. almost seem 
if M, Korostovetr, in, his auxioty to Tlesyen an_ abuso, bas taken. steps esloulatel to 
public attention to that abuse, ‘and to bring about the. establishment of a pe 
‘post office here and at Tabria that it ma; hard to dislodge. ‘here ie Bo ey 
That hie is eudeavouring to diminish the volume of postal matter, passing throug the 
Jegation, as ho bus citeolarised peraons wi havo been iy the bablt, of availing, shim: 
selves of the convenience, to the effect that they must disoontinue doing #0. Hoe 
in consequence, somewhat hurt the feelings of the French Minister, who claims: ae 
the cgurtesy shown hor i reciprocated in Morocco, where the French convey 
jan legation’s correspondence, . Oy pee 
haben wppear De noteworthy that but little stress is laid in peeves 
against Rassian action in Azerbaijan upon the fact ohat there is a steady geo Bu ne 
purchase of landed property by Russians. Indeed, the fut that, it ix reooguised, that 
pio of the wbudes is the non-payment of the tax on land by Russian, mutes is ene 
taritamount to a tacit acknowledgment of their right to do's, altbough it is clearly ine 
pwn by Persian law tbat no foreigners can bold Tauded property, in Persia, na ossepio 
Hetng tendo, as stated above, im the treaty of commeroe signed at Turkmannehet io 180 
a fttour of dwolling-houses and places of business, Little or no concualment ts mats 
i fhe fact that Russian subjects are gradually acquiring » very large amo 
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property in Azerbaijas. The Viceroy of the Caucasus is-anid to bo one of the largest 
porehaters, and Lave been informed by ry French eolleague that Russians have 10 
esitation in asserting that the British Government oan, find np fault: with them upon 
the score that the Anglo-Russian uuderstanding of 1907 has been violated, because thay 
are careful to observe the strict letter of that agreement, having no desire to nnnex 
what they:are gradually aequiring hy possession, My Frorich colleague did not tell mo 
this confidentially, bit he would doubtless not wish his name to transpire. would be 
to remind you, Sir, that M, Sabline, when Hussian Chargé d'Affaires here; state 
gleefully on one occasion that good progress was being made in the “ peaoeful absorption 
under arms" of Azerbaijan, one-third of that large provines having already passed into 
Russian possession, 
Thave, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No: 205, 


Memorandum by We Treaauror-Geneyal. 


Perception dee Impéte dee Sijete rusece par tes noins dos Consule risnoe, 


_ LE 7 féviier, 1914, on transmettant Ala Légation Impétialo do Russio Ja copiv 
dun télégramme de M, Molitor disant que les cotes irreoonvaubles étaient pringipmles 
ment les impots des sujets eb protégé russes qui, sous divers. prétextes) avec l'appui 
au consulat, guspendent 16 payeiuent,” le Trigorien général ajontatt : 


+ Je suis amené d pricy votre Excellence de youloir jntervenjr aupsty des wujets at 
protégés afin qu’ils ne tardent plus a solder Jo montant de ours redevabilités, Dany le 
cas oi certainies considérations que j'ignore reraiont invoquées. par les intéreRsés ‘pour me 
soustraire au payment cla lours impOts jo me permettrais do rappeler A votre Excallenice 
Gee ISSN AA BAD. redavablo de sommes nssex iniportintes aus anjots 
Strangers du chef de vols postaux et antres inoidents qui ont porté préjudio 2 couxscs, 
Celi’ étant, Je Gouvernenient persan désirerait, ei outts proposition yous ayrde, onvrir 
Ala Trésorerie un compte spéoial qui ss ordditerait de ln totalité dos impdts mulint 
aoquittés par les sujets russes dans toutes lesprovinees du nord, argent serait déposs 
41a Banque d’Pscompte ot il n’en serait fait usage qu'apris un accorel préalable entre le 
Gouvernement peraan et In Légation Impériule, concernant l'emploi dee fonds.” 


__ Ia Légation Impérinle Je Bussio ne répindit’ pus,’ cette Jottre, mai “dans 
Tintervalle des instructions concernant Ja perception des impdte des sujets ob protégé 
russes par les soins des consulata staiont envoydes en provinces; le 9 dyril, Jo Minit 
des Atinires Btringtres était informé deco quo Te consulat général de Russia 
Tauris aurait aviséen méme temps que Je public le Gouverneur général de l'Azerbatdjan 
qu’h partir de année en cours les ressortissunta eb les protégés russes s¢ront, tehus de: 
payer leurs contributions et impots, dus wu Gouvernement persan, & la Banque d'Escompte 
pre Tsubbiiee da /somvalatxénieals DA by ht avjot persan qui a donné see 
jens en loestion & un sujet. russe doit so eonforimer eat ordre." 
Cate nouvelle stait bientdt confirmée et, des lor, les dvénements devaiont’ se 
précipiter rapidement, 
43 avril, le controleur des Gnmices & Tauris lo fuisait connatire et télégeaphinit: 
“Gouvemeur général vient de faire afficher & Muraghe interdiction sons peine sévere 
munition payer administration financitre impdts en eepdces et en nature de Baréell 
fannée persino cnitrante). Partont ailleurs situation mauyaise a4 mointaiont suns 
ll na ie catalog cee panies Bilin cask Baal aes 
me perce; les impdts effectude A sor it, un. peu rtout, 
Coded Dole Te buamanane sone ates doganped etseslishso 
le Ministre des Finances, le Trésorier général fuisait, remarquer qu’ won aviv, 
én présence des mesures déordtows par lo consitlat yéuéral de Russie d'une part, ob des 
perceptions illégales du Gouverneur général doutee part, il n'y avait pas tio do 
mnainteuir Yadministeation finsncidre ding !'Azerbaidjan (24 ayril), 
Le Trésorier géuéval télgraphiuit dans ce sons uw service des finances & Tauris, 
ce’ quoile contrdleur des finances répondait: comme suit + 


“Jai vay en suite de yotre tdggeanme, Je consul général, qui' ma déelans qui les 
mesures appliquées sont le risultat Pordres précis de Ta Iégation. Le consul les etoit 
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applicables’aux arrideds dus pour les années antérieures. Selon lui, main opel n'a rien 

Noffciel, nons pourrious disposer d'une psrtie des fonds recouvrés par. banqus,, Ce 
nemib done intervention directs des arutorités russesidans administration et contrdle des 
finances,” 


Unvautre télégramme du méme forietionnaire quelques jours plus tard ajoutait 


Une gravid partic des sujots persans, propridtaires cles propriétés productives, 
dung la traitite de Voppression du. Gouverneur général et du oonsulat, ont loué leurs 
roprigtés t.dea nujets om protigés russes. Tes impbts recouvrables par nous seront 
Pitiours au tiers des iimpbts de la province et insuffisants pour convrir les dépenses 
administratives et gouvernementales actuellement payées par nos services.” 


‘Leb deux tdlogrammes ci-dessus forent communiqués en copie & son Excellence Ie 
Ministre des Finances, en méme temps quitn autre disant : 


+ Au nombre dé impdth ¥ payer par la bande Te consulat eojnprend aussi les taxes 
aaccioon Jat domandé au eontul général d’Stablir une distinction, et il i's xépondy 
devoir consulter sa Iégation, Joi vous prie de. hiter autant:que possible ta solution de 
ette question dont application victouss désonganise tous nos servioes.” 


Dans Vintervalle favais télégeaphié A Tauris que la Trésororio était compldtement 
Gerangbro i Vorgavisution, nonvelle établie pat Je epnaulat général, et: que Te Conseil des 
Minictres radmottait aucunoment l'ingérenee d'une banque étrangbee dans ls perception 
dos inpots. Le ‘Trdsorien général ajoutnit que, si cette nouveauté ee maintenait, les 
fouctionnaires belges pouvaiont, so tenie prot A quitten Averbaidjon. Le 7) mai Te 
Tudsoriet général njoutait, qué le Conseil dés Ministres négocisit avec le Gouvernement 
russo an aljet de In.question des impOts dus par les sojets russes, et quiet attendant 
tne solution le Minjetire reoommandait de eontinuer comme aupsrarant la perception 
de ton impols réoouyrables et de fuito semblant dignorer Ieo mesures légales 

Tntre-témps, la Tedsotier général avait envoyd, lo $ mii, une lettre répondant 
4 a coinmuniontion du Département. des Finanegs et faisant ressortir les avantages 
i ore drt pou ‘trésor persan detl'adoption par In Légation. Impériale 
de Rissie du systtme piéeoniss lo 7 {vriex ot dont Ie principal était que le principe 
Qo Ta rodevabilté du malint par les aujets Gtrurigers aurait, de co fait, 6&6 cousaaré 
pour toujours. 

Dans Cautres provincts, Ja situation Aevonait grave également: d'Antara, le 


contedlour dos finances, télogrophinit que Ye consul d'Ardebil wopposait\ Vapplication 


de In loi sur lo navaghol; \ Kasyin, le consul ordonuait officiellement & ses sujets et 
protdgés do no pas payer TopOt, ot informait oficiellement: Yagent financier’ quo 
M000 tomans des recsttes du navayhel étaient eonfiaquds par Je Gouvernement russe i 
Cause dun soldat blsess A Kasyin, ot la Banquo d’Bscompte déduisait cotte somme: du 
nolde on banque; & Recht, mémés mesures qu’ Kasvin, tandis quia Ispahan, 1e eonsul 
onvoyait au contrdlour des finances la lettre suivante: 


“Jo yions de vecavoir do In Légation Impériale do Russie & Téhéran le télégramme 
mfaonongant quid partir de Nowrouz, les-aujets ot les protégés russes, doivent, verece le 
mala et aatees imple par Tintoxmétinir du consults Banque dacorpts, comme 
cola, ao, pratique depuis quelque temps, avee-succts, 4 Tauris; En me. référant 2 ma 
Tnttre en date da 91 jauvier, anngo. éouranta, j'ai Thonneur de vous prier do, bien 
Youloit me faieo iparvenir. Ia. liste détaillde des maliats ot d'autres impdts dus par Tes 
fujets ot protdgde rosso ainsi quo m'indiquer les termes dans TesquolsIeurs versements 


doivent avoir heu.” 
“ EvRernor.” 


Te 23 mai, le contebleur des finances Tauris télégraphiait Ia traduction d'un 
avis du Gouverneur général: 

“(Jno monieipalité eat xétabilo A Tauris; tous, impbis indirests, accisa, banderole 
@opivin, abatayo et autres, A partir da, 10 Radjab, seront romis én fermnge. Offres 
de“ edjardhs? sont regues A lu Munieipalité, 

“ Guopsa-eo-Dows 


In Peésorion général répondait : 
“Glnseil municipal est ‘eonsell uaurpstinr illdgal ddpouryu de toute autorité 
dfisfollo concernant perception taxes. Gouvernement central avoir rien notitié au sujet 
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eration ve conseil done vous devex Vignorer. Je vows pri ‘ 

3 E igr rolls prie de continuen viergi 
Soo te ee et 
i conseil municipal prétend-tenir-pouvoir du Gouverneur général, vous. ferez, ressortir 


que Gouverneur géiiral dépentlentitrement du Mini fury qui m 
gue Gouvernear géhtnl dépensentitremont da Anish Intdionn, qui n'a denn wnowin 


Te 25 mai, le contrdleur des finances A Teuris. téldgraphiait: 


“Jo confirme Yarrivée Wun agent) spécial de Russie. chi i 

P i argé de le pred 

impbts des sujets et protégé: russes, La Banque a’ Bscompte tine Sees i 
percoptions qui seront faites au consulat, Je suis informé de provino que les pois 

Rouverneurs semyarent partout de, eeviees d'csis et abatage. Text clair que le 

uuvernent général, instrument politique, vise surtout 1 désonganiser nos services. Si 

fs manmuvres ne sont pas arrétéen 2 temps, nove serone. bientdy dans uno situation 
mpomsible. 81 nous devons payer Tes dépenses goursrneinenteles un subside sera 
névessaite ; sinon le Gouverneur géuéral, salon toutes, probabilités, saisira occasion pour 

_généraliser dans toute la provines sa mainmiae aur lo malint.” 


‘Le 27, le meme fonctionnaire télégraph 


“ Vous paraissoz croirs que les Cosnques sont ma disposition, tandia 

mesures aciablent prises pour quil men eoit tien. le, Gouvemotr al ua 
envoyd wujourdhui pour les accises un contebleur que j'ai éoouduit, Iu province, les 
sous-gouverneurs ont pris mesures pour arrdter of siisit les services opium, alcool, ot 
al Gouverneur général ne néglige rien pour saper notre autorité. Lea 
contsbuablos persue proten do Tincerttude de le stuation pou rota fo payee’ 
Jour impta.& plus tard. Nos employde wont, déoonmngéa, "Ly Gouverneur général 
mot ice moment AT'éprouve nos moyens de résistance, Coux-oi sont aula aur place, 
‘auf bi voits pouver requérit ofdre pour colonel ten Gosaquea que yingt-cing Coan ties au 
Se a eens SG TN eh Her 
ul ® administration wosisda contre usurpations i é 
Paipoel pespeatina'l AGORA Mies Opiea Melee stn zie da testes 


Un téldégramme subsdquent ajoutait : 


“Te colonel est absent, parti pour Tiflis, “Capitaine Tolmasot i 
asp One eignls abate RUM ut obser Ga coos? ier 


Diautres télégrammes ths graves parvenus 1e,29 mai, qui, como les prévédents, 

fhipay iniddiatersont caamuanjues wu: Gobvernomiont Lae véieh dasy-Lorake tls, 

parvinrent et fuxent communiqué: 

on cds Gouvernaur général fit dla parcbvoit en ovine Tor pdt de Borel pote 
“Un bureau des postes: vi i if cl ty 

i is eae eases i a ouvert incessamnivot an Djabba Khanel; les 
“Le Gouverneur général stoppoge A ce que'les locataires des doiiaines aubrefois 

rovde de *tovouls’ prennent posseasion des ions quiils ont Iouds. Jo vous prie de lui 
fnina donner ordres formels Iub interdisant d’intervanix dans obs aflaines.” 


Enfin, un tél 6 pat M. Molitor au ‘Tréeotier yout 
ie ate a lenis ert ae Molitor su ‘Trésorier yonéra ave copie hla 


“Agents mnnicipalité et Gouverneur général ave polioiers ont ‘chusié) do: lours 
bureaux toes employds, service abatage, et log. ont ete ‘Autenne. protedtion 
nexistant & Tauris pour mes administrations, jo requiem formellement application 
pai dé mon contrat, Cette situhtion ést de natuce W amensr. des, dees 
pul 


Le 80 mai, le-servive des fnances: de Tauris télégraphio 

“Te Gouverneur yéndral a pris possession des services aocines, aldol et, abatage. 
Jeremian (un employ), arrété pour avoir, sur mon ordre, enilevé Jes cachets: oan 
iambies, est reliiché sur-intercession. de gon consul. 

“Consul géodral de Russie mla déclaré qu'il approuve les) moyens emiployés pay 
Gouverneur général, pares quils sont les souls pour faire affector a Ta municipal, 
patronnée par le consulat, les revenus qui lui réviennent de droit. Consul yéndral 

(1684) rao 









ajouté que ni mes’ protestations’ni vos démarches: ne! réussixont 8 emapichier chose bien 
déoidse. Nos agonts des ccises’ sont invitée & servir monicipalité on i démissionnsr. 
Bn attendant votre dévision et, sauf avis’ céntraie, je continue § payer les traitements 
dos employés dépiomsédés de moyens existence pour avoir refisé de secvir nsurpatenr.” 


‘Avge télégeamme, le Trésorier général a répondu le 31 mai: 


* Veuilles feito remarquet au consul général do, Russia, quo ‘Trésorerie « pris 
Brio alapiitions pour trorsce organisation municfpalité et Trésorerié:veille & ae que 
fonds consnorés uux travaux munieipatcs soient jiidiciensement: dépensés et puissent dtre 
coutrélés par intéressés comme par administration. Cela étant, appui douné aa 
Gouverneur géndral pour s'approprice inte indrects no oe juste pos, mais semble 
jtidiquer qué Chodja-ed-Dowleh présentorait plus de garantie que fonetionnairs européen 
pout bonne’ gestion finances Azerbatdjin," 





‘En ibine temps, Ia ‘Trésorerie transniettait & M. Molitor le résumé du télégramme: 
de son Altease lo Lrésident du Conseil 4 Chodja-ed-Dowleh en ajoutant : 


En transmettant copio doce télégramme, Ministre des Finances dit. ordres 
‘ndeossuives sont doanés par Président Conseil X Brigade Cosnques afin de transmettre 
Mauris ores téldgeaphiques wu. chef arnisou invitint'ce dernier préter son concours 
wicace agents financiers, En conséquenice, vous prie’ demiander ofiicellement et 
tdldgeaphiy urgencs réponse brigade.” 





Un dortion téldgramme de ‘Tauris dit: que Chodja-ed-Dowleh empéobic Vaffichage 
dos vis dt soxvioe des finatices. 
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Sik W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received Juns 29.) 


(No. 163, Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, June 10, 1914, 

I HAVE the honour toenclose copy of a despatch from the acting’ consul-general 
‘at Ispaliatiy which gives some) uecount of the difficulties which are oreated for the 
Governor-General by the Russian consulate-general in that town: 1 brought the ques- 
tion of M, Evroinof’s written injunction to Samsam-es-Sultaneh not to send his agents 
to.n village Hecause “it was connected with. m Russian subject” to. tho notice of my 
Russian colleague, and asked him if he appraved of m peremptory onder issued from. the 
Russian consulute-general which: apy reared to mo to make it practically impossible for 
the Governor-General to carry out i duties satisfactorily or to maintain order in the 

nrovinow, 

PIOVNL Korostovets promised to refer the matter to Ispaban, and subsequently informed 
me that M. Evreinof and M. von Kaver; the manager of the Russian Bank, had 
normed him that it waa impossible to allow Samsam-es-Sultoneh: to send his agents’ to 
‘lages unde’ Ruesian administration because: the sole object in doing #0 was to extort 
‘money (roid the peasants, Such a charge ao this ix euay ti, make, more especially when 
providua Bakhtinti Governors lave mado themselves tiotoriows by their oppressive exuo- 
tiona, but Tam disinclined to think that Samsam-es-Sultanch would be animated by 
‘uch a motive, atid it i almost certain that he would xiot choose villages under Russian 
administration asa suitable field for such proceedings, 1 pointed this out to M. Koros- 
tovets, and said that it appeared to me that- il tia principle were maintained it would 
render the tasle of the GevernorGeneral an itpomite ‘one. It appeared to me that 

Russian administration of a property could hardly be held, with’ any justification, to 
authorise sucht property being considered aa conquered tersitory in the heart of a 
friendly country. 

Nf Korostovote replied that he understood that an ageeement had beon made 
‘under which each party undertook to consult the other when necessity atoss, T said 
that such nn arrangement appeared to ine unobjectionable, but I have not heard frum 
Tnpebian of any ach understanding havin been reached. 

‘Mie second incident reported by Mr. Bristow is again typical of Russian behaviour, 
‘and ig even more significant, because it shows that the example of the consulate-general 
ig. clowely. followed. by ‘Russian subjeots heving ‘no. official standing, and who would 
Certainly uot’ dare to act in sucha minser were they not sure of the support of the 
consulate, 




















M. Evreinof’s meddling: in the formation of the Committee of Overseers, appointed 
to: arrange’ the procedure ‘of the elections, was. also a, high-handed Selanne 
proceeding, t of the mentality of Russian officials in'the Russian gohe, who would 
appear to consider that the Anglo-Russian understanding gave them the right-to ast 

the portion of Persia north of the neutral sphere had been. handed over to them to do 
ee i ey ae ris its 

_ The:nttitude of the acting Russian consul-general in) the matter of the refusal 
of Sanisam-es-Sultanch to nominate the puesto consulate.general Governor of 
Julfe is'also quite unwarrintable. Not only bid the Russian consul, in my opinion, no) 
business to meddle in such an affair without consulting his British colleague, Julth 
being in the neatral zoiie, hut the person in qucetion is'u tnost-undesitabla charioter, 
whose behaviour has nivcessitated nuhierous complaints on my part, as well as: uipon 
that of the Germain Minister; the Turkish Ambassador and ae Persian Government, 
Thave also called the attention of M. Korostovety to this matter. 
__ Samsim-es-Sultanch, ss you! arevaware, Sir, was put: forward aso euitable 
Governor-General for Ispaban after [ had consulted with M. Sabline, who submitted 
the proposal to St. Petersburgh for sinotion. My sole object in suggesting Sumsnsn-es- 
Sultsnch'was because | believed him ito be thé best, of the: Bakhtin ‘available, and 
one who was likely to retrieve, at least iia measure, the goud namo of the Bakhitiaris, 
which had-suffered greatly during the governorship’ of hig iminediate, preduoessors, 
Moreover T had. good ground, I thought, to hope that his appointinent would. ie 
agreeable to, Sarda Janz, whose continued administration of the Buldhtiorii gountey, 
if testable Tas-anntaken ht éxpetatin /neubaaqubs loans Bay 

OW. 

Provious Bakhtiari Goremorshave proved subservionb’ tools’ of Russian poliay, fy, 
Tapatil i thi gate Abas eee ts th best and most lucrative, ‘The fnob 
that Samsin will not bow the knee to M. Von Kaver; who jp: the ruling. spirit, of 
Jepahan, and to M. Evreiniof has sufficed to acquire for’ him his detetmined Russian 
opposi _Akber Mirza, the son of the Zil-o-Sultan and a: lege Russian henchman, 
ois now in Tuhtan lots no opportunity of anying openly that ‘Bamaam-s6-Sultaieh 
most be got out of Tspubisn at all costa, 

___ Mi. vou Kaver has assured mo: tbat he his greatly assisted Simsani-ea-Sultareh 
in his endeavours to capture a notorious: brigand called Reza Khun Joozani, but the fast 
remains that this outlavralways soqeeda in taking refugb in some village of the! Ziles~ 
‘Sultan's, into which Samsam’s snen are forbidden to penetrate, 
T have) co. 

WALTER TOWNLEY, 





















nclosure)in No. 206. 
Acting Consul-Gencral Bristow to Sin W. Towntey, 


(No. 16, Confidential.) 
Sir, Fapatian, May 8,1914, 
_. LHAVE the honour to roport tlint during the last fow weeks I have had many 
interviews with the Governor-General, and the constant subject, of his Excellancy’s 
conversation has been the difficulties. put. in bis Way by, tho Russian consul, 
Moloesivo, aad the anny of be Russian a M. on ‘Kuver, Siiy imped by 

wir agents, notably a M. Karopikof; agent in charge of ‘the ties belonging’ to 
the Basu Osa; ear of tha Zilee Shiots Ce Nan Pati ran 

| Sameamers-Sultaneh showed mo. yesterday w lotter from the Russian consul, in 
whieh M: Evreinof stated in blick and white that the Governor-General had no right 
to-send his agents to a certain villugo as it was.''connooted with a Russian subject"; 
that is to say, toa village lies thun half of which is leased to M: Karopikot! What 
hud astually happened was that the Governor-General, having heard a complaint 
against « certain Goveramont soldier who happened ‘to be residiig in the village, was 
sending toarrest him, when M, Evreinof, heating of the. Goyernor-General’s intention, 
sent his Exeelleacy the above letter. ‘The Govemor-General was naturally. ver 
aunayed at the Russian consuls Jotter, and had propared 9 stiff ansiver. I suggested, 
iowaver, thut instead of sending this answer—which could only have had the a aay 
further straining his. relations with tho Russian consulate—His Exedllenoy. should 
ceply that the contents of the Russian consil’s letter wore of such importante that 
he had reported the whole matter to his Government and awaited their instructions, 
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Another caso of s similar nature’ ocourred a few weeks ago> Samsam-ea-Sultaneh 
sent to men to arrest 0 certain ryot at a village named Mousi Abad; on their ratawn 
to lspaban with their prisoner M: Katopikof seized all three, kept the Governor's mex 
prisoners for the night aud the following morning sent the ryot back to bis village, 

The matter of the forthcoming’ elections too has been a cause of much friction 
between the Russian consul and the Governor-General. A few weeks ago the 
Clovernor published nots giving alist of soven persons ‘employed as. committee of 
overseers to undertake the management of the elections. M. Evreinof immediately 
swrote to the Governor-General reqnesting him in © peremptory manrier) to appoint @ 
certain Mirza Hassan Ali Khan, ssying that among the number of these overseers there 
should certainly be jone to represent the interests of the Zil-es-Sultan. M. Evreinof 
iudded that he’ could not understand why’ the, Governor-Gerieral liad over this 
gentleman although he had nominated, man in foreign ‘employ; by this M. Bvroinot 
Tefieréd to the appointment of the Imperial Bank, a worthy old gentleman, whose 
fippointinent. L had cartaiuly nover sought aud to which I attach uo importance 
whatever, 

‘A third cause of friction between the Governor-General and the Russian consulate 
has been the question of the price of bread: this the Russian faction at Ispahan has 
exploited for ll it is worth as a means of causing trouble for Samsam-oe-Sultineb, 
For some days/a crowd of about forty men and women have been collecting at the 
door of the Russian consulate shouting for bread aud abusing the Governor-General. 
T venture to agree with Samsamn-es-Sultaneh that this was entirely engineered by the 
agunts of the Russian consulate, and this idva is confirmed by the publication in the 
Tocal nowapaper, “Ziandeh Rudd,” yesterday of a notice by the Russian. consul saying 
that for many days past crowds of men and women liad taken refuge at the door of his 
coniaulate imploring hin aid to choapen the price of bread in thi town and, in spite of all 
his efforts with the Governor-General, the price remained aa high and the quality 
fs bad’ na Doforo, he (M. Eyreinof), therefore, ud decided. to open twelve shope at 
vatiouy, points in’ the town in which good bread in suificient. quantities could. be 
obtained at w reasonable price, Asa matter of fact Tam informed that this bread in no 
sway differs’ oither in price or quality, from the average bread to be obtained at the 
ordinary baker's shops in the’ town the point, howaver, of M. Eyreinsfs notice in the 
pen Can obviously onl.be to put the tovnspsople against the Governor General 

‘Another grievance of the Russian consul sgainst the Governor-Goneral is concerning 
the governorship of Julfi, the Armenian quarter of Ispahan, For some years this hac 
been given by. previous Governors-General to the “agent” of the Russian consulate, 
Samsum-c4-Sultaneh on his arrival, despite the protests and demands of M. Kyreinof, 
rofused to allow him to continue in ign venture to think that the Governor- 
Gonoral was quite justified in this action, seeing that this man is actually employed at 
the Russian consulate in addition to having fulfilled’ his post in a very unsatisiaotory 
manner, ‘ 

"The above will pethapa'be sulfisient to show your Excellency how the Russian 
party here are doing their best to make Samsam-e4-Sultaneh's position impossible and 
to compel him to resign. ‘Tho impression is firmly rooted in. the town. that Samsam-ts- 
Sultanch owes bis appointment to your Excellency and that he was seut here against 
the wishes of the ites Goverment, Before Satnsam-cs-Sultaneh) arrived here 
M, Kivreinof used openly, to’ say that he would never come and now be has arrived he 
Jooks on it as essential to get rid of him as soon’ as possible. 

Tam doing my best to: encourage tho Governor-General to be careful to see that 
the tone of bis communications with the Russian consul wre such) that the latter shall 
have no real ground of complaint against his Excellency. beard 

wey 


E. BRISTOW. 





(29188) No. 207. 
Sit W. Uownley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received June 20.) 


y Conti jal. 
ge eae Tehran, June 10, 1914. 
{HAVE the honour to transmit horswith an interesting and valuable statement 
‘upon the Swedish officers now omployed ds instructors for the gendarmerie which has 


heen drawn up by the military attaché to His Majesty's Legation at my request. 
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Major Steel, who sivos his arrival here his been at great pains to see as inuch ws possible: 
of the Swedish offic, has oreatod for himself a position that vaabea hit; oy be Sealy 
Btted to know the wants, requirements, shortcomings, and complainte of the Swedes, 
‘They appear to ine to be zeslous, hard-working military men who have the succes of 
their mission much at heart, and who have toiled really hntd to makes more or less 
efficient, see, hit out of the indifferant moaterial at their disposal. It should not be 
token to mean trom my use of the word “indifferent” that I'would wish to imply that, 
the Persian hus no soldierly qualities, Such is not the age, and I believe that. the 
material that can be drawn upon will prove itself’ good enough in quality hon w more. 

rolonged course of discipline aud training has eradicated the faults which havo been 

rn of oontutries oekerigtting. ‘on the principle of each man for himself and moat 
praise to-the- man who can seoure most loot. 

‘The work that has beon done in a short time would appear to me xemarkablo, and T 
am supported in this opinion by competent military experts, but there is of course still 
much to badone. Earlyexperfence has proved that thé dwellers in towns are not of 
‘muuch uss'ae soldiers, and little by. little those who have’ been enrolled have given lace 
to recruits from the villages. and mountain districts, Such men are much more suitable 
for the work to:be done, but it in probable that n largo proportion of those who have 
come forward have Jong lived the life of the freebooter, ernetuey be expected to have: 
overcome their natural instinets after short period of from one year to six months! 
training sufficiently to resist the temptation to pillage whon an oecason offs, a8 was 
seen in the unfortunate Kazerun affair, and hus been apparent o many minor ooousions 
which have escaped public notice. 

As his Highness Ain-od-Dovleh said to me a fow daya ago, any unpopularity. that 
the gendarmeris brs acquired has been due, not to the behavionn of thé Swedish 
instructors, but to the actions of the Persian officers and non-commissioned officara, 
Serious attention has been paid to the selection of such officers; but it has-been found 
impossible not to suffer from the general Persian viow of nbuise of one's poaition. 
Porsians themselves are the first, to recognise that they habitually misuse, the power 
that Epatants their hands, ‘This is even more noticeable in the cuss of the Persians 
‘attached to the financial administration than it to the gendarmerie. I do uot 
mention the Cossacks, beewuso it would appear fo be theix recognised right, from tho 
humblest soldier to the senior officer, to, aes cof their position as if ordored to do so, 
Tt bas also been seen in.an exaggerated form in the caie of the Bakhtiaris and other 
irregulars when tised as 4 military force in Governinent employ, Tho feoling that, they 
are above the law hus caused the Persian gendarmes to commit many repishonpible 
‘ots. ‘Time and « larger number of Swedish offigers van alone bring about, the improve, 
mont that is necessary inthis respect. Upon this point I hold thy Swedish instrictors. 
in & measure to blame, ‘They are too prone, when « complaint has béon made against) n 
gendarme, to make out that the enquiry hak proved the man's joniocenee, Tt ia alvays 
most difficult. to conduct an enquiry in Persia on ‘account of the flict thata Persian has 
A qhite astounding fuslity for assuring you, with tho- most. genuine outward show of 
sincerity, that he did not ilo what hiv is accused of, even when he knows quite wall that 
youre aware that lie did. ‘The Swedes are too prone to:acoept the, rt of their. own 
meu, even against the testimony of persous much: more worthy of belief, and thay have 
@ onrions relnotanos to inflict punishments ab the instigation of others, on the plan that 
to do so would lower the prestiae of the force, 

It could hardly be expe that all the Swedish officers selected for service in, 
Persia would be'men of the jest standard, but I nm of opinion that those who came: 
out first were men far above the ave ‘Four or five of them’ have particularly 
distinguished themselves. We have. perhaps, not been fortunate in the officers elected 
to serve in’Rars, btt it would appear that the élimate of South Parsia is not partionlirly. 
well suited to their temperaments, one at least of those who fitiled to win a: good 
reputation ia the south, Major Nyatrim, having proved himself subsequently  onpable 
officer undér the command of Major Skjoldebrand, a particularly calm and. efficient 
officer, who is conducting the Burujird expedition with much skill, and tact, 
Major Siefvert, who was a failure at Shiraz, has doné good work since he came to 
‘Tebrin, Ho does: not impress one as haying the initiative or. resourcefulness ‘of! the 
sucessful commander, but he is 4 steady, painstaking officer, and « gvod fallow of the 


slow type. 

‘he Bwodish oftsrs employed in cis south nya. hid to wove lien i anata 
light of Anglo-Indian railitary oficsrs, who have, I think, been. disposed, to expect too 
sh om men who are guile newt Oriental fe and aye, and who ar, barops 

q 


somewhat addicted to neglooting certain observances which a grolonged residences in 
[reed] 4B 
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the ast has taught the mote expatienced: official ore necessary to secess, TE would 
aypenr to me barily fuk to expe 8 Tmnowlesge of the language anid hibits of Peniians 
foam young nie who have been only « year or tivo, perhaps less, in Fhe country. Tt 

“lbs easy to oriticige the methods of those who are new to the East when one bas 
hall’ a life’s experierice behind one, Many fonts have ‘been made, and many thore will 
the mide, bub retrospective and impartial examination of what tins been dong will, t 
thik, convince any but'the most hardened eer of the success of the Swedish 
fission, That the performances of the task would be easier for the'better-equipped 
“Anglo-Ladinn offeee with 9 lengthy Orfental experienoo is possible, but, in addition, Yo 
the obvious politioal objections to {heir presence, with which T need’ not weary you, Sir, 
itiis by no meang certain that_ men would come: forward so readily to serve under officers, 
from 2 uation that has a political atake in the country as they do’ under. the Swedes, 
who have neither rales ior commercial axe to grind. Under actual circumstances 
There’ is uo dearth, of reernits, and the want of money alone prevents’ the further 
dovelopment of the gendarmerie at n great mite 

"The erying ‘hood, it appears to me, is for offers and good ones T would respests 
filly venture to oubmit that it might be brought to the notice. of ‘the Swedish 
Government that more experienced officers are sorely needed, whilst it would seem to 
ino that’ much usefull work could be done by a certain number of Swedish non-com- 
inissionod officers, who would serve as an invaluable backbone and relieve the actual 
Instructor of many executive duties, which hie can. only perform to the neglect, of bis 
more important finetions. It may be objected thet sach men would ktiow no Persian. 
To this {would reply that the four or five Swedish servants and grooms who have 
agedmpanied various officers have learned much more Persian than their masters from 
the mero force of’ circumstances that they haye been continually with Persians and 
hhave hid no one élae to speak to. 

‘Tho question of the Commanding officer fs ulao a serious one: Tam moat relustant 
tosay a word égaingh Cenoral Hjalinmon, to whose hard work: and organising ekill so 
mnuicly of tho initial success is due, but 1 am of opinion that a better class of officer can 
only be obtained if an officer of somewhat higher ravk in the Swedish ary and 
ty. batter nostal atanding cam be sent, ‘There is io disguising the fict, that 
General Bjalmarson has made himself unpopular with his officers, and that what is 
‘anted! 64 anan to whom all the Swedes would be ready and willing to turn as their 
chief, Such is not the case at prosent, and the fact has produced 1 sort of disposition 
on th pa ‘of eich officor to consider himself vs an independent unit acting on his own 
initiative. 

Tn addition to RAN Steel's report, I also-beg to enclose a list of the Swedish 
instructors yow here,® showing their status in their own army, a statement of thoir 
inilitary troiningg® and copies of the old und present contracts that are signed upon 
entering, the Persian service.” 

Vor Aull dotaila resposting the estimated expenditure upon the gendarmerie I would 
hag to: eefer you to my doxpateh No, 107 of the 14th Apel, in which I tronsmitted to 
yo tho budget drawn up by Generil’ Hjalmarion for the current year, ‘This budiet 
‘ras nocopted by the Government in the usual light-hearted ynanuier that distinguishes 
thelt handling of finuncial matters. ‘he sitnation, ‘of Persian finanjoes is such that it 
would appeat probiblo that it will bn found impossible to carry out for the present the 
titirs selene butlined in Genoral Hjalmarson's budget, I am uot of opinion that the 
formation of « corp# wnobile of 3,000 men ab Tehran is a matter of urgent necessity, 
although it ig a favourite scheme of the Regent's, and J think that; if the gendarmerie 
fe maintained at about its present strongth for n year or two, {t should sulice to perform 
more or less adequately the dutiss for which it was ereat The delay in developing 
the organisation on a larger scalo will afford time to perfect what is already in being, 
‘and will give the Swedish jnstruotors time to become better acquainted with the’ habits 
fd susteius of the country before pushing further abead into new fields. OF courte, 
if money Wore more ablindant it would be eminently desirabie that the gendarmerie 
should take over the Kermanshah-Kasr road, but it is essential under present financial 
conditions to economic, 

Tt ls woll £0 bow in mind that the Swedish police” administration of Tehran is 
closoly affiated with the gendarmerie, although performing quite independent services. 
his free, which tins been organised on somewhat sumptuous: lines, now presents 
budly. of about 1,000 well-drilled ond well-equipped mon rho ate: a great credit to their 

Tuuteudtora, The ew pelics force bas already done really good work in 


* Not printed. 
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‘Tehran, where the oafety of life and property is very-much! gronter 
id ‘than was the 

year ago before the fetes ening into being The advatnietaton vil Gaon bo 
copes the provinces, aud already a Swedish instrtotor has eoniinenoed work at 

vin, The installation at Tehran ix very complete, although it hat buen established 
Ee perhaps mrather lavish acale. The Swedish police instrndtors, like their compateiots 
of the gendarme, have not boon shy in.asking forznoney.. ‘The Porn Govstnment 
Langer: nee to ie lemands: ore robably in the confident: belief 
Rieatl iutesinne  prahitn waoaouag, eee a 


have, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No. 207: 


Major st i 
Saimin ‘jor Steol.to Sir W. Poronley, 


Sir, 


At the present moment there are thirty-four Swedish instruct th 
gendarmerie; of thess, three ate purely intendince officers, two. aa eecner argent 
‘hile two others ure cartographers (non-commissioned officers), leaving a total available 
for ae Be organisation of twenty-seven. 

16 above twenty-seven, six experienced and capable officers ara leavi, i 
At once or at any rate before the end of the year, piers ras pf eae ia 


1, Major Thorell, 6th Kazvin Regiment, xb once. 
2, Major Brandel, headquarters, Juno or July. 
8. Major Siofvert, 1st Tehran Regiment, August. 
4. Colonel Uggla, Srd Shiraz Regiment, September. 
Captain Nystrini, Officers’ School, Soptamber. 
. Major Skjoldebrand, ind ‘Tehran Roytinent, December (Fanvisty), 


In addition two othor experienced offivors, namely Major Moeller, of the 2 
Regiments and Major Greg, of thy sth Koevin acne acpileay Nie RG eoentat 
5 ‘as yot uncertain whethar Major Folke, of th 
woes bast asain Dosen, Will eave otinob assed 
As your Excellency ia aware, the Goverument gendarmerie hive during 

fer montis already Tost. four very. valuable officer by the Heath of Blajors iy a 
Count Lewenbaupk and tho retirement of Colonel Nicolin and Major Borel. 

__ Of the eighteen officars who it ia prossimed will remnin therv is only ono, if General 

iloarson be excluded, namely, Major Glimstoilt, who can be regarded ns a senior 
officer fit for responsible command and Who has bxpetience of the country. ‘Two others 
who may be considered “senior ” offiours, siamely, Major Ktingberg and Major Andeu, 
have mooently arsived from Swedes, ‘The fist is offcialing wo chief instructor in tho 
absence of Genctal Hjalinanson on leave: until November, Ho has been selected for 
intondance an nooout duties, a, thoogh an ofes of the eombotant forme, ‘bo: how 
gone through course in thoes duties. Av fir as Thave bean able to judge he may be 
Fegarded af un amiable officer of no partioular ability, ‘Thy second, Major Andan, 
Hontenany in Mis Speak ogee army, appear pidetionlarly hard-working, capable, 

conscientious officer, but suffers frum ill- i het 
Ea erect ill-hualthiy he #8 employed. oa Goneral Stat 
the remainiog fourtoen officers all are young (betwoon 25 and 20), and only thos, 

Captains Frick, the Enginese officer off the’h fess staff; se ae of hare 
Shiraz Regiment, and De Mare, of the 4th Kerman Regiment, have had any extended 
experiance of the peculian conditions of their work in this country. 

at fo, Excaloos, is war, the fnsoahl snd other responsibilities of the 
senior officers of the various unite are very geent, while the disadvantages in respect 
of lack of knowledge of the country and tho language, wider which even tho 
officers who have boon nearly thres years in the country labour, are considerable 
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while it hos-long been spparent, that nob eyen the energy and ability 
Aisplay. can make up for the lack of numbers, which is) particularly the csse as 
regards the Srd Shiraz Regiment. ‘ > 

Ta my opinion the following number of "senior," that is to say eapablo, officers of 
0 yeata of age and over, {itor responsible positions, are required to replace the above 
mentioned, losses and to erry on elioiently the: present orgunisation independently of 
‘ily fiteredise proposed inthe budge 


Headquarters, Tohtan. 
(lear sehoo! 

An obra Hogininn 
a ain 

‘Sid Shima jy 

4th Kerman jy 

th Kasvin 

Gi spohan oe 


cial pace eet cia = 
* Tho commandant should have the rauk of msjor in the Swediah array. 


In addition the following nambor of young officers are necessary: 


Oficers stool 
ni Tohran Rogiioont 
Bed Shirae 

50h Kazvin 

6th Topahan 


RaW Ree ee tn 


Thaye reason to believes that General Hjalmarson will during his stay in Sweden 
endeavour to secure the seivices of officers for the Government gendarmerie, bur it 
unknown what proportion of senior” officers he wishes to reeruit or to, what category 
thoy will bolong, 1c, whether officers lof the regolur ariny formally deputed by the 
Swedioh Goyeramont, or rotined and reserve officers privately engaged by. tha’ geueral 
swith. the approval of tho Swedish Government, 

It. is. on this question of the recruitment’ of officers that, the future of the 
gondatmerte, iPit is to have any future in Persin, depends, and 1 think itis right, to 
Tepat to your Kxcelloncy the very: fants expressions of opinion with which many of the 
senior offivers of the gendarmerie haye {ixyoured me on the subject, Genéral Hjeimarson 
isnot popular with these officers, ‘They ono and all express the greatest admiration, for 
his powera of work und organisation, but they: Rated ‘that be is not “straight,” that 
hg ib jealous of their social standing, and that he will brook no initiative or independence 
of'aotion, ‘They say that it is for this renson thot he has ‘privately engaged” the 
fourteen young officers who ste among the more recent sppointments, that theso officers 
are not of a calibra to do credit to their country, und that he will find it impossible to 
indice regular officers arid: good officers to core to Persia. Above all, they resent the 
tori ofthe dew eontraet undor which offices are ens to which General Hjalmarson 
has got this consent of the Persian Government, while, as thay say, he has, represented 
thut the suggestion emanated from that Government, Under the old contract un 
officer Ae a el by the Persian Government with a payment of six months’ 
falary,, Under the now contract an oficer can, be summarily, enineed oth Stesrsorel 
recommendition of the chief instructor alone, with no compensation except his travelling 
expenses, 

Pett is of cole necessary to receive such statements with ettion, and in fuimeas 
to General Hjalmaron it should be remarked that, instances have not been wanting 
rhien it has been apparent to your Excellency that Swedish officers have acted without 
roforones to the gotieral, or not supplied him with the information which he had s right 
to expect, 

there cannot, however, be smoke without « fire, snd Lam pene compelled to 
believe that General Hjalmaraon will find it difficult ro obtain the class of officer which, 
necessary us it was when the geridarmerie was founded, is still more necessary now, 
vhen its fate hangs inthe balance. 

Finally, it is dificult, to foresee how the Swedish Government will view General 
‘Hjalmarson's proposals : whether they will be willing to. send officers to what appears 
likely to became: so circumscribed a ‘mission, if, indeed, in view of, their relations with 
Teussin, they should find i possible to send go large a number. The attitude of the 
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Swedish people; too, miet be taken lito account for apparently quévie a 
in the Smrdih press questioniug tho utility ofthe sacthos of Brave Swed ioe for 


people for whom Sweden has no sympathies nnd for s gonitry whero sh has no othr 


Thave, &e, 
R.A, STREL, Military Attaché, 


[29181] No. 208. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdieard Grey.—(Received June 20,) 


(No, 171) 
Six 


Tehran, June 10, 1914. 
IN ray despatch No, 143, Confidential, of the 13th ultimo, I hind the honou¥ to, 
allude to the uneasiness which was being felt by the Persian Govertiment by the inbt 
thit large tracts of collitry Hetween Astrabad and Gumbud-i-Rubite sto being colonised 
by Russian: immigrants who° settled down ‘on lands: ileyally asgiad throwglt the 
instrumentality of Russian agents. i av 
J Have now the honour t forward to you herewith extracts from letters tecently 
received by His Mijesty’s vice-consal’ at Reshit from’ the districts in ‘question, showing 
that there would appear to be serious cause for the anxiety of the Porsian Gaverntient 
in this connection. , ak lt 
Dhave, &o, 


WaLTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No, 208. 


Extracts From Letters received by| British Vice-Conaulate at Resht. 


___ THE Russian settlers:ongaged in transport are causing’ great antiovance and 
injury 10 Persiut peasants by\grazing thoir:aisimaly inthe cultivated fields of the 
Intter. No redress can, hiowayor, bo obtained. 

‘The Russian cofiniasioner at Gumbad-i-Kabue loft for Russia.» short tine: ago 
and returned on the Sth May with 1/000 Rivssion pensants. Ho) has settled these 
jpousarits on tho Government properties sitnated rund Qumbid-i-Kabuz,and exteuiding 
49 faras tho lands of the Day:‘Turkomnns 6 fureakhis from Astrabad, 

ho garden of Abbas ‘Khon ot 'Astrabad has been Ieasod fon ten years by. the 
Russian consul, who is causing the necessary repairs and alterations tobe made to/the 
building th the garden proparatory toiastalling » Russian hospital there, 

Sheik Afahonnned Baghie Fas, withthe help of the Russian ‘consul, hing seized 
lands to the yalua in ull’of 2 crores in Ketal, Shirong, Nireng, ‘aud the Yamut desert 
where the Daz Thirkonions liye, and hag’ sold/or leased them to the Reissians, the 
‘owners of the Jands obtaining: no redress from Sardar Afkim, the Govemor-General: 
His Excellency was’ attacked on this “account ‘a! short time ago. in the” newspaper 
* Bark, oud is now endeavouring to’ induce the Ulema ‘and merchants to seal a state= 
ment reiting the charges brouglit ngainst him in the abovi-mentioned newspaper. 
dae es ot Siesta aye soiled the statement, but the merchants reluse 
to do 60. u Deh 4 

Ak Thuan oles ohagod witha isle try Petersburgh to Astrabad, 
arrived at Karesn on the 9th May, aud thon prooéeded to Astrabid. The Russian 
consul went cut a farsakh-to meet him and escorted him tothe consulate, Tt is 
reported that tho officer was seut on'uccomnt of tho large sums of money the Russian 
cong as spin su lating to Government and also to report 98 the situation 
at Astrabad, because the landowners whose properties have been seized by the Russian 
consul on the pretext of leasing them have boon complaining to St. Petersburgh. 


[ness] 
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(29081) No. 209, 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey. —(Recoived June 29.) 


(No, 191.) 
Six, St. Petersburgh, June 24, 1914. 

‘THI Russian press has, during the last few days, been torn between two opposing: 
feclings, ono the desire to extend to tho columns of its papers the splendid welcome 
‘thich hns elsewhere been acootded to the first battle craiser squadron, and the other 
tho sonse of duty which compols it to give expression to its feelings of bitterness and 
ang a tho pues by Hs Majesty's Governient of the shares ofthe Anglo-Porsinn 
Oi Company. 

T yl! deal sory in anoshor despatch with the press comments om the visit of the 
aquadron, hut it may as well be said at once that im all the messages of welcome there 
hits beon aidiscordant noto of bitter criticism, aimed in most instances loss at England 
than at the Russian Government, who have, 08 the press maintains, allowed themsclves 
to be duped by her. . 

{ vill pass over the bysterieal outburst in the reactionary  Zeinschina,”” and 
¢onfine mysolE to tho articles in the “Petersbirgh Courier” and the Novos Vremya," 
tivo serious organs, and organs which aro moreaver, asa rule, very friendly to England. 

Me formor paper says that it has go often nnd so clearly given expression to ite 
viawe uous tho Triple Bute that it feels free to express ite grief at the recent debate 
ju the Honse of Commons, It blames less the British Goverament, which both has 
‘nd carries out a definite policy, than the Russian Government, which apparently 
neither, wishos nor knows how to defond Russian intereats, ‘The entente hat resulted 
in nothing but loss to Russia and profit to England, though this was Tess, the fault of 
tho lattér than of the inctirable and unpardonable optimism of the Isvolskys and 
Sazonofs, and of their utter inability to understand in what direction the vital interests 
of Rusia 

Continuing to speak directly. of the oil deal, tho “ Petersburgh Courier says that 
at the very moment the Reval domoastations of ieudahip were taking place you 
were openly oxplnining How England had violated the 1907 Agreement. ‘Tho article 
compares this dealto the infraction by Austria of tho Mrateg Agreement, and then 
proceods to enumerate instances of British selfishness and ingratitude and of Russian 
diplomatio paralysis, 

Reverting to the oil question, the * Potorsburgh Courior” describes it as equal, ia 
tte disastrous nature of its effect on Russia, ton unsuecesstul war. An enormots area 
of potroliferous land, principally in the neutral zone, had fallen into the hands of the 
British Government without tho consant-of Russin. “If Jengland herself,” the article 
concludes, voluntarily teara up the 1907 Agreement, let hor take the consequences of 
exploiting the idiocy of others. ‘Phe leader of the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
is « Russian at whose sorvicos are Russian diplomacy and the-gtestest army tho world 
has over een.” 

“Tho * Novoo Viomya article, thouzh perhaps not, quite so bitter, follows much 
tho samo lines aa that summarised above, It begins with a sketch of the history of 
Bnglind’s “friendship” for Russia, which omanated, it implies, not from the heart, 
bout from tho head, ‘ind was inspired by’ two considerations—the rapid recovery of 
Russia after tho Japanese war and the grovth of the German feet. It then tums to 
the burning question of the moment, but says that the purchase of the Anglo; Persian 
Oil Company's shares ig contrary both to the spirit and to the letter ofthe 1007 
Agroenient, and is not likly to assist that strengthening ofthe entento which is. a0 
necessary to both eountries. 

‘Besides the articles. from which I haye quoted, refereneas to the oil, doul aye 
appeared in almost all the Russian papers, varying in violence secording to the 
political leanings of the latter, but nasnimous in denouncing, the purchase of the shares 
‘an infraction of en agreement and soure of danger to our friendship. 

Keo. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 
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(29082) No. 210) 
Sin G. Buchanan to Sir Edvard Groy—(Received Tune 201) 


(No. 192), 
Siz Sk Petersburgh, June 25, 1914, 
ora tte Lonou of being ressived in audience yesterday thy the ngeror aad 
of Hae the letter which the King had commanded me to hand personally 
er reading aloud to me those Portions of it which had toférence to Persia, aud 
after saying that he had on the preceding lay read the memorandum had been 
given to Count Renckendoxt, ibs Boperor enquired hethes it as only robently tht 
North Persia had been causing His Majesty’ doli gr 
: ss ig His Majesty's Goveramient stich’ grave 
replied that, though the ansiety which that aituation’ was eausing then had 
rovently become aduta, 1 had been of gradual growth, I had perovally. fn, the 
sneer of lnat year advocated a frank exchange of views on the subject’ of ate aS. 
Thad even thon feared that the trend of events in the northern proyinees Would soongr 
gx later oreate « situition that might prove fatal to the Anglo-Russian understanding, 
Since then events had been moving rapidly, and North Porsia, was ‘now to/all intents 
nd purposes a Russion province. In saying thin L begged His Majasty to believe that 
we did not for « moment doubt the assumiuces whieh he hid. given ui a4 olds 
deteraninatidn nok to unex any postion of Persian torrtory. We were gaking no 
complaints, we wore only recording actual facts, Unforssoon events’ hud led to. tho 
occupation of certain districts in Norther Persia by Russian troops, and litle by little 
lie whole ihachinéry of the administration hud been placed in’ the hands ‘of the 
Rassian consuls ‘The Governor-Genoral of Azerbaijan wa» a mere puppet, who 
received and carried out the ordars of the Rassian consul-gonoral, and tho: samo’ must 
he said of the Governors at Resht, Kazvin, and Julfa, They wore one’ and all agents 
of the Russian Governinent, and acted in ontire independence of tho Central Covert 
ment at Tehran, Vast tracts of land in North Parsia wore being acquived! hy methods 
which were neither legal nor defensible, large numbers of Persjuna were boing, cone 
verted into Rusgiin-provected subjects, and the taxes wore being collotted by the Russian 
Consuls to the exclusion of the agenta of the Persian financial administration. The above 
systomt was being extended to Ispaban and even ta tho nouttal zon, We hitd uot the, 
slightest desire to dispute Russia's predoininant intorests/ aid’ position it the north, 
but it was the methods by which that predominance was being ‘assorted and the 
attempts that were being mide to exteatlil'to the uentral zone that compelled us to, 
‘ask ourselves whether the time had not come for vs to take measures to vafogwird) our 
own Sunporiant interests in/thit zone and on the Persian Gulf. Thad ventured to speak: 
thus frankly to His Majesty, as I felt that the whol question of Anglo-Russian 
collaboration not only in Persia but in’ Knrope was at stake, The notions of the 
Russian consiils had a cumulitive effect, and, though the consuls were no doubt 
animated by the Jaudable desire of advancing Russian interosts in Porsia, they forgot 
that the policy that they were raed must react unfavourably ou Anglo-Rtissian 
relations all over the world, His Majesty was ayaré that without te support Of 
Porliament His Majesty's Government, much as thoy might desire it, would ‘bo 
powerless {0 maintain the Anglo-Russian unflerstanding oni its present, close’ and 
Autiate footing. “ke sympathies of both the Liberal and Conservative paitios were 
being gradually alienated by what was happening in North Poraia, and it was impossible 
for you to defend the actions of the Russian consuls orto represent them as according 
with the principles of Persian. independence and integrity laid down in the Anglo- 
Meussian Agreement of 1007 
‘The Emperor, 


ng Runs very innportant inureats in the rth. ‘No one zogretell 
himself. Tn the first place, lis could give mo his word of 


the was laying himéelf open to the suspicion of woting contrary to the assurances which 
hie had given us, 
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i i he Russian consuls. The 
5 t the first to complain of the action of tl a r 
Viton othe (Sgt had quite Teal faa eee ae re ee 
hin called his serionsatzenton to the fact thot eal, consul aloue out Hie of poles 
ot his own without any segatd forthe gonoral line of policy preserb by his Govern 
he first thing, therefore, to be done was to control his consws, a 
ane certs neato ae into by a committee at the Sinistry for Foreign 
Affairs. 
‘The Emperor then turned # 
and expressed the strong, con’ 


arden party given in bonowr of 
Etuaay dimnens In Ak coureb 
T informed him of all that 
rofessed to make Light, of 

lod ‘their’ action. 

what 


few dys, and he seomé prey 
greater control over the 

‘unde which tho taxes are coli 

yestorday that he would take a very 

yes all that the consis trere doing, r 

the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of a tour of ins 

‘Ho further told me that he had spoken to # 
transferring M. Korostovstz to another post 8 he 

rplations between our, two Jegations were not 38. 
complained, however, of the tone of recont debates sa the 
tho inveterate suspicion with’ which Russia was regarde 
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think, he said, from the langnage used whenever Russia was credited with harbourin, 
designs of aggrandisement that England had never Inid her hands ‘ov Baluchistan’ eat 
other territories adjoining India in order the better to. scours the strategie ealuty of 
our Indian Empire. I teplied tliat T was not aware that we had ever annexed territory 
in violation. of a formal agreement with another and friendly Goverament. te 
suspicions of which he bad spoken would inevitably be fostered wero the Pp ssive 
advaneo of Russian political influence to be extended sonth through the neural zone 

_ While it is, I think, possible that we may come to some agreement on. the two 
points above referred to, it will be very difficult to obtain a ‘guarantee that) will ensure. 
‘the strict observance of the agreenient thus'arrived at: What, however, presents the 
greatest dificulty ofall iy the question of the neutral zono, Both the Emperor and 
AM. Sazonof advocate its ‘ition, ‘The latter yesterday remarked to me that he could 
not consent to.our absorbing tho whole of it, ond T am very strongly of opition that, sf 
there are insuperable objections to partition, ave mius, by an exchange of motes, clently 
define our respective positiona with regard to it.The Yadian Government appear 
hold that wo must assert one commercial and politial predominance in thal sone, bur 
that we must at‘the same time refrain from adding to our responsibilities by extending 
the area of our preseut sphere. ‘These two points of view are, 60 far as {am able to 
judge, incompatible, nor do Timaw-on what gronind swe ean claim’ predoxninant politcal 
influence in the neutral zone without a revision of. the 1007 agreement. ii have, 
moreover, always failed to understand how we shall udd to our ‘responsibilities by the 
incorporation in our own sphoro of soma portion of the neutral vone, “If we tue 
important interests to defend we shall have to defend them whether they lie within. or 
withont our sphere, and the mere fact that we shall have a more extensive ere of 
influence than at present docs not, to my mind, entail the obligation of defending it by 
force of arms. Should, in the future, differences of a serious churacter arise between 
Russia and Great Britain we shold be perfectly free to choose qur own ground froin 
the stratogical point of view for the defence of India, I do not smyself foresee the 
slightest pons for apprehending an Anglo-Russian conflict for years to come, but 
nothing, I venture to think, is more calculated to create tension between the two 
countries thin to leave the neutral zon, as it ia al present, a debatable. ground) bout 
which there will be constant bickerings and Tibial sesciaina egy 

ao 


GEORGE W, BUCHANAN. 


[29084] No. 211. 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdiward Groy.—(Récetved June 2) 


No, 104.) 
i, St, Potorsburgh June 2, 10kt: 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith tho preliminary aeply’of the 
Russian Government, to the memorandum enclosed in your despatch No, 187.of the 
Sth April Just respecting the Trans-Persian Railway. You will obsorve that the Russiin, 
ote fratismits wud supports a request advadoed by the Russian srriup of thoiSooiéte 
d'Etudes that the latter may now be authorised to take the nevessary steps in ‘Tehran 
for, obtaining an option for: the railway. 

M. Zyeguintvef promised) to: communicate to mo the full reply of the Rossian 
group as soon'as it has taken final shape: sent) ? be 

ave, &o, 


GEORGE W. BUCHANAN, 


4 Enclosure] in No, 211. 
M, Sazonof to Sir @, Buchanan. i 


‘M; ‘Ambassadeur, St, Petersburgh, June 9 (er, 194. 

.. 1 DID not fail-in due course to communicate to the Russian group of, the Société 
a'Btudes du Chemin de For transpersan the substance ‘of the momorandunt enclosed 
in your Excellency's note of the 20th’ March (1ith April) of this year respecting tho 
shove-mentioned railway, a 

Haying studied this document, and having exchanged views with the other groups 
of the Société, tho president of the Russian group has now addressed a communication 
[aesa] 4D. 
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tome, a copy oF which is enclosed herewith, from which it will be seen that, the 
Casts WEbides jusists on the.removal ofthe restrictive condition (contained. in 
}arograph. 15 of the memorandum, sud,on, the necessity of immediately entering. ince 
eee encation with, the Coverament, of slie Shak: relative to.the grant,of an,option 
fer all ines ond concessions for tho construction of a railwox inthe month. 

‘On thet part, the Imperial Governinent regard the wish) expressell by: the 
Sociéta ag fully grounded, and share, the qpinion. that all the questions touched in 
the memotandum of the Loudon Cabinet can. be considerad end decided in one senso 
br another within she perfod (one year) proposed by tho British Goverament, 

‘Ta view of this, Lveapectfally request your Excellency to inform, yayr Government 
tht the Lnperial Government consider further delay in the) question. of seeking an 
Siiion for the, Trons-Persian Railyoy in xenoral. terms and canessions. fon, the 
caectucton of its northern section within the limits of, the, Russian, zono as 
sMdidssibloy aud exprosg, au enmnent desire that the, Société d'lbtndes shall. he now 
iiihorised to take the necessary step ini Tebran supported by tho Russian, British, 
and Breuch Legations. ‘ 

While not gnteting ot present. into n detailed discussion of the above-mentioned 
memorandum, Teonaidex it necessary to-dray your attention. to, an, inaecuraey which 
Tuna noticed: in paragraph 2 of this document. ‘The Imperial Government, in 
greet yi the opinion of the Sooiéié d'études, have not in view an. alignment 
jeiio line from, ‘Tehran, to Ispahan, but consider that it should follow the shortest 
ligament grom. Tehran to Youd, qnd that, tho Soaigté shall be authorised. subsequently 
tp connool the main ling, with, the town of Ispaban by a special branch. 

Tuformiug your Exeollency ap above, and inanticipation of a reply at your earliost 
convenionce, L avail, &., 

SAZONOF. 


i i 


Bnolosure 2 in No. 211. 
Prosident of Committee of Rusatai Group of Société d'Btudes to M. Sazonoy. 


‘St. Petersburgh, May 23 (June 5), 1914. 

THI Société internationale d'tndes du Chemin de Fer transpersan had the 
honour to yoveive from, tho British’ Government a, memorandum forwarded to, the 
Thuain Goverment of the: question of the Trans-Persinn Railway. | With reference 
tthe questions raigod- by ¢hie-momorandum the Russian group have a series of 
aoe aeetp moke, which it will have the honour of submitting to the favourable 
coriideration of your Fxcellenoy in the itumediate future. Now, a8 president of the 
coanmnitteo of the Rusgian group, Lam addressing, the following request to you:— 


Tn nocordance with parograph 11 of the memorandum, the, British Government 
roo to un iinmediate) nuppork of tho request of the Sockété d'fitudes respecting the 
¢ to abby the Persian Goverment of an option for the construction of the railway 
ar Nenta ptoviona soitlemont inoue ‘ory another, sense of the. questions raised in the 
vermoranduan, which snust be decided within-a, year from the grant of euch option. 
fully welcoming. such: deeision of dhe Brith, Government the Socidtd dl btides, 
hovertholess, isnot permitted to present a request for an option. ‘because, by parngrapli 15 
Of tho sao memorandum, an agreement must.be eppaxently, regchet between the 
Soeiges atbtudes and the Euglish compinies, Kerman Mining Syndicatg aud the 
Parion Railways Syndicate, the intorosts of which’ are affected in Southern Persia, 
Tn ew of his, the Socléts d'Studes roquosted the British. group to approach 
the Butish Govoroment anid. to clear ap this contradiction between paragraphs 11 and 15 
See weoinorandum, and it fs asking that, in agvordanee with paragraph 11 of the 
ot hamadae the British Government sball vgres to an immediate support of the 
oquest for tho grant,of an. option on the condition that questions of an serepnent 
ree tho Soeigte d'letuded and the above-named British companies shall be aleared 


‘up within a year of the option being granted 


Informing you a6 nbove, the Société d'Etudes most respectfully begs your 
Exealloneyrnot to. refuse to support sts appeal with the British, Government, so that 
{ray obtain, tho, desired option svithont loss of time amd may, proceed with, the 
constuction. of ot least the noxthermseotion of the reilway. j i 
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29309) No 212. 


Sir W. i + 
neste Posey a Sir Basar’ Groy.—(Received Sune 20) 


(Telographic.) TR. 
tobe “segram No, 117 of th June 
inister for Foreign, Affairs banded me officially yesterd i 
Yaemorandun which ho had previously presnta 0 iho. Resden Mister Th 
Haxtucinuarpenereene Surat | Ce Mee 
Persia’s complaints against Russia are recapitulated under tho following heads 


1, Tnterference of Russian consular officers in Financial Adininistrati 

i : cial Administration, 
2, Purchase of landed property by Russian subject, with tho euppOH of Rape 
consuls, in contravention of articlo:b of Treaty of ‘Tarkmanchai. 

3, Support of Shoja in-his attitude of inaubordination. 


Tehran, Juno 29, 1914, 


Memorandum adds that the withdrawal of Russian i 
, 00 
coronation would make an exedent jmpression, and Toa out ne vtipita 
ae ae of the gendoeerc and the Fiancial Adminjstation is chucked Dy the 
Tn Landing me this communication, Minister for Foreign Affaits oatd thn 
wn Goyette go ft of Hi Many Cevieauben ner 
Convention of 1907, under which Great Britain and Russi undertook to maintain 
the integrity and independence of Persia 
ie Russian Minister replied that, panding the receipt of instruct 
daly sy ht de manorntun cnn sothng ne, Sibert 
etter had it contained sonie suggestions as to how matters could bo arranged. 
Tam sending by. post to-morrow a copy of the memorandum. 





[29318] No, 213, 


Race Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Groy.—(Recoived Juno 29.) 


(Relegraphic.) ; 
FS INC soaeived ffom Tata) No, 90; 27th Tune I ta 


* Sifuntion as regards financial contro) is Apparently teachin i 
M. Molitor tella-me that, in default of receipt enero eat estar 
subjects and lessons of Persian property, he will, after aj few weeksy not be ablo.to moot, 
Government obligations, In order to obvinte’ this he bad, he, said, asked my Russian 
colleague whether ke would! Land over to:financial administration stich of! the:progeeds 
Of these taxes’as might be in sion of the Russian consulate, but hind técoived the 
oR EELS be done without instructions from the Russian Minister at 


‘(Geniidential) 

“Brom some forthor remarks of M; Molitor it is clear that he is| convinced tha! 
pat eae De i crac ee v scadsctorestiameat ot tie cease 
ea ieee taxes is ‘speedily arrived ut, his resignation is only amatter of time, ‘That 
thie latter contingency was being contemplated by Al. Moraard inthe near future yas, 
AL Molitor informed me confidentially, evident from fact that he had been instructed 
iny thie formier to set aside the one year's salary div to,Belgian officials in’ caso of their 
services terminating before the expiration of their contract.” 








29405) 
Sir Li. Mallet to Sir Hdward Grey —(Received June 30.) 


te Constantinople, June 26, 1914. 
"'Y HAVE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from the British delegate on 
tho ‘Turca-Persian Broutier Com nissjon, transmitting the proees-verbause of the sittings 
of the Commision Nos. 27 tn 44, bringing the frontier up tothe Stevan River 
ave, &o. 
LOUIS MALLET. 


Enclosure 1 in No. 214. 
Mr. Wratislaw to Sir L, Mallet. 


gee Khan-Guermale, Tune 6, 1914, 

T HAVE tho honour to transmit Horewith copies of the procts-rerbauie of the 
sittings of this Commision Nos, 97 to 44, bringing the fronuer up to the Sirvan 
aus Tinro 

A. 0, WRATISLAW. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 214. 
Procts-verbal of Thirtysecvonth Mecting of Tureo-Porsian Frontier Commission. 


SWANCE tenue A Kasr-i-Chirine, lo 8 mai, 1914, sous Ia présidence de M. le 
‘commissaire russe. ee om 3 

[talent présents M, le commissnire-ndjoint britannique et les commissaires: des trais 
autros Pnissances, 

‘Lo proods-verbal de la trente-cinquidine séance a été In ot approuyé, et les exem- 
ylaives russen des cartes supplémentaires Nos, 3, 5, 7 eb 8 ont été signd. 4 

MM, Jes commissaires ont diaouts Ia diffrence quion avait conatatés & 1a dernidre 
éanco uate Ja desoription de la frontitre donnée dans le protosole et le tracd de la 
carte annexée tl note identique des Ambasindes. de le Grandé-Brotagne et de Russie 
‘Ala Sublime-Porta en date du 5 (18) ott, 191, 

‘MM, les commisgaites rusye et britannique: font référence! Ia correspondance et 
aun délibémations qui piéeddiiont la signature di protocols. M, Ie commisiaire russe 
rdéelary (que gelles-ci le mbnent:& Ja conclusion que la Tigne qu’on avait en yue était celle 
du mont Ak-Dagh, indiqué sur la Carte identique: réduite. ML le commissaire,britan- 
nique dit de mame qu'il nentrotient aucun doute A co sujet, | 5 

M. le commissaire persan cite le passage suivant de In notice adresse pale Sublime- 
Ports aux ambassades des doux Puissances médiatrices en date du $1 mars, 1918: 
«.., et partageant en devx partios dgales le Deschti Kizil, traversers le cours d'eau 
do Kouréton ot rejoindea la ligue aotuello de démurcation sur In ligne.des sommets de 
Ta chaine dAK-Dagh.” “Le ligne de démareation actuelle,” ajoute-i, est la ligne 
otuelle des postes-frontibre,” : 
era je ecmnaite Tuseo fat observer que pour Guérdbi, pour Var-Baulend et dans 
autres 04g; on a suivi le tracé de ln,carte annexée, L'échange de Kani-Bex et de 
Sorkalé a été également arrangéo sur la base de lndite carte, i - 

‘M. te commissaire ottoman déclare que 1é ligne actuelle de, démareation mentionnée 
dans la note de Ia Sublime-Porte ue pent pas étre la ligne des postes-frontidre, car 
collesccl né sont jamais stabliga sur a liga’ méme, mais bien en erridre, ot il y a 
toujours entre les postes ot In frontitre un certain espace. D'autre parte, In Sublime: 
Porte précise: atte ce de démaxeation en disant qu'elle se trouye sur Iu ligne des 
sornmeta do Ia chains d!Ak-Dagh, 
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M. le commissaire persian dit quill tient au mot de “Kishka,” inclus’ da 
description de la Tootibee dapite Te protocsl, aie 
Ona parlé ensuite de la question de Kouréton, 6t MM. les commiissaires ottoinan 
eb perssn sé sont engagés A se rendre le lendemain A Kourétow potir etudier cote 
question. 
Fait 4 Kusr-i-Chiting, le 8 mai, 1914, 
Y. MINORSKY. 
A. TT, WILSON, 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
AZ, SAMIB, 


Buclosure 3 in No. 214, 
Provke-verbal of Thirty-cighth Mecting of Tureo-Persian\ Frontier Commiteion. 
SEANCE tenne A Knsr-i-Chitino, le 9 maj, 1914, sous Ja présidence de M. le 
commissaire ottoman. 


. Btnienty présents M. le commissaire-adjoint, britainique et les commisudives dés 
trois ie Puissances, 

_, MM. Jes commissnies ont signé la seconde wério des oxemplaive persans de Cirle 
identique, fouilles Nos. 18 8, ainsi que les fenillen 6,7 ot R de In troinitme es a 
trosidme série. dew exemplaires: russes, feuilles Nos, 14-8; Voriginal ob Vexemplaiie 


britannique de hu Carte eupplémentairs No. 8, 

Aprds examen de In carte drossée par le eorpa toohnique, on éat tombé dlaccord: sur 
Te tracé suivant de la frontidre  partirde!’Elvendi, Lo iligue-frontidne quitte le medium 
filum aqua do VElvend ot 6 dirigo Ma eolline dito Sukye-Agarch en ligas dirdoto, de 
fugon 2 sdparer, autant que pou so faire, les! champs appartebant. au village Halite 
‘Saleh a ottoman) de ceux: Sipe’ au village Chir Zod (c6té person): De oe 


point la frontibre va en ligne dfvite aw posto-frontidxa ottoman No, 2h paktir don 
elle suit la ligne des  Foser-frontite ottoman juxqunu porto qu peésdda colle Oro 
‘De co poste elle va tement-® un point go trouvant.& 19 mbtrds en fioe (0 Test) du 

ite d'Omarova, € nt lek erdtes des petites coltines, descend dans uni ravin’ pris 
Qu poste de Derbendjile (No, 6). 

La frontitre suit cs ravin en’ aval jusqu'd son cbbAuent Aveo un autre grand) ravin 
nomioé “ Khir," ou ravin do: Dethond} / quelle suit en amont, pour ung distinicg de 
200, motres, jusqu’d Tendroit of Je chemin qui va ti poste de Derbendjik i celui do 
Seifich (No, 7) vient le coupor, 

A partir do ce point In frontidrs suit-ledit chemin jusqu’d Hendroit ow osluisot 
‘traverse un rayin-venant de lwdirection du nord, Hie duit le riyin lit en amont 
eb atteint une colline situde d) 600 mbtree d Test! du poste ottoman de Kanepoite (Nov 4), 
Dela elle suit les crdtes d’une range de collines a'étendant vers l'est-nord-est et atteint 
les ordtes du mont Ak-Dagh, Elle suit cos ardtes eb, arrivée & la tote d'un rayin, qui 
débouche ding la rivibre de Kourdtow & 1 mille et demi a Youest du villaye dwméme nom, 
elle descend dans le ravin et le suit juaqu’d ln riviore:de Kourétou, 

La ligne-frontidns remonte ensuite la rividre de Kourétou cn at’ ivant le edium 
lum aque jusqu’s ‘Teng-i-Hammam, 
acest cousins ont 66 constitu pon. dppiquer. wit Te Tieux te trod 

MM. Tes comuissaires persin ct ottoman ayant constaté In nationalité des 
habitants du village de Kourétoy, il est décidé que cs village fera partie du territoire 
‘pers, 

~__ Bn conaéquenes, ona arndté au cours de cette séance + (1) lw ligne-frontidte entre la 
rivitre de I'Elvend jusqu’ Tong-i-Hammam, et)(2) le sort du village de Kouréton, 


Fait & Kasr-i-Chirine, le 9 mai, 1914. 


AY. SAMI. 
Y, MINORSKY, 
(Pour Ie Cupitaine Wilson), 
‘A. ©, WRATISLAW. 
BTELAOL-MULE. 


[esd] 4E 
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Enclosure 4 in No. 214. 


Prodva-rerbal of Thirty-ninth Meeting of Tureo-Persian Frontier Commission. 


SBANGE. tenue A Mamychan, le 18 mai, 1914, sous Ia présidence de M. le 
commiasaive-adjoint britannique. 

Wtalend préaiits M, Ie commissaire-adjoint’ britannique et les commissaires’ des 
trofa autres Puissantes, 

Tes procds-Yerbaux des séances Nos. 95 et 86 ont été signés, 

Ties rupports’ des trois. sous-commiasions nommées & Ii trente-sixitme séance, ont 
ks Tu approuée’ parle Commission, qui a ddeidé qu’ils soient annexé wu pidsent 
procbs-verbale i 

‘On a fait lecture ensuite dee déolirations présentées par MIME les. commissaires 
persian ot ottoman conformément X Ia résolution prise \ la trente-s 
Concernant le drvit de paturage des Sindjabis, Cea déclarations se trouyent, annexées 
Au pidouit’practetorbal,, MAL, leu: commissuires britannique ot russe font savoir qu'il 
‘émettront vn exposé de leur vue sur cette question & tine prochaine eéanice, 

Sué la proposition dé Mf lo coimissaire britannique, ta Commission décide de 
rasyenler cout les descriptions de la froutitye depuis Pao jusguay fleuve de Sirvan en 
Un seul recuell qui sera examine minutiousement et hnnexé A un procts-versal ultérionr, 
‘Lo seordtatint a 6té chargé do tire ce qui est névessaire, 

MM, les commissaines exarainent ensuite Tes cartes dressées par le corps: technique 
6b appliquent su celles-ci 1a “deséription donnée par le protocale de ta pattie de Ia 
frontidre entre Ia vividre de Kouréton et Bendi-Bamu, 

Tie traed suivant a vt6 accopté par In Commission + 


Apris avoir quitté le rividre dle Kourétou A Vendroit marqué par la. borne No. 59, 
lu frontibre suit Ia, oréto quiconstitue 16 partige doa eaux des plaines de Thin Sourke 
do Zobab, eb qui porte: suegessivement les nomy Asengueran, Bishken et Beziran; 
onatite, passant parle col de Kul-i-Huan, elle ge dirige dans Ia direotion du nord-ouest 
vers Kubivtiluku en passant le long du partage dex eax de Sirvan’ ot d’Abbassan, 
Quittint eotte ctdte A un point situé a un’ dimi-millo au oud do Kali-i-Pilaku, elle 
continud dans la direction du nord-nard-est en suivant toujours le partage des eaux entre 
es plainos de Hujilur ot de ilaku eb coupe les deux chomins qui-conduiseut, respective- 
mont \ Tehia Sourkh et 4 Hajilar, A partir de Ta, In frontidre remonto Ja crite du 
mont Scbevaldyr, qu'elle desoand de ev point le. plus éleyé (point astronomique) ; elle 
dosoond do co polit dans Ja allée a'Abyssin et so ditige sur Bard-i-Schaltan, un 
ontasgement de piortés qui so trouve & o6té du chemin de Berilé M Hourine A droite de 
In rividre d'ALbasian ob pris de la rive droite d'un ravin. Lo frontibeé suit Jedit ravin 
dann la direction de est jusqu’h Ia premidre créte au pied occidental de Bendi Bamou. 
Billo monte wur cette ordks ob Ta siit dane In direction dusud-cst, jusqu’d son exteémitd 
nidridionale, en triversanb le:ravin de Bavousi (Babiasi). A partir de la, ello tourne 
Yoru Te nord.est pour atteindre Je contrefort audoest de Bamou, quielle remonts 
jiiqu'an somniet. ¥ : 

‘Deux sous-commiasions ont 6té constitnses pour gppliquer ce trncé sur lee Tieux. 

M. le commissaire oftorian seldve. qu'une: partie des propridtéa d'Abdullah! Bog 
reatera du(cdtd porsan, et il domands quo icelui-ci joniasa de ses droite de propriété. 

Fait A Munyshun, Ie 16 maj, 1914. 

be a A. 'T, WILSON. 

EPELA-OL-MULK. 
'Y, MINORSKY. 
AZ, SAMTH, 


Declaration by Persian Commissioner. 


Le droit du piturage dea tribus persanes ot partioulidrement les Sindjabis dans Jee 
torritoires cddlés \ Ja ‘Turquie est chose incontestable; Dervich Pacha et Khourchid 
‘Pacha Vafirment ans leurs rapports, ot MM, les commissaires ont ju s'en informer et 
Gonsbater aneiaue existence des quartions divers de ostte tribue duns Tes temitoires 
oil. 
Ceci dtant, il est, je crois, trop difficile, sinon impossible & 1a Commission de: se 


+ Unapitre 29, rapport do Dervish Bach, 
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rallise’ {i Ja" déslaration de ME le commissaire ottomon, suivant laquelle In Commission 
itmirait: pis de" ooimpétence poiirpolutidnner Ja question. du droit de phturage des 
Sindjabis. Car la mission méme de ddlimiter a froatitee comporte celle de solutionnor 
Jes questions subsidiaires qui surgiraient 2 cet effet, 

__ Des prévédents essentielloment. frappants existont dans les annales, si Yon peut sins] 
dire, de notie Comminsion, En offet, Je Protocole de Constantinople: dolutionns Ta 
aqustion do page dis Kader Vyani Dalunper Ua Commision eleéme 04 

‘une décision relativement aux droits privés des Filis et div Vali de Poucht-i-Kouh 


8. 

Bien plus, si M. Ie commissaire ottoman ne se croyait pas compdtent pour réglementer 
Ja question du uroit de paturage des Sindjebis, Sontaeat acest aooeals i aaeates 
dans les aéances tenues & Abi Natt et 1 Kanibuz?—aéances. dans lesquelles il n'a 
nillement soulevé son inoompétence et a (seulement demandé du temps pour #9 
reneeigner A Shaneguine, 4 

jans ce ons je nie puis done nullement me rallier t-gou opinion et laisier on au 

Je riglemont déBnitif de evtta-queation, E oe en 

Eh conaéquenice, je prio MM. les commissaines des’ Puissatices médintriges da voulote 
bien, conformément att prisictpe d'aprds laquel le traafyrt d'Gn tertitoie pat un Beat i un 
autre ne peut porter aucune tsi aux droite dis habitants redonnstte formule ot 
usein de le séqace V'existends, comme par le puss, du droit de phturige des Sindjabia eb 
autres: droits. privés (proprigté, e.) que les tribuspersanes peuvent, avoir dans: Tou 
territoirus eédés, sik : ; 

Je dois, en torminant, ajouter que ei malizré inysaiseinblance de déoliner la 
compétence, MM, les commissiires: ‘dea Pussanices tnédiatrios eroitatenb devo a allioe 
A Topinion de mon colldgue ottoman et remettre Iu aclution définitive de Ia question h 
es ndgoclutions diplomatiques, le Commission devra aw inoins déoider que ‘Peta des 
choses aotuelloment existant vera respects jusqu'au roglement) définitit dela question 


par voio diplomatique. 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
Kasr, le 13 mai, 1914, 


Declaration by Ottoman Commissioner. 


Je soussigns, eommissairo Imperial ottoman, delay que, jai rel do mio 
Gouvernement de instructions ma, presorivant do communiquer & la Conaraisgion quo In 
question du piturage dea Sindjabia ne gatas, pn parm ex attributions 6 Ta 
Commission, Ih solution doit. étre, résonvée 2 dea négooiations ulbérietires entre les deux 


Gouvernements. 
AZ, SAMIE, 
Kasr-i-Chirine, le 10 mai, 1014. 


Report. 


Conformément } Vinstruction dorita.ci-annexée, 1a sous-commission west 
411 mai, 1914, & 3 heures et demie du matin atx, postes-ontioye oftpmins’ pour 
faire driger des bornes, d i 

Eu premies lieu elle sest rendue an poste de. Derbendjikt (poate No. 7 do linstruc- 
ting), et commencé par l'érection d'uué borne (No, 68) sur la colline située & pens prds 
200 mitres awnord-est du poste ottoman mentionns, 

Entro-temps, ello.a chargé Mehmed Effendi; auguel elle a adjoiné Mohsen Khan, de 
be rendre au poste ottoman d’Amarova (No. 6 de Vinatrugtion) afin q'y faire Griger 1a 
borne No. 84. i 

‘Ces messionrs ayant conataté que le poste ottoman est: constriit sur une colline 
dont Io obté est descent! A pio dana un ravin ot il'n’y A son sommet qu'une apace de 
15 midtres entre Jo poste et, le bord du rayin, ont décidé de construire liv borne 
No, 643 cptts distance dlenviron 15 mdtrys Vest du posto ottoman, décisiow que la 
ous-commission w approuvée. 

Ensuite ly sous-eommission s'est rendoe an ravin mentionyé dans: sex iustruotions 
(ravin ou Kher de Derbendjik); A'cot endroit elle « fait ériger Js borne. No. 6, qui se 
trouve située environ 2 100 mbtres’h Vest du. ravin_marqué sur Ja carte nouxellement 
dressée ot pros la piste allant du poste ottoman do Derbendjik au poste de Beifieh, 
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‘La soni-obinthission east enfin rondue-au poste de Karapoulé et yn fait ériger In 
borne No. 57, Cello-ni se trouve sur une-colline située & peu pris 4 600 mitres & Vest 
du poste de Kurapoulé (No,'9 de instruction), 
Fait 0 Kast, le 13 mai, 1914, 
MANSOUROS SALTANEH. 
MEHMED KAMI. 
Carrramse ALIEF. 


Instructions. 


‘La. dous-somméasion-composde de MM, le Capitaine Alief, Mansouros-Saltaneb, 
Mobmed Tefendi, été chargde de se rendre oprés-demain eur les lieux ot d'ériger 
‘quatre bornes : 

1, A.80 mbtres dest dis Koulé No. 6; 

> Bur le orbte de: la eolling’situge 200 mdtres environ au nord-est dw koulé 
No. 7, pros du rayin. marque ‘sur la carte; . 

Bor le grand avin d Tembouchure dun petit rvin venant du nord du Kouls 


0. 9. 
4, Sur la colling sitnée 4 800 métres environ h Vest du: koulé No. 9. 
‘Les numéros sont marqués d'apres In carte, 
Y. MINORSKY. 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
SAMIH. 


Report. 


Conformément aux instructions ci-annexées de la Commi 
dis 16 Lani, 1914, 8 10 Beures du matin au ‘leng- 
Ni hore en fee dit point astronomique de Karta tout pris do la rive gauche de 
Te aivibne de. Kourétou, on face d'un: avin qui remonte dans ls direotion du nord 
jsquiat sommet do Asengueran, 
‘Dimwnsions: Hauteur, t motre; diamdtre ‘Ala base, 14 metre. 
Construction de pierre ot do ciment, 
Q. H. D, RYDER. 


Lieutenant-Oolonel; R:E. 
‘AZ. SAMI, 
ABDARRAZAK. 


Tnatiructions, 


La’ Conimijasion’ w chargé’ MM. le Major Aviz Samihi Bey, ‘le Colonel Ryder, 
Abdatraedk Klan do fire Gxiget une borne sir ls rivibre| de Kourétou & Vendroit ait 


ey eee ‘YV, MINORSKY. 
EPELA-OL-MULK, 
AZ, SAMIH, 
‘\. 1, WILSON. 
Kasi-Ghivine, fe 19) mat, 1914. 


Conforméient nux inatraotions ci-anniexées do la Commission, Ios soussignés se sont 
rendus, le 10 mai, 1914, ’ Kourétou, et ont fait ériger une borne & lative droite du ravin 
Aaa jonction aves la xividre de Kourétou, i. une distance 4°) peu pres Ad mnille:’ Foust 
dir eitlage de Kourdtou, en pierre lide’ avec du ciment, auteur, 1 mbtre. Diamine 
J a'bise 1f mbtro.) Enfla, ils sont montés sur PAk-Dagh et-ont choiai emplacement 
va Ta-donsitme borne. sur un sormet d’Ak-Dagh 2 la tate su susdit-ravin a 
Manu douvrier, ent bora na dté eonatraite quo lo 11 mai, on pierre Tide avec di 
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ciment. Hauteu } dinm’ ‘sit 
conn Bes nad sbi tre’ 1) Ia base, 2 m&tres;” et visitée par les repré 
©. H, D, RYDER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, R.B. 
KAN, TAKHAKAYA:; 
DJAUIL-OL-MOLK: 


Toll mai, 1914. REMEDY 


Ta sous-commisiion composée de MIL 1 juli 
Capitaine Talchakaya, Mehmed Effendi, est alatpeod eheee cane ay 
an vind. maion don movin avec Ia rivibee de Koudton environ 14 mille Tout 
2. Surl'Ak- Dagh, dla t6te du meme ravin, 
Y, MINORSRY, 
BYELAOL- MULK. 
AZ. SAME, 
(Pour te Capitaine Wilson), 
Kasr-i-Chirine, le 10 mai, 1914, tA ES) 


Enclosure 4 in No. 214, 


Proske-verbal of Fortieth Meeting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


eas tenue A Mamyschan, le 18 mai, 1914, sous la prisidenoo do M, lo 


commas prea. 

itaient’ présents M. i issaire-ad joi zt 
trois antres inaase ear eas 

procis-verbaux des séwnces 37 ¢t 99.ont 6té lus et approuvés, La Conimis 
ayant terming ses trayaux’d Mamyaohan, i sarap on dia are 
gant te pees ey ila 6té décidé do a0 diriger vers. ly rividre 
es commissaires ottoman et) porsan sont tombés @'aovord qui’ la frontide, 
male ds Bane, co ‘tte dans Is dieetion au 

you formant. Io es can de: YAbbanss 
aivi-Chery Ik rjignent, du elté cranial De 2 Is oatine aie it 
pattage de eaux dana ln ditetion de Pst jus’ In elinewtevant A Youeat de Dosht- 


ique et Lea commissaires des 


15 

: és & Dong Koundlid, le 20 mia, Jes commissaizes sa sont i 

Piacen putin eaten Thorne ur Ie colline Sane ere ee 
Drive part up wun enanain ad charg gate barn A Ted hl 


homin ent vi 0 i 
renee log vilages a'Azguelé ot do Poushti travers Io partage den eaux de 


cas ees nese lee yis au cours de cotte séance la ligne-frontidre entre Bend-i+ 


Fait & Deré-Koundjid, le 20 mai, 1914. 
ETRLA-OL-MOLK, 
(Pour le Capitaine Wilson), 
A. 0. WRATISLAW. 
‘V. MINORSKY, 
AZ. SAMIE, 


Enclosure 6 in No. 214, 
Procds-vorbal of Forty-first Mecting of Tereo-Peraian Prontiar Commission. 
_ SEANOE tenue A Zarbne, te 21 mai, 1914, sous Ia présidence de M. le com 
missaire russe, ee 
eta a Sieorsk ee Je commissaire-adjoint. britannique et les oommissaires des 
[1684] £7 
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‘es procds:verbaux des agances 87 et 99 ont, dt6 signés eb coax des séances $8:<t 40 
lus et approuvés, 
‘Les rappor 


re qui a été arcété 
iit vers le nord le 


ion de Vest la ligne des oxétes jusqu’an sommet 
de hwutem). Bile desoord ensuite au coofloent 
To contrefort de Begzal qui va dans Iq direction 
itre de Khaki-Divane ot un ancien koulé en 
ruine, 
“Liv prochnine adunee été fixée pour le 27 courant \ Tawila (Tavalé), 
Tn conaéqiience, on a artdts au cours de cette séance Is Tigue-frontitre entre 
Ban-i-dar et le Siryan, 
Fait & Zardne, le 21 mai, 1914. 
Y, MINORSKY, 
i (Pour Je Capitaine Whoa 
A.C. WRATISLAW. 


¥ETELA-OL-MULK. 
AZ. SAMI. 


Rapport de la Sous-Commission. 


Conformémont aux. instructions ci-annexdes de Ta Commission, Tes soussignés 
sommes rendus 4 la plaine do ‘Tilakw ot avons fait construire, our Ia ligne do portage 
Tea caux situdes entre la montagne de Kouli-Baghan (Carte identique), et Schovaldysy 
‘Teus bores, Ges doux bornes ont. 6 drigées, l'une sur In route qui vient de ‘ilakeu ’ 
Sorkalé ob Tautre our celle reliant Hajilar & Sorkalé, Cell» situge sur la ronte ‘ilaleu— 
Sorkalé No, 61 a2 metres de hauteur ot 8 mbtres de base, construite entidrement en 
pierses arrosées de gypae. 

Gullo aituds sur’ In route Hujilar-Serkalé No, 62 a 1} mbtre de hauteur eb 
14 mitre de base, construite entidrement en pictres lides avee du gypse. 


MEHMED NAMI, 
MOUZAFFER. 
H. M, COWRIE, Major, R22 
D, BELALER, 

Tilak, le-VT mai, 14. 


-annexées) de Ja Commission, les eoussignés 
‘ob avons fait construire sur la rive 
qué sur la carte supplémentaire 


de lndite stb 
Pere ire do hauteur et 1}-mbtre de 


ine borne en pierres 
base at portant le No, 63. ; i hes 
Bhsuite les soussignés sommes rendus sur lv rive droite de la mame rivibre et 
avons constaté mm grand amoncellement de pierres de 15 mbtres sur, 7 metres de base 
et 3 matres de hauteur situé sur ls rive droite du ravin ‘de Berde-Cheitan sur In route 
Sint Honrined Setkalé, Cet amonesllement, portant également le nom de 
Cheltan, a 6té uccepté cofame In borne No, 64. 
‘Tlazimut entre Is borne No, 63 et la borne No, 64 est: de 42 degrés aves le nord. 
1D, BELAIER. 
MOUZAF! ‘FER. 
MEHMED NAMI. 
Maniyschan, le'18 mai, 1914. 
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La Conmission a chargé le Major Cowie, Seler Muzaflar, Mehmed: Effendi 
M, Belaief-de-mettrojen vigueur 1a dévision dé Ix, Commission on dato du 26 tol of 
@ériger les bornes suivantes : 


1. Sur lo partage dea eaux entré ‘Tilaku eb Hojilar sur] indi 
wee 9 Pattoge de ae alt eur les deux routes indiqudas aun 
, Le point ot Iv frontibre quittant Shavaldar descend i 
TAstiaees eee aawontndemmieen Mena mee as ee 
ATW. 

M, 

LS 

Le%6 mai, 4. M 


Report. 


“Ta souy-conimiasion, conformément 2 Tinstruction dorite e’annexde, sestaendue sur 
les Tiews et a fait driger les bornen auivantea: 


Pee ook fl du myin qui vient joindre la rivitro d’Abbadim pros Vendroit nomid 


2, Sur la’ collin située environ 1,000 mbtres an sud de Ja bor ti 
du o6té nord du ravin de Bawisi ; aa 


3, Sut Ja colline situés erniviron 1,400 mdtres a Test de In weoonde borne, 


‘Toutes ces bornea ont. été construites «veo des pierres qui, dans les deux promibres, 
out couvertes de gypeo et dans la troisibme peiutes en rouge, La premitre eb lieeoonds 
borae ont chaoune 2 mbtres de hauteur et 3 mbtres do diambtre & la base, et a troisitine 
ala mémd base avec 2} mbtres dé hauteur, ‘ 


Fait Mamyschan, to 17 mai, 1914. 

M8, 
ALT. W, 
AZ, 8. 


Tnatructions. 


La Commission a chargé le Capitaine Wilson, Mansousvs-Saltanch,, Io ‘Maj 
Axis Hay dlesiger ln bornes cuivantoa? 2 Hes 
Let 2, Sur los doux pics des eollines & droite ut a gaucho dit ravin de Bawial nite 
endroits marqués sur In carte, 
3. Surla eréto auedessus dun ravin de tn rive: gauche dW’AUbassin passant Wu odt6 
sud de Bendi,Cheftan, 


Le 16 mai, 1914. 


Enclosure 7 in No. 214. 
Procke-verbal of Forty-second Meeting of Tureo-Porsian,Frontien Commission: 


SEANCE tenve & Balleha, le 27 mai, 1914, sous In présidance de M, lo comunissaire 
ottoman. 
‘Etaient présents tous les commissaires, 

Les Prosts-verbaux Nos, 38 et 40 ont été signés ot calui de la dernitre eéinoe Tu 

et approuvé, 
Posture 1 6té donnds de exposé de MM. les commissuires britannique’ et russe de 

Jour point de vue ausujet des droite de pitunige des Sindjabis. Ta 6t6 decid 
dlannexer cot exposé au présent Secret 

MAL ls commissaires ont disoaté ensuite Yapplication des stipulations du protocols 
oe Fapportant & la partie de In froutiare au nord dit Sirvan, 
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‘AM. lo commissaire porsan’ déelare’ que, lors des’ pourparlers qui ‘ont précédé I~ 
conclusion du protocole, om ne savait pas aw juste oi se trouvaient les dix-sept villages 
Séalatnge pouria Perso,” Clest pour cotte raison, qu’on_a confié la delimitation do cette 
partie de la frontitre 2 le Commission. I cite a Kenge de sa thse le mémorandum 
veers } Ja note de 'Ambassade de Russie adressée 4 la Sublime Porte en date du 
5 (18) aah, 1919, inst que le chapitre xxxix du livre de, Dorvich Facha. Avant 
Gonmtats que les die-sept villages se trouvent tous au nord de Nowsoud, il demande que 
pout Ia partie de la frontidre située: entre Tedit village et le Sirvan om 9 rapporte 

in watts quo do 1848, 

ae ere gomiasaire ottoman fait cheervor quo les stipulations dy protocole,sont tebe 
expliites, qui disent que: la frontitro devra Otro délimitée, 2 titre, exceptionnel, en 
prenaut en donsidération les changements survenus jusqu’d V'snnée 1905. 

A! To commissaire britannique dit que losdits. villages n'entront, pas en question 
pout e qui concerns lo principe de délunitation ; 1p protooole n’en fait pas mention. 
Vier utipdlations. cont nées dun compromis oatroyant des avantages & Ia Turquie en 
Tnatibre dea modifications survemues entre, 184X et 1905, celle-ct ayant, en revanche, 
{hit des conocasions ila Porse dans le partie septentrionale de la frontibre. = 

ME. To commisgaire russe fuit In téeapitulation de négociations qui ont eu Tew 
Constantinople. 11 pattage Popinion da son callégue britannique yue les dispositions tu 
protocole sont: suffisamment explicites, Ia Commission « comme thiche de constater les 
Fangementa apportés au atatw qua jusqu’d Yannée 1905, et de clétimiter Ia frontitrs: nur 
cette base, tbe 

Sur In pritre de MM, les commissaires russe ot britannique, M. le commissaire 
pts cortinbnique la Tiste buivante dos villoges réslaméa par Te Herse 

Nowyoud, Hadjidj, Nowdecke, ‘Cherrekan, 
Balkha-Oulia at Balkha-Vousta, Khan: 

einine, Khatiedon, Ber-Bevaz, Dorremur, Guotobini, 

Agslare, en. possession persine, A Vexception 

fate suivante des villages situés 

Ses informations sur ce 

de lea vérifier ot do faire 


sréoitde A la prochaine séance, : 7 
FS Ea procuains. aGance & été fixée\ pour 1é lendémain, & 8heures, Tn conséquence 


on’a disputé' pendint cette. séance In frontibre entre Je Sirvan et Ia montagne de 
Kemadjar ot partioulldremont la question des villages. persana ot ottoman. 


Fait & Bulkha, le 27 mai, 1914. 

Pait A Ballsha, le 27 Ay. BAe: 
‘A. 0, WRATISLAW. 
TELA-OL-MOLK. 
V. MENORSKY: 


Declaration. 


So rapportant dla discussion qui s ou lieu A tu séonco dui 16 mai concernant les 
droits des Sindjabis nur Tes terrains prés de Ia‘ montogne de Baghtohé, les eommninsa yes 
{hitaanique ot rusee etolent devois exposer lo résultat do ours investigations persounelles 
ce sujet: 

1, Daptds Dervich Pacha (chapitre xxtx de son rapport), du tomps do la visite do ls 
premibre for tent 1849-52), es hivernsges dos Rind his s'étendaient sur les 
Fiainoa entre Khaudliie, Kyzyl Robat, i rive droite do TAbi-Nafy ot a sive gauche 
Te Galan; les Sindjebia regardaiont ost yaylas comme lout propriété personnelle et ne 

ayaient pas @impots & Baycid. ie 
‘i ens Tésenits des reprisentanta oficisls britanniques ob russe confirment 
yatenunt We proouco des Singjabia on hiver sur les teritoiess'étendant jusqua: Kyzyl 
Rabat: 

3, Los soumigase' ont pu constater personnelléient In prisence. des mombreus 
campements Sindjabis Test de Jn montagne de Baghtshé entre YAbi-Naft et lElvend. 
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On nous = Ggulément oonfirmé Je fait’ que les Sindjabie Gchangent et vendent 

exclusivement entre cux-mémes leurs piturages 4 Boghtehé, Ivest surtout 4 noter 

dp sgeulenseu i fa pas antes tebus qu wing ux pturnges musmentionnés pres 
Baghtohé et qui puissent en contester In possession aux Sind} 


sound 22 gu préeio, nous oroirons juste que In tibu des Sinai rest on pee 
Jouissance de tous leurs droits dé pilturges sur les territofren 4 Yost de Baghtché 
frunsférés Ala Turquie X la suite dela présente delimitation hasds eur le Protocole 


final, 
¥. MIVORSEY, 
Balktha, le 13 (26) mai, 1914, ie 


Enclosure 8 in No. 214, 
Proces-verbal of Forty-third Meeting of Tureo-Persian Frontier Commisrion. 


__ SHANCE tonne’ Balkha, le 98 mai, 1914, sous ta présidenco de M, 16 commissatre 
britannique. 

Ftaiwnt présents tous les commissaires. 

Te procts-verbal de la dernitre adanee a Gté In et approuyé et oslui do Vavant= 
dernidre séanee signé. Le Se do Ta sous-commission siommés & 1a quarantituie 
séance a dté Ju «t approuvé Il se trouve annexé in présent proota-verbal, 

M. le commisnire ottoman donue dlabord su répones aux réelamutions de M. le 
commissairo persan concernant les villages situés dans Precio aA yeeknta 

Trésume ainsi la listo des villages : 


Nownoud, Cherrokan ot Nervi: De cet train villages.on recrutait des goldats 
depuis 1848, “En 1288 (xu) Je burexu de. reorutement du district’ demandé, des 
roorniés, mais Osman Pacha, Gouvernear d’Alebdjé, a xépondu que cea villoges: étaient 
inhabitée. Lo mobilo de cotte réponsé fut que Ie pasha était parent de Djater Sultan, 
On ng sest pas rappelé depuis de cos villages, 

Khon-i-Guermélé, Queiméno (Kemine), Kani-Dink (Khanedon), BorHrvay et 
Derel-Mar-(Dérremur): Ces cing villages appartenaicut on 1848 @ ‘Ia Turquie ila 
persia lea impdts ef, fourniasaiont dea reoriies, ‘Sur les petites collines av nond de 

han-i-Guuermélé i} existe les ruines du poste:trontidre ottoman, 

Dezaver: Celui-ci dépend de, Tavilé (Tavalé), 

Balkin lym desc lege paren) 08 noah aap trois comme lerdit) M. te 
commissaire persan. Tan, Balka-Oulia est le village qui, est situ au sud-oupat de la 
route d'Alebdjé & Tavilé, duns le ravin; Tautre, Balkehu-Soufla, ve trouve dans fy mnéme 
ravin un pei plus au sud. To troisitme dont parle M. le commissaire poraan nest 
quiune-dépendance de Balkha-Oulis, Les quelques maisous qui s'y frouvont, ont dus 
construites année deenidrs par lox habitants de celti-ci, Ces deux villages ont de tout 
tomps payé les impOts ot fourni des rearucs, 

Guotehini et Deymédjou; Ces village sont situde:prda de 1a plaine do Chehe-i 
Zor, Tis donnent des recrues et payent les impdte. Ledernier fait partie des domaines 
de la Couroune, 

Bani-Cher et Khati-Koul (Khaneghol): Ces villagos no trouvent, au nord de 
Kemadjar, ot cote partic de la frontitre so. trouve délimitée par. lo Protocole final. 
Auoun repésentant do In Perse n'y st jarit ayrivé, Nasrulla Khan oat un réfugis; 
il's grandi chez Mahmoud Pacha. 

‘alampié, Bani-Banuk et Sousskan ; Ces villages apparticnnent 2 la Turquie + leur 
occupation avant 1905 a été reconnue par M, le commissnire persan, ‘Tous obs villages 
sont adininistréy leurs terrains gont enteyistrda at lon impote y sent prélovds, 
habitants figurent dans les reyistres de reoensement de I’Etai Tis ont fournt des 
reorues' Tarmée: 


Ti y 0 doiitres villages qui ne figuront pas parmi oouscrdelaméé par Mf, le gbmumisgaine 
permin, Leur appartensiico i Is Turquie nest done contestée. 
WE Jo: commissaire russe considdre que lo protocole n’envisage pas les changements 
transitoires du state quo, mais sxulement coux dan carastiro permanent. 
M, le comminire porsan soitient qu'en considéraat le trongon de la frontibre entre 
Jo Zimkan et Kemadjar, la Commission doit le diviser en deux parties, Pour Ja premibre: 
[teed] 4 
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dis ces patties; Cest-tc-dire depuis le Ziman jusqu’aux confing des termama de Nowsoud, 
lo principe du tatu quo de 1848, devra prévaloir; seule la partie qui reste devra trp 
délimitée “en prenant en considération les changements qui ont pu s'y produire } partir 
de l'année 1848 jusqu’d année 1905." Qette dernidra ities Reis 9 cts tnpleds dane 
le protocole ayant en yue le, cas des dix-sept villages et ne doit, par conséquent, tre 
appliqudevay a: lanésianiaul eomprendlenlta Vilage : 
Mule, commissaire ottoman soppose cette interprétation, en demandant que le 
satu quo 1905, soit appliqué & toute Ta région en question. ie 
M. le conimissaire persan ayant exprimé le désire do soumettre  Tarbitrage: des 
cotmissaires; médinteurs la question de Vinterprétation du Protocole final en ce qui 
concarne la frontidre entrs le Zimkan et les terrains de Nowarnd, et M. le commissatre 
ottoman y ayhnt donné son ussentiment, MM. lés commissaites britannique et russe 50 
sont ratings en séatice privée, z 
Ensuite, i Ia séance’ pléniére, ils ont annonces leur décision dans ces termes; 
Lintexprétition du protocolé donnée par M, le commisaaire persan ne pout tre fondée, 
Rellcive es pieaion’ ciccoratocola™# tel eeutej lel netohe seetyunt aur Sicvan ele Grote 
uoiing exception, 
Ti prosiatne sGance w été fixée pour Je surlendemain & 4 heures. 
Bn conssquencs, on « repris pendant cette séance In discussion do la frontitrs entre 
Yo Sirvan ot Kemudljar, 
Fait 0 Ballshn, le 28 tai, 1914. 
A, ©, WRATISLAW. 
ETELA-OL-MULK. 
V, MINORSKY. 
AZ. SAMIH, 


Conformément aux instruptions de ln Commission, nous soussignés sommes rendus, 
Jo 20:mai, nur to'col du partage des eaux entre:les hassins d’Abbapsan et d’Arkhawandoul 
aula route entre Azgndlé 6t,Sérahf-Kalo et nous avons construit une borne en pierres 
liges avee duigypso, Nenvicon 2 mbtres  Vouest de ladite route, ayant 9 métres de 
hesavat Yh mdtres cde hauteur et portant le No. 68, 

D. BELATER. 


MOUZAFFER. 
MEHMED NAMI 


Instructions. 


a Commission, a chargé M. Bolatof, Méhmed Etfendi, Salar Muzalfar driger 
tino borne sus le col da partage des eaux entre tes basins d’Abbasaan ot d!Arkhawandoul 
ur lu outa entre Aggudlé ot Sérabé-Kalé, 

Y. MINORSKY, 

ALP. WILSON. 
SAMIH. 

ETBLA-OL-MULK. 


Enclosure 9 in No. 214. 


Procka‘vorbal of Forty-fourth Mecting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


SHANCE tinue A Balkta, Io $0 mai, 1914, sous ls présidence ds M. le commissaite 
eran, 
PovmiTe prosbe-verbl de la dernitre sdunce w dtd Iu ot approuvé et, celui dé Vavant- 
domnibre séaiice signé, Le rapport de li sous-oommission chargée de I'éreotion de bornes 
cutre'Elvend et Sakyz-Agateh a 6t6 Iu et adopté; il xe trouve annexé wn présont 
proobe-verbal, ao 

MM, les commissaires ont eominerioé par étudier Is carte du voisinage dressée par 
e corps technique ; apids quoi M. le commissaire ottoman propose, comme étant Ie 
statu quo de 1905, la Higne défidie ainsi que suit: 

La ligne-frontidve quitte 1a chaine d'Avroman pros de la source du. ruissean situs 
au sud de Ketchine, Bile suit co ruisseau et, contournant du obté quest Ie village de 
Kban-Guermélé, so dirige vers Peat en suivant uno rividre qui se tourne au sud de ce 
village: Pais elle tourne vers lo nord-est ot, suivant les orétes Wine série de collines, 
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rogagno Ja chaine d’Avroman,, dont ello suit les crétes, Arrive aut contrefart situé 2 
Vest du point oli Ia rividte qui passe A Vest. de Dezaver so dégage de la chalne 
d'Avromun, la frontibre sitit ce contrefort et continue A descandre vara Iesud ed suivant 
Ja ligne du partage des eaux situ’ Vest do Dezaver, de Sousekan ut de Patami et au 
sud de Tevilé, De Welle descend dans le ruiseedu. qui: passe da) Ghuchms et suivant 
celui-ci, arrive au Sirvay: 


MU le conimissaire persan oppose Ie tracé suivant 

_ La frontibre quite le Sirvn en fioe'@é la chatne d8 Chenervi: pour atteindte Tes 
tollines situdes entre Sazan et Bouirie, qnialle auit et artive A li cbainé de Choneei, 
Elle suit les crétes de cétte ching 6t cella de Kouranio ot attelnt le sommet 
septentrional de Kay-Koueh, Ensuite, laissant Hava’ la Tarquie, elle’ se divigé eth 
Ie nord-est en suivant leg orétes des collines situées i Vest do Palani, Sousokan ot "vile, 
Arrivée au nord de Tavilé, elle we ditige vere le sud-onest ob arrive Ala route allant do 

vilé & Balkha, Quelle suit jusqu’s ca dernier village, Elle paso’ entre. Bulktba- 
Vonsta ct Balkhe-Sulfi ot arrive a ta route de Tivild-Biars, lle suit cotta route 
et arrive pres de Dega-Chetkhan, traverse la colling sifuée au nord 
village et pisse entity Rhan-Guérméls ot Biaré de manidre &) séparer lox ch 
Jardins de cos deire villages. Hinsuite, suivant les oollines situdes, an nokd de Biaté, ello 
Atteint la routs qut va A Kulp, sutt cotte rouite’et entre dans la vall6d' of 'se’ trouvent 


Hanedund! et Serhat, De Serhnt ello so dirige vor Vest pour atteindrs Ia orbto do 
Kemadjar, 


MM. les commissaires médiatonts ‘ayant: titehé de rpprothor Tes doux tried 
susdita, Mle cominissaite porsan propose que'la Commission fuse. dea enqudtds locales 

atin d’établir le-statu quo avant 1905, le commisssire’ ottoman trouve quo lea 
enquétes locales no peuvent dtrs pratiques ni justes, ob déclare que los'actes ot registred 
officiels de I'Btat doivent étrs examinés' pour détorminer les faite. 

MM. Jes comimissvires médistours offtant  prépurer un traoé de frontibre 
‘répondant, % leur avis, aux nécessités de Ia situation et de le présenterd ln prochaine 
‘aéance, MM. les commissaires persan eb ottoman acceptent gotte proposition. 

Tia prochaine séanioe w été fixée pour le lendominin d § heures. ; 

En conséquence, MM. les commissaires ottoman, et persan ont prévonté A ontte 
séance Jour projets de frontidre respectifs pour le district entre lo Sirvan et Kesnadjar, 

Fait 4 Balleha, lo 30 mai, 1914, 


Conforméinent wux ordies dé Ta Commission, los bonssignés ont fait driger, le 
25 avril, Jes bornes suivantes : 


No. 51, sur la rive droite de I'Elvend entre les villages Khalile-Baleh ot Chirzad 
Khan & une distauce de 420 midtres en aval de luxtrémité sud dudit village de 
Chirzad Khan, 

No. 52, % tune slistance de 174 métnes de la borneNo. 51, Azimut pris de outta 
dernidre borne, 309 degra. 3 

No. 58, sur la prolongation de Ia ligne droite’qui relio les deux bornes Nos.5 | ot 
52, sur la colline de Sakyz-Agateh, 876 mbtres distante do la hore No, 62, 

‘Toutes les trois bones sont en pierre lige ayeo du ciment, Huuteur, 14 mdtro. 
Diamétre A la base, 1} midtre, 

Carrrape ALIEF, 
0, KADRI, 
MOHSEN, 


Inatructions. 


La Commission a chargé MM. Mohsen Khan, le Capitaine Alief, le Lieutenant 
Kadri Effendi de construire Jes: bornes Nos. 1 et 52 aux endroits fixéa d'aprds, la 
décision arbitrale entre les champs des villages de Chir-Zad Khan eb de Khalife-Saleb. 

Cotte smus-commission érigera également Ja borne No, 68 sur la colline 8 cbt6 iy 
kouié (* birindji”) surly prolongation de ls ligne dicecte entre les bornes Now. 51,8t.52, 

A. T. WILSON, Capta; 











[28456] 
Inia O fica to Foreign Ofico—(Received June 20.) 


Sir, India Office, June 29, 1914. 
IN forwarding, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
enolosed eopy of a velegram dated the 11th June, 1914, from the Government of India, 
the Seeretary of State for India desires to offer the following observations upon the 
thosuures recommended by thein for the rehabilitation of British interests in South 
Port i 
Tho Marquess of Crewe agrees with the Government of India that these 
seasites, initiated nd carried ont in the. spirit which animates His Majesty's Govern. 
nent, would not only be fully compatible with, but: would tond actively to promote, the 
Fndependencs and integrity of Persie, But he’s constrained to admit that they would 
niot jronorally be 0 regarded, while they might casily furnish a pretext to the Russian 
Goverment for the initiation of similar measures in @ contrary spirit, These 
considerations must be faced from the outset, but need not be deterrent. 

i may be more diffcult ‘to reconcile the proposed meaaures.with the other 
obligations of Hlis Majesty's Government, _It is obvious that they could not be undes- 
fuken without « provious understanding with Russia, and her probable attitude may be 
inferred fromthe reproach made in connection with tho ‘Trans-Persian Railway, that 
[His Majesty's Government seemed to, be sucking » monopoly (of railway. construction) 
i the Noubral ephere, Thus the whole question of ‘the convention might be rained, an 
proposals for the enlargemont of the British sphere be forced upon us 

4, As togatds that contingeny, Lord Creve, aliares. the objections felt: by the 
Government of India to raising the question of abolishing the neutral sphere, Apart 
from considerations of enlarged responsibilities, increased expense, and possible effect on 
Moslom sentiment, British, commercial and. political interests aro_ so. distributed over 
tho neutral sphere us to make relinguishment of any portion of it to Russia dificult and 
hhnzardous, : 

‘An examination of the map-will ronder disoussion of this point: supertfuous, but it 
in clearly uot probable that it, wil be aovepted by Russia. ‘The object of His Majesty’ s 
Governinent should therefore be to. sechro our position in the Gulf and the lands 
Dodering ow ib without raising tho question of partition. P ye 

A Mie ret step sehich Lord Crowe would urge is the strengthening of ou position 
ih Arabistan, Whatever may bo the case in theory, thers can be no doubt, that the 
fucquisition by His) Majesty's Government of & predominant. bare in in the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company hag imaterially extended our respousibilities in Western Persia, 
ind it ta fortunate that this has happened ina region, in which’ our political interests 
fire altoady deeply involved, ‘The maintenance of the stati quo in Arabistan hus long 
hoon recogaised a8 ossontial to our position in the Gulf, and recent developmenta have 
duly emphasised that fit. But tho course of events that is likely to, ensue upon. the 
death of Sheikh Kazal gives rise to some anxiety, and in this connection Tam to invite 
attention the letter from the Political Resident, Bushiro, of the 7th December, 1913, 
thd other correspondence sent’ to your Department on the 16th instant, and to the 
talegram dated the 19th June, 1914, from the Government. of India, copy of which is 
tncosed. ‘Tho ea ia stated with much ability al cogeney by Si Gos, that detailed 
Comment seems unnecessary 5 it is, howaver, for consideration. whether the opportunity: 
Should not he used to obtain from the Sheikh of Mohammerai an undertaking similar fo 
that given by the Sheikh of Koweit in the agreement of the 2%rd January, 1899, 
binding himself, his heirs and suodessors, not to cede, sell, Iease, mortgage, or give for 
eoupation or fur any other ‘any portion of his territory to any foreiga Power, 
OF the wabjects of any foreign Power, without ‘the previous consent of His Majesty's 
Government, Lord Crowe would propose, with Sir 15, Grey's concurrence, to instruct 
the Government of India to endeavour, if they. see no objection, to obtain such an 
inderteking but in any event to give to the Sheikh, on the occasion of his investiture 
With the K-GS.L, the enlarged assurance forming enclosure’ 2 in Captain Birdwood's 
otter of the 14th February Tast, 

G, His Lordahip would also resommend that, ns proposed by the Government of 
Tuidia, action should be taken in'the sense of paragraph 17 (#), (c), and (d) of Sir P. Cox's 
Totter, and at an early date, 
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7, Returning now to the Government of India’s telegram of the 11th instant, 
Lord Crewe is of opinion that if the Sheikh of Mohammerah is thus fortitied, if a clear 
and friendly understanding exists with the Baldtinris, und! if atthe same time, the 
railway is pressed on to Dizful with the least, possible delay—a measure to which he 
attaches very great importance—the effect is likely tventially to be fale in Luristan, 
But in the meattime, the Anglo-Persian Company should be in « position to defend 
itstlf against tribal attacks, and Lord Crewe would suggest that it should be required 
to maintain, at its own expense, a corps of local levies, 

8, The subsidy recently renewed to the Tigris and Euphrates Navigation Company 
should suffice to secure that company against Messrs, Wenakhnustscueroneliistits ou tho 
eran for the next tio years, dining whic ib is Hope that the new directorat4 may: 
see fit to adopt more active and business-like methods for the furtherance of its 
business; and Lord Crewe is of opinion that the measures, above indicated, tuken 
together, will sufficiently safeguard the position of Great Britain in this most important 
region. 

9, Tn Southern Persia his Lordship attaches primary. importanes to securing a 
Jeaso of the islands at the mouth of the Gulf, and to pressing forward with, as little 
delay as possible negotiations with Russia that will permit. of the construction of 
railway inland from Bunder Abbas. But as regards the latter he iy unable to regomi.end 
thas dny further’ concessions should le made in respect of an alignment cast of that 
pistes of Beth predominance on the southern section and in the port itxelf; and 
he would ask whether itisimpossible, irrespective of these nogitiations, to arrange with 
the Persian Government for the commencement of the southern survey. Such a 
measure, which would sesm to be justified by. the fact thnt the Persian Railways 
Syndicate have « claim on His Majesty's Government prior to that, of the, Société, in 
respect of a line from Bunder Abbas to Kerman, might: serve to bring the Russian, 
Government to a miore speedy decision, If the survey is undertaken Lord Crowe 
would urge that it should be under the protection of w British escort. Ita operations 
will be in districts that have not yet been policed by the Swedish gendarmerio, which is 
notoriously undermanned, 

10. The question of this gendarmerie is ono of great diffioilty, Tord Crowe hit 
hitherto supported the Swedisb officers, not beonuss he felt, great oonfidenco in their 

1 sucess, but because he realised the graye polities! objections to the substitution 
of British officers. The course of events fag teither increased this confidence nox 
diminished tho objections ; but without endorsing Sir W. Townley’s opinion as to the 
success that his wotually been achisved, Go fir. as the south is concerned, he ik 
impressed by the considerations advanced in the Minister's telogtam No, 181, of the 
19th instant, and recognises that the coronation of the, young Shab is the worst 
possible mnowont fora chanzoiof poliby that could hardly fail to throw the now Goverst- 
mont into opposition to British interest, Stich « stop too, would, he thinks, be likely to 
endanger the success of the programme outlined above, which! presupposes 1 oortain 
‘amount of goodwill on the parvofthe Persian Government... If, therefore, Sin. Grey 
approves this programme, snd. thera is aw reasonable probubllity, of caxying ib out, 
Lord Crewe is of opinion that His Majesty's Government could afford to tolerate the 
Sweilish regime in Pars and Kerman for another year at all events, ind to continue to 
advance funds for the purpose. Bot he considers it, essential (1) chat the advances 
should be administered under the supervision of His Majesty's Miuister, and should not 
be used outside Fars und Kerman ; (2) that the Swedish Government should be pressed 
not to ogres to any odifiation of He contract ‘vith the new officers in, the directions 
indicated in Sir W. Townley’s telegram of the 18th Muy, and toes that only first 
class officers are sent; (8) that the Persian Government, should be urged to instruct 
‘tho Swedish officers that their first duty is to maintain order onthe ronda to the const, 
and that it should bo imprese ‘both ont that Government: and on the Swedish Gi 
ment, that inasmuch ns, the gendarmerie owes its continued existence solely to Bi 


Sv and support, British interests and commercs have » claim upon its services, 


second only to its: obligation of loyalty-to Persia ; (4) that orders for supplies in Bars 
‘and Kerman should be placed with British Indian fitzns, ‘The last is, perhaps, » small 
nutter in itself, but it appears to his Lordship to bo one in which His, Majesty's 
Minister should feel bound to exercise a areal degree of watehfulnesa in behalf of 
British and Indian oommeroe, In return for ehis conciliatory attitude (the continence 
‘of which, however, should he understood to be conditional upon. s marked improvement 
in the ofliciency of the force), His Majesty's\Government would expect ameability on 
the part of thé Persian Government in respect of the lease of the islands and other 
matters mentioned aboye. 
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11, Lord Grewe puts forward these suggestions with a sincere desire to avoid a 
yadieal departure from the traditional, policy of His Majesty's, Governmient: in Parsia, 
But he realises that, oven if they are sucessfully cartied out, they are the minimus 
‘thot, is required for the maintenance of British interests, and that they must: be pies 

cnted byt Brmer resistance of all attempts, to. push Russian influence south of 
than that the terms of the Anglo-Russian Convention may, perhaps, be held to 
ntify. If they prove impracticable he sees no alternative to a revision of that 
Tnstrtmient, wih all the disagreosble eantingenies that miy ensue, 
an, 
‘D, W. HOLDERNESS. 


SSS 


Bnelosure 1 in No. 215. 


Government of India to the Marqueasiof Oreiwe. 
(elegraphic.) P: June U1, 1914, 

SOUTHERN Perdid : Our future polity, 

Please refer to your telegram dated the 80th March. 

‘We have given’ this question our most’ enteful consideration, aud though realising. 
that while Great Britiin has fullilled ‘ber Obligations with serupulous care, “the 
engagements which Kussia formally made to wespect Dersia’s integrity and independenice 
hive practically beon igqnoréd by her und het officials in, that country, so are, 
tavertheless, eouvinedd that thé integrity and fnidepéndence of Persia would hive been 
ssp say Tong ago al it not est for the conyention antl influence of restraint 
txorsised by His’ Majesty's Legation, and, that, the maiiteninen of the convention 
steadfastly,’ for ns long ‘os ia possible cotisistently” with our retention of position of 
peedoininanes, both politically anid commercially, in our own and the neutral spheres, 
constitutes our best intorests., i 

iMhis predominande has, we kaowaitered on! the muinland eonaidérably’ aineo the 
dito of le convention, and thisis mainly due to the state of rampant anarchy of 
‘hich te ‘Nutionalist mdvemait was the origin, But as against this, during this 

Vnlod-wo have considerably consolidated our!position in thie Persian Gulf, aud xt will 
ocomia practically undssailable if the present roparils-yieh we rant a of utmost 
importaride—take abape, for aequiting’eortain of the islands, 

'Spocifc stops for tho recovery of the loss of position on the tnainland are recognised 
by us to, be neccessary. © Bor this purpose owe strongly urge that British officers should 
ty ariployed ‘with the gendatmerie on tle, South Persian trade roads in the plice of the 
Swedes,” Besides this it would tetid to consolidate our position if wo were to adopt 
cértain other ineasures of peaooful penetration, ey 


1, Wereould organise looal levies in Lusiatan to protect survey and working parties 
by Pp oy ig pa 


onthe railways and ii regard to the sites for the working of oil and for the pipe 
Tne (in which our interest is now-so strong) similar measures might be taken: 

SF Aw wdyooated in my tolegeam ofthe 11h instant inrogard to Kawam-ul-Mulk 
and Soulet, ‘we could exetcise a controlling influence over the tribal chieli, 

3, always ftom tho coast to the high Inna of the interior might be constructed 
under oitr auspice 


‘Tho above measurds ay nll connected with the vested’ interente which wo havo!in 
South Persiay and do not conflict with Persin’s integrity and coinplete independence, 
ot eousideritig low she looks after her own interests in/Northy Porsus, woul! they afford 
Rosi any sizable ground fix complaint H saa 

execpt in connection with probable rilway- slighmeént, the proposal for inereasing: 
British sphere carries with i in our opinion, mo advantage, and we consider that our 
Aquiéseento'in alignment: fom Muhdiabad to Bauder Abbas is the only: concession we 
should give in retard for it, But in any cae this dook not appear to be at all ati 
Tungent question in viow of the apparent hitol in negotiations respecting Trans: Pers) 
Railway's and os it would be caleulated to raise the general question of doing away with 
the netitral zoe, we think it.would be better to postpone it, s 

‘Plengs vefee to out telegram of the 21st ultimo in connection with Thibev 
rijgotiations, in Which we mentioned the note'of recognition whiel Russian Government 
‘rich uso present, Uniless she annoxes Azerbaijan we ontirely fail to understand what 
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amore Rasta wants in tho north; 6: how her pmsiton endl be tags iy predomi 
__ We have, in the foregoing, stated our vieirs ai'to the directidns in whi 
Intoresta will be found; but. we do not overlook the possibility that at any time sere 
action in North Persia may free upon ve the modifeation of the convention, But we 
swish if to be made clear that: the abolition of the neutral, zone is regarded by vs as a 
stepo whieh the meet, portntons objections atic, an we wih ose more to atate 
F opinion that its avoidance for ns Lone as possible should be aimed at by us ‘The 
objections ta which we refér incliide doubt as to attitude which Germany would adopt, 


the eormons cost involved, and hostile sentiments whieh would be eronged ston 


Enclosyre!2 in No. 215, 


Government of India to the Marquess of Crowes 


(Telegraphic.) 1B. Tune 

GU Ah ean Fine 19, 1914, 

Please refer to the letter of the 7th December Inst from: the ‘conaul-general 
Bushire, relative to the Shikh’s aspirations, Our viewr ia that. ave should wooed to bis 
desire for a modification of the assurances to him, soetig that it ‘hus always been olip 
endeavour as far a possible to mest his wishes on wooo of thé extent, to Which the 
interests of Great Britain in Arabistan have grown. We recommend, ‘therefore, that 
rovised aasirances should bo given hi the terms stato in the draft Totter encloiod with 
that of the 14th Febranry last’ fiom the consal-oncral at Bushites copy was 
furwarded to the India Office in the Foreign Seonvtary's weekly letter of the: 19th 
Merch. In this yay we consider that the purpose indieated) in the aboys-mextioned 
letter of ths 7th’ Deoomber, 1919, from Bushira (ase clause 1 of paragraph, 14) would 
bo served. To eduple thin fresh assuranos with the ‘beatowal of the stocoration oh 
His, Majesty's birthday would! uo ‘doubt be. greath appreciated by the Sheikh, and 
we would ask to be permitted to inake a confidential intimation accordingly. 

As regards the second clause of paragraph 14’ in, the éaine letter, it would, we 
considar, do no harm to make friendly cominiinieation to tho Bakbtiatis on tha Tines of 
the suggestion in paragraph 16 (d); while'as togatds the third’ clause, the situation it 
Mohamierah would no doubt be placa on a satisfactory footing, if the sotion 
‘suggested in paragraph 16°(b) and (c) werd tilken, Tt may concdivably, Becomb 

jomible oF even necessity to take yuck aetion'during ‘the explanatioia which, His 

sjesty'a Government may have it in contemplation, to furnish ta th Mfovarnmenth’ of 
Russia and Porsia with roférence to oir procwedings in thy acquisition of a predominant 
share in the Anglo-Pérsian Poesia Se Chae 

TE soos, however, primarily for His! Majesty's Government and His Majoaty’’s 
roprosontatives concerned to consider whether the sbove courte is expedient, aud what 
is a suitable moment for taking steps proposed. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 215, 


Livutonant-Colonel Sir P. Cox to Government of India. 


i 'Bushire, December 7, 1919,» 
T HAVE the honour to address yon. on the subject of our interests in jee, 
and to invite Government to consider whether, having regani to current. developments, 
some steps are not now called for with a view to making our predominant position in 
the provinos more definite and secure. 

, The developments to which I allude are both commercisl and politionl, and 
rélate:to— 

1.) The oil-filds and their future, 

2.) Irrigation: 


(8) Railway: enterprise, 





Ad 


(42) Our assumption of the control of the Arabistan telegraphs. 
(6,) The establishment of the Shatt-el-Arab Commission. 
(6) Russian and German activity. 


ff the past four years the 
fely through the ‘Uncertain 


Jovernment have approved the suyuesti 
obtain from the Shoikh of Mchammerab 


He then 

nt become 

re in 

multancously be 

represented to Goyerament, his was in July. Twas away all August, 

Dut ineanwhile T requested His Majesty's cousttl, Mobainmerab, to cunsider the matter 

deliberately and to lob me have his matixed views ‘both as to what would be the most 

fgonvenient forin of irrigation concession to:ask for and. also, as to what the Sheikh’s 

Topresontations and our needs, in view of the general: political situation, precisely 
were, 

Major Haworth soon afterwards furnished me with a useful memorandum, of 
which P now have the honour to submit’ a copy. In the meanwhile the Karknnan 
diversion soheine, and with it'the question of irrigation from the Karun in Arabistan, 
waved to be ons of pressing urgency, aid T folé unable to submit any definite, proposals 
or recomniendations to Government until T hud interviewed the Sheikle again and was 
aware of the general trend of the verdict of the Admiralty Commission, which was 
confidently intimated about: this time, with the specific object of ascertaining the value 

prompt of the ll Watonjrice both in Avabistan and elsewhere in this sphere, 
oidentally I may mention that Lam convinced) that, apart from its political aspect, 
the aubjeot of irrigation is bound to como to tho front before long, as the natural result 

f the general commercial development proceeding in Arabistap. ‘Thus, the rapid 
intense in tho population of Aba is beginning to exeat a speci demand for ir 
tion in the vicinity; cheap fuel, im the form of crude oil, is now availal 
irrigation is being widely discussed, in commercial circles, and it is the. opinion of 
Jooal officers, with which I agree, that unless we definitely take the initiative and 
guide irrigation on the Tues we desire, we shall ran: the risk of being hampered by 
the raising of the question in goine inconvenient form. 

&. Raileay Enterprise —The progress and prospests of the projected) Moham- 
morah-Khorremabad Railway project are so constantly under the notice of Government 
jn one connection or another that I need offer no- detailed comment: hero, iti sufficient: 
to umphusise the fact that! whatover alignment or terminus bo ultimately selected, the 

reator part of the line, und the terminus, must be ia Mobammerah territory ; also that 
fhe Sheikh has shown every desire to co-operate under our advioo, by giving us an 
option for the foresbores af the Khor Musa, aud by assisting to place us in a position to 
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obtain land for the railway. when the time oomes, on favourable terms trom the Nizam- 

usSultanch and other landowners in Arabistan, In fact, it is becoming inorensingly 

plain that in the future our commercial position in the Gulf, upon which: our politieal 

pobition denen wile regulated largely by te position which we occupy in 
fohammersh snd Arabistay, wherein our chief interests are now centred, 

§, Astumption of Control of the Arabistan Telegraph Systent.—Litele need be said 
on'this head, excopt that the control of the syste by the, Inde-Buropean Telegraph 
Dejartinent, as now secared, constitutes an additional quasi-British inturest which, ox 
the one hand, willl tend to. promote progress in’ the Provinos, but, on the other hand, 
will demand, if it is to prosper, « greator measute of security in the region traversed 
than at’ present exists, 

T. The. establishment of the Shatt-cl-Arab Commission—Ib is only. necessary to 
mention this important measure, in whieh the interests of Mohammerih are closely 
concerned, and havo been. specifically entrusted to the British member of the! Com- 
mission. 

‘S. Russian and German Competition. —Sineo the conclusion of the Anglo-Russinn 
Convention, Russian influence. has steadily increased in, the Russian zone, aud is now 
Mdlaittedly pnedonsingnt even in Ispaban both. commeteally and pelitoally, a eireym- 
stance which gives rise to the apprelieusion that) the Bakhtiaris, who, when in the 
capital, as they have now been for some years past, of necessity fill to some extent 
‘under the inflienoe which is most in evidenes there, may he used co torn, in the words 
of Sir Walter Towaluy, “the wedge of Russian influence driven down to the Karun,” 
Russian activity in convection with the Kurkunan diversion scheme isan unwelcome 
indication that this apprehension of the penetration of Russian influence from the 
Tspuhan direction cannot be ignored. 

From the other direotion—the Gult—we hays to cope with’ increasingly keen 
German competition, which has steadily developed, first, fom small beginnings, at 
Tingah, thence to Bahrein, afterwards to Basra atid Mohammerah, and now to the 
Karananid Abwas, Revent instances of tare to by found in the attempt to compete 
with Messrs. Lynch's steamers on tho Karun, fillowed by:overtures for the aequisition 
of a what? at Ahywas, and reported intentions (wob yet confirmed) of competing in the 
forwarding business to Ispaban: 

9. A consideration of the above paragraphs will, 1 think, demonstrate that goininer 

cially we ueed to pursue an active and enterprising policy, in order to Ieee forwiga 
inflience and competition at bay; and, secondly, that the material for substantial 
rogress is thers to had, but that tho pulitical conditions xequire strengthening befors 
full advantage can be talen of it, the need for which adsumes special urgenoy, if we 
arg fo Took. to Arabiaban for the supply of our national nevds in the direction. of 
oil fuel. 

"Before making suggestions as to what stops would seem feasible in the direction 
indicated, I beg ro state our present position us it appears to mes to be vie-dyois (1) other 
Powers and (2) the Sheikh of Mobammera, 

10, In the diplomatic field our special position in’tha Sheilkh of Molininimerih's 
torritory has reovived a considerable measure of specific or indinest recognition ftom 
tach of the three Powers entitled to be interested in the question, 

11, Turkey, —At the time of the Zain incident in 1910 it will be romombored that 
His Majesty's congul, Basra, in a communication to’ the Vali, referred to Mchamnmerab 
as being "under British protection.” Since’then, in connection with the Anglo-Turkkish 
‘Convention, Mohainmerah has beon the subject of repeated representations to the Porte 
in which emphisis hus been laid tupon the close relations existing between His Majesty's 
Government and the Sheikh of Mohammerab. These assertions have not only evoked 
iio protest, but have been well roseived and tacitly accepted and acted upon for 
examile, in the mattor of the regulation of the Mobainmersh fronties; in regard to the 
tepresentation of Mohammerah interests in the Riverain Commission ; and in connection 
with the Sheikh’s right to purchase and hold real property in Turke 

12, Ruesin.—Our very clove relations with the Sheikh of Mohammerah have 
recently been disoussod ‘vith the Russian Goveroment in gonneotion with the Riverain 
Commission and froutier questions, and they: must be well aware of the general nature 
of out relations with him, although up to the present the nctual text of our engagements 
‘or ussurarioes has not been communicated. 

Tf, however, one can judge at~all from the opinions expressed and observations 
fet-drop by Russian ‘oMficils with whost T or other offers of this Residency have come 
in contact, the former firmly believe, and in conversation appear to take for granted, 
that Mohammerah is under British tutelage, and evidently imagine that our engage- 
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‘dente with the Sheth aee much more far-reaching thab they aetually are, Tem the 
Bente Te oe ise that in making the objections cecently raised iu regard to the 
Wording of the Anglo-Turkish Convention, they desited not so. mucho, impeile us, but 
aerate thertagt of our having achieved a special position in Ambistan. as on 
Trrument for the display of; complaisauce on ont part in connesHon with their own 
penenration io’ the north. We fave recently informed the Russian Government in 
Reply to the same objections, that tho essential basis of our relations and engagements 
ooo ee eae ul is tue maintenance of bis loyalty, naa Persian subject,to the Central 
Heese ete sesian a. question for consideration, whether it would not be politie 
ee fie present junctute, after overhauling and. improving the dats, a5.cur jnteresie ond 
ieee eno Bleich. mney dictate, to put the position on» mare solid basis Uy giving 
Fhitee it confidential, information to the Russian Government regarding, the basis of 
jut eagngoments,and our claiin for « privileyed position’ for the Sheikh o ‘Mohimnmeral 
tnd for ourselves in regard to him, - debit We ; 
eee atter conection Major Haworth reminds me that, in'dealiog with Russia 

for with either of the other Powers for that: matter), we have a very strong sul valid 
‘rele lact that, whereas “Russia has recognised our special and predomiuant 

‘ard. to the Persian Gulf, Moliammerah and Absa are speciteally 

F aa Persian GUle ports, and Mobommorab and its dependencies aceordingly 

rersian Coast aud Tslands Order in Council. ‘The Sheikh 

‘Arub chief. controlling « strip of the shores 

of the Gulf front Moka Dilan, and making his in 
do 


Ta hia lottor dated the 20th August, 1907, to His Majesty's Ambassador at 
St. Potorsburgh, confirning the telegram authorising: him to sian the Anglo-Russiun 
Reeeerah die Hdvward Grey wrote that the only reason! why the special interests of 
ee iaish’ Govornmont, in the, Bersian Gulf’ were not included in the Con 
+ parte of the Gulf wero in territory not Persian. cape 
1 tacd Gruy's otter is written in, negative form. By reading it in the 
afirmutive wa get the following: The Russians admit, the special interests of the 
British in the Bersian Gulf, naliias the Persian Gulf heen Persian only they would 
Britny Mded it in, the Convention. Tt is only for this reason that the Gulf is, ne 
included in the British sphere: therefore the Persian part of the Gulf is admittedly in 
acetals aphere though not specifically nated, ‘Thus though frequently by. ¥ cial 
study of thie Pee Atioiit iv indluded in the &xpression ‘neutral sphere,” it is spariically 
study fet bythe udmiasions uf the Russian Government (also by our own actions it those 
waters for more than 100 years). i : Rae 
‘Now thie territories of the Sheikh of ‘Mohammerah are included in the Gulf, sinos 
otis aouthyrn frontier ies on the Gulf, the balance of some 45 iniles 
Matieal-Atab, which river upto. Basrab, has always been included in the 
habitually alluded to! us a Gull port, vide notices of the 
‘and I expect also of the Russian Steam 
Navigation Company: ; val Nee ‘ 
“Tt is! impossible to ont the Sheik’s territories in two, and we must necessaril 
selnde higs oudraly inoue wphero of iifluence, while oue trade'interests, Yonether wit 
‘our capital soaerrod. in his country, rake it necessary fox us, to. maintain a very speci 
frien towards bin, and mak 16 jasumbent on ue to wee thet hi al righte are 
pos tained, to provent his country cowing, under the esioral rot whi produces such 
evil results elsewhere in Persia. _ Bie 7 
veJhene interests are sO great that we have been obliged to give him certain 
‘assurances in order to ensure stability, in! our trade, ‘These assurances it is desirable to 
communicate to the Persian and Russian Governments.” 


ecember, 1910, His Majesty's Minister, Sir George 
Rom’ the Persian Government as to the truth of 
Jom to the effect that Sheikh Khazal was under the 
fpade the verbal announcement that ‘the 
wo, uab that “His Majesty's Government had 
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special relations with him, and in the event of any encroachtment.on his sights he would 
resolve their support.” This intimation seems to lave been reotived withiout comment, 
and the facts as then stated have been given publicity to in the press, and are well 
known to all Persian. officials and educated. Persians generally. in, recently, 
in connestion with the Muin-ut-Tujar’s pretension that the Dutch Governmont 
wore displaying, active interest, in the question of Karun irrigation from Abwns, 
‘Sir Walter Senay informed the Persian Premier that "the railway scheme had much 
increased our alreadly large interests in that part of the world, 

‘Apart from the above, the arguments suggested in the preceding: paragraph based 
ox he position of Mobammerah 26 x component part of the Gulf aphere can be: used 
with equal foréo to the Persian as to the Russian Governments. 

LL. The position as betweon ourselves und the Sheikh of Mohammerah appears to 
me to be a8 follows; — 

_ bina litte over a detade since it-was recognised that a more vigilant anil active 
policy was csllel for in order to consolidate our position nt the head oi the Gulf which 
{a comnection-with the Bagdad Railway project and other developments was likely to 
become the principal arena of development in the wear future, This policy bad for its 
primary features the eultivation of close relatione with Kow eit anid Mohammerih, and the 
pursuit of it his been attended with the happiest, results, Both nilers have shown 
themselves to. posscss statesununlike qualities, and to be worthy of our confideney and 
support, and both their political status and the commercial prosperity. of cheit territories 
jaye been greatly bonefited by the association,’ Both-of them appear to.mme to have 
completo confides in the sincerity of our attitude towards them and in the community 
of interests on which it is based, “ Our position at Kowelt, nay: Is said: tojhave, bee 
definitely regulated by. the recent exmvention with the Porte, and toe muveeptible of 
little-furthor improvement for the present, 

_ Tn regard to Mphamnicral i is not so, strong, though, 9 far as) the) Shells 
attitude towards us is concerned, it leaves nothing to be desired. ‘He was prompted in 
1909 to outer jnto a most aftisfietory agreement with: the Oil Company ynder the 
DiArey Concession, and since his decoration with the) KO. in 190 in gonnition 
With that matter and others, he hns given repeated signs of his confidence and goodwill 
Among them 1 may mention — 


mi ‘The accord for an exclusive option for irrigation 5 
5} The grant of rights of pre-cinption over the fbreshorea of Khor Muva: 


( 
i Co-operation i cammection sith the vailway project: and 
i) In regard to the river frontier and the Riverain Commission, 


Ho is now ready to give us a deflnite concession for iriguting « pastioular tract: of 
country fromthe waters of the Karun, ond it is ready itcdraty th ease of nxgenoy, in 
Or to enable un cman to, efor to conrae consaton Ibstveen, specific limits 


Sbtaibied by vs ftom the Sheikh, ‘This, however, has merely been decided-by tho: Sheik, 
Major Haworth, aud myself, for the above oolourible purpose, whereas I venture to think: 
that expert advice ix necessary for the selaction of w suitable scheme, Meanwhile, a8 
explained by: Major Havorth, in thé memorandum acooupanyingy Ne urges that his own 
position ia til insome. wages, and in wi oro tive developments 
Exrueatly desires thot it should be examined and trengelonied as far ax may bo within 
tho scope of practical polities, 

TH. At tny farewell interviow ywith him onthe dth instant he unbaedoned himself ot 
Jbogth.” ‘While expressing tho utmost gratitude for the support nasorded to him during, 
the past few years and freely acknowledging the benutt Moe lind derived! from it, ho 
tepid that is own postion was still a. very difioult one, and thus is rotpen: 
Giilitiss and anxieties became heavier day By days He pressed for assistance in the 
following ways :-— 

1.) ‘That we would make the position regarding the susseasion more seaure by 0 
modification of the wording of our assurances, 

(2) That.we would, now that peace hud. been made between the Bakhtioris and 
himself take cognisance of a definite compact of peaes ‘between, them! which would 
under him immune from tie necessity and expense of collecting large army wnnually 
tach season for the protection of his territory vyainst their aggression. 

(B) That we should endsavour to devise ond tako measures with the Persian 
Govesinent and in. such directions us may be politically possible to secure ta hin the 
Slats oflocal autonomy to which the history of the past entitled bin, and Which he wt 
present enjoys in prastice, but.on a precarious basis. 





















808 


16. He puts forward the following grounds in justification of this elain -— 


(a.) That, though entirely unassisted and forgotten by the Persian Governments 
ie has maintained his territory. in'good order while the reat of Persia had been in eliaos, 
find Ho hg has patd hia raverve fully and regularly to the Tmperial Exchequen, 

(b.) That he is personally saddled with full responsibility for paying compensation 
fon losses’ from piracy, robbiry, é&c., and the expenses are not deducted by him froin 
revenue but paid from his own pocket. 

(c.) That he bas a large extent of frontier on the flank of his territory, but is 
entirely left to his own devices by the Central Goverament, who give him no instructions 
and supply him with no arms. Moreover, though the present: Boundary Commission is 
to assemble at and’ start from Mohammerah, he hus up to the present not: received a 
sword on the subject from ‘Tehran or from tho orsign Ofico agent at Mohanneru 

(a) For some time past repeated observations have appeared in various newspapers, 

ving the impression that he is under some form of British protection. He is very 

SURE fi ta louie oh eunportaghion HetkeHi iene ‘enjoyed. and would bo only 
tooglad if he really were under our protection ; but.as it is, he. sulfers no little incon 
Yonience from these reports, while not enjoying that fecling of security which actual 
British proteotion would give him, 

















17. I submit that tho consolidation of our position in Arabistan is a matter. of 
immediate importance in view of coming developments, especially if the Anglo-Porsian 
Oil Company's concern is to become more closely associated than at present with 
the national: interests of Great Britain. Te seem to me that the position can be 
considerably iinproved both by our strengthening. the Sheikh'a position, and thus 

rectly our own, and also by diplomatic means, in the form of communtoations to 
}¢ Russian and Persian Governments in connection with Anglo-Turkish Convention. 

Lbvg reapsotively to offer the following suggestions for consideration > 


(q) That in the first pliee we: should meet the Sheilwh's wishes as far as we can in 
the matter of the wording of our assurance to him, and that instead of the words “nud 
be ucosptable to your tribesmen,” wo should substitute the words, “and provided 
‘always that the nomination of your sucosssor from among your descendants shall be 
ubject to contidentinl consultation with, aid the approval of, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment 

(b) That having carried out (a) we should forthwith make confidentially to the 
Russian Goyernmont i fuller explanation of the Sheikh’s practical position of local 
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(i.) Tam of opinion that the mere making of such’ declaration, of which the 
Bakehtiati Khana in ‘Teheran would doubtless learn, would operate id & wrest measure 
as a deterrent againal the recrudescence of serious dissension bebween them and. the 
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Sheikh of Mobammerah, Nevertheless, the oorasion would seam to be « useful one for 
making a friendly communication to the Bakhtiari Khana also; in which wo. should 
explain to them the postion sa regandy our interests in. Mohammaeray a8» component 
part of the Gulf syatem, and in Arabistan generally, and how, much we value their 
igndship and-enunt upon their eo-operition in the preservation of tranquility and 
order in Arabistan generally. and ou the Ispahan road. We might add that their 
Present apparently complete rapprochement with the Sheileh of Mohammerah was a 
soutes of much gratification to us, and that we trust, that the terms of any: definite 
ment come to would be communicated tous by the patties in, friendly way, in 
i¢ hope that the ees of this course would fend to promote the permanency of 
any agreement reached. 





18, Tn case the subject of thie communication may. oine_up for discussion at an 
early date, in connection with, the Oil Commission's Report, { atm taking. the erty 
of sending x copy to the Political Secretary, Indin Olfice, as well us to His Majesty's 
‘Minister, and very muth hope that higher authority will not see reagon to dissent ti 
any fundamental extont from the views and recommendations whish 1 have vontute 
to lay before thom: 
: Thave, to, : 
P.Z, COX, Lieutenant-Coliel, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and Hix Majesty's Congul- 
General for Fare, do, 





Bhotosute 4 ih No, 215% 
Metnoraidiem by Majo? Haieorth on owt Relations sith the: Sheil of Moleanmerale 


AT a conversation held at His a Consulate, Mohammerah, on thie 
7h July; 1918, at whioh the Shih, thio Heotlonty His May onal, andl: Haji 
Rais wore present, the Sheikh explained at length the diffoulties whieh bie had tad, 
to face during recent times, and asked whether it would not be posstble for him to 
receive some undertaking, beyond fie assurances which he had reosivéd, in order to 
‘secure him from the recurrence of such sittations, 

He explained thit lie had been ob) aoe colléot Inge armies two: yours in 
siiéeestion, in ordér to protect hid frontions encroachments, and said that he waa 
ubable year after year to meet the expenditure which was outitled, 

He referred to the enoouragement whith he had give and-way propited ti give 
to British trade, and, witht reference to the question of the’Katun itrigation, suid thet 
he was prepared to give us anything we wanted, biit: that he would like to foel-thnt, in 
return for the various cofocssions wad other ficilitiey which he wa giving, lie was 
obtainitig come measiite of security, 

oe out that, as shatters stood, the increase of Buropoan firms and the 
ititrodietion of Britisly capital into his districts increased hid responsibilities enormously, 
ind he was held to be answerable for their saftty and welfare, whilé on the other hatid) 
if hia résponstbilities lind #6 increased, his liabilities) with regatd to internal affairs Had 
fully kept pics, and the strain was gotting too great: 

He his: gratitude for the asburunoes which hind beet given biti in 
Gétober, 1910, but explained that matters hud progressed sino those days; arid he 
arg with the new conditions which had arisen, new requirements had aleo: come 

ry ‘ 

in other Words he’ asked for an extension of the mexéure of protection whieh he 
Waa Fectiving in order that he might obtain an increased fhulitig of security. for hitwelt 
atid his suctessors, 

‘The thought of didtutbances id his territories on his deuth’ alvo upsete bitsy Kud 
thé proviso which we inserted in our assurances of 1910 regarding his malo desvenidunts 
to the effeot that “4 long as... they... . shall contiriue: to: be noveptabld to 
Your tribesmen” is algo a suuree of some unieasitiens te inti, 

‘The reason for this uneasiness is toa certain extent due to our own action im tedant 
é¥outs, ‘The Persian: Government is verlaps ett geousoaned to our relations with 
the Sheikh, though it cannot be said that those relations are @ sour of plousutd dh 
endear the Sheikh (o i; but T think that there is little doubt that to’ certain of his 
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tribes his tendency to admit, the foreigner is far from being a cause of gratification, and 
they have only: given way to his arguments on the grouuds whieh he has advanéed of 
‘the'security which results from the friendship with the British, and the’ protection which 
they reeeive in their lands and properties, 

‘his’ argument has received a considerable blow this year from the danger which 
arose in the ‘spring of a Bakhtiari attack and the consequent gathering of the Arab 
clans which was involved. Where, they ask, is the value of the British friendship if 
covery year wwe are to be obliged to fight for our lives and properties { 

Tt will be remembered that at the time of the Bakhtiari incident T pressed sree 
‘atrentiotily that we shotld be as much as possible in evidence at any artangement whi 
might be made between the two parties. My reason for this is threefold. 

tT wished that the Atabe stiould seo that wo ato taking steps to prevent 
‘breach of the pease ; secondly, that if wo’ were obviously tho means of making the 
peace our future influence over both Arabs and Bakbtiaris would be increased, and with 
it our general influence in this part of the country ; white, thirdly, thore would be some 
‘permanency in the arrangements, 

‘The fact that the agreement which now exists between the Sheikh and the 
Bakhtiari is confirmed by the Balhtiaris in a letter which was written by them to 
tho Vioe-Consul ut, Ahwaz undoubtedly strengthens ity value, but past history shows 
that tho Bakhtiaria have frequently broken their word to us, Thus, though we can be 
certain of making the Sheikh adhere to the terms of his ag nt, we are unfortunately 
not in w position to'say the same with regard to the Bakhtiar 

‘This the Sheikh feels, and it causes him considerable anxiety. Though the 
Bakhtiari question is one of the active causes which has made the Sheikh approach us, 
it does not constitute the whole cause, but is rather a strong link in the chain of events 
which has made him consider the general question of his position, 

‘The recent hiktony of Persia gives hin cause to think he sees Russian inuence 
spreading in the north, and considers that Persia is etendily and surely falling to pieces 
ie Has Ta aald) no‘fuith'tn the power ‘ok NackvuleMylle-tor agit pyenroe toletera 
the tide, 

In the circumstances I trust that I may be pardoned if I attempt to outline the 
situation an it would appoar to oxist, 

Our policy duringg Fecont years hns been to avoid anything which could Tead to a 

ossibility of intervention on our part, and as @ consequence, we haye attompted to 

ster up Persia und to make it stand upon ite.own legs, ‘while in the north the 
‘Russians, yeho have not beon handicapped by the.same fear, have used their forces to 
‘guint Ju the pciteation of the gountey, In, the futherance. of out object we have 
Aasiated in the formation of a gendarinero, ofcored by Swedish offers, and, at the 
present minuto the future of Porsia dopends upon the success of this anovoment. 
Should it fail there will be 9 condition of confusion worse confounded, for which 
‘condition it will be necessary to bo prepared. 

Should, however, we postulate the gendarmerie to be a success, we shall have the 
‘customs jn the hands of the Belgians, and the Persian Government. forces in the hands 
ofthe Swodes, Tn addition the revennes, poste, and telegraphs will be in the handa of 
tho Belgians'-this latter, lowever, can only be « tomperary measure, for with peaco 
and quist in the country, there would have to be an extension of the number of the 
Buropeans in charge of departments, and T cannot believe that we sbould find it politic 
to have these departments entinly: managed by Belgians controlled by, one head, of 
their own aintion, who night bo influenced againgt us.and repeat the Programme of 
M. Naus, It would be better to haye an international service than to have complete 
Belginn control. 

Whateven'tho system, however, it can but result in’ an iugrensed number of 
Enropeans and general Kuropean control, To take Persia out of its present financial 
‘chaog.an honest Administration is required, and there are not sufficient honest men. in. 
Parsin to supply the ofces of one districk, ‘The classes fom which the ofelals und 

vornors of the country ato rvcruited aro hopelessly corrupt, and. the. Customs 
epartment itself which hax boon for ao many yeurs onder Belgian contro, ig 
fuflicent. proof of the iinpossibility of any department being left to Persians 
commnpico that wero the Belgians removed tho Department would fill to pans in six 
maith, 

Such European control in Arubistan is bound to coms into. opposition with rights 
and powers of the Sheikh, 

n-oUr asaucaciees of 1910 we guarantee the Sheikh against encroachment on his 
ghia or privileges on the part of the Persian Government, ‘These assurances were 
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Alictated by our policy inthe Gulf and: recent events have shi i 
palo ep ae ait event @ shown the wisdom) of' the 
that Euro; 


In these conditions we nball have to support, the Sheikh at a time whon that 
support wil not be easy or we stall have to Tet ont aasuranoes to the Shoilch go by the 
bourd and with them our exceptional position in Arabistan, 

Up to the present interests in Arabistan have. been absolutely British and the 
only foreign firm, that: of Messrs, Wonckhaiis, has been of io importance, With the 


pening vp of the eountry, however, en the arrival of the railway, foreign firms will 
arrive in fores and complicats the situation, 

It is-then'time for us to taka stock of events 

Our interests in Aribistan are so great both politically and commercially that the 
practi autonomy of the Shiekh and! our control over inh become matters of imomnent 

us, 

Since the giving of tho assuraness to the Sheikh matters have advanced eonsiderably. 
Wo are abost to bd mllway in Arubisan, wo have an, onton on the, Rios Mus, 
wo aro to represent the Sheikh on the Conservancy Board for Shatt-el-Arab, the Sheikh 
hhas promisod us that should it be necessary ho will give us a conoossion for irrigation on 
to Karun, while the oll company has just obtained foc bin poration ta bt (or el 
at Ahivax, 

In return it is not much that he should ask for an incrensed menguro of security for 
Himselt, while the fact, cannot be too much underlined that the Sheikh’s interests are 
our material interests. 

Tn a recent speech the Firat, Lord of the Admiralty referred to tho necessity of our 

opening up all the oil fiélds which, we could in British territory. 
«, -jthe present oll fields of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company lie junt, beyond the 
Sheikl’s Tands though the refinery is at Abadan, but $ miles from Mobammernl. ns 
the er les nul on tho Sheik property, Ho has now, agreed, on very favourible 
terms to the company, to delling for olla Ahyiag skionld il Ys found there, aud the 
geologists aro vory sanguine; then oil feld, pipe line, and refinery will all be within his 
territory. 

With the Persian Gulf in our hands the advantage of having the oontrol of this 
country through the Sheikh is evident and any leasning of his authority will uct to ot 
detriment, 

‘The greater the poyrer of the Sheikh the greater our contiol; the greater his 
autonomous powers the more he will put himself in our hands, for he understands that 
he cannot stand alone, 

ive Shaikh would willingly, put inself entively under our protection wore that 
possible, and, indeed, has often told me he wished that. he could doo. He has, oven 
‘aid that he wishes we could administor his Jnnds for him, paying hina fixed evento, 
‘He fully realises: the immense grain and cotton possibilities of Arabistan,. with its 
rivers and canals, but knows that an Arab like hinself is incapable of developin, 

With the Central Government at ‘Tchran it iy, I suppose, impossible to tulle of 
protectorate, but it would appear: that, there could bo no, objestion to our referring to 
‘our very special position and interests in Arabistan, and to informing. the Persian 
Government that in consequence we have also very, spetial relations vith tho Sheilkh, 
and that these relations: make it impossible for us to tolorato any infringement of the 
‘ights and privileges which he has aoquired. Such a position would gmdually stiffen 
into an actual protection without interfuring with tho Persian suyeruinty. It would 
enable-us to giva the Sheikh the support which be requires and at the same time 
enable us to obtain over Arabistan the control of oil and other industries which we wish 


to develop. 
L, HAWORTH, 


His Majesty's Conmut for Avabistan, 
August 2, 1913, 
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[29584] No, 216. 
Sir W. Townley'to Sir Baward Grey (Received Tune 30.) 
(No. 187.) 


(Telégraphic.) Lekiran, Trine 30, 1914: 

YOUR telegram No. 142 of 27th’ June. 

1 have not yet mentioned fact that His Majesty’s Government are prepared 16 
advance 50,0001. for the gendarmerie of Fars ‘and Kerman a8 the financial shoe is. 
beginning to pitch so hard that Lam in hopes that the Kerman mining concession will 
be signed. 

}reasurér-General has anounced general cessition of all payments 16 the 
Administration, amd cheques amounting to about 26,0007. drawit upon the Imperial 
Bank of Persia for the month’s ordinary expenditure of the gondarmierie have béén 
returned by the bank. 

Tf an advance has to be made eventually it should, I think, be: tied up by 
Stringent conditions respécting supervision of the expenditure, Iwill’ consult with 
Major O'Connor and report later. 


ws 
(29572) No; 217, 


Sir Q: Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Tune 80.) 
(No, 14k.) 
Welographic.) Ry : 
YOUR telegram No. 287 of 26th June. 
T spoke to “Minister for Foreign’Affairs in a lnrried interview which I:had with 
him yesterday on the subject of the Swedish officers, His Excellency said that he 
must think the matter over. 


St. Petersburgh, June 30; 1914, 


[29579} No. 218, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edtcard Grey.—(Reveived June 80.) 
(No, 145.) 
(Lelegraphic, 

PERSIAN oil concession, 

On my giving Minister for Foreign. Affairs yesterday explanations contained itt 
your telegram No. 283 of 25th June, his Excellency said Cat he must have something 
more definite to satisfy Russian public opinion, which lad been very unfavourably 
inipressed by purchase’ of shares by His Majesty's Government. Several members of 
the Council of Empire had complained to him that, while His Majesty's Government, 
Were accusing Russia of acquiring large tracts of landi in north through its purchase 
by individuals, they as a Government were acquiring possession’ of the whole districts. 
in neutral zone, which was a much more serious matter, 

His Excelléncy is to submit to the Emperor to-day answer which lie proposes to. 
return to our memorandum. In general conversation which will follow wo must be 
Prepared to see question of oil concession raised it connection with that of neutral 
gone, ind T should be glad to be ina position to give Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Officially © more explicit statement as to its actual extent, &e. His Excellency is very 
much annoyed by the note which Persian Government have addressed to him on the 
subject of Russian'action in Persia: It is unfortunate that they should have tuken this 
Step at present moment, as it will render it more difficult for him to ‘méet our wishes in. 
4 donciliatory spirit. 


St. Petersburgh, June 30, 1914. 





